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PROEILESH

with JEHHIFEH BARR

Seven years ago when we }ived north of we bhad a
friendly ‘old-timey" mailman who wouldn't think
twice about loading his truck with parcels, bread or
supplies, and even rabbit cages (lo deliver to mel)}

Along with your mall in the rursl mallbox you gota -

{riendly visit and you knew any assistance you
might need was there in the form of Ozzie Meadows,

in September, Ozzie will be recelving awards,
plagues, and recogaition from Her Majesty's
government on the occasion of his 50th year as rural
ma{lmen for Rockwood.

He also received copious recognition five years
ago on his 45th anniversary. His wife, Jessio
Mezdows reads the newspaper writeup and mur-
murs,

‘“It says bere, you were supposed (o retire. You
dida't tell me you were going toretire.”

Ozzie retorts, *Well, I didn’t!™

In faet, Ozzle plans to kecp delivering the mail
“Hil 1die”.

Twice as maoy boxes i,

The 22 mile mall route that-comprises RR 1
Rockwood has changed over the last 50 years. It still
takes In the north-east section of Rockwood, north of
Highway 24 to Oustic, but now there are 160
majlboxes instead of 70 and it takes one-and-a-half
to two hours instead of the five hours it took by horse
and buggy.

The country’s filling in, houses are belog built, so
many rural people go out to work. No-cne has time
tostop and chat to the mailman any more.

So for the past umpteen years (she can't

remember how many), Mrs. Meadows has been

accompanying her husband, sorting the mail,
putting it in the boxes, and generaily keeping him
company.

“I don't know whether it's company or not," she
comments. =

In 50 years, Ozzie has worked with only three posat-
masiers. Frank Day had the positlon till his son
George took over. Now Marg Cax is Rockwood post-
mistress in the seven year old bullding replacing the
tiny old original postoffice on Main Street.

Ozzio sorta his route’s mail in the morning before
piting' it in cardboard boxes in his pickup in pre-
paration for delivery. Until a few years ago he also
used to get the mall bags from the trains, some-
times seven times a day. Now trains don't stop at
Rockwood any more—there’s no more station.

In the cld days Ozzle used a horse and cutter or
buggy when the winter closed In, although he drove
g molor vehicle in the summer. Roads weren’t
cleared of snow then, 50 cutters were pressed into
action. :

He would check on some of the older poeple on his
roule and once was instrumental in saving an elder-
ly lady who had fallen and nearly frozen in her kitc-
ben.

Orzie would even bring bread and coal oll to

8 who were snow bound onfarms. _

Now only about ten of the original families
remain. ‘

- Washouts were a seasonal hsrard, Ozzie

remembers getting trapped by caved in roads at the
top of his route and having the water completely
cover hls car motor.

Another time, 30 years ago, Oziesays:

“I mind one day going up. . . the snow was soft
and it started to snow again. . . I got stuck and had
to get & fellow to pull me out with a team. I remem-
ber him getting up there on the radiator driving that
- leam."”
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It didn’t work and Ozzie had to walk home. He

didn't get his car back for three days.
Born in Rockwood

Ozzie Meadows took over Route No. 1at the ageof
21 after his father had it for 22 years. Before that he
worked at anything he could get his hands
on~ehovelled quarry chips and gravel foc 25 cents
an bour, rmong other things.

He was born in Rockwood In the litile house pext
door to his residence on Street. Of
course, Alma Street was a little dilferent then. For
one thing, it wasn't Highway 7as it is now: it was a

litlle dead-end street with five or six bouses on ft.

Guelph Street was the main easl-west route through
Rockwood.,

Houses on Alma Sireet were surrounded by fields
and trees, goats, chickens, and sheep wandered
around, Oxzle kept a variely of animals himself
from rabbits and calves tofishing worms,

He and Jessie have lived in their house for 40
years giter having the hundred yesr old cottage
moved from north of the village. They raised [our
children in that house: Vernon, Floyd, Carl, and
Nancy. All but Vernon live in Rockwood. There are
four Meadowa grand-children. .

Orzie was also custodizn for the old Rockwood
Public sehoolfor 17 years.

When he left that job, he took a Conestoga College
course un reupholstery and now refinishes and re-
upholsters many pieces of furniture, mostly for
{riends. Mrs. Meadows makes the most beauliful

uilts,
. But this is part-time stuff, Ozzie’s main job is still
dellvering the mall. He's got a five year contract 50
it looks like ha plans to keep golng for a bit. He's
feeling good after several years of medical prob-
lems including a hiatus hernia from stretching out
of the truck toreach mailboxes,

And he's still falling in ditches,

“Ithe other day I went in the ditch. I was looking
in at the trees and 1 just dldn't go around with Lhe
road—had to get pulled out. Generally do about once
a year." :

Apart from these minor distractions neither raln
nor sleet nor hall nor snow shall deter this Reck-
wood courler from his rounds. Hasn't for nigh onto
50 years. ' '
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F F
injured

A 21 year old Aclon
man is in hospital follow-
ing a car-blke colllsion
last night (Tuesday) at
the corners of Church and

Willow Streel.

Cliff Creasey, 2714 EIl-
more Drive, was struck
late last night while rid-
lng on Church Streel.
Injuries had not been
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to bring two

Eight churches in Acton are banding together to
bring at least {two “boat” families of Vietnamese
refugees o Acton in Lthe near future. .

Acton Chiurches for Boat People got off the
in two recent meetings with enthusiastic repre-

sentatives cornmitting thelr organizations to join in

raising an immediate $3,000 Lo gualify for sponsor-

ship of two families,

Co-ordinating the new group is Pastor Das Sydney
of the Baptist Church, Other churches joining the
group are ihe United, Presbyterian, Anglican,
Christian Reformed, Roman Cathelic, Pentecostal
and Salvation Army.

Don Long of Georgetawn representing Operation
Lifeline, an overall co-ordinating group cperating
out of Toronto to assist sponsors, spoke to the as-
sembled Acton group about their responsibilities.

A minimum of five people are needed Lo sponsor &
family with a bank depoait of $2,500 and an earuving
capacity of $100,000 per group (or a bank capital of
$10,000 for an individual without earnings).

Sponsoring groups must be willing to support the
family for a year or untll self supporting. Ex-
perience hos shown most familles are independent
within four to six months, Mr. Long explained,
adding, "I think the time period will be even
shorter.” |

Mr. Long described application methods, immi-
gratlon red tape, organization of jobs, housing, food,
and clothing and post-arrival procedure.

Language interpreters are being assembled by
Arlene Bruce, representing a private Aclon group
sponsoring a third family.

According to Mr. Long, jobs are available in
many areas for refugees. Nurseries and farm oper-
ations have already indlcated desperate need for
labor in menial jobs which they have difficulty
filllng with Canadian labor.

Many companies are coming forward wilh
donations, food vouchers, bedding, area co-ordin-
ators are swamped with clothing. Even housing s
avatlable. Long sald he felt the Acton group should
have no Lrouble tapping the resources of the town
and other nearby groups.

The sponsoring group is expecled to pay OHIP
fees for thelr family, who are immediately covered
onimmigration,

"~ A transport fee of $750 is charged each refugee

family and is handled, in the event of cash shorlage,

by an interest-free loan on behall of the govern-

ment,

Acton representatives discussed the setting up of
the loca) organlzation. Sponsorship and financial
guarantees should present no prablem because of
chureh backing, Rev. Chuck Beaton of Trinity
Unlted indicated the United Church of Canada had
{ssued a blanket guarantee of funds for any United
Churchsponsoring refugees.
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Soft

Margarine
11b.

Foodland -
Haspberry or
Strawberry

oadland 26"x36"
Garbage

~ Bags
1.5 ml. pkg. of 10
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Acton Clergy Associatlon met Thursday (o discuss
the sponsoring of two “'Boat' famllies, Viethamese
refogees, Representatives of some of the elght re-

ligious organizations lnvolved with tlie project (alk

‘The group is looking for donnted services of a
local doclor and dentist although OHIP will be paid.
A major drug chain has guarantced donations of
prescription drugs needed.

The Salvation Army, new in town, are organizing
the collection and stornge of clothing. Donations
may be made by dialling Lorne Pritchet! at 853-1140
and indicating specific donatlons for the “'Boat
People.™

Five thousand dollars Is needed as soon as
possible before application ecan be made. Tax
deductible danations may be made through any of
the Acton churches or directly to the “Acton
Churches {or Boat People™ account at the Toronto
Dominion Bonk in town. Rev. Das Sydney willbe co-
ordinating efforts, telephone: 853-1835. Other
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|\Eight Acton churches co-operate
‘boat’ families here
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over ways Lo rilse the initlal 35,000 needed. From lelt

to right they are: Rev. Brian Reanlck, Rev. Chuck

Beaton, Don Loog of Operation Lifeline, Pastor Das
- Sydney, Rev. John Cooper and Mre, Wilma Coles.

telephone numbers to call are Rev. John Cooper in
charge of immigration, B53-1675; Steve Ormshy,
accommodation, 853-3588; Marjorie  Kirkwood,
furnishiogs, 853-003%; Marjorie Lillie, 856-4723 and
Barb Wallon, 878-1096; food, Rev, Chuck Beaton,
fund raising, 853-2090.

Other members present ot the meellng &nd
helping in various capacilies were, Rev. Brian

Rennick, Edith Binney, Peter Binnie, Dave Walton,
and Jennifer Barr.

JUST ARRIVED
FORFALL

Ladies’ High Heel —
Suede — Closed & Open Toe

SAVINGS CONTINUE ON CHILDREN'S
BACK-TO-SCHOOL SHOES

Swetman s

DOWNTOWN ACTON

Bravo plain

Spaghetti

Sauce .
78 fl. pz.
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Nazey Phillips assists Curoline and Michelle with thelr bible study lessons at
Vacation Bible SBchool taking place this week in the Acton Baplist Charch. By
Tuetday there were 48 pre-school youngaters registered and more than 150 In the
school. Organizera were delighted with the tarnomt.
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Green Giant 14 o0z.
CUT WAX or CUT GREEN

E.D. Smuth 190z,
APPLE-CHERRY

Pie Filler
Cloverleaf 8% oz. Tin

89°¢
Flaked Tuna 1 39

PEAR * PEACH » PINEAPPLE « FRUIT SALAD

Fruit Cup *1.19

4 colours 3 ply Facelle Royale

Facial Tissues w: 00
Punch powder
Detpefgent 6 litres 2-69

150 g. +75 g. Free Bonus

Bromo Seltzerzs, _I .85
Gaines dr
Dﬂg i‘eal 10 kg-___,__.7 nl 9

Colgate reg. or winterfresh {prepriced §29)

Toothpaste m____] .19

2 varieties Kellogg's

Mini Wheats «,. __-98

5 varieties Neiison

Drink Crystals sz« 39

3 varieties Rose 88

Pickies 21 .. .
19

White or yellow Facelle Royale
3 varieties Foodland - 4 / ' 9
Dﬁg FUUd T - A -8

2/79*

4.4 fitre Carton
plus deposit

Toilet Tissue -
Foodland poly ‘Paoiang - 4 / 89 st sikgfgfcmmmou &
Kitchen Bags «._* .39 Cat Food .. 4/.03J ponuts 79
Libbry Deep Srows {with pork or in tomats saoce) Aylmer sliced Family Pak 6 Bottles

Bea“s 141. 0z. 548 BBGtS 191l.oz. 2/.79 | Cm Cﬁ $1 -99
FRESH PRODUCE ARRIVES DAILY AT THE LOWEST POSSIBLE PRICES!

416 TRAFALGAR RD.
OAKVILLE 842-23518




