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2 The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, Aug. 15, 1979

PROFILES

with JENNIFER BARR.

“Jamaica is more than a beach” read recent
slogans coming out of that sunny {ourist haven, for
Steve Ormsby of Ellzabeth Drive, Jamaica was cer-
tainly more than a beach—It was home for thl: first
16 years of his life,

Jamaica has been in a state of revolt for some
years against the very things that Steve re-
presented as he was growing up—wealthy plant-
allon owners and managers. Yet his memories of
the country and his fellow Jamalcans of ali races
are happy and pleasant.

It'seasy lo lake sides in any socla! revolution, am:l
It's usual to put down the upper classes,

Y However, when the subject is explored, it's oflen
found the situstion isn't black and white or good and
bad. Instead a form of benevolent symbilosls often

develops.

Hard work l‘t;r all
Such was the cpze in the '¢0s and

‘Y08 on a

Jamalcan sugar plantation, as Steve remembers it.

His father was overseer {or three estates of 1200
acres in Spanish Town. Steve went to good British-
type schools, and hacd servants to assist his mother.

However, Steve also remembers the long hours
his father put in, the enormous amount of work he
did, and the care he took of his employees, most of
which would have been In very poor stralts [ndeed if
they didn't have thelr farm job.

Steve s critical of the system to the extent that he

(elt workers were tinderpa

id [or Lhe amount of labor

(hiz father, as overseer, had his hands tied In this
area), Such was Lhe case in most couniries ot that

ime,

Education in those days waos in private British
schools for children whose parents could afford the
fees. Public schools offered education for o)} other
children up to high school level.

Heve attend several schools with a wide variety

of boys. Segregation was practiced but it was sexual -

and economic rather than raclal; Steve says the

education he reccived was very

very British and

hardly fitted the boys for life. They were taught
little of Jamaican history, folklore, or culture. That
he learned from his ‘nana’ and other friends, along
with the native patois they spoke at play.

The boys explored their swroundings, part-

jcularly the 100 acre

grounds of the DeCateret

School in Mandeville where he spent many happy
years. They'd try to trap wildcats and birds and
generally “made a nuisance" of themselves.

Despite living in a country surrounded by the gea,
Steve didn’t learn to swim till he was 12. Two bad

experiences observing

drowned people with his

Nana had instilled a fear of the water into the young
voy. However, once he iearned to swim he rapidly
made up for lost time making the school swimming

leam.

Hurrlcanes frequent
Oneof the hazards of living in a troplcal country is
the frequency of hurricanes. Steve experienced
three in his lifetime and recalls the big one of ‘51.

“You always knew it was comi
Wes a two storey without electricity

ng.” Our house
and with

verandas outside. The stairs to the'lipslairs 'weére on

either side of the verandas, Pad cut a hole in the
floer - a trapdoor - just above the icebox s0 we could
get downstairs. The roof blew off, rain came
pouring in and we bad to spend the night in the
kitchen building. It rained for a day-and-a-half with

¥ winds of 125 to 130 mph. My uncle’s bouse blew

apari and he got trapped under his piano as it blew
on top of him.

"My father had to bore holes in Lthe floor to let the
water out, We'd just started putting the roof back on
when enother hurricane almeost hit us - it just
missed us, "

"Not impressed” with educatlon

Steve was 16 when his family came to Canada. It
was then he realized the lack of preparation his
schooling had given him. He also feels Canadians
are lucky having the chance to learn to do things for
themselves. He describes his childbood as "pam-
pered” because family servants did everything for
him when he was home [rom achool.

His orientation in this country was hard but he
rapidly adjusted getting situated with a West Indian
land surveylng company.

He is npw in the lithographical printing business
and lives' with wife Berna, and children, Michael
and Heather, near Fairy Lake,

He and Berna have been back to Jamaica twice in
‘65 and ‘67 travelling the island from the Kingsion
waterfront and Dunns River Falls to the bauxite
miines of Reynolda and Alcan.

They were amazed at the amount of government
subsjdization of businesses and building as
Jamaica, independent of Britain since 1964, at-
tempted to equalize the wealth,

They noted, that although the peasant homes
were still the same shack type dwellings, most had
60 to 70 hp boat motors outside to help with their
fishing.

Improvements in peasant living standards were
obvious to the Ormsby's without seeming to destroy
the relaxed happy way of life.

Steve feels timo and better educatlon of the poor
nre necded lo bring the haves and the have-nots
closer togelher.

He would love to return to Jamaica and show his
children his homeland. He'd also like to have a little
villa there and would go back despite economic and
social unrest at present.

‘That's the way the Isiand in the Sun affects a lot of

peaple.
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Stevé Ofgnshy examines a tray made of various
Jamalean woods,

Georgetown dump

Halton Region's Publlc¢
Works Committee has
recommended $199.210 be
spent to import final
cover and put in leachnte
controis at the George
lown (Hallon Hills)
wasle disposal site,

The only problem
which bothered some
counciltors at the com-
mittee meeting Aug. 8, is
the fact the site will only
be in operation until the

end of E}clnher, meaning
that it will cost $100.000 a
month to keep the site
going. ¢

The total sum breaks
down as: Fill lmport for
day-to-day cover until
Oct. 31, $62,000; fill for
final cover, $50,000;
leachatle control system,
$45,000, and contract
operation July 1-Oect. 31,
$42,000,

Presently, it is

Western police
nab Acton
B & E suspect

The last member of a
trio ellegedly responsible
for & series of town
break-Ins was caught
doing the same routine—

herta. ~

Edmonton police
arrested the 18-year old
Acton youth on break and
entry charges. He is in
custody. When police out
there are finished with
him, he is to be returned
toface charges by Halton
Regional Paolice,

Two other members of
the grolip are out of cust-
ody on bail. They are also
from Acton snd district.

Local police allege they
broke into several town
estzblishments this

summer. Included on the k

Canadian Legion. Acton
Bowling Lanes and
Heliable Taxi Stand.

Temporary
postmaster

Acton has a new post-
master—at {east temp-
orarily.

Bob Hammond, pres-
ent postmaster in Bolton,
has been called![n to
temporarily fill the pos-
ition left vacant with the
sudden death of Gord
McKeown in June. How-
ever, Mr. Hammond, is
only in Acton on a temp-
orary basis. it is not
nown when a permanent
person will be appointed.

.necessary to provide six

nights in  Acton

International pres:dent ws:ts Y's Me

Christian Bach Iverson
of Denmark has been
international president of
the Y's Men's club for orr
ly a month, and already
has made several stops in
Canada and the United
States, wilh Acton being

one of his most recent. '

Mr. Iverson spent two
last
week.one at the home of
former international
president Pat McKenzie,
Jelfrey Ave. the other

_with the family of Acton

Y's Men's president Jim
Rivett. He had been (n
London, Ontario the night
before his arrival in
town, and was expected

‘Mr., lIverson, at 41
years old, is the second
youngest international
president in the history of
the club. The youngest
was 39, according to Mr.
McKenzie.

He was sworn in as
president in July, after a
surprisingly short period
of time as a member. He
jolned his local chapter in
Denmark in the lote 60's,
ond soon worked his way
up to presldent. He was
then made district sec
retary, with the post of
lieutenant director for
Denmark closely
following. In 1973-1974, hi::
was made reglonal dir-
ector, and in 1976 to 1978
was the area Y's Men's
president of Europe. He
was ¢lected international
president through a mall-
in ballot,

During his three week
stay in the United States,
Mpr. Iverson visited North
Carolina, Texas, Col-
orado, North Dakota,
Minnesota, and New
York. While in Texns he
attended the U.S. area
contvention. This was the
only time he spent in a
hotel, staying with Y's

.In Barrie two days later.

Men's members f,iunng-

the other stopovers.
in Capnadn, he
make his way east to at-
tend the Canadian aren
convention in  Fred-
ericton, New Brunswick,
He goes home August 21,
after o seven week lour.
Mr. Iverson, & school
teacher, spends the next
year travelllng around
the world, including Asia
in October, and North
America again, -in the
new year, He will dlso

will

1

preparing for the irfter- |
I

inches of soif cover daily.
l.ost year there was
enough cover material in
the area that.it could be
supplied free; but this
year, the lack of cover
has meant purchase and
shipment to the
Georgetown site.

Une boon [rom .the
extensive environmental
work on the dump site is
that water runnlng [rom
the orea has been found
to be “of lrout stream
quality.”

. Nevertheless, the
$45,000 leachate control

 Save 20%
and more!l
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FOR BEDRDOMS.
KITCHENS,

BATHROOMS. RECREATION
ROOMS. LAUNORY ROOMS AND

BASEMENT ROOMSE

system has been ndded to
make sure Lhere will be

Rough Doaning Bl
tnchas

Buy Wiss
Price

no contamination of 3t Vasde

B8.00

ground® waters or the I8 W 2 24- 12

90.00

Credit River. 8 13

T8.00

The committee was L alvaga i

70.00

leld sufficient money is in 23812

84.00

nil -7

the operating budget to

103.00

cover Lhe cost of the %114 18 117

108.00

systems ang disposal site

120.00

cover as planned.

FAMILY
BARGAIN CENTRE

HIGHWAY NO.7 » WESTOFACTON

853-2380

hr:t.uu 1”: Hﬂll Fﬂ:llﬂtlll Jlm Rivett, lnd Plt
McKenale, right, welcomed International Y's Men's
president Christlan Iverson Into thelr homes Iast
week for a two day stay. Mr, Iverson Is touring
North America for seven weeks before heading
home to Denmark. Mr. McKenzle presented the
guest with a leather wallet from Beardmore as &

reminder of his visit to leather town,

national conventlon in
Stockholm, Sweden, next
year.

Mr. Iverson can speak
four languages, and
understand a fifth. Eng-
lish, he sald, is the inter-

'natlonal language of the

Y's Men's club. He also
sperks Swedish nnd Nor-
wegian as well as his nat-
ive tongue of Danish. He
understands  German,
but cannot speak it..

- Mr. Iverson is the third
International president to
be elected from Den-

mark, andthesecondin a

row. One president has
come from Australia and
Japan with all the others
elected being from Nerth

America.
Canada is not new td

Mr. Iverson as this {5 his
sixth trip to North Am-
crica. His wife hos just
completed her fourth vis-
it, hut had to return home
with their two children as

they were relurning to
school this week. His wile
teaches English.

Mr. Iverson was very
plensed to met Mr. Me-
Kenzie. He explained he
had heard about about
the st
president (196364 for
several years and had al-
ways wanted to meet
him.

Mr. McKenzie nnd wife

Mary were happy 1o re-

turn some of the hosp-
itnlity they received
while visiting PDenmark
in 1965, They were lrea-
ted royally, Mrs. Mc-
Kenzie sald of the trip,
and hope Mr. Iverson en-
Joyed his short stay in
their home,

_ Acton s a good ex-

ampleof how a Y's Men's
club works across. the
world, Mr. Iverson said.
"We are an independent

WARDAIH'S FLORIDA

ALL FLORIDA

DESTINATIONS |
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$1 1 922???5“

¢ November2- Dﬂnﬂmhnr 15
* Mipimum Stay 6 days

e Maximum Stay 30 days

s 30 Days Advance Booking

Limited Numbaer of Seats Avallable

SERVICE

ACTOM,. RTANLD

853-1553

international-

chﬁc.lywith thu"ﬂl!ﬂh,!‘ o oo

parpose
activities of the YHCA,,
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FOR ALL YOUR GARDENING
AND LANDSCAPING NEEDS

Wa Are Dpan from Barm. “til dasly
Every Day Excopt Sunday

to the CN

@® HALTON HILLS CNE Service

BUS to Port Cradit— Train to the Grounds

Buses ara routad from Acton (Mill & Main} Via Mill, Young and Queen to
Highway 7 via Hwy. 7 to Moors Park Plaza in Georgetown via Maln, Mifl
S1., and Guelph S1. to Georgetown Market via Hwy. 7 to Norval

BUSES from

ACTON
Sunday to Friday: 9:25am., 10:28 am., 11:25am., 12:25 p.m.

Saturday, Labour Day: 8:25a.m., 9:25em., 10:252m.,
11:25a.m., 12:25p.m. '

GEORGETOWN: Moore Park Plaza

Sunday to Friday: 9:40a.m., 10:40am,, 11:40a.m., 12:40p.m.

Saturday, Labour Day: 8:40a.m., 9:40a.m., 10:408.m.,
11:40a.m,, 12:40 p.m.

GEORGETOWN: Delrex Plaza

Sunday to Friday: 8:47 a.m., 10:47 a.m., 11:47 a.m., 12:4T p.m.
Saturday, Labour Day: 8:47 a.m., 5:47 &.m., 10:47 a.m.,

H.ﬂ"n m 12:47 p.m.
NORVAL
Sunday to Friday: 9:51 a.m., 10:81 &.m., 11:51 a.m., 12:51 p.m.

Saturday, Lanour Day: 8:51 am.,9:51a.m., 10:51 a.m.,
11:31am., 12:51 p.m.

HDMEEDUHD

Passengers Mshh:g to make bus connoctions homobound at Port Credit
should board only the {ollowing at Exhibition Statlon:

Weakdays: ﬂ 4EI rn ?-:&B - 8348 p.m,, 9:48 p.m., 10:48 p.m.,
3 :48 u.m,

Saturda Eundnyﬂnd ;‘:ﬁpm ﬁngpn lgﬁpm
Labour Day: 10:48 pm., 11- 1:‘?:1..1:%5“':'@.
FAHEE

Acton Georgetown Norval
Adull, OneWay $ 310 3 255 $ 2.20

1011d<et3 27.00 2225 19.00
Kids Under 12,
Onea Wa 1.55 1.30 1.10
Senior Citizans,
COne Way ., 185 ¢ 130 1.10 -
Family Pass— w5
Good All Day 10.75 9.00 7.75
Avold ling-ups...buy return fere in advance
GEORGETOWN MARKET, Delrex Restaurant
MOORE PARK PLAZA, Cochrane Travel
NORVAL, Ken's Coffes Shop

FOR INFORMATION — 457-8002
CO-TIRAINES

OPERATED BY THETORONTO AREA
TRANSIT ORERATING AUTHORITY

HON. WILUAM DAVIS. Fremier

HON. JAMES SHOW, Minister

AT.C. McNAS, Chalman

And SAVE up to *350 on Insulation

1+1 CHIP

BUILDAILL

Get your'

Government

grant

plication form

ap
at Buildall

Was your home
buiit before 1961?
Come in to Buildall

and

get the

facts now!

Canadlan Home Insulation Program
BEAT RISING HEATING COSTS

INSULATE!

GRANT INCLUDES:

o Weatherstripping

Caulkin

CMHC Approved Insulatlon
Insul shutters -
Improved Ventilation

(whaere insulation has been added)

BawBpm
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U D-A-CARD

.m“' R 5 L TR Sl .| P -

L e

e

u . i L e s, 3 e
" L -




