Citte'to rk In;ii;uta

- Doris Jones found innocent

Daoris Jones has been found not quiity by rea-
son of insanily in the flery deaths of her son and
mother-in-law April 13. She will be detained al
the Clark Institute of Psychiatry in Toroato for
an undelermined period of Lime.

Mrs. Jones was charged with two counts of
murder afller the two viclims, Brian, 10, and
Blodwin Mary Jones, 82, perished In a house fire
at R.R. 4, Acton.

Since her arresl, Mrs. Jones has undergone ex-
tenslve psychiatric examination at the S5t. Thom-
as Peychiatric Hoapital and the Clark Institute.

The Honorable Mr. Justic Lawrence Pennell
deseribed the case g3 "‘unusuai.” He eaid for the
first time in his 12 years on the bench, he was
volcing ngreemenl with the jury's verdict.

After listening to statements by two top psy-
chiatrists, confirming the fact Mrs. Jones was
extremely mentally i1 at the time of the fire, and
is slill a sick woman, the Ontario Supreme Court
jury of six men and six women dellberated {or

only 10 minules before making their decision.

Mrs. Jones sobbed silently throughout Lhe trial
which lasted only a few hours last Wednesday in
Milton. She dabbed her eyes continuously while
Constable Bruce Richards, of the Hallon Re-
gional Pollice, was questioned by James Tre-
jeaven, counsel for the crawn.

After spesking 10 over 50 witnesses, Richards
said he was able to piece together the last few
weeks before Lhe fire, including leading up 1o the
explosicon in the house,

In the early part of April Mrs. Jones purchased
[ive two gallon gasoline contalners from the Can-
adian Tire Store in Acton, becoming very '‘up-
set”’ when (here were not the proper amount on
the shelves, he said. That same week she also
purchesed more containers at Acton Home
ffardware.

One week belore the fire, Mrs. Jones had a will
drawn up at the law oflice of Chapman and
Mackenzie, making her oldest son Alan, of Tor-

onte, her only helr, Richards lestified.

Further investigation revealed, he said, that
on April 11, two days before the fatal blaze, Mrs.
Jones s at L & L, Ford and had all the con-
tainers fiiled with gas. The next day, she visited
Robertzon's Flower Shop ond purchased three
carnalions. and told the salesclerk she had Lo buy
her own flowers because no one else would. She
then returned to her farm.

At 10.30 that same evening, the accused's hus-
band, William David Jones left for work at the
Canndian General Electric plant in Toronto,
where he worked the night shift, When quest-
ioned by Mr. Treleaven, Richards testified there
was no way Mr. Jones could have relurned to the
farm house that night. Interviews with olher em-
ployees and securily revealed he was al work the
entire lime.,

Mr. Jones has since died. (he victim of carbine
maonoxide poisoning in his van in Toronto this
SUIMMer. -

With her husband gone, the officer continued,
she pul two containers between the house and
barn and more in the house, She then sal down
and wrole lellers to close friends and relatives,
explaining that Brian was dead and she hersell
was going loend It all. After leaving Lhe house to
razil the letters, Mrs. Jones parked her Jeep
station wagon sideways in the driveway belween

. atree and a fence. Richards noled the driveway

was one quarter mile long and the vehicle was
parked hall way up. When (irefighlers arrived on
the scene, they were unable to get up the lane-
way to extinguish the flames unlil the vehicle
was moved.

Mrs. Jones then placed a nole on the wind-
shield of the Jeep saying the family had gene to
Brampton for the Easter holiday and there was
no-one in the house.,

At 1.47 a.m., April 13, Mrs. Jones telephaned a
friend and spoke o him for 16 minutes. She spoke
ul the good times the couple had had together

and how she couldn’t take it ilhe situalion at
home! any longer. She lold Mm she was “going
lo end it all.”" Richards said she waa very de-
pressed at this time,

At 4.150.m.. Grant Van Gills was driving north
on Highway 25. nearing 17 Sideroad and saw o
red glow in the sky. As he neared the Jones’
haome, a hyslerical woman came running down
the driveway and fell onto the highway, Richards
testified. Van Gills lold the officer he awakened
the neighbors, the Loils, where he took Mrs.
Jones. The Lotis told Richards she nppeared
dazed, and examination in Georgetown hospital
showed her righl hand, wrist and leg .were
burned. Her hair was singed also. _

Richards teslilied the burns were consistent
with sameane cought in a {lash fire. He aiso spid
the Ontario fire marshal's officer noted signs
which were consistent with a flamable liquid be-
ingt spilled on the floor and igniled.

{Continucd on Page 3)
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&6th annual Acton Fall Fair.

Friday might sees the midway opening. as well as
the Miss Acton Fall Fair contest. Various enter-
talners will be performing in the arena during the
evening. Displays off all kinds will be 8¢t up.

Numerous horse and catlle shows Saturday draw
the crowds Saturday morning, and then the parade,
down Mill to Main lo Knox Ave, brings in the rest of
- the lown.

The Baby Show is always a poplar event for proud
mothers and grandmothers, and later in the day a

fiddler's contest.

Sunday sees more entertainment, more cattle and
horse shaws, the firefighters' walerball contest,
tug of war compet!tion, and various other eventa to

L

thrill everyone.

Weekend passes, Lﬂree days for {he pricé of two,

arcatitl avaitable at nll Acton banks,

Sae Ihe advertisements Lhroughout lodays paper

for limes of events,

SPGCIaI section Is v o R R e R

Interested in the Acton Fall Fair's history?

A special sectlon In today’s paper shows (airs
from days gone by and olfers readers interesting

and informative stories.

Don’'L mliss this spectal seclion devoled entirely (o

this weekends lair.

Triplets born to S
young local mother X%

Al Acton woman has given birth lo
what could be the town's first set of
triplels.

The babic:, all boys, were born at
\Mchlaster Medical Centre Salurday
ulternoon lo Elly Melntrye, nee Toebes.
#alher [lave says he s just now re-
cuperating.

Acvording to the new father, his sons
were only the third set of triplets lo
conit oul of the Hamillon hospital, and
thought the chance ai ‘a -lriple birth
were 12,000 (o one. '

No one in Acton can recall {f triplets
had ever been born 1o a local resident
Ilore. -

The couple found oul Elly was giving
birth to triplets in June, and she has
heen under the watchiul eye of doctors

New jobs

double says officer

Fair day
IS near

There's somelhing for everyone sl this weckend's
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The Ukrainlan Youth Assoclation Band plays during the cele-
bration of mass at the closing ceremonles of Camp Weselka on the

ever sinee. There is no history of mult-
iple births on either side of the family.

‘fen weeks ago. the expectant mother
was put in *"1e hospital so doctors could
keep an even better cye on her. She
comes home hopelully this Salurday.
with her sons arriving one week later.
They. says the father. must stay behind
lo sssure 1hey are gaining weight, and
feeding by themselves.

Hrian Calvin, weighed in at 4 pounds,
11 ounces, wilth Phillip David tipping
the scales at 4 pounds, 5 ounces, Derek
John weighed three pounds, nine oun-
ves.

The births took place at 4.51 Salurday
nlternoon, says Dad.

Acton 1GA has stepped (orward and
donated six manths (ree lood lo the bab-
ies. :

should

Rev. John Hoberison will be sfnrlnrg ithe con-
gregation of Knox Presbyterian church.
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interesting reading | BRAYEAREL RN G SN At
Ukrainian camp closes-

bage e s .

Hatton Region  will
have I1n double its ex-
peeled .number of new
johs §f i1 is o keep pace
with population accord-
ing to o report on bus-

inesy development.
Italton's business
tdevelopment  director

Williamm Aarshall pee-
dicls that enough new
development wilt have 1o
he attracted in the nexi
cight years to provide
$6,000 jobxs.

Thix is an increasc ol 47
per vent of the current
number of jobs [orecast.

Mr. Marshali soid in a
recent preport (o region
vouncil the number of
mew  posilions  created

)

will b substantially out-
steippedt by the 70,000
new residents expected.

Currendly,  the  pop-
ulalioh lo b ratio
requires $36 million a
vear in  industrial-
commnercial investment.

espite his best efforts.
Aarshall maintains the
slow pace of industrial
development  in the
region is tue to investors
nol recognizing  the
linanvial opportunities in
leascable lands.

While Peel Region has
been issuing building

permils ot a clip of $61.7

million per year since
1974, lialton has trailed
far behind at $16.5 million

per vear (or Lhe same
time period. Since 1974
[laiton hos altracted 23
industries while Peel has

brought in 132

................ B R RLE R R B s
Ll e B R T B e i I T

W. McEachern
awarded post

Will McEachern has been named to represent
Acton on the new Halton Hills Eleciric Commission.
effective March1,

Mr. McEachern is presenly chairman of the Act-
on Hydro Commission. He has served on the board
in various capacities for the pasi 16 years, and at
one point in his lile was a meter reader for the
Commission. He is an electrician by trade.

Mr. McEachern was appeinted to the newly form-

R +--- P ¥ od commission by Halton Hills councit in an in cam-
Poskwestomes . ... ... Pge W era session. Council had orginally asked the com-
Skl snuds oy . . .. g mission to chose amongst themselves, However,
iy Pegger
Subnon tigr . Poga 83 treasurer Bob McArthur and Mr. McEachern beth
“““ : showed interest in the position, leaving the third
B i e A e member, Orville Brown Lo chose. In light of this, the
EvmemIIAETELL G e commission decided ta et the council chose.
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Fourth Line, north of Highway 7. last weeckend.

PHOTO BY HARTLEY COLES

Knox church

After going nine mon-
ihs without & minister,
Knox Presbhyterian
(‘hurch has {inally elect-
ed KRev. John Archibald
’obertson to head their
¢hurch.

Rev. Robertson, 55, is
originally from the [gle of
Skye. Scolland, but im-
migraled to Canada in
1967 after receiving an
offer taserve in Parkdale
Presbylerian Church In
Torento. His wife Fay, o
schoo] teacher, sons
Allisdair, now 23, Colin.
20, MNonald, 17, and
daughiter lelen, 15 sel-
tled quickly into the Can-
adian way of life.

The new minisier is re-
placing [lev. Andrew
McKenzie, who lell Acton
in January after 21 years
at the church. He Is now
serving a congregation in
i*erth.

After o few years of
preaching at Parkdale,
Hev. Hobertson admits,
he became disenchanted
wilh Lthe church. He Jeft
Ihe ministry and joined
the stafl of Metropolilan
Life selling insurance. He
was a good salesman, he
said, tringing in a lot of
business for the com-
pany.

However., maore im-

‘portant {han the money

he was making. he dis-
covered that (he firm’'s
motto applied directly Lo
him. “*You are the only
problem, and you are the
only solution.”” In his
three years away from
the church. he was belter

able to understand people
and their 3. Hev.

Hobertson explained be Ma
did not recalize how pro-  her

tected he was from life.

p has minister

by the church, until he
was aclually a part of the
working man’s role. He
lcarned he shouldn't be
preaching to people, but
lislening to them. He has
to he vulnerable to the

. people around him to

{Continued on Page 2)
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Decision reserved
on land severance

Chairman of the Onfarin Municipat
Hoard. James liaftis, delaved his dec-
ision on an Acton fand 5¢verance case
Friday. '

It be some lime before Alice Duby
und Theo Schmidtz know the fate of
their properly. -

Both parties have been attempting to
receive permisgion to sever the rear

- portion of their Churchill load lets 1o

form two huilding lots. However. ap-
plication was denied us premature by
the ‘Fown ol Halton Hills und received
hearing under the ONMB Friday.

Mr. Schmidtz and Mrs, Duby wish (o
create twe standard sized lols Funning
north-south and fronting on MacDonald
Boulevard irom the rear portions of
their long ecast-west Churchill Hoad
properties,

AppHecation was originally denied TOF
u varielv of reasons the largest of which
was i complainl from neighbors south
ol the lots in question whose hack por-
tions af land would then become land:
locked il they ever wanted to sell to sub-
divider.

It wias agreed by Ars, " Duby, Sche
midtz., and the proposed purchasers,
Altee  Construction lad. and AUR
Alaintenance £4d. that one tot would be
kepl for fTuture read allowance.

Further spplication was rejected as
premature.

The OMB heard lawyers inr both
sides presenting the cose al lenglh.

Georgelown  lawyer Terry  Hinnes
acting tor the sellers explaining the luy
of the land, sizes of parcels. and ways to
satisfv all of the towns requirements.

e stated one parcel created would
he o standard 100 {fool by 50 {eol huild-
ing lot and the westerly parcel would b
6 Meet wide lo sccommodate any Iulure
road allowance. A one fool reserve
across the side of the lots Tor lown use
wax in the plan, he explained.

Witness  lor  Sellers. All Berry,
principal in both Alten Construction and
AUB  Maintennnce,  proposed  pur
chasers described n possible ¢concept ol
subdivision of lands behind Churchill
1. south of MacDonald Bivd. which
wauld be serviced by o road through the
newly created lots in question. Lawyer
Baines stressed any plan of subdivixion
wias only o feasability.
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Theo Schmieatz, seller ol one parcel
antd principal ot ACB Maintenance Lid.
spoke as wilness stating afl municipal
reguiremoents on ihe lots had been met

Town of Halton Hills Jawyxer, Steele
said he was sutisfied all Town require
ments were mel. Lawyer for the Hegion
ol Malen, K Anderson stated the
vegion had no voncerns. Lawver K
Metieachie representig the residents
voncerned with being landincked smid
his only concern was with the road
thlowanee, '

Dwayne Havs, resident of properiy
directiy west- ol the proposed road
albowanee oo MacDopald Blvd.. gave
fengthy discourse  coneernlng lis
praperty Hne As o reguiar building lot,
bis bouse wis vonstructed six feet from
the  side  boundary., Maoays  slated,

CRiwivers I o Sirbet were ptit in,
maoking his lot o corner lat, he would
Hien bt reguired to have his house o ol
i3 feet from the lotline, as reguired by
the mumcipality. lie siid he  was
concerned with his property becoming
Hlegal.

Rath Baines und Steele caommented o
varianee request could be added to any
severence permi taking care of Hays
problent  Biunes led witness Schmidtz
o point oul services and sidewalks lor
any luture subdiviston would jikely be
placed on the cost or more travelled
siile of the rosd thus giving Mays & lull
25 feel of bulfer zone and Iot.

Havs ~uggesied the whole plan e
mwved nine feel east, thus giving him
fnx required 15 leet but Chairman
Lultes complained he couldn’t expect
the sellers to give him their land.

11 was also braught out that the road
didn’1 aeed to be o Jul) 66 Teet if merely
a small miernal road xervicing o lew
houses. Therefore Hayvs wauld be even
Jurther Iram the road. \

However, Havs stated he war con-
cerpeel  about  his  legal  position
bevoming in violulion o municipal
regutulions

“1am the reason we are here today.”™
hier eomymiented,

Haines poipted out any plan of sub-
divisior wax only i supposition and
quite possibly, the lot reserved for road
allowance would revert to a mere huild
ng lot, thus negoting llavs problem.

' Happy 99th
rgaret Bachanan of Mapleview Lodge celebraled  Ruchanao enjoys good healih and s lookiug forw ard

o3ih birthday on the weekend with a small parly
at the lodge and snolher with relatives. Mrs.
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Lo her centennial year.




