Third win

Thund'erbirds find Sabres too tough on home ice
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Big Stop! Acton Sabres goaltender Rob Bremner got a pad on this
shoi from a Thornhill Thunderbird forward during the Sabres third

win of the scason al the community centre last Wednesday night.
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With the exception of a
couple of outlandish
scares, Aclon Sabres
baving been playing their
best hockey on home lce
this season. No ane knows
that better than Thornhill

Thunderbirds.
The Thunderbirds are

e In a battle for one of the

The win moved lhe sabred out of the Central League cellar iwo polnis
ahead of the Millon Flyers.

Wednesday, Decernber 18, 1979

Van's Welding surprises Centre

remaining play-off spols
in the Central Ontarlo
Junior ‘B’ but have had a
particularly time
on Acton ice allowing the
Sabres to record wins on
both Thornhill visits.

The lates! Sabre win
over the Thunderbirds
came last Wednesday
evening as the Sabres
picked up their third win
of the year and the second
in as many home games
scoring {wo goals in the
final minute for a G4
victory. The points move
the Sabres ahead of the
Milton Flyers and out of
the league cellar.

In their only other
game of. the week the
Sabres-continued to cause
havoc on their own ice as
the Brampton Chevys
were presaured into
gcoring a 5-J win.

The Thunderbirds
opened the game's
gcoring at the 2.26 mark
of the opening frame but
Pat Fung netted the twine
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from Neil Anderson
before the f[rame had

ended gending the teams
to the dressing room tied
1-1,

Thornhill regained the
Jead in the second only to
have Denis Charbonneau
fire his first of a pair from
Anderson and Fung.
Thornhill tock the lead for
a third time bul Steve
Miller netted the
equalizer this time
around with Anderson
and Fung again eaming
helpers. .

Barry Trood's goal with
just under five minules
remaining in Lthe sipnza
gave the Acton side their
first taste of the [ead.
Wade Vickery and Bob
Allsop earned assisis.-

Thunderbird pulled
back even with a
pawerplay effort al the
6.19 matrk of the final
stenza and the two squads
settied down to scoreless
hockey until the final
minute when the Sabres
notched a powerplay goal
[rom Charbonneau (o
give them the lead and
the win. Neil Anderson
and Pat Fung picked up
another gesist each for
the locals giving each o
four point night.

Brad Buchanan fired
an insurance marker H4
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seconds later from Trood
and Vickery.

Sabres’ coach Jules
Russiani was pleased
with his team’s -
formance for oll but
about ten minuies of the
conlest.

Russiani praised
delenseman Denis Char-
bonneau for hls seolid
effort in the contest on
defense as well as nelting
a pair of markers in-
cluding the game winner.

Russiant was not as
pleased with the effort his
team pul out against
Brampton although they
gave the visitors all they
could handle.

“{t was a different ty
of game," said Russiani.
"We had no husitle or
enthusiasm for the
sccond game in & row
against the Chevys
{Brampton)™'.

The Sabres fell behind
290 before Steve Miller
netted his first (irst of two
from Brad Buchonan late
in the opening frame.

Aclon evened the counl
in the [irst minuie of the
second stanza as Miller
connected with Pat Fung.

Brampton pulled ahead
by two belore the second
stanza ended leaving the
Sabres to fight from

behind if they wanted the
win.

Acton played whao!
Russiani considered ten
minutes of hockey in the
final frame pulling to
within one on Wade
Vickery's marker [rom
Barry Trood at the
periods mid-point but a
final Brampton goal witlh
pul theicing onthe cake,

Steye Kruk was bet-
ween the Acton pipes lor
the contest [acing 32
shats, while the Sabres
fired 35at the other end,

"The game marked the

return of Sabre Art
Currie to the line-up.
Currie toiled with the
Sabres lwo seasons ago
and decided recently o
try a comeback.,

8.30p.m._coniest.

Saturday the !ocals
return  to  the serious
league action when the
Dixiec Bee Hives are in
town. The game time {or
the contest has been
changed to a 7.30 p.m.
start from the regular
£.30p.m. time.

The Sabres got another ad g

surprisc on Monday night
when the captain of last
¥ear's Sabres, Kelly
Shaw, showed up at
practise. Shaw hns been
attending University in
eastern Canada but will

be in an Acton uniform

for the next month or so,
gecording to Russiani,

The Sabres will tnke on
the Bulfalo Junior Sabres
in an exhtbition contest
this Friday night in an

Secand Section

| .
Kelly Shaw - returns to
Acton lineup,

Blow Press takes over top spot

The streak couldn’t Iast
for Lakeview Cenlre bul
very f{ew ple felt it
would be Van's Welding
thal knocked off the
undefeated league
leaders.

[.asi placed Van's
provided what may be
{he upsel of Lhe season in
Acton Industrlal action at
the communily cenire
Sunday night, scoring 7-3
win aver the Centre. In
viher action.
Ferminal Waorehouse
slalled lhe improving
Heller's leam 7-5 and
Blow Press moved into
sole possesion of {irst
place with 7-1 (riumph
nver Family Cleaners,

Van's used four second
perind  tallies to  their
lavor asthey scored their
secomd  viclory in nine
gnmes.

Garv Moore paced the

Aclon’

Welder atlack nelting
three goals, while Steve
Townsley, Gary Pickles,
tliver Cooper, and John
Snow tallied singles.

Couper and Brent Trwin

neited a pair of assists
cach for the winners with
Bob  Brenton, Sleve
Townsley, Gary Moore,
Evan Hayler and John
Snow carning singles.
Bart Jacobs scored the
Lakeview goal giving
tham an early lead bul
Jim Haggelt and Floyd
Hilller were Lhe only
uther Cenlremen able lo
beat Charlle “Pylon”
Payne in Van's goal.
Glen McKenzie, Ron
Mellon and Ron Schrmidt
earned helpers for the
tnsers. B
Heller's had been the
hoilest club in the league
over lhe pas! few weeks
carning two wins arnd a

tie in the past Lhree
weeks afler going point-
less for the first five
games. But their slreak
came luanend Sunday as
Aclon - Terminal”
Warehouse came back
from a 3-1 deficit to score
a 7-5 win,

George McPhail,
Bruce McPbail and Chris
Tennanl fired lwo goals
each for the Warehousers
with Gary Marsh count-
ing the other while
Geotge  McPhail  and
Tennant picked up a pair
nf assists .each. Bruce
McPhail and Ken Hurren
earned solo helpers.

Dave Thompsen and
Jelf Townsley shared the
scoring  honors  for
Heller's with a pair of
goals cach whie John
Ashley counted the other,
John MeCulcheon picked
up two assisls for the

losers while Bob Jarrett,
andy DMcintyre, Dave
Thompson, Lorne Gordon
and Townsley earned
solo nssists,

Heller's Ted "2-0 "after
the first 20 minutes of the.

game and 43 afler lwo
but let ATW score a 4-1
third pericd victlory.

Blow Press jumped
into first place in the ind-
ustrinl slandings with
their 7-1 win over Family
Cleaners Sunday, and
Lakeview's loss.

The game was never
really in doubl as the
Pressmen bullt up a 390
[irst period lead ex-
tending it ln5-0 before the
second sianza ended.

Bili Field paced the
Blow Press attack with
three goals while Bruce

!

 MacPherson was cluse
behind with o pair. Henry
Toebes and Wayne Allan

_men earnln

fired the other Pressmen
goals. ;
Bruce MacPhersan had
a big night for the Press-
. T — ] rmlr milln
o accompa pairof
goals while Dave Paul
plcked up - helpérs:- wn
lhree  ocecasions, .- Bill
Field counted two fissisls
and Rick Henderson a

single.
Ernie Ruck netted the

only  Cleaners  goal
unassisted, '

In action this Sunday
night Family Cleaners
and Van's Welding do
battle in a 7:10 p.m. con-
test. Al 8120 pm
Lakeview will try s gel
back un the winning
track when lhey meel
Acton Terminal Ware
house and at 9:40 p.m.
Blow Press meetls
Hellers.
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Sabres vs Sabres in exhibition

This Friday night is going Lo be
a special occasion for the Ontario
Junior “B" as they will meet
Buffalo Junior A" Sabres in an
exhibition confrortation at Acton
Community Centre.

For the Acton team it is a
chance to meet competition from
outside the Central league and for
a few it will be a chance to renew
an acquaintance with former
Acton Sabre and now Buffalo
Sabre Joe Hurley.

Hurley was a member of the
Acton team {wo seasons ago, des-
pite being a resident of Buffalo.
Hurley played most of the season
with the Sabres that year until an
untimely check in a game in
Burlington sidelined the ferward
for the rest of the year with a bro-
ken leg.

‘The Sabres’ executive is looking
to make the game a memorable
one. Buffalo is in second or third
spot in their league according to
Sabres spokesman Lee Vickery
behind a team from Detroit. “"The
report is that they are big, good
skaters," says Vickery.

Former Buffalo Sabre Jim
Lorenz.is the coach of the Buffalo
team.

The Acton group went as far as
asking for what may be con-
sidered the most colorful referee
in the Ontario Hockey Association
in Bill Devorski to officiate the
game. Devorski is considered by
many to be worth the price of

Round!
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by Hobin InsScoe

admission on his own with his
unique styleof gamecalling.

The Sabres executive couldn’t
get an answer on whether
Devorski will be here but the OHA
says they may have no choice on
who they send. “‘It's their busiest
time of year,” said Vickery and
most officials have been assigned
games for Friday."

The Acton people are also hop-
ing the Sabres will be able to bring
some autographed hockey sticks
from their NHL Sabres to
distribute but Acton says there
will definitely be sticks signed by
the Junior Sabres.

At press time it wasn't con-
firmed but the game may even be
carried on cable television. Final
details of that arrangement were
to be made late Wednesday.

Sabres president Vickery has a
copy of the American national
anthem that will be played prior
to the contest but is looking for
help in-locating a United States
flag for the occasion. He is asking
that anyone having or knowing of
a flag that my be available for
their use to contact him at 853-

3679.

The game itself should prove
interesting. It has been said that
U.S. Junior “A” is equivalent to
our Junior B’ hockey and this is
the Acton team’s chance to prove
they belong in Junior “B'’ hockey.

The two clubs are currently
planning: a return match for the
Buffalo Memorial Auditerium in
January or February and Vickery
is hoping ‘arrangements can be
made for the locals to stay for a

Buffalo game after playing their

contest.
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I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank each and every
contributor, coach, manager and
player who has helped me in get-
ting games sheets and other facts
in print each and every week.

The Acton Free Press is a
community newspaper and with-
out the people of the community
informing the news staff of what
is going on around us we would be

missing several of the items that -

appear on our pages weekly.

To each and every one a very
Merry Christmas and the Hap-
piest of New Year's.

Anytime there is something
going on related to the sports and
recreation area give me a call.

Again, may you have the hap-
piest holiday season. Keep those
reports coming in.
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Halien Hills Recreation Department’s Sixth Anngnal Water Show entertained many parents and [riends at the Lion's Club Pool Friday.
Izciwded in the program were demonstrations of diving and swimming skills by many youngsters. Highlights of {he entertainment
were the displays of synchronlred swimming, especially the candle 1if routine which completed the evening. All staff took part in Lhe
Sanila Claus sleigh and “sea reladeer” skit which combined water safety messages with seasonal greetings. According lo Judy
Paterson, who narmated much of the show, this was the last water entertainment to be arranged by Karen Brading. Mrs. Brading,
assistant sapervisor of the Acton pool, is leaving. Mrs. Brading wns afso a rubsiitute asslstant supervisor and teacher a1 the pool for

two yenrs.

FPhotos by Eric Elstone




