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Horses always major part of Fair

Light horses, harness
horses, draft horses and
in-between, all are part
of the [all fair scene and
have beent o major part of
Acton Fair since incep-
tion in 1813,

Stan Matthews
remembers 50 years of
Acton Fair horses and
has exhibited ponles for
20 years or more.

He's seen the pony
classes progreds from
very [ew entries Lo “'one
of the best pony showy
there is."

We're referring now to
the classle harness,
hackney, Shetland and
Welsh ponies shown on

Fair features

- Standardbreds

the line and in harness
rather than the compara-
Lively recent hunter
show for youthful Tom-
pers.

Stan’s  father-in-law
showed raod horses for
many  years. These
Roadsters are usually
but*
weren't always purebred
in the old days. The horse
was judged on hia obility
to cover ground well at o
spanking trot. He was
definitely not allowed Lo
break Into a canter or
galiop,

Roadsters were the
horses which took the
famlly to town pulling the

buggy. or pulled the doc-
tor on his rounds. It's
grand 1o see Roadsters
still a large part of the
fall fair ond it's excitlng
ke see them pul on the
road gate as they flash
round the track with legs
loo fast {0 count.

With betler classes and
more and more ponies in
the light horse classes
over on the track, spec-
tator  bieachers are
always  ful}, Hackney
horse and ponies with
talls as high as their
knees; cobtailed Hack-
neys with shining har-
ness; foncy fine harness
Shetlonds bearing little

resemblance o the
shaggy Shelland child's
riding pony. all these
moke the crowds cheer.

But mast of all, the
audience Toves the big
horses—the gentle giants
whose place is only at
lair disploys now.

For a space of time in
the 50°s and 60's it looked
as if the big horse was
becoming obsolete and
fall fairs had difficully
fillng classes. However,
suddenly the draft horse
became the “in" thing
for big companies 1o uge
as advertising gimmicks
and a resurgence of draft
horse breeding ocecurred.

Western,English horse shows

Four years ago the
Western Horse  Show
came into being at Acton
Fair following innovative
changes in the regular
saddle show which fea-
tured mainly Engllsh
type classes,

Just seven or eight
years ago the saddle

HOME

horse show had Elassm
calied "Road Hack™

two site calegorics und
“Palomino - Parade
Horse''. Very few road
hacks were to be seen in
Acton and FPalomino
Parade Horse wusual]

meant one or two such

horses or perhaps one
palomino in & western

saddle.

Jumps were not invit-
ing, too high and badly
spaced, 50 riders (rom
alar were not allracted to
Acton.

However, chunge:;
wereg |in the mir. The
grnwmg horse poptlation

mt:reas lnll.‘l‘t'ﬂt

Fnrade brings out thousands,

PROTECTION
INSURANCE

caused organizers
conaider chonging the nld
classes to more appro-
priate ones.

Today, one of the best
attended English Hunler
shows is the result:

In addition tp this fine
show with professional
sturdy jumps, 18 a very
popular Westlern show
with well-filled ¢lasses to
suit tastes from halter,
periormance and  Irail
tlasses to actlon packed
games, drawing exciled
cheers from the crowd.

But thls isn't all, Three
years ago o Pony Hunter
show was initiated to fill
Saturday morning.
Youngsters come from
many miles away to
compete. In the after-
noen gymkhann games,
always a feature at the
faiv, provide Jaughs and
enjoyment for .kids and
parents dlhike.

With a (ull Saturday

and both FEnglish and

Western shows an Sun-
day afternoon, the eques-
trian world is very well

represented al the fajp.

the co-operators

The draft horse classes
At Acton are beller than
ever, although few local
people exhibit,

Holand Heighl com-
ments on regulars who
come from Slayner and
Paisley to show—Beatiy
Brothers and Russell
Teeple—and closer to
home, Lloyd Slokes of
Campbellville.

Last year two huge six-
horse leams manocu-
vered aleng the narrow
track. Sometimes there
are lhree tcams—18 ton
weight  Ciydes, Perch-
£rons or Belginns
thundering briskly
arcund thetir tight [ Igure—
cight furns..

Space is a problem on-

the track and although
officials have tricd to
solve the problem for
years, there's just no

answer. The peninsular -

shaped parkgrounds are
packed to seam-splitting
now and as Roland
Height says, *We f(ind
another Spot or we till in
the pond™,
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Best of luck to all

the competitorsin the
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