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Rhoda and Bruce Shoemaker marked 25 years In
Acton this week as well as their 25th weddlag anni-

i

versary. The popular couple are pictured outside
the historic funeralhome.

Shoemaker Funeral Home
marks silver an

Tomorrow, November |, is the silver anniversary
of Shoemaker Funeral Home. [t was 25 years ago
when Bruce and Rhoda Shoemaker took over the
Rumley Funerzl Hfome on Mill Street. .

The beauliful house, now the Shoemaker's home
and place of business, was built over 100 years ago
by W.H, Storey, enireprencur and owner of the
famous glove factory then on the sight of the present
posi office,

The clegant house was called Sunderland Villa,
heated through pipes placed underground from the
glove factory meeling radiators within the hottse.
The radintors are still in use, although now con-
nected to an independent furnace.

Alter serving some time as a boarding house and
a hotel for old soldiers it was purchased in 1037 by
Yictor Rumley, then operator of Rumley Furniture
store and Funeral home on the sight of Acton Home
Furnishings. The movie theatre was right next door
in what isnow Mike Kinal's hardware store.

In 1053, Bruce Shoemaker came to Aclon to werk
for Vic Rumley and ended up buying the business in
1854 in partnership with his father. The funeral
homse wits known a8 Humley-Shoemaker for many
years oul of respeet for the former vwner, Bruce
expliins.,

Actlve church members

However, this is a prolile about peoplc not a house
and two well liked, respected members of the
community are Rhoda anid Bruce Shoemaker,

The business is family run with Rhoda taking care
of the lusiness end and Bruce as the funeral
director.

Bruce, a lively, opintonated fellow, became an
apprentice in the funeral business after graduating
frarn high schoal when career guidance tests in-
thiraled he was looking for an aren where he could
help people. : '

Soveral courses in anatomy and psychology from
the University of Toronto, Banting Instituie, and
Toronto General Hospital Jed Bruce to his provin-
clol exarninations and licence.

Strongly religious - he and Rhoda are active mem-
bers of Trinity United Church - and descended from
Mennonite stock north of Kitchener, Bruce was
much affected by the stark austere funerals of his
Mennonite grandparents. He feit (there hod Lo he
more to help the family, the ones left behind.

He's spen! the 25 plus years since proving there is .

indeed more that can be dond Lo help a family griev.
ing over death. He says different people have dif-
ferant needs but a funeral can provide a ““meaning-
ful tribute” for the family to the loved one.

“You can't start to heal till surgery is per-
formed,"” Bruce says using the analogy of an opera-
tion ond a funeral. **You have to work out gricl tak-
ing one hurdleat a time.™

Briice says the more he sees the moere he realizes
4 funeral has a therapeulic value ond people re-
fusing o funeral often feel incomplete.

The bereaved need Strength and compassion,
Bruce says and he tries lo give stability, encour-

with JENNIFER BARR

nging people to let emotions show. Tears are a re-
lease, he says, and come easier now there's a social
change in attitudes, There's been so much research
inte griefl and sulfering Bruce (cels people are
realizing the necessity Lo grieve Tully.
 Limitactivities

In such a stressful business, Bruce has had to
learn - the hard way - that there's a place past which
his emotions can’'l go. Community activilies plus
business pressures put Bruce in hospital for several
weeks a few years ago. Al that peint he had to re-
eviuate and assess the situation. He found he had te
fimit his aclivities which involved several service
clubs and church committees. His first duty was te

-his Tamily, he {eil, then to his business and the

families he serves.

He stayed in the business and is glad he did, leel-
ing he and Rhoda are doing a real service to the
communily.

“Grief shared is grief diminished,” says Bruee,
summing up his whole reasen for being in the fun-
eral business.

A large folder of "thank you" letters indicate
what a well-received job the Shoemakers do.

. Changed Nleatyley

Twenty-five years have shown a lot of change in
lifestyle and attitudes, Bruce says.

In some ways the family hes diminished. People
used to be born at home and die at home. Now in-
dividuals are so mobile it's more practical to plan a
funeral {rom a central home. Up until recenily,
older people had to spend their retirement years

away from Acton because of a lack of enough senior

citizen necommodation. So people were even mare
removed from family ties, However, Bruce {eels the
new senior apartments, presently being buill on
Elizabeth Drive, will help lo bring seniors back into
their own community and among friends.

Bruce is one of the (ew people content with their
lot in life. He's seen too many people driving them.
sclves and dropping dead premuturely - he doesn't
want to follow that route!

He and Rhoda have a good business, twe [ine
daughters, Sue and Nancy, son-in-law, Barry. and
an adored baby granddaughter, Tara.

Bruce's only problem at the moment is a tendency
lo disagree with me when we get into our lively de-
bates. I'm sure, when -we gel this little quirk
straightened out, he'll be a completely contented
man,

Car lot dispute

costly

On the Leavell

With Helen

A fomiltar face around Acton high

school disappeared this week, when
secrelary Sheita Wilsonlelt to be the of-
fice manager at Milton high school.
Mrs. Wilson will be missed by both
staff and students, and aise by re
porters who phoned or dropped in for

information.
+

Tonight is Hallowe’en, the night when
all sorts of ghosts and ghouls come out
of the woodwork to trick or {real.

A Legion draw

P
&+ - -

tube caught my eye. If it wasn't Sir Ed-
ilor Harlley Coles. Closer scrutiny of
the set revealed it was Yves Berube,
Quebec Ministry of Natural Resourcees.
Hartley's resemblance 1o the Quebec

cabinel minister is a sort of joke around

+ o+

Toronio Star,

My best Hallowe'en was when 1 was

six, and wrestling with a bout with the
measles. Most of the neighbors knew |
was sick and gave my tlder brother and
sister extra candy for me. When they
hod compieted their rounds in the
immediale neighborhood,

panded to strangers’ hames, and told

my sad story. More luck. By lhe time
they quil for the night (hey had more
candy than imaginable for me—and 1
hadn't even lefl Lhe living room couch.
My first Hallowe'en in Aclon, former
Free Presser Jan Marshall, Carelyn
Artem (Duvab and I made the rounds
in costume. Few recognized me dressed
in an oripinal turn of the century dress
lganed to me by Margeurile Taylor. 1
topped the outfil off with ski boots.

¥

Was reading the newspaper ane day
last week while keeping one cye on the
iclevision, A familiar face on the boob

lhis column,

+ 4

the Free Press as a newspaper clipping
ol Berube on our bulleélin board has
people thinking our boss works on the

S

Free Press Sports Editor Hobin In-
sroe's sister Sandra won the Aclon
Pathfinders Hoaggedy Ann doll draw
Saturday at the Aclon Brownie, Guide
and Pathlinders’ bazaar.
they ex- + + +

High school commencement is this
Friday evening. It is a good lime to cot-
ch up on lost friendships.

+ + '+

After several months of my wriling

Alma Swetr-on finally

asked ime what the title meant, She was
reading it, as most people might as *'On
the lee-a-vell”. Aclually, il reads “on
the Level’. Leavell, pronotunced level
was my maiden name. When il came
time to name this space, there was no-
thing catchy we could do with Murray.
Does thal explanation help Alma?

Sally Ann kettles throughout town

The Acton branch of

Hills during December.

Ihe Salvalion Army has
been given permission {0
place Christmas Cheer
ketiles throughout Halton

The practice is new lo

tlhe town, and {unds
raised will be spent on

Retirement Home

for |

. Active Senior Ci_tizens

Sanior Citizens — Home Comforts

— Be Yaoursslf

2 minutes downtown Acton, semi-private
rooms, male and female.

Z4-hour coverage, home-like atmosphere,
all inclusive rates.

Cwner qualified nurse.

~ 853-1020

99

IT HAS BEEN A

Christmias hampers and
winer relief.
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A personal dispule be-
Iween neighbors could
cost an Acton man his
livlihood.

Dave Wilson read w:
the Georgelown  Ine
dependent he was o be
given {ive to six months
o vacnie his used car
business from ils [ocation
on Highway 7 near King-
domn Hall. Halton Hills
couwnctl bad agreed with a
planning board decision,

Mr. Wilson is ex-
Iremely upsel the matter
was discussed, and a dec-
1slon was reached with-
out his knowledge. He
says he was not notified
lits properly was being
discussed and was not
colled upon to offer his
side of the story.

A letler to plannimg
hoard from neighbors
Jomes  and  Jeannelle

council decided o back
planning board's dc¢
cision. The planning de-
pariment ruted the deal-
ership illegal on the sile
as it was zoned in-
dustrial.

Mr. Wilson disputed
the complainis o this
newspaper saying neigh-
bors had o prudge
against him. Formerly
they  were  [riendly-
lending him a saw lo
prune the trees hetween
their properties, which
helped clean up the
place.

There are no wash or
repairs on his property

and the bus on the land is
his own recreational ve-
hiele.

My W'ilsnn went on to

say he has had his bus-
incss at the site for two
vears, ant had never had
any complainis from
anyone. including the
Fiddlers. He started oui
with one car, he sald, and
has buill the business up
lo the present 25, but
lhere has  been  that
amouni for over one
year.

The Wilson's family
dog accidently killed one
of the neighbors' ducks.
Ever since Mr. Wilson

THE REGIONAL MU

said, there has been a
feud going an.

Mr. Wilson is upset the
neighbors did not ap
proach him with lhese
complaints. but 1s more

angered at not being nol-

ilied by any of the groups
which openly discussed
iL.

Mr. Wilson has looked
inte renting another sile
to continue his business,
but has failed to fine a
place. He will be forced
(o pay over $2,000 2 mon-
th lo rent, or $250,000 lo
buy, he said. He is afraid
he will be forced out of
business.

NICIPALITY OF HALTON

PUBLIC NOTICE

. PROPOSED PROVINCIAL MODIFICATIONS

BRUCE and RHODA

d/foemaf 1

hhome

SATURDAY NIGHT

funeral

BINGO

w

from 8:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

NOVEMBER 3rd

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION

The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, Oct, 31,1979 b

Penny Sale winners at
the Legion Ladies
Auxiliary bazaar Oct. 20
were: baskel of pro
ceries, Helen Lesueur;
box ul groceries. Hennie
Van Dam:;  banging
lurtle, Marion Keelan;
wall hanging, Bertha
Ryder; (ca towels and
dish soap, Bert Holladay;
1wo sieak boards, Rachel
Haggetl; nulcracket set
and salt and peppers.
Jean Binden.

Two mugs and vase,
George  Filmner:  oven
milts and pie plate.
Florenee Mclsaac;
cigarette fillers and per-
fume, Terry Masales;
disheloths, Gwen Hollet-
iwoe dishes, Flo Waler-

Tories pick

The Halton-Burlingtan
Progressive Con-
servalive Association
held its annual meeling
Monday and Iwo. local
men made places for
themselves in  the
association’s manage-
ment.

Brian Cargill was
elecied as an execulive
member of the provincial
association while Vince
Whelan was elected &
director. The term is one

house;,  coasters, Ed
Smith,

Cake  plate,  Lilly
Higgins: cushion, Jenny
Flinders; wallel  and
necklace., Judy  Hen-
stridge. teapot and 1ape
measyre. Bertha Hyder:
dog ornament and apple
decoralion, Lhristy
Bullough: 1owels,
Madleen LeBlane:
croam  and  sugar sel,
Judy Henstridge, hand

CORRECTION

Due to an error on the part of Dominion
Stores, the following prices were incomectly
adverlised in this newspaper last waok,

“Park Loin Chops”, advertised at $1.34 |b.

should read $1.38 |b.

“Rib End Pork Loin Roast", at $1.16 Ib.
should read $1.18 Ib..

“Tenderloin End Pork Roast”, at $1.22 (b,
should read $1.268 Ib.

Dominion

Storas

i S R M

winners

i, Bonner:
macrame  hanger  and
plant, Hoger Ward.

Mouney  draw  winners
were:  SI1s0 L Hrad-
shaw: Stog. Ann MeMil-
lan: 530, Angela Purier;
s:h. Larry Telleler

AMiscellaneous winners
were: cake draw, Crissie
Tulh: macrame  owls,
AMary Ehngle, dall,
Marnie  Enek;  centre
picee. Patty Drexler

apologizes for

inconvenience this amror may have caused,

e __9
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| WAKEUP

YOUR WINDOWS

Draperies

CHOOSE YOUR MATERIAL

RIGHT IN YOUR OWN HOME
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Fiddler said they bought
the property under

TO THE REGIONAL PLAN

Please be advised that the lettor rom the Ministry of Housing
guthning the Proposed Prowincial Modiications 1o THE

15 WRIGHT AVE.. ACTON
By Popular Demand Our Previously Announced

Everylhing
must go

(o make room
forincoming
stock

KROEHLER

standing & strip of land

Game Plan Has Besn Rescheduled As Follows:

'+ 18 Regular Games at $50.00 each
{White & Pink Cardsl
2 Specials — Top Line $15.00 each
(Yeltow Cards) — Bottom Line $15.00 each

;I PODPY Special - ¢1m-m Now Drastically Reduced s 1 9995
(Green Card) i

1 November Special - $300.00 Campbe"’s

{Blua Card)
fine furniture showroom

Kroehler'"
Swivel Rockers

Huge Selection of Slylas & Fabrics

o
STyt |

north of them would be REGIONAL PLAN has boen recewved and may bo inspected
used as an entrance road _ at;

to the industeisl Jand bes
hind. but there are now 25
cars. and storage of
buses, boals trucks and
wrecks on the land. The
letier claimed rees were
cut and pruned on the
Fiddler property without
Lheir permission.

The letier also com-
ptained of roaring en-
gines, slamming hoods,
an ofd ¢ar driven around
the back with no muffler,
an oulside bell on the
telephone, and cars and
vans parked on the road
allowance. It was be
causc of these complaints
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The Aegonal Clork’s Depannment
Regwnal Administration Building
1151 Bronte Rpad

Cakville, Gntano

KO INTEREST
FOR 1 YEAR
NO
PAYMENTS
TILL 1880

a5
Manufactures Suggestod List Prico 5259

These proposed modifications will be dscussed ar the November 13, 1973 mesting of the
Planning Commutieo to be held in, Committes Room No. 1 at 1:.30 p.m. i the Regional
Adrmunssiration Buidmg. '

HOURS - DAILY 10-9
SAT 106

Anyone wishting to appear bafare the Ptanning Committee as o delegation may do so by
advising tha Regonal Clerk’s Depanment by 12:00 noon, November 8, 1373,

Planning Committea’s tecommendatons on this matter wil e mode to Reganal Counci
atits subsequent r agular meating ot Wednesday, November 21, 1973,

EXTRA CARDS 35° each

or 3 for $1.00
THE ADMISSION PRICE OF $5.00 Pfﬂmmmn VIDES A 445 moin street, milton 878-725%6
Right across from multon mall

PACK OF 13 CARDS
SNACKS AND SOFT DRINKS AVAILABLE
All Proceeds For Community Projacts

Dated at Ookwville this 24th day of Ocicber, 1979

Garfieid Brown
Regiona! Clerk

TELEPHONE: 827-2151
Ext. 333
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