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~ Origin of Christmas tree

The selecling and
purchaslng of a tree
plays a key role in
loday's Chrisimas
festivities. Though Lhe
Chrisimas tree |3 on
integral part of the
modern day celcbration
this was not always the

“l'he carliest historical
reference of the
Chrisirnas tree was made
in the sixicenth eentury,
in Lalvia and E=tania. In
hoth countrles, members
af the tocal merchants'
guild carried an ever-

preen  (ree,  decorated
wilh roses, to Lthe market
place, There, they would

dance around Lhe (ree

and eveptually set fire lo
il.

However i1l was Ger-
many, nol Lalvia or
Estonia which Introduged

the Chrisimas Ireec o
North America. By the
seventeenth century it
wis a commaen sight to
see German homes with
an evergreen placed in
the centre of a table
decorated with apples.
As time passed on, the

Global vuletide customs

Mistletoe, Senta Claus,
letlers to Santa, Christ-
mas customs galore—
where did they all begin?

The custorns of Christ-
mos come from many
lands and many eras,
They evolve [rom pagan
ceremenies into Chris-
lian riluals, And they
stretch from West to
East, from North to
South, os each country
conlribites  somelhing
special and Lraditional lo

~are the

the celebrations of the
hotiday.

Wihen seasonal gaijely
rings out in Canada, the
mertimenl is echoed in
Moxico. When North or
South Americans gather
for Christmas festjvities,
lhe people of Sweden are
doing Lhe same—and so
peopies of Hol-
land and France and
Italy and Spaln and
couniless olher Eyropean
countries,

Great gift idea:
make Yule candles

Here is o bright idea!
Make your own candles
as giflts or table decora-
tlons this Christmas.

All you need is a hall-
gallon cardboard milk
cartan, a 10-inch candle,
I'e-Ibs. of paralfin, three
- rays of ice cubes.

Cut the top from the
carion and rinse thor-

wuighly, Crack the lce .

cubes inlo medium and

Carolling,
mass are
tradltlon

the mountain
regmns of Weslern
Australia, entire villages

join in carol singing. on

Christmas Eve. Begin-
ning wilh the [amily

living farthes! from the

village church, loreh-
beartng carollers form a
" procession. At each
house along Lhe way
greelings of “Froehliche
Weihnachlen” aore ex-
changed. and the inhabil-
ants {all in line. Even-
tually. the whole popula-
tion is part of the parade
as it arrives at the church
steps in time for Mid-
night Mass.

Chrisimas Eve carol-
singtng and Midnighl
Mass are also a part of
the Brilish holiday {rad-
ilion. The m?sTklnf
hanging m on
dates back 10 the Druids.
who used the plant in re-
ligious rites.

Burning the Yule log is
Enﬂlhﬁrﬂ b ﬁmgmush
borTow the Bri
rom the \Ti{.lng.'. |

large pieces, drain off
any water, and return to
the fireezer. Melt the
paraffin in a double
boiler. When &l] the wax
15 hol, centre the candle
in the carton aond
surround il loosely with
cracked ice.

Quickly pour all the hol
paralfin over the ice. .

Let il cool for half an
howr, Cut Lhe carton
down the sides and peel it
away. The carton's
plastic coaling keeps 1t
from slicking.

There's your candle,
ready Lo decorate for Lhe
festive season.

in the [ar East,
Christian communilles
spread the cusloms of
Christmas, which mingle
with the year-end cere-
monies nbserved by those
of other faiths,

Thal the legend and
lore of Chrislmas knows
no boundaries is tlus.
trated in Lhe following
round-up of Yuletide cus-
toms, based on inferma-
tion provided by Lhe
editors of lhe Encyclo-
pedia International.

From Lhe north of Eng-
land comes the happy
custom of the kissing
bough. A large, hoop,
twined with greens, s
decorated . with apples
and candles. And in Lhe
cenire there's mistle-
toe—signal for ex-
changing klsses.

Custom of writing let-
lers 1o Santn Claus may

‘have begun in Austria,

where, long ago, il was
an Advent Llradition for
children (o wrile letlers
conlaining lists of what
ithey'd like 10 receive on
St. Nicholas' Day,

¥rom Italy comes a
mos! poetic addition to
Christmas lore. For lhree
weeks during the Christ-
muas  season, children
traditionally go from
place to place recitlng
Chrisimas poems. They
expect coins in-return, to
buy holiday goodies.

In Sweden

 An ancienl cuslom that
is slill ohserved in some
Swedish households
fodny is that of “'dipping
bread into the pot." Each
Eersun dips a piece of

d inlo pork and saus-
age drippings and eals j{
for good luck,

A procesgion which
blenda pagan and Chrlsi-
mas cusioms is parl of
the legend and lore of the
lwliday in Ruppin, Ger-
many. A rider on a white
horse, symbollzing the
horse of the pagan god

e

I s're hoping this will be o warm,

happy holidery .

. filled with kots of cheerl

Our grotitude for your kind swpport.

Earl Van Norman - Electrician
Azton — B53-0660

Wistan, leads the parade.
He Is followed by Father
Chiristmas, who is decked
with ribbons and carries
candy and {ruit.

A Swiss custom thal
dales back to Lhe Midd}e
Ages iz lo starl the New
Year free of debis. Deg-

. ember 6th, the feast of SL.

Nicholas of Myra, the
{irsi Sanita Claus, is the
day set to meel all mone-
tary obligations such as
renis and morigages.
Holland custom

For Sl. Nicholes sei-
son, il's (lradilional in
Holland to make [Oat
cakes called Kiaasjes.

- (nce exclusively made in

Lhe ferm of the bishop, 5t.

Nicholas, Kiassjes now

take any form of bird.
beost or fish.

.with

popularily of ﬂhnslmus
lrees increased, bringing
tL a variely of
decorations and ac
cessories.

The Christmas tree
iradilion spread ocross
America via Lhe German
immigrants. The first
iree on
1747, in Pennsylvania and
(rom Lhere the idea ex-
tended across
Philadelphin, Massac-
huseites, Tlinols,
Virginia and New York.
In 1860 the Americans
developed the first Hoor-
{o~ceiling Chrislmas {ree.

By the beginning of the
iwentlieth centry cne
family in five had their
own lree, and over Lhe
next Lten years the
tradition hecame a
universal part of Lhe
North American Christ-
mas celebration.

With the numerous and
easily avgilable
evergreens in  Canada,
Canadian families soon
adopled this age old
lradilion, and before long
the Christmas tree was a
famiiar part of (he
festive season.

Today, the natural,

lifelike Christmas irees

found in many homes are

i
E:Ind"'nl omr \hanks and hesstich far a
prayers
boliday Rlikd with 1he troe s of Chirntmes—

h“i Pm' H-‘u-

record was In

=

artificial. Almosl one out
of ever four Coanadian
{amilies shopping for
Christmas trees now
chooses the artilicial
kind. The Christimas
Council eslimates
Christmas tree sales will
surpass 1,000,000  this
year and Lhat 250,000 of
these lrees will be ar-
tificial. Beauty, con-
venience, economy, and
salely are some of the
many reasons why ar-
lilicial trees have
become so  popular
across North America.
There is & wide and
varied collection of
Christliias trees
avallable, designed to
ineet Lthe desires of even
the most diseriminating

consumer, From the 12

Inch table top mode] to
the elght [oot giant, Lthere
is a style and size for
everyone,

With minimal care,
these lrees should last
anywhere between 10 {o
15 years. When storing

them after (he holiday
season place the bran-
ches in lavers, in the
nriginal box to preveni
them from:  being
crushed,

The arlificial tree is
ensy lo pssembie and
decorate. Il comes
complete with sland,
trunk and adjustable
branches for individual
shaping, opening u
host of decorating ldeas
for the purchaser.

Wise consumers look
for arlilicial trees that
are fire retardant and
that list their lighting
specifications. Far (he
energy conscious buyer,
there i3 a vast array of
altractive and [estive
minllighls and 5 wait
regula.r size indoor light

Wilh all Lthe advanlages
agsociated with artilieial
irees, It Is Hille wonder
that many people are
buying more than one of
these trees for their

Greener}- and glitter, turkey
and treats, love and laughter, that's
what holidays are made of.

Hope your Christmas is the best!
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