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Almost every day in the summer § drop
in at The OQasis, as ¥ think of it.

I know, I know. Nasty-tninded readers
are ajready thinking it's some kind of
walering-hole for dry old Bill Smiley. Une
of those alr-conditioned bars that are so
dark you can't see a thing lor live minutes
and have lo counl your change by the
Braille system.

Not 80, 1 strongly dislike those joints.
Most of them are dork and dirty and stink.
They have a few poor, lonely souls who
have nowhere else to go, and very oflen a

* consiruclion gang or a road gang, nolsy

and beer-swilling and prefane, sousing it
up en the company’s time.

Nope. [ avold those places like the
plague. The CGasis is nothing lke that. It
doesn't hnve a braying television set, foul-
mouthed roisterers and cold-eyed wait-
resses. IU's just the opposite,

True, it Is air-conditioncd. But not the
kind that mokes you wish you were
wearing a fTur coat after five minutes,

And true, it is not hrightly lighted. Dut
there is enough light to see what you are
imbibing, count your change without using
your {ingertips, and read n book or o nows-

paper.

And that's exactly what I do there, and
why | think of it as The Oasis. [1's a charm-
ing liitle place to stop and refresh oneself,
to cool out and meditate a bit, and gossip
and jusl pinin s5ip, before plunging back out
tnto the desert of life.

What The Onsis provides for the wan-
dering bedoulns who stop there is o little
peace and quiet.

It has nope of the plastic jazz of the chnin
hamburger and submarine joints. But il
has a number of the things those places

can never offer: charm, friendliness, good
manners, courtfesy.

The customers are not made Lo feel that
the management is doing them a favor by
serving them. They are greeled warmly.,
they are served qulckly and efficiently,
and lhey are thanked graciously when they
teave, even though they've spent only 30
cents ardd laken up a seat for half an hour.

Ftow many public places to eat and drink
are lhere like that in this couniry? You

_could countl them without tsking your

<ocks ofl,

Sure, we have faney restauranis in this
country where you can pay 350 for a so-s0
dinner for two, and be patronized by the
winc wailer. And we have cleventy-seven

thoussind snack bars and lunch bars and |

grills where everything tastes the same.

But we have scarcely any places like
"The )asis. It"s not much, physically, Just a
half dozen or so tables in the back of a
store. Yery much like the sort of tearoom
you can still find in England, il you get off
lhe beaten (rack.

The menu varies little, but theére's a good
soup du jour, good collee and hot tea,
fresh-made sandwiches, and a lot of
goodies that are baddies for the many little
old ladies and all the vulnerable voung

Town backs farmer
in severance bid

Despite a  plunning
stalf  recommendation,
ialton Hills planning
board voted unanimously
not to appeal o separa-
tion given Casey Bess so
he coan se¢ll lond for the
hydro lransmission
carridor.

Councillor Russ Miller
summed up planning
board's feelings, when he
sgid Boss had farmed 100
ocres at 22 Sideroad and
the Fourth Line for 20
years, was an excellent
farmer who had fought
the hydro line with his
own money. Then, oc-
cepling the line, had
fought to have il al the
rear of his land. Losing
that fight he now wanted
to sell the land to Hydro
and make a bit of money.

Plonning stalf opposed

the severance FE!‘ITIIHHi :

by the Land Division
Commilttee since it would
ercale an cight acre lot
fronting on 22 Sideronad.

Hydre is mostly swamp
tund, said Miller. He
pointed outl Boss has 120
sows on the farm, and
also fprms 100 acres in
Erin. “8By refusing thls
wi wouldn't be punishing
the Hydro we waould be
punishing Boss."

Mayor Pete Pomeroy
ugreed with Miller and
contended if for some
reason the hydro line
does not go through, then
Hydro would simply own
thot picce of land.
“Morually Boss should
have this separation.”

Planning stafl f{elt the
hydro should be granted
an casement only, so
there would be no
separation, hbut where
separations  for  hydro
corridor nare  allowed,
claimed there should be o
condilion lying it fo the
outcame of the hydro
corridor dispute.

The planning  report
siid this had been done in

route does not go along
the rear [ol lines, because
Dr. Solandt, who selected
the route, wanted corr-
idor to go through a notch
in the escorpment.

Qasis no air conditioned watering hole

ladies who frequent it: bome-made pies,
butter tarts, muffins lpaded with caleries.

Part of the fun, for me, is silting there
gelling a jolt from my caflee and listening
in.

“Just a pot of tea, thanks. Well, what are
you going to have, Ida? You are? Well,
what kind do you have? Well, maybe fust a
square of pineapple cake. And just one
butter tart to get started on.” And half an
hour Ilater, those two gentle ladies are
walking out with about 600 calories they
didn't need. Each.

Evenwhen The Oasis is busy, there is no
sweal. No barking of orders. No getting
cross, There's time to laugh and joke with
old customers, be pleasant to pew ones,
and make sure nobody Is being neglected.

I've walched tourists comein, a little un-
casy because they're not used to such in-
formality. They tentatively order soup and
a sandwich, find them excellent, wind up
with a whacking great plece of pie, pay o
modest bill, and go out looking as Lhough
lhE:.;1 couldn't believe what had happened
to them.,

It's a place that brings out the decency in
people. Seating is limiled. The other day,
four people waltked in and there wasn't a
table for four. A young couple, with a babe
in arms, offered to move lo a table for two
that had just been vacated, transferring
their food, utensils and baby. The new-
comers were so shocked they could
scarcely say thanks,

Very often, The Ticket-Scller 1s there.
tie sells tickets on every lollery you've
ever heard of. He [oves chlidren and jokes
and talks to the little guys in The Qasls. He
drinks o colfee, displays his lickets,
usually selling one or two, and hits the
street, The Columnist observes,

Two leenagers grab a table. The Colum-
nist listens, “'So, 1 said to him, not on your
life." Giggles. “'So, guess what he says?"
And so on.

Despite what my wife thinks, I am not
enamoured of the lady who runs The Oasis,
though she does have a beautiful face,
figure and walk, In lact, she deesn't walk.
She sashays. '

1am in love with a little place of sanity,
sense and serenity in this increasingly
ugly world.

MORE THAN THE PLACE TO BUY TIHES .
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On the Leavell

With Helen

An Acton woman has
recently had her first
book published.

Mrs. Hazel Lightle, 35
Mowbray Place has writ-
len “Riders on the
Plains,” the saga of the
early days of the North -
West Mounted Paolice,
and the bardships of the
western trek of 1814. Mrs.
Lightle delves inta the
heroes of the Reil rebel-
lien. thelr trails and
trizls of a vast, lonely
prairie,

George Howard, a
former R.CMP. ser
geant wrote the forward.
He is a former edilor of
the LC.M.P. Quarterly,
a position he held for 11
year,

The book is written in
verse, and copies my be
uhtnined from Mrs.
Lightle.
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‘Anyone who enlered
the poster contest for
Back to Acton Days may
pick up their art work at
Hal!nn Hills Furnilure.
All the posters can be
found there,
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District Christian School
paper drive is back in
business, afler o few
months in limbo. News-
papers can be left in the
Halton Hills (Beckers)
plaza on Saturdays only.
starling the beginning of
Septermnber. All proceeds
go towards the school.
For further information,
call 5id Adema, 853-2213.
+ o+ o+
b
For the second time in
two wecks, sympalthy is
extended to a welkknown
family in Acton who have

Inter-locking

lost o husband and father
very suddenly. The fam-
ily of Bill Campbell, who
died Monday evening at
his Nelson Court home
van be reassured the
community is supporting
them during this trying
time.

McKenzie-Smith
Middle School principal
Gary Bawkins died a few
weeks ‘ngo, also very
suddenly.

PAVING STONES|

IDEAL FOR PATIOS, DRIVEWAYS, POOL DECKS.
COLOURS AVAILABLE:
NATURAL, LIGHT BROWN, RED

1. 205

{OR $2.50 INSTALLED)

CEDAR GROVE |

51 | | On Hwy. 7 between Acton and Georgetown §

For Free Estimates or Further Information

877-3470

878-7608

Tractor skills

Seventeen contestants will be putting
(ractor driving skills to the lest August 11 at
the University of Guelph, the scene of the
Junlor Farmers’ Associalion’s annual
summer games. The contestants are ali
winners and runners-up from eight regional
Tractor Sofety Rodeos, held across the
Province during June and July. The rodeo
evenl will begin at 11 a.m. on the parking lot
in front of the Physical-Education Building
(P-12). An awards banquet is scheduled to
begin at 8 p.m., at the Celonel John McCrae
Hoyal Canadion Leglon. 519 York Road,
Guelph.

Air Canada Does
It Again!

46-66% off on North American
Destinations 1000 miles away.
TORONTO 1o VANCOUVER 5194
SAN FRANCISCO i 3199
CALGARY 5169
EDMONTON 5169
OALLAS FORTH WORTH 5119
HOUSTON $139
LOS ANGELES 5199
MIAM] 5119
GANDER NELD 2119
REGINA 5119
ST JOHN § NFLD 5119
SASKATOON 5139
STEVENVILLE NFLD $114
VICTORIA 5194

* Subyect o Govorninand Approval
* J0 Days Advanes Bookny

HURRY! SEATS ARE LIMITED

Oh Mali 5t |
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L2 2M2

c PO Box 102
RAVE‘. Call Rick
TD 853-3580

“SPECIALIZING IN VACATION TRAVEL™

Miller said Boss had ¢  case of other
never had anY  geparations for the same
separalions, and Was uge go that if the hydro
cntitled to il anyway. (ine [s stopped the sever-
“This woy he would have  gpees are null and void,
n small farming Iﬂl‘when but if the line goes
lie wants to retire.” through the severances
The land Is already cut  are in {arce.
In two by rallway tracks,  Dick Howilt, solicitor
and the piece wanted by {or Boss, explained the
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Flrestone
services your
car, we back up our
work and our products
with a Natlonwide Tire and
Service Warranty that'’s honoured at
172 company-owned Stores across Canada.
If you have service work done inone town aind a
roblem arlses In another, you don’t have to worry.
cur Service Warranty covers all our wark on
allgnments, brakes, shocks, tune-ups and batterles,

3 and 5 Year Terms. [] Various Options.

"1 Competitive Rates.
Mortgage Life Insurance Available.

Looking for a mortgage? Look no further.

= Scotiabank makes mortgage loans for any worthwhile
purpose, including buying or building a home, or
refinancing your present mortgage. We have options to
suit your needs, and we can help you decide on your
best plan of action.
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Trouble-Free Approval.

e Mo extra charge for cars with
e alr-canditioning or torslon

"\ bar adjustment. Correct
caster-camber,
w set toe-In, toe-out, $|295

adfust steering box,
MOST CARS

centre steering wheel,

We'll change your engine oll,
install a new filter and

lubricate your car. 5833

CARS AND
LIEHT TRUCKS

Tl s el e g a
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Labour [s included.

Weak Days
Hid- %10

-
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Bat -Sun.
inLw

we'll In:tall new plugs,
points, candenser and
rotor. Adjust timing and
carhuretor, and lubricate
heatriser valve,
Check distributar cap, cooling
system hoses, spark plug wires,
coli, PCV vaive, air filter and gasiline
fitter. Labour included.

e T

- Once you’ve made your decision, you want trouble-
free approval. Our branch managers can give you a fast
response. Because we believe in customer satisfaction.

For first-rate service from an experienced mortgage
lender, talk to the people who share your concermns.

The people at Scotiabank.

Scotiabank $

THE BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA

Wesk Darn F10-0L28 ] T
Bat.-Suh. .
215-48 - NS
T00- 10

Imta!l new linings. Re-surface
drumi_ Arc lintngs to drums.
Inspect wheel llnders

- ma:ter Ilndl:r.
e brake hardware 53995
3 and brake hns:s.

48,000 km provw . MOST CARS
warranty
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Firestone Stores
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Just around the corner. Right around the world.
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