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with Jennifer Barr

Visitors to Beardmore have been known Lo tum
around at the gates thinking they'd made a mistake

and been misdirected to a park

instead of one of the

most picturesque tanneries in the country.

Gardens, rockeries, trees, a wildlife lake and
minl-game park make the Beardmore grounds one
of the most beautiful spots in Acton-thanks to
gardener of 20 years, Erwin Fidler.

For 40 years before Mr. Fidler was in charge, the
grounds were the territory of Bruce Pargeter. A
plague to his memory stands near the front gale
citing him aa a “worthy member of the men of

trees.” It was he who planted the huge maples

gracing the gardens.

However, the rockeries, fountain, streams, lake
and flower beds are the children of Erwin Fidler,

designer and creator.

Polish Ixrmer to English gardener

Erwin Fidler came to Canada from England (his
homeland Is Poland) in 1867, After the Second World
War, he had found himself in England and stayed lo
become a farmer and market gardener for 13 years.
After emigrating to Canada it didnt fake long
before he was hired as Beardmore's gardener.

President Peter Dunham iz enthusiastic in his
praise of Mr. Fidler's work. He shows an old
‘befare’ aerial photo of the plant. A {actory dump
graces the spot where now & large lake houses wild-

lifs.

Trees there were aplenty but only grassy slopes
where now there are flowers and fountains.

The area surrounding the main office bullding
grows grass profusely because of abundant springs.
My, Dunham cites the reason the tannery was buill
on the original site as the abundance of fresh

natural water and wood,

Unfortunalely, these springs are hazardous to the
trees, many of which have dled walterlogged,
despite tile draining. New ones have been planted
but the gardener shakes his head in sorrow as ha
recalls those that didn't surivie.

However, a charming stream banked with rough
paving stone leading from a waterfall in the rockery
to a fish pond and lighted fountain helps make the
moat{ of the water problem, '

The {ish pond ia actually the site of & quicksarid of
watery earth and Mr. Fidler tells of the dilficulty
workmen had with construction,

The colorful European rockery Is sltuated on a
bank where formerly little would grow. IT forms a
beautiful background to an unusual view from of-

fices.

“"Erwin laid every stone of that rockery by hand"
comments the president and It certalnly does loock

well-loved.

Peacocks and ducks
Biggest attraction in the Beardmore gardens are
the peacocks, all five of them (no, I'm wrong-
there's & new baby bringing the tolal to six).

Peacock

population is rather lops

ided consisting of

four males, and a very tired female—even the chick

seems to be male,

The peacocka were introdueed about eight years
ago on former preaident Norm Bralda's suggestion,
They share the fenced lake area with ducks, geese,

and plgeona,

It was discovered that the plast dump previously
the zite of the lake, was actually filling in

the reservoir where Actonians oblalned waler years
2go when Acton was still a village. Mr. Dunham is

§ delighted the lake was dug out to return the area Lo

its original lock.
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bridge provides shelter for nesting ducks and
Canada geese. A windmtll, glit of a creative em-
ployee, adds charm.

The are pot all decorative, however. An
immaculate vegetable blends with shs,
bshes and asparagus fern providing color, foliage,
and good eating. Greenhouses ensure plants have
anearly protected start in the spring.

Fliter beda become sancluary

Peter Dunham is delighted with the “good en-
vironment'’ the gardens provide for employees and
he appreciates the beauty transposed on the mess of
the old plant. Not only is the lake a welcome face of
g former dump but the wooded bank and flower
beda surrounding the main bullding are built on &
pile of gravelin left over from the days of coal-fired
furnaces.

Birds are atiracted by the hundreds, nesling,
singing, chattering during board incetings. Mr,
Dunham chuckles about a nest of young Blue Jays
interrupting meetings.

He's also proud of the bird sanctuaries filter beds
south of the plant off Highway 25 are becoming. He
hes sighted mourning doves, {lnches, blackbirds
and all the usual common blrds plus a kingfisher
and a palr of blue herons.

“If all those birds survive, it can’t be too bad a
situntion,"” he comments relerring to frequent
public complalnt about the smell of the filter beds.

Erwin Fidler, Beardmore gardener, quiet and
soft-spoken, is an artist in his own right. A man who
just loves seeing beautiful things grow.

Mr. Dunham is justifiably proud of Beardmore
gardens saying, “‘t provides the best dividends for a
gmall investment.” :
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‘M Irn-uned' on the [aland, ErwlnFidltr. Heardmore

. gardener, sets the windmill spinning.

Board’s double standard
showing - Renaissance

The wrong ple are
belng punished for distri-
buting a pornographic
newspaper at Cakville-
Tratalgar High School,
according to the Renais-
sance Commilitee.

Rev. Ken Campbell,
founder of the organ-
ization said in a recent
press relense, that the
Board of Education was
showing a double slan-
dard by suspending
students for distributing
pornographic malerials,
while forcing them (o
read similar material in
thelr classes.

He blamed the sit-
uation ;:!1! u:ah;nrtit:a

nt, self-serving c
E::lnta“ of the Board
for the double standard

Campbell's statements
were prompted by &n
incident at OQakville-
Trafalgar High School
where saveral students
collaborated on a publi-
cation called “Rag-Laf-
Art'" It contalned
several jllustrations of
school staff performing
bodily functlions * and
enge in varlous
forms of sexual activity.

Schoo! principal Nell
Turnbull suspended four
students for their part in
the effort. The suspen-
slons wili beserved at the
beginning of the next

. school year.

“The students should
be reinstated and the
administrators who've
ridiculed parents offen-
ded by the same sort of
stufl in the recommended
books and sex educ-
ational films in Halton
schools should be sus-
pended at once,"”
Campbell declared. :

Campbell added that
he was puzzied by the
silence of the Canadian
authors who have formed
the Freedom of Expres-
sion Committee over this
"C‘E‘ﬂﬂﬂﬂh‘p-"

“These are the llber-
tarians who have
ridiculed the Huron
Board of Education for
banning & Governor-
General award-winning
book containing a vividly
detailed description of
oral sex... which a
majority of parents find
offensive andor inap-
propriate in the publie

AND SPECIALLY SELECTED 2
LINES OF SUMMER WEAR
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gchools.”” home but rather

Campbell blamed the

the
home is extension of the

publication not on the
students, but on the
“legders of the Ontario
teachers federations who
endorse the %lmri;n
antl-parent osophy
allegﬁuy atriculated by
Dr. Laurier LaPlerre to
the elfect that the school
{s not the extension of the

school.”

“It seems that
administration
purports to serve parenty
only gets upset when it's
their stalf which is offen-
ded by
material.”’
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Do-on. of Disstoo (Canada) Limited, Acton will be work. Lines produced in Actoc will be made at Dis-
closing September 29, putting 125 people out of  uloa's Montreal plant,

Board chairman won't
see Campbell in church

Board of Education wgnly hoporable course
chairman Bill Herd won't {5 you (Herd) to take is
be whistling,—'"et me to {5 resign at once from
the Ehﬂfﬂh on time"'— your wlﬂun" if the
explain his actlons o wphairman failed to make
Miltop minister Ken e statement he Is
Campbell, Sunday. reported to have made in

He told trustees he puhHE Lo Eamptﬁu'l.
won't be on the [lltilfﬂﬂ'ﬂ fnce.
of Milton's Emmanuel
Baptist Church, In spite
of Campbell's invitation
asking Herd to explain
why the minister should
mind something other
than the chairman's
business.

“] wouldn't reserve

any time on o Sunday
night to see that hap
pen,” Herd said Thur
sday at Burlington.
" The chairman was
teiling trustees how he
will answer two letters
from Campbell, one of
which reporfed sparked
Herd to say: "“Rev.
Campbell should mind
his own bloody busi-
ness."”

in the second letter
Campbell, whose con-
cerns lound much vocal
sympathy from OQakville
trustee Elsie Hilson, asks
why the concerns which
prompted the first Jetter
“are NOT my blessed
business as a father and a
taxpaying resident for 21
years in Hallon.

Trustee Hilson told
Herd in the meeting that
Campbell is right. “It's
true whal hesaid. It s his
business. It's
everybody's business.”
She nlso wanted Herd to
apologize to Campbell,

The Millon minister,
who heads. Halton Ren-
aissance, stiated the
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alienotedby civil servant
arrogance, will have
their confidence in and
enthusiasim lor the pub-
lic school system re-
slored.”” Thelelter is four
pages in length.

Once focus of Camp-
bell's remedies, though
he only identifies the man
by title, is Board of E¢
ucation Director Em
Lavender. The director,
at board meetings, sits
beside chairman Herd,
Campbell calls for the
director of education lo
various acts of sexual “‘nolonger sitinthe place
The paper of power at Board
meetings,—at the chair-
man's  right hand,
brooding over  the
trustees like o hen over
her chicks,—~" i
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AT OVER 100 FIRESTONE STORES

The minister's [irst IN CANADA

letter concerns reactions
to suspenstons to four
Oakville-Trafolgar High
School students because
they published 200 coptes
of a paper depicting the
school's  teachers

18”
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was out in late June. It
was titled Rag-Leaf-Art
(Trafalgar spelled back-
wardal.

According to Campbell
“the growing snarchy in
our public schools’ can
be blamed on the leaders

- wi the province’s teacher
federations, not the siu-
dents or their parents.

Specifically the blame
rests with the federations
who hired Dr. Laurier
LaPjerre to articulate
“their apparent (otal-
itarian, anti-parent' phil-
osophy.

Campbell directs the
way 1o putting Hallon
back on course. When the
school board insists on
the “responslble admini-
stration of the public
school syystem'..."tens
of thousands of parents
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* NEW STORE HOURS *
{effective Monday, July 30)

Monday-Friday 8 to 5:30

Saturday8to1 E{iﬁ
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~ ANNOUNCES

For your addad enjoyment we
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FULLY LICENCED
UNDER THELLBO

Cover Charge $2.00
This Weekend—Ladies—No Charge

OPEN DAILY 7:30 p.m.-1 am.

Dress Code
Will Be Enforced

For further information call
877-4223

72 MILL STREET

GEORGETOWN Q
parking and entrance ot rear ‘ 0
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