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Fhere are families and
chiildren in north Halton
with  special needs—
needs whicl can best be
mel by new Chlildren's
Ald Socicty (CAS) valyn-
[eers. '

The CAS is out te il
the gaps in services to
Fammities in Acton,
Georgetown and Miltor,
Each cammunily  has
partivular needs aecordd-
mg e Volunleer Co-
nrdinator Margaret Mor-
rison.

Georgetown, for
example, has a preat
need for big brothers:
men who will aet as
models to be fellowed by
children. A hig brother
teaches skills tailored 1o
the child's needs: such
day-to-day matters as
how 10 use public tran.
sportation or making
economical  purchases.

The CAS in Gearge-
town has four referrals
on its books. "“We cap't
fill them and they're alj
important,” Mrs,” Morri-
son said. There are about
eight big brothers in Hal.
ton CAS and 22 big
Bisters,

Big Brothers are alsg
in demand at Milton, ag
are gther volunteers—
case ajdes—-who deg|
with families. Case nldeg
provide friendshlp, teach
child management skilts,
assess families and other
functions.

Milton, however, has o
more urgent need: group
leaders for maothers and
for pre-school children.
At least six Icaders for
pre-schoalers could haye
positions. Their fupe
tions, says co-ordinalor
Morrison, are to Bive
children a good time at
least ence a week ang
also assess children sp
parents can be helped ip
designing activities
which enhance children's
development. Presch-
oolers, for instance, may
be walched to see if they
are speaking well enougiy
for their age, to deter-
mine il {ingers, hands
and arms coordinote
properly,

The mothers' group §s
part of a self-help pro-

CAS

gram, The CAS volunteer
Cheourages the parent to
sty whial her needs are
will: respect to family,
The mother is then as-
sisted  in discovering
melhods of meeting those
needs,

The greatest need for
volunteers is in Acton,
Big Lrothers, big sisters,
case aides, tutars,
drivers and others are
urgently required, Mrs.
Morrison saijd.

In Halten there are
about 150 volunteers,
most of them women,

“"Qur aim is 1o streng-
lhen and improve famlly
life s0 that children can
Erow up in their homes
with their own pareuls.
Abeu! half the families
whe require ihis help
come to us on their own,™
Slates &n Ontario CAS
volunteers'  handbook,

A volunteer helping an
elementary  school age
child in morth Halton is
likely ta meet the child on
an average of once per
week, Guidance comes
from the CAS nnd Mrs,
Morrison who discusses
¢ases and thelr meanings
with voluntecrs. Most of
these discussions take
place in a volunteer's
heme or in local offjces
Such’ as Acton's Com-
munlly Services Centre,

Once a month there is
an education session for
volunteers at  Qakville
and yearly volunteers set
up their own education
refresher program.

In Georgetown, Acton
and Milton the CAS also
has field workers nearhy,

There are other roles
volunteers  {ill:
supervising children
while a parent is being
inlerviewed: driving
children or families on
outings or to doctor ap-
pelntments: interpret-
ors;  telephoning;  and
tollecting toys and help-
ing  with  children's
Chrisimas projects,

Halton's CAS started
with a meeting in Milton
63 vears ago. Today's
Halton society is right up
o the minute with ity
campaign for volunteers.

Tu find out more about
volunteering for Halton’s
CAS telephone Mrs. Mor-
rison, volunteer o
ordinator, at 8782375,

French get
axtension

A special ecase wag
made for extending the
ttme limit on applications
v the Halton Board's
French Immersion
course at Sunningdale
School, Qakville.

Trustees agreed by 3
three vole margin to ex-
tend the time for applica-
tions one week, until Fri-

day.

BEAT THE HEAT WITH
AIR-CONDITI

Immaculate 4 bedroom home on fenc
fec room with bar, covered
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plus much more. Call Akers.- Clark Real
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ONED BEAUTY

ed private lot. Formal dinin g, eat-in kitchen,
patio. Fully broadioomed, central air air-conditioning,
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My hat's off to our farmers!

A

Even though we are into the last quarter
of the iwenteth century, with the
tremendous technological advances that
have been made, this ean stitl be a mighty
harsh Jand 1o live in.

At the time of wrillng, my heart aches
for those poor devils in southern Manitoba,
and in northern Ontarto, who have been
victims of Aoods. It must be devastating to
5Ce your fine farm covered with muddy
waler, your house or barn collnpsing under
the forece of g vast, callous element over
which you have na control.

We can blame ourselves for bad
judgment, faullty management, or just
plain laziness. But when Nature chooses,
with her random, indifferent power, lo
throw 2 big one ot us, whether it be fire,
llood, drought, hail or grasshoppers, there
i3 net much to do but weep, cUrse, or pray,

Modern man can walk on the moan, drift
through the sky in luxury at 750 miles an
hour, keep himself warm and clean by
fitcking switches and pressing buttans. He
can communicate with his fellows over
thousands of miles, “

But when it comes 1o ternado or an
earthquake, there is little he can do but
cower uniil it's over, and then try to pick
up the pieces.

We are net much bothered In this
country by those two "acts of God." But
we have plenty of our own variety: bliz-
zards, floods, farest [ ires, periods of cither
drought or rain that make the farmer
despair,

Perhaps the greatest glory of man is that
he refuses to suceumb to the desolation
that follows these curses of nature that
remind him canstantly that he is g pelly
creature, indeed, of Httle more importance
in the schéme of things than an ant or a
cockroach, and not nearly as capable of
survival, over the lang haul.

H 1 were a farmer In the Red River
Valley today, I'd probably fee! like going
oul behind what was left of my barn and
quietly shooting mysell.

. empliness, the

Bill
Smiley

But they won't 8o it, and that is Why man
will survive the worst things that Nature
can do to him. He wil] pick up the pieces
and rebuild, with g stubborn and dauntjess
spirlt that makes him refuse to give in.

I've just finished The Praneer Years, by
Barry Broadfoat, about the settling of the
West. A Iat of people failed in their first
canfrontation with the cternal hardships of
the prairies: the bitter cold, the vast
terrible daily toil, the
plagues of inseets, hail, drought,

But even more of thers fought back, with
little but their humag refusal to cave in
under almest unbearable conditlons, And
their ancestors are sti) there, And they,
too, will go on fighting the savagery of this
counlry of ours, and triumph in the end,

Teday's farmer in the West has equip-
ment hls ancestor could not even dream
about, He can farm four sections in the
time it took his grandfather to extract g
meagre crop from a quarter-section, with
horses, and brutal, dawn-to-dark human
[abor.

With the advent of the telephone and the
dutomobile, the appailing loneliness of Jife
on the pralries, of which Sinclair Ross
wriles $0 movingly, has disappeared,
Teday’s farmer may even have o smal|
aircraft to flip him intg the larger town, or
across the border to the fleshpots of the
Stales,

B there still isn't a dayn thing he can
do about the weather. If there is drought,
his crops burn and his cattle don’t fatten, If
there (s hail, he ean have g year's work

wipced aut in a few hours, and be off to the
bank to barrow for next year.

He may have modern, lechnleal advice
from government. He may be part of pne
of the great breadbaskets ol the world,
providing food for millions, But if it ralns
all summer, the bank st} wants the inter-
cst on his loan, even thaugh his crop is o
disaster,

Sure, I grouse just like you, and yau,
when bread goes up a nlckel o loaf, beef
prices soar, milk costs more than beer, or
nearly as much, and | can't afferd a head
of lettuce, without cutling down on
cigarelles.

But when I think of the gamble a farmer
takes, the amount of work he must do, and
whal he gets for his product al the rall-
head, I can only shake my head and
mutter, “Why do they do it? | woitldn't

Well, my friend, ji's Boing to get o lot
worse. With the millions of acres of funk
land in thls country on which to build
houses, our blinkered politicians continye
o allow industry and developers to buy up
rich farmland, and turn it inte factories
that pollute with cisences, highwaysa that
pollute witk gas fumes, and high-rises that
pollute with people.

Take a trip abroad. Check the prices of
Iarm products. Qurs are still among the
cheapest in the world.

When you have to pay $5 for o pound of
meat, 40 cenls each for tomaloes, and §2
for a loal of bread don't cry. Just
remember that you read it here first.

The farmer in this country has been
getling royally screwed for decades, and
he knows il. Prime Minister Trudeay
choose o call the farmers' anger
“whining."

My hat is off ta them. Pick up the pieces,
boys, and rebuild. We need you. Very
much.




