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Hy Eric Elstone

There will e no North Halton Music
Festival this year and, perhaps, never again.

After last May's music festival in Acton, the
arganizing committee decided to suspend the
competition for a year, according to M. 2.
Bennelt public  school principal  Doug
pMagwood.

Nuorth Hallon schools have sent chioirs and
duels to the festival for §1 years.

Organizers of the festival are soon 1o meel
Halton DBoard of Education's Program
Direcior Robert Dixon and assistant co-
vrdinator of arts Jean Clark.

The festival proup will be locking for some
direction from the board, said Mr. Magwood.
“We'll inferm them of the history of the music
festival and the states of the music festival,™
he said. ,

Financially the feslival has no worries. It's
running in the black, accarding lo the school
principal.

‘I'he decision not {o held a 1580 festival came
after considerable discussion. “We then

Post for music festival?

decided onseveral steps to lead ourselves to o
final decision in a year's time."" That decis
inn, on whether the fesitval continues or ends,
has to be made by November, according to
DMr. hlagwood.

The school board's music department has
not  promoled—gelling  behind  music
leachers—the festival, he sail. The board's
contribution to Lhe [estival poes as [ar as
paying to bos participants and having o
trustee bring greetings from’ the board, he
s:id.

Last year's edition of the musie festival was
pne of the smallest in a number of years:
eight schools of a possible 25 competed,

Aclon, Georgetown and Milton schaools—
publie, separole and private—are eligible.
The private school is usually the Georgelown
District Christinn School.

Allendance of choirs ot the [lestival has
been dropping off slewly for a number of
YOars.

“We had a pood festival, 2 suecessiul
festival,” said Mr. Magwood referving to last

May. Il was, however, a litlle disappointing
for organizers wheo three catejfiories hiad no
entries and there were two or three categorios
with only one entry.

The main reason for the lack of promuotion
of the festival is ils competitive aspecl, said
Mr. Mopwood.

Competitiveness  bothers principals and
some music heads. ' IUs different in physical
educalion, you compete against the elock or
leams. Bul when yvou cotapele in singing, they
fee) competition should nol be stressed,”™ Mr,
Magwooed said.

Timing is anolher reason for the falling off
of suppor!. Uraditionally the festival is held
carly in May. “More and more now il com-
petes wilh school trips.”™

“Many people Teel now, concerts given by
families of schools or in-concerts ol the school
level are moere imporiant than eompetitive
music feslivals, and that's bard to argue.™

A principal, fur example in Georpgetown,
must weigh the merils of the competition with
nther school activities. The principal could

have an operetla for two nights angd attract
about 1,000 people. Or he could have leachers
spend lime rehearsing a choir to sing, mainly
Lo an Acton pudience.

Nat many Georgetown people huve time to
gu in the day time to hear the concerl, smd
Mr. Mogwaod. ,

Some very loyal schools do both aclivities.
MeKenzie-Smilh Middle School produced an
operelia—Rana’s Pond—and two weeks later
ey were in the festival, he said.

Arguments in favor of continuing with the
North Halton Muosie Festival centre on il
being o tradition for more than half & cen-
tury—with no affilistion with ather groups for
money,

There is an organization of adjudicators of
music festivils, which indicates festivals are
alive and well in the provinee, he said.

“1 see it as just anolher way of pgetting
chilifren involved with musie,” said Mag-
wonl.

Soudl Halton used o participate in ol
Halton music leslivals.
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Looking back at 1979 -

Denny Andrews of Acton received the Star of Courage Inst January from Governor
General Edward Schreyver for visking ks e to save his cousins by jey NewTotnd-
ind waters, For a look at the news of 1979 see Pape BE,

. dE
T AL

One Hundred and Fifth Year — No, 26

ACTON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 1980.

Eighteen Pages — Twenty Cenls

Acton men face mur

~ Police, fire marshal
investigate hotel fire

Murder charges face three men in
connection with the Dominion Hotel fire
in Acton.

Hotel owner Cosimo Mercuri, 41,
Michael MeCristall, 46, and Leonard
Cripps. 51, all of Acton were remanded
in custody until January 7 in Milton
Provincial Court Monday, according to
police.

Halton Regional Police arrested the
Irio last Friday afternoon. They spent
the weekend in the Hamilton detention
cenlre.

Holel resident Howard Gibbons, 58,
died of asphyxlation in the August 19
blaze which levelled the ceptury old
Main SU. establistynent. An adjuster

estimated the replacement valoe of the

building Lo be $400, 000.

Hallon Hegional Police and the
Onlario Fire Marshal, in a four month
investigation. determined the hotel was
deliberately set on {ire.

The three men face e charge of
second  degree murder  which is
punishable by life in prison.

Police state that a preliminary
hearing will determine if lhere is
enoupgh evidence lo warranl a trial,

Halton Regional Police Chief James
Harding disclosed at & press conference
Monday at Oakville thal accountants

wore hired lo check the hotel’s books.
Superintendent George Moore said the
hulelb was insured bult the amaunt
reniains as evidence for the trial. '
was a very delicate; very tough in-
vestigalion,”” according Lo Moare,

Bistrict  ©ne  policeman  Bruce
Richards and Sgt, Tan Algar figured
heavily in the investigalion. Six other
Halton officers aned two men from the
Ontario Fire Marshal's Office also took
parl in the investigation.

A passerby (urned m the fire atlarm

about 2.38 am. Sunday, August 19. He - E

had scen smoke billowing from the
three-storey  buildipg. Minules  later
when police arrived, a large crowd had
already formed.

Another  hoelel  resident  suffered
simoke inhalation, and he was released
from  Georpgetown  and  Distriet
pMemaortal Hospital after examination,

Firefighters were on the scene for
abou! 13 houes, Two Georpetown trucks
were called to the scene.

The budy, which was discovered on
the first Hoor, was remnved the day of
the fire.

Mre. Mercuri, who spoke nf rebuilding
the hotel, recenlly started co-managing
the Blue Horizon Inn in Fergus,

Balimy weather saves

r charges

Liberal nomination
draws two candidates

There s one definite
candidale for nexl week's
Liberal nomination race,
with ot least une olher
possibilily,

13l Perras, this week,
announced s candidacy
for the federal post. Al

Wilson. an Acton High

School leacher is boping
te vun, bat must clear
matiers withy the Halton
Buard  of Education
belore he can deglare his

~eandidacy.

Forter Halton
Member of Parlinment
Frank Philbrook will nat

be sceking  re-election,
Mr. Perras says one ol
the reasons e 1S running
is hiecause he believes in
public service, He is cur-
renlly  serving on the
Dakyville  town = council
and has always felt that
pacticipation  1n the
Parliamen! of Canada on
bBehalf of the riding is the
highest  Torm  of com-
miunily contribulion.

A% o Iather ol a4 voung
Canadian  tamily. e
savs, he is  concerned
about the way Cuanada
his heen enibarrassed on

Worms on lawn
Christmas eve

Maother Natlure decided
to take a vacation over
the hwliday senson hav-
ing complelely Torgoiten
il was supposed to be
winter in this parl of the
country (Don’t  anyone
reming her, though’,

The unseasonably mild
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wealther and noticeable
lack of spuw have been
playmg tricks

AMr. Halloway,
Mowbray Place, called
ihe Free Press offices
Chiristmas Eve te tell us
e Tound dew worms all
over his front lawn.
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i day-to-dav hasis by @
mismanaped and cudder-
less Chark  povernmen!
angd would like Lo in-
Fluence the imporiant des
cisions in the eritical new
decade. :

Mr. Perras is o 30 year
ofd Oakville resident.

Nominalion might is set
for Munday a1 Blakelock
fliph Scehool, Rebecea St
akville.

The constitition of the
riding assecinlion  pro-
viddes  (hal candidales
seeking the nominilion
nmiust subimit theie inlen-
tiens i wriling o the
riding exceutive 73 hours
prior te 1the nomination
procecdipgs  and  tha
unlky paid-up members of
the association 72 hours
prine to the meeling may
vole, willi the exception
of the current membwr-
ship renewals, which will
he aceepted the nighl of
the nemianation,

The suceessful  can-
dickinte will run in the
Febrwary 18 lederal elec-
itk
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Mother Nature has
saved Hatton Hills tax-
payers $39,000 in the lasl
two months, with the
balmy November and
December weather.

At the end of December
last year, the town had

sanding and salling,
while this yecar only
$16.000 has been spent,

On the total winter
conirol budget for 1938
weather  conditions
resulted in the lown
overspending by $34,700.

The budget
wipter  control
$176,900., but the

spent $53,000 on winter
control, including snow
plowing, snow removal,
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Clowning around! Several clowns were In altendance al the Aclon Leplon Christ-
mns Party recently, enlerlainhig the youngster untll Santa arrived. Jim Pink and

Dave Lewls were clowning arcund with Joann Lewls and Samantha Brakenridge
hefore the jolly gentlemanarrived.

tolal

actually speni $211,604,

In 1979, the samec
hudget, tolalled $225,000
but only $145, (00 was
spent, far a letal saving of
$80,000.

Town budgels run from
January 1o December, so
the heavy snow months
are included in the 79
hgures. ;
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Cosimo Mercurl, left, Michael McGristall, ceatre,
and Leonard Cripps, not shown in plhole,  swere
charged with second degree murder in conpecthon

with st

Aungest’s  [Dominlan

Hotel fire. $alten

llegional Pollee Inid the charges after a four month
investipation, Mre. Mercari and Mre, MeCrelstall are
shiown in the pleture talking to o paliceman the

: /
Sunday mornlng of the fire,

Sixth Line

Keep fighting gravel pits
in courts If necessary

* Hesidents of the Sixth
Line are determined to
continue  thetr fight
agoinst wayside pits in
their arca, and will if
necessary  obtan  Jegal
advive on the possibility
of toking action agninst
the province.

The commitlee of Sixth
Ling residents, informed
of an approaching tender
for an eoxtension of
Highway 400, and the

listing of three wayside
pits, Odorico, Vincent and
Cohoon, feel this i
unacceptable fo  them
unless the MTC gives
them  assurance  all
wayside pits in the arei
will be taken off the list as
available sources for
aggregate for all fulure
road-work,

Committee member
Ron Jehnson emphasized
the e¢enviropnmental

Boxing Day crash
kills Guelph man

A 23-year-old Guelph man is dead following o
single car prash Boxing Day near Rockwood,

Stephen Hunter died in Guelph General Hospital
after being thrown from his car just east of Wel-
lington County Road 29at 6:30 p.m.

Guelph Ontario Provinelal Police say the Hunier
vehicle was travelling on Highway 7, when il
crossed the ditch, struck a hydro pole, rolled over

and landed on its side,

3

aspect, particularly the
possibility of depleting
wells in the area must be
investigated, and 1he
amount of gravel in the
pits established,

The residents are
isking a reply 1o a leiter
setling oul these cond-
itions by January 7, when
Halton Hills council will
he nsked by the MTC to
apprave the listing of the
three pils.

Tweo other pits in the
urca, the Pilutti pit and
the Spitzer pit ure not
listed as sources for the
Highway 406 exiension
sputh 1o Eglinton, The ex.
tension is nol a2 major
throughway, but & [our
lane road.

On the list of aggregate
sources for the Highway
460 job are 24 pits, bul
only the three in Hallon
Hills are wayside pits,
sajgdd  Johnsan, “'The
others are commercially
licenced pits.”

"We are nol gwving up
and will keep fighting
until all the Sixth Line
pits are taken ofl the
lists," commenied an
Somers, another member
of the Sixth Line com-
mittee,

The residents have sect
as their goals, the elosing
down of all Sixth Line pit
operations as  sS00n 45
possible, proper-centrols
during {inal vperations,
and the ; rehabilitation
following ¢losure.

Cash, car
stolen

ilnlton Hegional Police
have nolt  yel appre-
hended two suspeets in
conneciion with o Mill
Street  theft, Saturday,
December 29,

Pulice sny  thieves
ertercd the B(Mill Street
home and stole $1175 cash
ns well ns tho
hiomeowner's <ar,

The Acton Free Press
UChristmas Coloring con-
lest had another suceess-
ful year, with 34 enlries
in (he various catepories.

Ssarah  Franklin  and
Tormmy Gibson tied for
tirst place in the four-
yoar-old category. Five
vear class was won by
Nici Naessler. Jennifer
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Yaworsky was the six
year old winner.

In the seven-year-uld
group, Susie Pucz placed
lirst, Mardie Patlerson
woit fur the eight year
olds, and Cheryl Genoe
fur the nines.  Lesley
Mathiesun wan the ten-
year-old category. Mo il-
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vear-ulds enlered  the
cunlest,

Sanla Claus was Lhe
official judge of the ann-
ual conlest. Uis  work
aver  the  Christmas
holidays was very much
apprecialed.

Winaers will be nolified
inn the pear future of their
prizes.

Lesley Mathleson was one of the winners b the recent Feee Press Christmas Calor.

ing'Contest.




