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Compulsory auto insurance

Ontario’s new comptlsory Auto-
mobile Insurance Act came into
effect December 1 of this year.
Many will agree it was about
time. No longer will irresponsible
drivers be able to plunk $150 down
and consider they have met all
their obligations.

The Act required that all motor
vehicles registered on or after
that date be covered by a min-
imum of $100,000 third party liab-
ility insurance. Under the new
legislation Ontario drivers can no
longer pay $150 into the Motor
Vehicle Accident Claims Fund
and register a vehicle for use
without insurance.

Vehicle owners will be required
to verify in writing that they have
insurance before registering a
vehicle or renewing registration
and obtaining 1980 licence plate
stickers.

Consumer minister Frank Drea
says the legislation reflects the
ministry’s view and the predom-
inant public view that everyone on
the road must be f{inancially
responsible. At the same time it
guarantees every motorist in Ont-
ario will have access to insurance

‘coverage.

The legislation calls for the
formation of an insurance ind-
ustry pool for high risk drivers.

Membership is mandatory for all
insurers licensed to write aito-
mobile insurance in Ontario.
Rates created by that association
will be subject to approval by the
Superintendent of Insurance to
ensure high risk drivers are
treated fairly.

Another part of the legislation
which will appeal to anvone ever
refused insurance is the provision
for fines of up to $2,000 to agents
who refuse to provide and process
an application. Insurers who
refuse to provide coverage are
liable to a maximum fine of
$25,000.

Drea has decided the Motor
Vehicle accident Claims Fund will
remain to handle instances in
which claims cannot be handled
by an insurer,

Owners of vehicles driving with-
out insurance or permits another
to drive an uninsured vehicle will
be liable to fines of $500 to $2,500,
possible suspension of their
driver's licence for a period of up
to a year, and possible impound-
ing of the vehicle for up to three
months, '

Tough measures but needed ata
time when some drivers avoided
their financiai responsibility on
the road.

. .
Lower hydro rates

Ontarioc Hydro, with the

assistance of municipal utilities,..

wants to see if they can save cust-
omers money by offering lower
rates for power consumed during
off-peak hours. It sounds like an
admirable idea.

Hydro is conducting an exper-
iment to determine whether peo-
ple will shift their power demands
because if they do it could mean
fewer power plants and trans-
mission lines will have to be built.

“It's like mass transit. They
have their rush hour, and so do
we,”’ Hydro's rate manager ex-
plains. “A lot of equipment is
needed to handie all those people,
and it isn't used nearly as much at
other times, The same is true of
electric power."” |

» He says Hydro doesn’t expect
:people to change their supper
‘hour but they might wait until 9
p.m., for instance, to turn on their
:dishwasher, or turn their ther-

L B ]

« 1l you are old enough to recall the early
cdays of our love affalr with the molor car
{you may also remember how car owners
:would brag about the performance of their
iron steeds.

. 0Old Albert proudly announced that he
: Bot his Gray Dort up to 45 miles an hour on
:the Centre Gravel and Uncle Louis said his
» Hupmobile could ¢limb the highest hill in
ithe neighborhood in high gear. In other
»words, when you bought a car in those far-
yolf days you teok your gwn chances on per-
! formance.

+ As the years sped by automobile manu-
E!&clureni tock much of the hit-and-miss
+out of car buying by guaranteeing mech-

Ennkral cfficlency. Today we enjoy manu-
Jfacturers’ guarantees for sn many miles

:
¥

by Eric Elstone

mostats down during peak hours.
If rates are attractive enough

| many péople will take advantage

of the savings but consumers
would also be much interested in a
Hydro plan to charge rates that
reflect
ricity—the user pay principle.

Under the present system the
user who tries to save on his elect-
rical bills is penalized because he
does not use enough power, The
system goes back to times when
Ontaric Hydro had plenty of
power and wanted to sell it. Those
days are long gone. Conservation
is the theme today but the an-
tiquated billing system has not
been changed. Large users of
power get premium rates.

Conservation would have more
clout if it paid well to kick the
power habits ingrained through
the years. More consumers would
flip switches off if they knew it
would keep costly hydro bills
down.

Guaranteed mileage

on Lhe engine and so many more on the
power lraln, etc. More recently there are
even guarantees against body rust for the
given length of time.

Things are changing. though. Tornor-

row’s car buyer is going lo have one gver-

riding interest. That will be miles per gal-
lon on fuel consumption—fue] which is des-
perately expensive and may possibly be in

short supply.

Car owners, like almost everyone else in
the consumer field, are golng to become
very demanding. The car manufacturer

who recognizes this factor and is prepared

to protect his customers will get the lion's

share of tommorrow’s market.—Wingham
Advance Times.

Human rights generally covers a range

their use of elect-.
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The pen is mightier than the jail key.

Thal is the image which reflects the
efforts of Amnesty Inlernational wvol-
unteers. They mass thelr typewriters to
unlock prison doors and [ree people, who
by international standards, deserve to
enjoy Lheir rights.

Amnesty International is a non-govern-
ment organization which tries everyday to
keep significant the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,

So whal, you say! Ancther do-gooder
outhit, right? Right.

Human rights is one of Lthose concepts
which appears vague when all is well, but
when one or lwo disappear, the image
quickly sharpens. Amnesty International's
specific role is (o provide practical help for
people whose human rights have been
overiooked or violated,

]

of concerns, however, the most commonly
accepted statement is he Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, which was
adopled by the United Nations General
Assembly in 1948, It contains 30 articles of
declaration. It seems opportune to men-
tion some of them because Monday was
Human Rights Day.

Herc are some examples from the dee
laration: the right to life, liberty and scc-
urity of person, to equallty before the law
without discrimination, to freedom of
movement, to freedom of opinion and
expression, and to freedom of peaceful
assembly. Also established in the
declaration is that everyone has the right
Lo taxe part in the government of his or her
coumiry, to work, to receive equal pay for
equal work, lo receive just and favorable
remuneration. to enjoy rest and leisure,

It looks as theugh the Smileys are going

- 1o have a family Christmas this year, for

the first time in quite a few.

As I wrile, son Hugh is to arrive to-
morrow from Paraguay. There's no way
we're going to get rid of him inside a
month.

Daughter Kim and the grandbeys are
going to get out of Moosonee for Christmas
if they have to hire a dog-sled.

We are a very close-knit family, and it
should be & grand occasion. Close-knit. As
in pulled together by needles.

Hugh in his inimitable way, has wand-
cred from Paraguay by easy stages,
spending a (ew days here, a few weeks
there. He seems to have friends, more
commonly known as “‘marks,” all over
North and South America, who will put
him up for a few days, and feed him, for
the sheer pleasire of his companionship.

He started out from Paraguay in Sept-
cmber, In Oclober we had a lelter from
Florida, soying he was staying with
{riends and taking a course In massage or
something from an ancient Japanese
gentleman. A month later he phones from
Toronto, colleet, and announces his second
coming. Actually, it's about his fourth.

His mother was ready to welcome him
with open arms and o half-open wallet. But
the more he dallled and dillled, the holler
she grow,

By the time he phoned, collect, she had a

full head of steam on, and the conversation
went something like this:

"I suppose you have no money, as
usuail."
]

"“Right, Mom."

“'1 don’t suppose you have a winter over-
coaf?"

L] IHnt r.l'ﬂm1 kE

“Well, I'm sick and tired of you kids

and to have an adequale stondard of lving
and education.

Much of Amnesty International’s con-
cern rests on violatiens of human rights
related Lo law. One measure of such vigl-
alions comes by putling oneself in the
viclim's places. For example, arrest
without charges or trial. That was what
happened to Gerard Toussalnt, a school
teacher in Haill in 1969, The Guelph group
of Amnesty International took on the case
of Gerard Toussaint in January 1974. After
more than three years of organizing letters
from America, Europe and other parts of
Canada plus enlisting help from the
Canadian Federation of Teachers and
paliticians, Gerard Toussaint was released
from jail—stlll without charges and
without Irial, :

The Guelph Amnesty Internationil
groupis made up of ordinary citizens from
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BUIKE actom eree ptess
’Wh&'z’{_l_ it be Mac, one drop or two?”

Looking forward to family Christmas
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{he's 32) coming home without a penny
.and expecting to be taken in and coddled.”
And mare of Lhe same. Hugh hung up.

My wife, in an agony of guilt, promptly
phoned everyone who might know where
he'd called from. No luck. Then she called
her daughter, who retorted, “Do you want
to hear another of your children hang up on
you?'" And promplly did.

1 was quietly watching the Grey Cup
game, and wondering why [ should be
interested In a lot of burly young Amer-
icans smashing ekch other around.

Aboul 24 hours later, Hugh put through
another call, this time not collect. He was
slicking somebody clse for the phone eall
He knows his mother, She apologized all to
hell. He sald, typically, ""Mom, you ceuld
have boughl me a winter coat with all the
money You spend on long-distance calls.™
It made her mad again, but she couldn't
help laughing.

That's what I mean. We're a close-knit
family. Wilh needles. All I do i3 hold the
wool and try to stay out of needle-range,
not always with success.

I remember when I used to tell the kids
stories aboul what happened to me In the
war. They liked themn better than the usual
bed-lime stories and fairy tales. Maost of
them were falry tales, come to think of It.

I can see what will happen (his Christ-
mas. Hugh will be regaling us with stories
of swimming a barracuda-infeated river,
struggling in the coils of an anaconda,
being shot at with polsoned blow-pipes. My
wile will be wide-eyed.

as South Korea, Chile, Philippines,
Pakistan, East Germany, Brazil and the
United States.

Prisoner of conscience is an Amnesty
Inlernational term for men and women
who are imprisoned for their beliefs, color,
clhnic origin, language or religion,
provided they have neither used nor ad-
vocated violence.

So far you have read of 4,133 prisoners of
cotiscience for this year,

Guelph Is an adoption group which
means thal at any time members are
working on cases involving someone from
a Western, an Eastern or a Third World
country.

Abuse of human rights has spread to
form a world wide pattern, according to

- Kim will be regaling us with stories of
the tough Indian kids she’s teaching, who
arrive spaced out, drunk or pregnant, and
the horrors of the unreliable taxi service
“into town. My wife will be absorbed.
terrilied, fascinated.

The grandboys will be eating peanut.
bulter and honey sandwiches all aver our
brand-newly-recovered chesterfield suils.
Their grandmother will be just plain fur-
ious. :

And I'll be sitting in a corner, relegated
(o getling some more wood for the fire-
place, taking squealing, furious Balind off
to bed, and wondering when 1 can get in a
word about the dreadful kids I have in
Grade 9 this year, my battles with the
administration, and the shrinking of my
potential pension through inflation,

In the face of all that exoticism. I'll
probably be driven to the grave. if Lhis
happens, the turkey won't be prepared,
‘cause | always do it.

There’ll be rivalry in the horror stories.
Both of our children will plead extreme
poverly, demur the value of the presents
they got, and nip out lo visit friends on
Christmas Eve, while the 0ld Battleaxe
and I make the gravy and whip the tumips.

And beat the grandboys, if we can calch

them.

Ah, but it'll be grand to have the family
together again. There's nothing that can
touch getling up on Christmes morning,
hung, and looking after the grandboys for
five hours while the “young people’ sleep
till noon.

On the olher hand, there just might be. |
am Investigating a return ticket to Howaii,
alngle, for the holiday season.

IT1lelt quietly, without fuss, and nobody
knew where I was, I could come back on
January 2, knowing full well that my wife
would have kicked the whole mob out.

FurhEstate  Typewriters help free ‘prisoners of conscience’

many walks of life. In six years the group
hos helped gain release from prisons 16
prisoners of conscience In such countries

Ampesty Internalional’s annual report,
which was made public Sundsy. The 220~
page report indicates that incidents of
arbilrary arresis, polilical imprisonment,
torture ond the use of the death penally are
spreading.

Political dissenters, warns Amnesty
International were facing an increasing
threat of murder or execution in countries
wilth widely different ideologies.

Ampesty  International  Secretary

" General Martin Ennals acknowledges the

organization’s reperts on human rights
arouse controversy. He went on to say,
however, “‘when governments change and
regimes fall, lhe criticlsms voiced by
Amnesty International are normally found
to have been cautious underslatements of
the situation which in reallly existed.”

{Continued on Page b)
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10 years ago

Taken from the issue Acton Free Press
Wednesdny, December 7, 1569

The Latin banquet at the high school was
0 unigue success, thanks to the Latin Club
and Mrs. Martindale. Bob Krul and Nancy
Shaw won prizes for the best togas,

Theo Paplllon received a gill in recog-
nition of his many years on Beardmore fire
brigade,

Incumbent councillors relurned in
Eramosa were D. McPhedran, Warren
Parkinson and Blll Adsett.

Curlers started using thelr new club Lhis
week. Vice-president Johnny Goy delivered
the firsl ceremonial rock in the absence of
club president Hev. Andy McKenzle. Tom
Nicol and Jack Lovell performed the
sweeping dutles.

FFor the first time, The Free Press fen-
tures a lour-color section,

The first compulsory breathalyrer lest
was administered by Cons. Roy Weed
Saturday. The system came inlo effect Dec.
i.

The former Anglican rectory is belng
pulled down.

20 years ago

Taken (rom the Acton Free Press
Thursday, December 17, 059

John A. Ladouceur was elected from 15
applicants lo become Acton’s firs! assessor.

An innovation was started at the post
office when a night shift was started to cope
with the volume of mail. Vic Bristow and
Dave Dodgson are working nights.

The Robert Little auditorium was jam-
nmied to capacity for the musical Christmas
concert directed by Glenn Banks assisted
by Doug Copeland. Children whko read
Scripture were coached by Mrs, Gwixdala.
Among those wilh solo parts were Billy
Pendleton, Colleen Perkins, Timmy Cules,
Scott Watson, Eileen Mvers, Jane Watson,
Brenda Denny. Michael Frame, Duerma
Pendleton, Nancy Rognvaidson. Vivian
Smith, Sharon Bradlev, Tinie Witbaard
Jane McCrae, Karin Heller, Betty Findlay.
Janice Woodburn, Ricky Herderson. John
McNabb and Danny Arbic.

The O.P.P. investigated ihe first acrident
on Highway 401 Tuesday.

A large crowd attended Knox Presbv-
terian church Sunday School concert Satur-
day night, undeterred by the ice storm and
power faijure.

Ospringe church supper was eaten bv
candlelight, but the concert was canceiled.

The Y's men are selling Christmas trees.

50 years ago

Taken from the Acton Free Press
Tharsday December 12, 159

The annual oyster and chicken supper of
lhe Everton district beef ring tock place at
the community hall.

William E. Ramsden was named sec
relary-treasurer of the new arena and
curling club,

When Mr, and Mes. HP. Moore were
married here 50 years ago, radio had not
been discovered, there was no electric
light. no telephone, no motor cars, no moler
driven machinery nor airplanes, there were
no motion pictures, let tone lalking pie
tures and television pictures, streel cars
were propelled by horses and farm tractors
were not even dreamed of. Will the next 50
vears show as greal advances?

The winter season of Chatauqua concerts
have been arranged to be given in Acton
this vear.

The new curling club is being favored
with a good mcembership list.

Eden Mills is to be made a Police Village
by Wellington County Council,

A large crowd attended the turkey social

~at St. Alban's parish hall.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
Thursday. December LI, 1879

By-law no. 76—a by-law lo raise by way of
a loan the sum of $350, to pay the purchase
money of land for a Public Cemelery.

It ' appears the village colleclor is ex-
periencing considerable difficulty In col-
lecting the slatute labor tax from young
men over 21 years of age. The money col-
lecled in this manner is used to keep the
roads and sidewalks in proper condilion.

The concert under the auspices of the
choir of the Methodist church was but fairly
altended. Prol. Harrlngton of Guelph led
the choir. We understand a supper was
provided for the singers after the concert
but we were not presen! to make a report.

A {ew cords of Beech and Maple Cord-
wood will be taken in exchange for pew
subscriplions to the Free Press.

Mr. W.C. King, one of Lhe kid finishers
employed in Mr. James Moore's glove
Jeather manwaclory, left last night for
England to visit an aged mother who lies at
the point of death. His family remain here.
Wempchﬂmay huvetheplea;mw
meeling his respected mother on ;

.




