Foam insulation gets a clean
bill of health from manufacturer

by Fric Elstoue

In response to news

and felevision

stories ralsing doubls

about the safety and

quality of urea-form-

aldehyde {nsulalon,

manufacturers and

distributors are telling
Iheir side.

Rapco Foam,
manufacturer of urea-
fermaldehyde al Milton,
and distributor Brandco
Insulators of Rockwood
are cager (o meet (he
challenges.

“If it can ever be
provedd there I8 a health
hazard, we'd pull it off
the market. .. if we're
causing cancer or heart
altocks,” Rapco's
general manager Bob
Elllotl sald in an inter-
view, “"There’s na doubl
in my mind the Rapco
produci is safe. [ have it
in my home.”

Mr. Elliott ond Rapeo’s
manager of manufactur-

bhosses Gary and Dennis
Brace al Rockwood to
discuss home insulalions
ond  improvements in
inspections.
Urea-formaldehyde i3
a while spongy substonce

which can be sprayed
between walls, Il keeps
lieal inside and cold out-
side. In facl, according {o
Dennis Brace, Brandco
has come across many

. instances when {uel bills

P U I T

have been sliced in haif
after insulatlon.

Ropco, and Brandco,
however, were reacling
te news stories such as
une in a recent Toronto
paper which stated that

gas from insulation can
irritate allergies.

The story quoted
assisianl deputy minister
of the federal health pro-
teclion branch  Dr.
Alexander Morrison, as
saying: *“‘Peaple wilh
allergies and respiratory
problemms, who are mosi
likely 10 have an adverse
reaction te any for
maldchyde that 1S
released, shouldn’t use it
at all.”

“If the insulalion is a
good-quality  malerial,
installed properly and in
the proper part of the
house, people should not
run into any problems al
all,” Dr. Morrison said.

The dector went on o
say it's  difficull  for
homeowners to check the
quality of malerials and
workmanship in the case
of wrea-formaldehyde.

Ropco's Bob Elliolt
commented an the story
thal if someone WOrTICS
about being allergic for

Manulocturing manger
Edwin Perrin wondered
if there was an issue with
allergies because  the
formaldehyde  contrib-
uted by fnam is
negligible. According to
Mr. Perrin most of the
formaldehyde in the air
comes {rom car ox-
hausis. And the For-
maldehyde Institute in
the U.5. estimales auto
emissions of form-
aldehyde amounls 1o 800
million pounds per year.

Formaldehyde is =&
compound  of  oxygen,
hydrogen and carbon
ohlained by the oxidalion
ol wood alcobol, It is
wid alcohol with
hvdrogen removed. As a
gas. formaldehyde is
colorless with i
pungent— Mr. Perrin
described it as being
vbnoxious—odor,

The Formaldehyde
Institute  stales  that
levels of between one and
three parts per million,

ing and development
Edwin Perrin mel
Brandce Insulators

bulldings.
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Dennis and Gary Brace, of Rockwood, show off one of thelr products, urca-
formaldehyde, and n heat monllor used to guage the degree ol Insialiation in

check with his doclor.

formaltdehyde, he should

furmaldehyde is mildly
{Continued on Page 2}
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new teacher contract negotiator

A ‘wail and see allitude’ is being adaopled by
Halton Board ol Education Chairman Bill
Herd in respunse luo the additlon of
professional negotiators 1o the high school
teachers’ leam,

““I'lve snly thing [ can say is 'we will wall ahd’

sce wha! that means”, Herd sald in a

telephone Interview,

Untarin  Secondory School Teachers’
Federation District 9, the local group, ask the
provincial organization tn “{ake over™ the
negotliations with Ihe school board as of
December 18, Bringing to the negoliatlon
{able will be the support of the 38,000 member
provincial group plus finances and a prol-
esslopal negoetiator, sald Nell Munro chair-
man of Lhe new negotiating team.

OSSTF made (he announcement io the
press prior (o officially informing the school
bhoard. Herd acknowledged hie had been in-
formed verbally of the change. **1 find that
way of doing business objectionable,” he said.

Herd said he did not consider the switch of
negolinlors on the leachers side a major
change. The board has changed lts negot-
iators in this round of talks.

Hallon's 1,165 high school teachers have
been working without a conlract since Sep-
tember, This is the second year in a row in
which 1w school year has commenced
without a coniract being signed. Las! year's

" contract was agreed 1o in January, bul only

after a medinslor was apPointed {e help bring
the sides logelher.

Negotintions were gaing well, nccording o
hoard officials, Both sides were at the con-
ference table until 4 a.m, Thursday morning.
*1 thouglit we were not 1oo far from an agree-
meal. We were down Lo major jssues,” Herd
said. He went on 1o say be inlerpreted that os
“a healthy sign.”

That view of the talks was nol shared by
lncal OSSTF president Ron Ness whosaid Lhe
“talks last week led us to believe we couldn’t
go on nur own.” The decision Lo ask the prov-
incial group for help came from no one thing,

said Ness. "II's been a long time,” he said.

The talks were to conlinue the follswing
Monday. However, some board officials acted
surprised when teachers failed 1o make the
appointment. Oul guing Superintendent of
Instruction Jehn Buoich said: “‘teachers did

Two women are dead
following tragic accidents

The holiday spiril was dampened in Acton
this week willy the sudden deaths of two well
knaown women.

Mrs. Elvn Masales died suddenly in her
hiome on Mill St., December 19, the result of a
home accident.

Mrs. Kae Lidkea died suddenly in Guelph
General Hospital Friday following an &ac-
cident un Cliwreh St. where she was struck by
an automobile.

~ Mrs. Lidken is the wile of the late Edgar
Lidkea. Lelt 1o mourn her loss in the holiday
season are her daughler, Jean, Mrs. M.J.
Alddleton, Cold Lake Alberta, son Randy. of
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The puck slipped

night. In a nlp

aver lbe line for Wade Vickery's
Acton gou! against the BafTato Jusior Sabres Friday
‘n tack wide open duel Buffalo
shaded the local Sabres 76, Baffalo nel minder

(Uwen Sound, daughter-in-law Gaoil Lidkea,
sister of Peggy Knoerck, Charlotle Smith apd
Lucien Michaud, all of Brampton and six
grandchildren, She was also predeceased by
her son David.

Funeral service was held al Trinity Uniled
Church un Chiristmas Eve,

Mra. Masales, 77, is survived by husband
Lloyd, son Owen, grandchildren Terry and
Gary, and four great-grandchildren. She is
also survived by brother Aubrey Gervais,
sisters Cora Ball, Jessic Heil. Audrey Currie
and Elmeda Warden. She was predeceased by
Edsel Gervais. Funeral service was held al
ihe Shoemaker Funeral Home on Friday,

it show up on Monday. They called, Ve were
prelty miffed at thatl."

Teachers contend they inlorimed a schuol
hoard official fate the previous Salurday

afternoon, "I lhink we gave them enough nol- -

ice,” OSSTF Incal presidenl Ron Ness said al
the press conference.

“I've heen involved rather direcelly since
the teachers dida't shuw up Monday. 1 knew

they were not coming. | wrete a letler lo the
- president of OSSTF District 9 of our con-

cerns.”” said Herd. In the letter he said he
hoped the change of mind by the leachers
concerning Lhe Monday meeting did nol in-
dicale, a shift in posilion by the federation.
“*['ve no reply from his ¢ Ness) and sao official
nolice of the take over,” said Herd Friday. He
was speaking from lis office in Oakville, and
acknowledged that official notice from the
teachers may be at the board office
Burlington,

Herd said that the supposition vn his part is
tha! lhere has been some interruplion within
the union to cause the request for the prov-
incial body (o take over the negotiations.

Herd stressed that both sides in the talks
have behaved well and respansibly. The
danger at the momen! is upsetting the apple
cart by making stalements, he said. He wen!
on o say he hoped the change by the teachers

will not resull in a loss of 1rust at the negol-.

ialing lable.
Herd underlined that no final offer had been
made by Uhe board Lo the teachers. :

For Lthe teachers part, the change in neg-

olialars is a siep in the righl direction, ac-
curding Lo the press conlerence at the head-
quarlers in Burlinglon.  Negotiating leam
chatrman Neil Munre indicated a hope lalks
with the board would resume early in
January.

“We expect things o be gained from Lhis
positive step. a step thal had to be taken at
this lime.” Ness said 1o the press. The dec
ision lo go to the provincial body for help was
made Dec. 18. "' 1t's the nex! step the [ocal gr-
oup has to take. I's a step-up.” said Munro,

Both Lhe board and teachers will go back in
January [feeling a little better about things.
We're using the mandate they gave us,” Ness

said. He went an to say: “Being the second
year in i row, four months without a confract,
aur perception of the members feelings i5—
il's unsetiling.”

‘Teachers gave permission in November [or

‘the provineial OSSTE lakeover of the talks for

Ihe teachers. More than 90 per cenl of the lea-
chers voted, and of that number 45.1 per cenl
voled for lakeover, said Ness.

Key issues remaining to be negotiated to
conclusion, according to OSSTF are campen-
sation. benefits, slaffing and working con-
ditinns. Teachers bave done all that ¢an be
done, according o an OSSTF press release, 1o

. reach a [air and equilable seltlemnent.

‘I'eachers are asking for eight per cent in-
crease in wages plus a cost of living clause,
according to OSSTF. The board, according 1o

{Continucd on Page 2)

Fire location
a mystery

A mixup in location cost the Acton
Volunieer Deparlment over an hour in
reaching the scene of & house fire al the
First Line. Erin Township. Friday}
cvemng.

The fire was eventually located in Erin
Township nne hour and ten minutes alter

" the firsl emergency call.

Five Irucks from Acton and Miltun
scoured Lhe Nassagaweya couniryside.
[ollowing directions the caller had given.

According to firefighter Brenl Marshall,
the 1eenager who placed the call had just
moved into the house from Torontn. Her
parents were not home ot the time of the
hlaze and she nsisted she was in Nassa-
paweya.

Mr. Marshall explained that firefighlers
were finally able 1o locate the fire by
asking questions about lhe location.

The fire was contained in the walls of the
First Line hwouse, Mr. Marshall said.
Damage was minimal.

Charges against police
dismissed by Judge

Assaull charges laid by twe Acton
men against Halton Hegional Police
Constables were dismissed in Prov-
incial court Thursday moming. Courts
costs  were assessed o the com-
plainants.

Timolhy Spurrel, 18. and Paul
Bowen, 19, laid the charges {ollowing an
inclden! June 8 with Constables Jack
Puwol and Ray Hendry. Both Acton men
failed lo appear in cour! on Thursday.

The officers pleaded not guilly lo twu
charges each of common assaull and
Judge Kenncth Langdon assessed Lhe
cosis at $303 per charge. Bowen and
Spurrell each face costs of $606 each or

two months imprisonment on the two
charges (hey laid. ,

Spurrell was found guilty on three
charges November 14 reloting (o the
same incident. He was fined $100 and a
year's probation for assaulting a police
officer. $200 for obstrucling police and
$200 for resisling arrest.

Bowen was fined the same dale, $500
for assaulting police and given a year's
prubation. He was {ound not guilly on
charges of wbstructing police and
resisling arrest.

Consiahle Piot is 36 years old and has
been wilh the force since 1967, Const-
able Hendry, 24, has been with Hallen
flegivnal Police since 1976.
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Brian Wiilison was the dilference for the visitors.
He stopped 52 Acton shots in the exhibitlon match.
Acton is (o play at Buffalo ina return on January 6.
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Bus driver Ken Budd has been a busy man over the past couple of weeks driving
the Aclon Merchants' Christmas bus throughout the sircets picking up anyone

wanting a lift te shopping areas.

‘Hydro prices still
cheap to US: ICG

Ontaric Hydro makes available
belter rates (o American ulilities than
‘to provincial cities, says the Interested
Citizens' Group (CIG) in response (o
Ontario Hydro's claims.

An Ontario Hydro official, Bryan
Rodie, compared the sale of electrical
power toSt. Catharines with other sales
to US utilities as fairer examples than
the ones used by the ICG in its applic-
ation to the National Energy Board
(NEB).

Rodie acknowledged the 1.8 cenls per
kilowalt-hour price quated by the ICG
as the sale price to General Public
Ulilities. However Rodie slated that
price only applics to off-peak sales,
During the highest use limes the price
is 2.7 cents per kilowait-hour, he said.

ICG spokesman John Minns said Fri-
day that Rodie uses different kinds of
power contracts, that go at different
rates. These rates are not available to
Canadiens and they shouldbe,”* he sald.

Hydro has admitted its export priceis
lower than the final consumer price,
however, it also malntains guch

criticism is misleading because it com-

pares wholesale prices in the US wilh
retail prices in Ontario.

““There is no such thing a wholesale
and retall prices’, couniers Minns.
Under the Power Corporations Acl of
1970, Ontario Hydro's mandate is to
provide power at cost.

A fairer comParison would be (o lake
the selling price to the US, what they
call wholesale. Minns conlends ranges
{rom 1.9 to 2.3 cents per kilowatt hour

and from Rodie's comments may go to
2.7. Then compare il to the average
price of electricity sold lo utilities in
Ontario. Thal price, according tlo
Minns, is 2.78 cents per kilowatt hour,

On the other hand, sald Minns, On-
tario Hydro contends that the average
price, and he stressed average, to the
US is higher at 2.9 cents per kilowalt
hour—but that mixes five different
lypes of power al five differenl rates.
Ontario utilities do not have that benel-
it, he said.

The ICG asked the NEB for a hearing
to examine the financial feasibllity,
environmental impact and avallabie
allernatlive roules. The citizen group
contends lhe corridor Hydro hopes (o
complete through Halton Hills is nol go-
ing to be used to bring power from the
Bruce nuclear generating station to the
rest of Onlorio. That electricity, or
most of it, contends the ICG, is for the
American markets.

No date has been set for a heanng.
However, Minns indicated the [CG is
asking the federal board to let the cil-
irens know whal information Oatarie
Hydro is using to counter the applic-
ationfor a hearing.

For seven years the ICG and others
have opposed construction of the S00kV
line from Lhe nuclear generating slallon
geross farms to Lthe Milton stalion
where it is to join the Nanticoke-
Pickering line,

The 1CG has often asked for a non-
Ontario Hydro study, such as the one
carried out for the Nanticoke-Pickering
line by Dr. Ormond Solandt,
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