= % mr e U e —— -

= E— —

$4000 for

2 The Acton Free Press, Wadnesday, May 9, 1979

with Jennlfer Bart

«op ' betier stari weiting ali my happy songs now
b hife 1've 30ill gof lime,

'Cause this sodness a-round me

is getting fa my mind. "’

James Gordon (known as ‘Jim' to his friends),
Rockwood singer, musician, song writer, and enter-
tainer par excellence wrote Lhat chorus tn 1972. He's
fortunately still writing bls happy songs — the

sadness hasn't completely affected his mind yet.

Although he’s enly 23 Jim has been on the musical
scene for nearly seven years. He's now well-known
as a Canadlan folk singer in large areas of the

Siates and Canada, although Guelph and Rockwood
residents still have a tendency to ask, *Jim Wha?"

When other tecnagers were plugging themselves
into vast amplifiers shrieking out fighling words,
banging unmusical cords from Iheir tortured in-
struments, Jim was linkering effectively with his
banjo, writing pure poetry set tomusic.

The Jeif Bird Band

Jim and two friends have an established group
and are managing to make a fair living out of
playing concerts, fairs, coflee houses, and folk
lestivals. :

Jim plays a variety of Instruments from the
banje, guitar, piano, trumpet ("'whoops, the valve's
stuck’), bongo, kazzoo, Lin whistle, and other as-
sorted soundmakers. His partners include Jef( Bird,
who bills himself as “The Jelf Bird Band™ and docs
indeed play enough inslruments for a whaole band;
and Randy Sutherland, singer, back-up guitarist
and general ‘rounder outer.”

Lead singer is James who does most of the casual
patter on stage but s well set off by Jelf, who re-
minds one of Tommy Makem with his easy whim-
sical sense of humor; and Randy, of the sexy voice
and huge pseudo-innocent eyes.

In the past year, Jim and Jeff {Randy joined them
in the fall} have entertained al festivals in places
such” as Memphis, South Carolina, New York,
Geargia, and all over Ontario. Their concerts in-
clude Ontario Place, the C.N.E., Playhouse
Theatre. Vancouver; Memphis; Atlanta, Alberta,
New Brunswick. They also play at a long list ef col-
leges, universities, libraries, and coffee houses. In
fact, their lisl of credits for cne year reads like an
entire lifelime’s work for mest singers.

The group has also done radie shows in the States
and Canada, including the CBC, and appeared on
lelevision.

Jim doesn’t know how to describe himself or the
group except that they are entertainers. They are
much more than folk singers, combining traditional
ethnie folk songs (done with their own twisls}, some
of thelr own music, amusing fun-poeking songs, &
little gentle rock and musical ballads, He laughing-
ly calls them "'folky whimp."

“Whatever you want, we're it chuckles Jim,
remembering the time they were hired for St
Patrick's Day in Windsor as an Irish Folk Band, For
that engagement they were just that — totally Irish.

They con also be pure Maritimers, genuine On-
tarians, raunchy bar room singers, or total felk. in
the States they are hailed as 100 per cenl typlcal
Canadian. )

Jim ofien travels wilh the well-known group
called Maple Sugar, playing banjo and singing.

But all these credits and professional lists are still
small clue Lo the person whois Jim Gordon.

\ Music all Hm"s lile

I first met Jim when, at 18, he was running a
summer theatre group for young children in Rock-
wood. The enthusiasm, charm, and general af-
fability of this young lad was overwhelming. Even
then, the amount of talent in his attractively small
package of a body was nothing short of amazing,

He extended the droma group to include aduits
and produced one of Shaw's plays with his awn
touches, making temporary actors out of a group of

Helping
Hands

A letter from Halton
Helping Hands thanked
Halton Hills council for
their grant of $4,000, but
admitted to disappoint-
ment that the town could
nol grant the required
$6,300.

Valerie O’'Hara,
executive director, sald
she realized the town's
position, but added they

- would not be able to meet

the evet-lncreasing de-
mands on their service.

The organizatlon plans
to approach service clubs
in an effort to ralse the

Gives a lifotime guarpnice on
all mufilers, toiipipes, ox-
haust pipes, clampa, hangera
and all tho siulf that goes
with an exhBust
aystem —oven 1ho labor. So
sae your Suparior Mulfler
Dealer FIRST, “it'f be tho
LAST time vyou'll avar
pay. . . for as leng as you
OWN your car,’”

CLEMENTS MOTORS
6500 Bronte St. S.
Mikon

878-2328

stiff up-tight business people (yes, I was anc of
them).

Jim was just graduating from Centennlal High in
Guelph where he wag first introduced to organized
music and band playing. Forming his own group,
‘““I'he Rockwood Philharmonic,’” he used o play for
any one who'd listen, trying out the songs he was
leaming towrite,

This was [ollowed by a musical education at the U
of G, classical voice training, singing work in-
cluding the Universily of Guelph singers, Univer-
slty Madrigal Singers, church choirs, and still more
concert work.

Ta help finance this singing habit, Jim staried the
Garden Street Cafe two years ogo. This Guelph
colfee house and restaurant has become popular all
over the province. Visitors came to partake of
consistly excellent vegetarian food and hear folk-
type entertainment.

The decor, bils of antlque and nostalgia, eame
courtesy of his antique collecting parents, Don and
Cathy Gordon of Rockwood.

In around this petting, between the rickely gables
and jean-skirted wailresses, bounced a cheerful
long-haired elf —the owner,

The cafe has recently been sold although il is
being run in exactly the same way. Jim's musical
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career has been taking off to the extent he had to

make a choice belween his two enterprises. He still
maintains an interest in the entertainment booking
of the cafe.

Appearing soon at “'Mug"

This smalt column is no place to set down the pro-
fessional blography of Jim Gerdon. I haven't even
mentioned the British concert tour, the operatic
tour wlith the Vancouver Symphony, the antique
instruments Jim used to experiment with, the sad
protest songs and searing social comment Jim
writes,

You'll just have to listen to Jim yourself. And you
can, for he, Jeff and Randy are appearing at the
Mug coffechouse in Actonon Saturday, May 12. '

Even though Jim and his group are becoming
very well-known and successful performers com-
manding “decent" salaries, they love to “'gel back
to thelr roots™ and perform for intimate groups in
coffee-houses where the audience becomes part of
the act. That's where Jim, Jelf and Randy sing their
best—where they can give and take with their own,
because they're still basically simple folk singers
entertnining you and me. :

1 hope they stay that way.

The Trustees of the Village of Rock-
wood invite bids for the installation
of water and sewer services. at the
Village office, 118 Guelph Street.

Bids should be in by May 25, 1979,

Lowest or any bid not necessarily
accepted. ,

M. Adema
Sacratary
g66-9562
P.O. Box 67
Rockwood
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Several parents’
educalion concems were
aired during a bear-pit
sessjon last week at M.Z.
Bennett school,

The school’s principal
Doug Magwood and
Actor-Esquesing schogl
trustee  Betly Fisher
were there to field quest-
jons and explain some of
what goes on at Halton
Board of Education to
concerned parents.

The health hustle, the
popular in-class exercise
has been sidestepped

_ recently In the school

because of parenl's con-
cern ohout the approp-
riateness of the exercise
for children, according to
Mr. Magwood. The
Fﬂrem is & highly qualif-
ed physlcal education
professor, said the princ-
ipal.
“We're locking at
continuing it, but with
more direction,” Mr.
Magwood lold the group.
The princlpal also indic-
ated children will g00n be
spending more physical
education time outside in
such actlvities as track
and field and soccer,

Meanwhile, Trustee
Fisher indicated she
would find. out from the
board the latest inform-
ation regarding the
health hustle.

Private schoals
draining away pupils
from the public system
was a concern raised by
Harold Andres. Principal
Magwood said he knows
of one or perhaps two
pupils who have switched
to private schools. And
{here was one who later

~ returned.
< _In North Halton {rustee

Fisher sald she could sce
more pupils golng to the
Georgetown District
Christian School or the
separate school rather
than to a private schoel,
because of the distance,

“Mher parents  feel
they (privale schouvis! du
a better job of teaching. 1
don't know if that's
true,' sakd Lynn Whitten,
a parent and para-

pnlafmlnnﬂl in the sch-
00

Concerning the quality
of education In privale
schools, irusiee Fisher
said she could not say {f
the answer has been
proven. There are more
private schools being est-
ablished, but Mr. Mag-
wood said he does not
believe there Is signif-
ijcant compelition bet-
ween private and public
schools.

Mrs. Fisher shared an
observation with the par-
ents, concerning schools,

About half of them
couwld be described as
conservative and the rest
liberal—attityde reflect-
ing the local community.

Police beat

\ Parents air concerns during bear-pit talk

““Until society figures out
what direction to go,
we're caught in the
middie," she aaid. She
went on to say some
schools are a hit more
laissez-falre, usuallyas a
direct reflection of the
community. She In-
dicated the board could
ue a course Lo

untformilty, except she
did not know if people
would lke school not
refllecting the
munity. -

Teacher lob security
and budgets figured in a
discussion  concerning
the use of the school lib-
FATY,

The underlining reason
for M.Z. Bennett school

cam-

Chase results in
man's arrest

A high speed chase in
the Acton area ended
Saturday with the arrest
of n 23-year-old Meadvals
man.

The man s charged
with ~ dangerous and
impaired driving.

A routine police check
of & car lurned up & 4%-
inch dagder in the poss
ession of a 22-year-old
Milton man. Police
charged him with poss-
ession of an offensive
weapon. The man was
released on a promise to
appear at court later this
month.

Three ftown youths
were charged with caus-
ing a disturbance on Mill
Street In front of the 747
Restaurant Saturday.

A SO-year-old Ransom
€1, man was arrested on
a liquor charge by police
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READY-MiX CONCRETE » SAND
GRAVEL ¢ CRUSHED STONE

SATURDAY DELIVERY

{(519) 833-8601
17 SIDEROAD, ERIN, ONT.
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...GIVE HER SECOND -TO-NONE GIFTS!

'OFF ALL RINGS
and WATCHES

{Timex - Longine - Wittnauer}

on Main St. Friday. The
man was lodged in Lhe
Georgetown cells for his
safety.

A Limehouse woman

reported the theft of i

three hubcaps from her
vehicle this week while it
was parked at the Dom-
inion Hotel, Value of the

having a librarian {or a
haif-day is the allocation
of staff. The teachers’
federation is not keen on
para-professionals who
could man the library.
It's cheaper labor, Mrs.
Fisher said.

Mr. Magwood agreed
that a para-professional
could manage Lhe lib-
rary. However, having a
teacher slep into the
librarian’s role

roblems. It's not diff-
cult te handle a book ex-
chapge, but as far as
operating a resource
centre, that job requires
training, and Mr. Mag-
wood sald he did not think
teachers could do the job
Efith all else they have lo

Q.

The question arose
regarding any plans by
the Board of Education to
charge for the alter hours
(e ObJehodl, Wi

L]
-

Fisher sald the answer is
up to Lhe towns
recreation  department.

“Do middle schools
cost more?'" was one of
Mrs. Whitten's questions.

‘] think s0," replied
Mrs. Fisher. She went on
to say there are pros and

CONTINUES

cons the

regarding

. middle school guestion,

That i3 one reason why
she is in favor of the
riddle school study
being carried out by a
hired consullan!—soe-

meone to look at L wilth-
out bias,
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FUR STORAGE

controlled fur vaults.

equipment is $90. Police &

are investigating.
In all there were 12
liquor related

offences

which resulled in arrests

by police in Halton Hilis
on the weekend.

installers On Staftf

W Foalutg Carpel From

"HIEHM{}ND”
“CORONET"™

"VENTURE"”

"QZITE”
“CALLAWAY"

Harg Surface and
Cunhioned Viyls from.

“ARMSTRONG"”
and
“G.AF."

FREEESTIMATES

Lakeview
Centre

126 Main Straat North
Acton 853.1190

TRADE IN ACCEPTED
ON NEW FURS

lowest-priced
import wagon

NOW IS THE TIME for protecting your
precious fur in our scientifically-

Not only
does your Fur
recelve prime

beauty-
treatments

but i3 also
protected against
fire, thefi

and damage.,

Layaway & Deferred
Payment Plans
Available

'‘Free Parking On Premises’

Guelph Fashion Furs Ltd.

Handerafted Furriers Since 1969
9 Paisley Street, Guelph

West of St. George’s Square 824-8010
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PENDANTS

additional $2,300,
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MAZDA GLC

Who said all the news Iin
* GIFT ITEMS the newspapers is bad!
* SPRING BULBS CHINA 6 cup teapat with -

v EEHARERE CUP & SAUCER BEAUTY SET matching cream EARR'NGS r%ﬁi;‘* -‘h'll"

end sugar : ; o,
= SHARUBS - "'”““E‘:“'}:’

#344 ¢4595 #1 188 QZUOMW

o SEEDS Hrwes £r wegutabbel
+ PEATMOSS = TOOLS
» PESTICIDES

¢ FERTILIZER

foerth Yo poeingches conial)

s ROSES

» TREES

« FRUIT TREES
WITHTHIS AD

1 0% OFF ALL

PLANTS
(Effective May 5-18)
“Drop In and Discuss Your Gardening
Needs"
Was Are OpenBa.m. till Dark
Every Day except Sunday
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SALES and SERVICE

a5 MILL STREET EAST, ACTON 8531730 367 Quean Street East * Acton * 853-0200




