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| Christmas be like amid

- flour or bran. Hemilock

C4 Merry Christmas! Wednesday, Dec. 19, 1979

~  Fortunale indeed was
the family who owned a
cow to provide milk for
children. Letters

Hy Grwen Ulurke
Inlkalion's Pages

ofthe Past (19333 (c) |

We have wrilten many  the
tirnes ol the crude living
conditions of early set-
tlers in Haltont Counly-—
of the log cabin built on a
hastily cleared lract of
land; of the Jack of neigh-
bors and of transpor-
lation. Such conditions By lhe middle of the
were bearable during the  19th cenlury conditions
summer mopihs, bl had changed can-
winter added much lo the  sjderably. It was possible
difficulties of the pion- {for immigrants and
cers and would scarcely  second-generation
be conductve to any form  tlers—if they could afford
of goiety. it—te live off the fat of

What wotdd the lond, Officers and
their Tamilies in garrisen
tlowns  enjoyed com-
parative Juxury. Whiskey
flowed freely. In form
families tables at Christ-
mas lime groaned with
the weight of good food.

refer to “'barrelled beel
and turnips as luxtries
reserved for guests and
{for such great nceasions
as Christmas and New
Year's Day.”

then

sttiely surroundings? No
gay and colorful Christ-
mas cards; no gifts from
the home {olk; no church
bells rioging oul their
message across . the
frosiy air. Life was still a Describes fare
struggle. Tor survival, As the years pro-
Celebrations were im- gressed scarity had been
possible; Christmas Day replaced by plenly. The
would be marked only as  pioneers had  learned
a daile un the calendar. ways of drying the wild
Yel ihe pioneers would  native fruits for winter
undoubledly remmember if use_so lhere was more
as lhe day on which the variely in their diel the
Chirisichild was born and  year round. Mrs. Anna
il might be to their com-  Jamieson, who, in 1837,

fort to recall the humble  visited in the Gore

surroundings of the district of which Halton
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mother, \;ith her li.!tl: {ime.

ones gathered aroun " "

her, would sil before o Thﬂir:.i tuhl!:l.t Bhﬁ
ine log fire. wrole, "is preily we

B supplied.  Beef  is

A al(Taus lerabl but I

The children would loieradle y L
; Mutton, bad, scarce, and

lisien eagerly as Mother doaver Lhan bork. Perk {8

lold them the story of the S

Nallvity. And them she
would tell them stories of
Christmas os she
remembered it in Lhe
land of her birth: of Lhe
liltle village church, the
Christmas Sunday School
concert, the good food
i'}nd IlhE'I'Lr exr:ttnnge“ of
ami istmas is. :
Sanla Claus would not be b h;-' had: thlf-' quails
a part of her slory as she C8ugll In jmmense
would remember (hat humbers near Toronio.
Santa Claus did not have 8r¢  most  delicale
the children of the CAling...the higher

" classes o people are
pibnigces Oel: hil; SChisl ~ supplied with provisions

principally on Indian

. Fish is deliclous.
During the whole winter
we have had black bass
and whilefish caught in
holes in the [ce ond
hrought down by the
Indians. Venison, game
and wild fowl are always

maiay [ist.
Christmas dinne- from their own [ands and
r. . what would it he? farms. or by certain

persons lhey know and
cmploy. . .some raise
pouitry and vegetables
fur iheir own table.”

Asihe years passed the
celebration of Chrisimas
look #n  defipile shape
tea and burned Indian and form. Treasured
corn would suffice as  (radilions from the land

substitutes for tea and of their birthh becamie o
collec. parl of the Canadian

The donkey, a favourite

lis slotues waos, e would
bear the cameleer on his
back, and lead the long,
slately strings of camels
across lhe deserl.

Even poor families,

Will luck it might be wild
turkey. duck or wvenisen
alikough it .was more
likely 1o be the mainsiay
ol the pioneer  diet—
petatees. corn. sall pork,

The donkey, or ass,
was the mos! vajuable

animal to Lthe biblical
family, and also {the mosl
economical, since he ate

nnly & quarler as much  like Joseph's of
barley as a horse, The Nazarelh, could affoed
mosl menial of animals, one donkey, which they
he was famous for his irimmed wilh biue beads
stamina  and sure- and red wool (o show
[ootedness. Humble as  their pride of ownership.

SLASON'S BES]

Herm's o whale wleigh
full of hoppy wilhin,
from us to you , . . with
ow tincere Lhanky for

yowr loyal friendship,

RICH'S SERVICE

CENTRE LTD.

Dick & Reoes Vosump
MNa. 7 Hwy. — East of Acton

describing ptoneer life

sel- ¢

exceklent being fattened .
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'I1-.|i1 chnrming cellection of piclure blocks, made of wood with nix Iilhugmphed
views, might have been found under a 18th century Christmas tree, The bullding
blacks are pert of o apeciat display of anttique dolly, doll furniture and aoher pall-
toys on vlew in a seasonal exhibll called A Canadian Child*s Worid of Toys ul
HOM's Canadiana building during the Christmns season. Some of the loys are
manulactured imports while olthers are modest homemade products, bul
aliogcther they reflect o charming vlew of a Canadlan child's Christmas.

Chrisimas, iniroduced by
incoming immigranis. As
the populalion increased
{amily gatheringa
became the main [ealure
of the Christmas celebra-
Lions.

Tograndmothers
We have been given
several lirst hand ac-
counls of Chrisimas way
hack in grandmother’s
time. Here is one that is

typical:
"“We always wenl lo
Grandmolher’s far

Christmas. Crandma,
Aunt Mary and Aunt Liz
would be busy for weeks
past gelling ready for
Cliristmas.  The (able
down celiar was really
something to see! Jellies,
preserves, | pickles,
honey, mincemeal and
shoribread, And then as
Christmas  drew near,
pies.  larts, cakes,
biscuits, plum pudding
and a crock of dairy
hutter and home made

clicese.

“For meatl there was
saviory-siutfed roasi
duck, goose, chickens

and tendersweel, home
cured ham. As soan os
the cheres were dane,

Christmas morping each
bhranch of lhe f{omily
would load up ihe sleigh
and lead for grand-
moiher's place, Bells
wiuld jingle merrily as

the prancing  horses
carried cach  parly
swiltly over the
elistening SNOW,

Somelimes we had (o
batile deep snowdrifls,
and orcasionnlly lhere
would be an upset and
some of us would land in
a snnwbank.

“But eventually we
wotld all arrlve al ihe
farm .and grandfather
wotld el us to hurry and
hed the horses before “all
them villles al the house
g caten up,” We
children were iold (o
kecp out of the way and
amuse ouprselves enti] we
were called. And  thal
wouldn't be long because
the women folk had
dinner vn the lable in
short order. Grandiather
asked God's blessing on
the food we were nbout Lo
cal. and thent we all sel
[1}.

Homemade presents

“The days that 1 recall
best there were generally

From Elga nt the

Blue Springs Flower Shop
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ahoui 25 of us to dinner—
some at Lthe long lable in
the dining reom and
some in the kilchen. [
remember one lime 4.
year-old brother Jimmy
was lost and we hunted
everywhere for him. We
finally found him asleep
under the kilchen table, o
spoon in one hand and o
bawl in the other. Aller
dinner, we opened our
presenis.  They were
mustly homemade.
Uselul things ke krilled
scarves, milts and socks,
Maybe stuffed rag dolls
and haskel-cradles Jor

shown USI

the girls: sleighs and
heme-made puli-loys for
e buds. Al supper-time
lere was another big
meal and then everyone
wend home Lo ther
tliores.

“hong  the cvemng
there might e another
Farpily pathering atl one
of  the  conneclions.
There'd be  square
dancing and pames—and
mayhe a bil of sparking
on he side, 1 remember
fow well Cousin George
played the harmomica for
Myrile’s  stepdancing.
And. ov brother— eould
she dance!™

Yes, thal was ane way
ol spregding Chrislmas
that became increasingly
popular wilh the passing
vears. Aid yet, sirange
to say, in some fanlblies
Christmas  was  hardly
celebraled ol all. We

Christmas was crude for pioneers

rallier suspect his non
observance was handed
down &5 a restit of the
sparse livipg conditions
that som¢ of the corly
sedtlers  could never

turprel.

A sy dan

Thus 1n a diary writlen
by the pgrandmother of
Mrs,  Hoberl  Lwvuans,
MNelson Township, we find
the following enlry for
December 25, LB5Y.
" Mupped [ours, haked in
moeping. made  bread,
iried cakes, churned,
wenl over to Jahn's an o
visil, Worked on my
dress irimming and had

eigtht tar hreakfast.™

But whelher, we ol
serve il or not, there is

ane celebration common

to us all., {rom tho

moneers te the presend
day--1he anniversary of
the Birth of Christ.
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. Al this worshipful secrson we prcr-,r
. that you will share the delights .
' cn_‘. it s quiet wonder and everlastmg
' beauty Forthe kindness you've -

Larry, Coral & family
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