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Economy, national unity,unemployment
prime concerns of election candida

The economy is clearly the concern of
Acton volers, and all political parties
[ecl they have the answer lo the coun-
try’'s problems.

tlalton riding’s five candidates for
ihe May 22 federal clection were on
hand Monday evening at the Acton high
school to convince voters they are the
hest man (or woman) in the best
partyduring an All Candidates’ Night.

Incumbent Liberal Frank Phitbrovk,
Progressive  Conservative candidate
Ulle Jelinek, New Democrat Party
canddidate Doug Black, Libertarian

Karen Sclick and Independent Robert -

Hitchie each gave their views of the
country and how it can be saved,

Dr. Philbrook, Member of Parl-
inment for the past {ive years, admitted
there are twe main issues in this
clection, national unity and the
ceunmmy,

The incumbent pointed out countyies
alluver the werld have been having dif-
ficulty ‘with thelr economies, and not
just Capada.

To achieve his and his party's ob-
jectives of keeping the country to-
gether, there must be a strong national
governmeni. “I do not believe that ig
this deeentralized country that we can
afford to have any more decentral-
ization actions,” he declored. "“We
iust stop working o8 ten countries, and
work as one."

All Canadians are entilled to the
same rights as those in ather provinees,
Dr. Philbrook stated. He used pension
plans, medical care, and up-
employment insurance as examples of
rights. :

Canada's major problem, Dr. Phil-
brouk said, is a party clearly devoted to
breaking the counitry up. The In-
cumbert decided as soon as the election
is over, Rene Levesque, leader of the
Partl Quebeevis, will become very act-
ive and vocal and try to win the refer-
endum. :

"We need a strong government lo
handle this," he pronounced.

In spite of what Tigures suy, Dr. Phil-
brook painted out, the federal govern-
ment has created many jobs for the un-
employed. One business man he spoké
lo recently explained v him he could
nol get enough employees to work for
him. This man wondered where the un-
employment problem was.

In the past len years, the Liberal
said, the Conndian economy had not

sunk as low as that of Japan or Ger-

muny.,

Dr. Philbreok denied reparts of
deindusirialization of the country. “We
can always sell our natural resources.”
Dr. Philbrook ended his speech by de-
claring that Canadians must make the
country strong and united.

For. Progressive Conservative cand-

idate Otto Jelinek unily and the econ-
tiny also were the main issues ip this
clection. The PCs, however, did point
oul that Prime Minister Trudeau had
spid nativnal unity was the only Issue
and anyone who did nol agree was
Ireasonous.”” :

“1f this is the ease, "' Mr. Jelinek told
ihie crowd, “Then I too am treasenous,
and probably many of yvou.”. He ac-
cused the Prime Minister of pitting rich
against poor, east ngainst west elc.

-**And he dares {o tel] us about national
. wnity,” the candidale charged.

Mr. Jelinek claims vpposition leader
Joe Clark has done more to unile the
provinces than the prime minister has.

Economy, to Mr. Jelinek is the num-
her vne issue, he says. -

His party, Mr. Jelinek explained,
wants 1o see more incentives, and nat
the “*socialist welfare siate’” the coun-
try is now in. .

To the New Democrat Party, accord-
ing to local candidate Doug Black, the
main Issue is unemployment. Mr.
Black, an Oakville lawyer, noted Can-
ada has more natural resources than
any uther country in the world on a per
capila basis. These resources should be
used to atleviate the unemployment sit-
uation.

Across Cannda, the unemployment
figures vary from 15 o 20 per cent. In
the metro Toronto area, it is 20 per cent.,
Places like Acton are the hardest hit,

“Dr. Philbrook said the manufaet-
uring sector is doing well, yet the fact is
that in the manufacturing sector there
15 a deficit of $10 billion, He pointed out
the country's natural resources are not
inexhaustible. “*We cannol tive forever
an borrowed Lime."

Mr. Black told the audience the P.C."s
and Lhe Liberals say -lhe government
should get "out of everything,". The
NDP think this is wrong.

He accused the government of selling
naturn] resources to other countries,
who In turn use these resources to make
goods, which Canada buys back as the
finished product. Mr. Black uphelds the
muney shoutd be invested in Canadian
business into development and man-
wlacturing.

The NDP, Mr. Black admitted, is not
saying they have all the answers, but
“we must stop the money [rom going
out of the country.”

Lang range plans must be made
calmly and deliberately, Mr. Black
said, "or the country will coze ool of ex-
istence, it will not break up.”

Raren Selick, o Toronte lawyer with
the Canadian Imperal Bank of Come
meree is the Libertarian candidate. She
explained Monday evening hers is a
fairly new party, formed In 1973, In this
cieclion, the parly has 60 candidalies
running in 60 provinces.

“People in this country are intelligent
agnd responsible enough to meke their
own decisions,” she insisted.

To her party, the main issue is in-
flation. This inflation, is not caused by

the greedy, as other political parties

have accused. She pointed out pg::edy
peaple were arotnd 12 years ago before
inflation got out of control.

She compared the Canadian mon-
etary system with counterfeiting. If in-
dividuals, she said, tried to print their
uwn money with nothing to back it up, it
would be lliegal, However, this is what
the Canadian government is doing
datly.

Her parly’s platform is culs in tax-
atlon, Mlss Selick declared. There are
93 crown corporattons, the candidate
said, but only 21 of them are self sup-
porting. This is because, she says, the
services are not wanted by the people
who have to support them, and should
be abolished,

The governmenl cannot solve the
problem of unemployment, Miss Sellck
expiained. All it does is take from one
Eroup of ptople and give o others.

Lower interest rates would help
many of the country's problems says
independent candidate Robert Ritchie,
a sell employed accountant from Oak-
ville.

The high interest rates, Mr. Ritchie
claims, are making the mortgage com-
panies and the banks richer. A good
rate, he says would be about six per

cent. By lowering the rate, hie said, ith g g 4k 2B 1
1:_ .

would be freeing up a lot of money
which could be invested In something
¢lse.

Mr. Rilchie also would like to see vol-
untary relirement at 63 yearsof age. By

the youth, but the retirees need o good
pension (o five on.

dignity.™

Une hundred per cent Canadian auto- hug

%

closing of the Bricklen plant some} §

mobiles would also.be o boom 1o the
cconoiny, the independent noled. The

years ago, was "eriminal,”” Mr. Ritchie

said. He pointed aut car manufaclurers lag

say it cannct be done, but he feels it
can, and hopes o see it within seven

years, g

Higher lariffs should be placed on im-
ports, Mr. Ritchie sitnted, This is the

only way Canadian manufacturers ean W
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Too many siudents are disillusioned b g

¥
far {rom their desired field,” WAl | &

compete with companies who only pay
a dollor an hour to employecs.

The country needs more apprent-
iceship  programs, the Independent

1o go ol of the country to recruit skilled
tradesmen. “"The youth must realize
they have to start at the bottom instead
of the top,”" he declared.

when they graduate from university
and end up tending bar or something

Hitchie said.
+ o+ +

During the question and answer per-

ing to get out of debt.

tighten up unemployment insurance,
and reduce vut of country joans, Mr.
Jelinek pointed out P.C. leader Joe
Clark admitted some of their proposed
programs to save money were going to
eost money first, but their uverall plan
was (o reduce government spending.

Dr. Philbrook responded by charging
the Progressive Conservalives of act-
ually raising the nntional debt. He told
the audience a financial analyist had
called him recently who had fed Mr.
Clark’s plans into a computer. The
camputer revealed, Dr. Philbreok an-
nounced, that the P.C.'s plans were oct-
nally going lo cost $10 billion.

Mr. Black pointed out one has to
spend money to make money some-
times, He noted PetroCan was a “sure
winner” yet the P.C.'s and the Liberals
were lrying to avoid it.

An employed construction worker,
whe bad 10 seek employment out of the
province for many months wondered
what could be done with the con-
struction business,

Dr. Philbrook {old the young man the
unemployment figures and the actual
sttuation does nol mean his situation is
not real. The construction business he
said is an ongoing losing venture,

Mr. Black blamed the costs of build-
ings and houses for the reason for the
drop in construction. He admitted the
business is important to the economy.

The Progressive Conservatives plan-
ned mortgage interest rates de
ductibility will help stimulate the con-
struction industry, Mr. Jelinek ans-
wered. In turn, several off shoot bus-
inesses, such as furniture, etc,, will also
have extra stimulation.

Mr. Jelinek said he himself is going to
stress the Importonece of more trade
schools and apprenticeships.

Miss Selick pointed oot the eon-
struction business was used to speed up
or slow down the economy.

As long as the interest ratles stay
high, according to Mr. Ritchie the con-
struction industry is going to suffer,

All candidates but Mr. Ritchie agreed
a floating dollar wo= est for the coun-
try, when they were asked where the
dollar should be. :

Dr. Philbrook pointed out the recent
increase of the dollar is a sign the econ-
omy 1s improving. His partly cstimates
that by 1984, it should be at %4 cents
United States.

Mr. Jelink polnied out the doliar has
increased since an election has been
ctlled. Both the Conservatives and the
NDFP condidates agreed the monu-
fncturing sector had to be stimulated to
help the dollar help itself,

In response to a question of how the
Liberal government was guing to con-
trol government spending, Dr. Phil-
brook pointed out the auditar general of
Canada said he was pleased with the co-
operation the government has used in
bringing the spending under control.
Dr. Philbrook challenged the audience
to tell him where they wanted the mon-
ey spent. Remarks from the crowd
shouted the various areas, such s old
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Mr. Jelinck explained that his party *
plans to cul back on the civil service, »
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pensions. Another man shouled the in-
dividuals have no voice.

Dr. Philbrook disagreed with this
statement and concluded, *We are try-
ing lo recognize the reality of Jife.
Pecple are trying to say they want less
government involvement.”

Mr. Jelinek said his parly would
eliminate the sunset groups. These, he
explained are the organizations set up
lo investigate something with the idea
{0 be disbanded once their project was
through. According to the Progressive
Cunservalives, there are many existing
the Prime Minister probably doesn'
even know aboul.

The P.C, vandidate challenged Dr,
Philbrook’s statement from the auditor
general, saying the man was quoted as
saying “'The Liberal government has
lost control of spending.”

Mr, Jelinek told the audience the fed-
erdd governmen! moved many of its of-

fices to Hull Quebee, leaving thousands
of square feet of office space in Ottawn
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Eureka Upright
Vacuum Cleaner

DEMO - 2 ONLY
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12" Black & White

TELEVISION
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emply. A lot of money could be saved if
this space was utilized.

Mr. Jelinek pointed out Prime Min-
ister Trudeau was against wage and
price  contrels.  Opposition leader
Hobert Sianfield had suggested the con-
truls for a 90 day perlod. The Liberals,
however, contended this was “zapping"’
wages. Then, Mr, Jelinek said, after he
wits elected, be imposed the conirols for
three years, not just the original 40 day
suggestion.

The P.C. candidate tuok a direet stab
at the Liberal incumbent when he sug-
gested that if the prime minister wasn'y
going to listen to his own cabinet, he
certamly wasa'l going o listen to a
back bencher like DBr. Philbrook,

Miss Selick said one way her party
planned to ¢ut back on government
spending was to do something with the
post office. Last year, she said, $1.2 bil-
lion was spent on i, She sugpested of-
fering the organization to private enter-

{continued on page 6]
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All five federal candidates were on hand Mondasy
vvening al the high school for the Meet the Cand-
Itites Nighi. Lefl to right, Otto Jelinek, Progressive
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164 MAIN ST., SOUTH, ACTON

(OLD PUMPHOUSE)

MAY 4

10:00 a.m. 10 6 p.m.

Broadmoor

STEREO

REGULAR $299

AM/FN/8 TRACK/STAND
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Conservative: Frank Philbrook, Liberaul; Karen Ne-
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Electrophonic

PHONO
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Swivel/Rocker

CHAIRS
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SHOP AT BOTH LOCATIONS _
ALL SALES FINAL—NO RETURNS —CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE

HALTONHILLS
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