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‘Candles light the way throughout the ages -

Although it has been
said there was oo candle
to lighi the manager in
the stable at Belhlchem,
slill from ecarly limes
people  have  placed
lapers in windows Lo light
the way for the-Chrisl
Child and_welcome Him.

In many countries,
anyone coming to lhe
door al Christmastime
was inviled io enter. For
some believed that Christ
Himsell would appear at
a house wilh a candie,
concealing his idenlity, to
learn the extenl of Lheir

kindness.

Candles have inspired
men throughout the ages,
linking their bright glow
wilh the beauty of faith,
Hesearch by Hallmark
candle expert John Sin-

jem reveals that candles

Greeks have unique
religious ceremony to
celebrate Christmas

¢n Christmas Eve,
children of Greek foam-
ilies go [rom house Lo
house ginging carols Lo
the accompaniment of
tiny clay drums and tink-
ling steel (riangles. They
are rewarded wilh gifis
of figs, walnuls, almands
and somelimes money.

Alterwards Lthere i3 o
Chrisimas Eve service,
which begins al 4 a.m.
and cnds shortly before
dawn. The family then
begins feasling with
“Chiristpsamo,” thread
of Christ), a simple cake
studded with nuts, and
*Kourbiedes,” small
cakes dusted with pow-
dered sugar.

The Christmas dinner
musl include '“cheridon,”
roast pig. In rura! house-
halds, these are fallened
for the fcast from mid-
summer on. If a family
cannot afford (o buy a
pig. usually relatives or
neighbours provide ane,

There are no Chrisl-

mas trees and no Christ-
mas presents. St. Basil's
Day or New Year's Day
is Lhe lime for ex-
changing gifls. 51. Basil,
““Hagios Vasilias," one of

the four fothers of Lhe .

Orthedox church, is the
Santa Clauws of Greck

HAWAL

Allbough many Hawai-
ians have never seen lce
cexcepl in the form of &
cube, they painl (heir
Chirisimas trees white (o
simwale snow.

Christmas dinner i3 an
claborate offalr — bl
one reserved for the inti-
mate family group, be-
hind locked doors and
drawn blinds.

Hawaiian hospitality is
such thal were Lthe doors
nol locked and blinds not
drawn, sirangers would
wander in, expecting the
host and hosless to offer
upen-house hospitalily of
food ond drinks. How-
ever, inexpensive gifls
are exchanged by every-
ane.

children.
Blessing af the wilers
Since Greece has al-
ways been a maritime
nation, it is net surprising
that the biessing of the
walers is an impressive
part of the Christmas
celebration. This (akes
place on Epiphany Day,
Al high noon on Lhal
day. the Archbishop or
highest ranking prics!
leads o precession from
the church io the waler-
front. Dressed in magnt-
ficent vestments, he
holds alolt before him a
crucifix of gold or ebony
with a silver image of the
Saviour. Acolytes and

lesser clergy, also elad in
rich wvestments, accom-
pany him, chantlng as
they march. The congre-
galion™ follows in their
wiake.

The procession halls at
the water's edge. The
Priest inlones a prayer
and then, aller tying a
scarfl around lhe cross,
hurls it into lhe water.
Fror the shore and from
boals, men and boys dive
after it. The one who suc-
ceeds in bringing it up
receives a  special
blessing {rom lhe priest
and usually a gift of
money [rom (Lhe on-
lookers.

were generally used ot
Christmastime gs far
back as the 11th Century.
Until the 1Bth Century
they were made pri-
marily from tallow or
beeswax. The laller was
preferred, as an emblem
of Mary's purity, {or wax
is the product of virgin
bees. Many persons
believed Lhal bees came
lrom heaven, and il hat
unusual for religious in-
slitutions lo ke:.-(r SWArmMS
of themn. According (o an
early writer, the wax
represented Christ’s
body; the wick, His spul;
and the flome His divine
nafure.

The religlous sym-

bolism of the candle grew
through the cenluries
afier early Christians,
huddled in the damp chill
calacombs of Rome, used
lighted candles as a
source of comfort.

New candle materials

In 1750 a subsiance
[rom the head of Lhe
sperm whale was found
to be supcrior lo tallow
antd beeswax, Laler, in
1850, paraffin wax was
developed and combined
will stearic acid lo make
candies of the modern
lype.
Bayberry candles with
their delicate scenl are

especially popudar  al
cliristmas, and they are

for a Merty Christmas
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loads of sincere wishes for
your favorite kind of Christmas.

Thanks for your good will.
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At this blessed Yulelide season
we rejoice and give thanks as we
welcome the Heavenly King.
In celebration of .
His Birth we extend heartfelt 24

wishes to all.

Marg Wilson — manager

family & staff

Beckers - Acton

sl

Gas Bar

“); take pride in our many
satiefled rustomers snd want to
expresa our appreciation for thelr
continuing trust and confidence,

HOLIDAY HOURS

Service Departrnent
Open avonings except
Christmas and Naw Year's

Dacamber 24 - G am.-7 p.m.
December 26 - CLOSED

. Dacember 31 -6 a.m.-7 p.m.
Naw Year's Day - CLOSED

Maearry Christmas and
- Happy New Year

from

Shortill’s
Service Centre

Highway 26 South of Acton

sald to bring good luck Lo
the heme. The bayberry
candie is uniquely Amer-
jean. Bayberry bushes
grew in great abundance
in the new world, and
after learning (o extracl
the ish wax from
the wild bayberries, the

AL'S MARINE
Madn St North, Acton BG3-16K2

Pilgrims used it lo make
candles.

The Irish plece lighted
candles in their windows
on Chrisimas Eve a5 a
gulde and an invitaiion to
all, who like Mary and
Joseph, may be seeking
ghelter. '
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Its Christmas
again and time to
say how much it
means to have the
$A friendship and
o good will of folks
;) like you. Accept
W4, our sincere thanksgw¥:
148 and warm wishesg,)

PEACE on EARTH

May the radiance and gift of His
love light your way to everlasting
peace and contentment,

Best wishes for ajoyous Christmas.
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