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Al Russell gets his highs up 10, 000 feet in balloon

by Jennifer Barr

People ga to great heights for plea-
sure and excilement—even 10,000 {eel
in 1he air in a hot aic balloon,

Al Russell of the Bloe Springs Line,
proudly sperts an “'I'm a balloon nut”
pity. He loves ballooning so much he has
his own outfil being delivered in mid-
April.

There are unly 36 balloons in Canada
and 40 or 50 licenced pilots. There's
some disagreement abowl numbers of
balloon pilets. However, Al has number
41 reserved for his licence when he
qualifies.

‘The Hol Air Balleon Federation of
Canadn was formed last month, an ai-
filiale of a similar U.S. group—all part
of the Intial Balloon Federatien cen-
Ired in France.

Ballooning gat its start in France in
- 1883, Europeans have been enthusiastic
ballouners since then bul they favor the
cumbersome gas balloon vsually filled
with heliwm. According to Al Russell,
there's only ene gas balloon in Canada,
the hot air (ype being considered a
sport haliuon,

Al would fike te see ballooning be-
come mure popular. e feels the
prablem has heen @ lack of promotion
and industry standards. There just
aren'l enough balloons areund to stand-
ardize he industry yel.

Would-be balloon pilots go lhruugh
examinations  and  qualificalions
similar 1o airplane pilots. As well as
ground exams, they must fly solo
several times ond aseend to a height of
mare than 0,000 feet,

“You just don’t look down,
menls Al

Don'tuprhuck over Acton

Stommach gueasiness is one of the first
problems o neophyte balloonist must
cupe wilh.

“11 takes @ strong stomach to lake
it suys Al 'l 1akes sume getting used
to, Lhat Tirst free fighl. There's no
safely harness or parachute, just a
basket belween you and the ground.”

But it's jusi Jike anything else, you do
gel used Lo it, he says.

Al became interested in ballooning
last year in Calgsry., A businessman
minwfactuering  mobile  phones, Al
visitedd o slore ecalled Balloon Ad-
verlires situated next to his Calgary
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Readdy totakeafl, Al Russebl of Nassagaweya flies a frlend's batlloon from his back

business office. Ground-air com-
muntcalions have long been & problem
for balloponists who have hitherto used
air radio lo {owers or CB radlos,

Al's mobile attache phone seemed an
excellent addition to the communica-
tions system and is now being used as a
beneflicial backup,

According to Al, one thing led to an-
other and he was offered a balloon
flight. He went up three Lo four hundred
fect on o tethered Qight (tied to the
ground by a rope) and was hooked!

Riptop or parachupte?

The actual balloon is usually betier
{han a hundyred feet high and made of
nylon or dacron. The balloon Itself is
much like a parachute with an adjust-
able top, either parachute tep or rip-
out. Hemoval of the top is necessary {0
lel the hot air out for descent. These
lops are mangeuvered by guy ropes.
The parachule top can be pulled down
inside 1o let a small volume of air out
and then allowed Lo drift back in place.
The rip-out top (attached by velcro
bands) is wunreplaceable, meaning
landing is mandatory once the top is
e,

The balloon also has exhaust side
venis for air control with guy ropes
attached. They reseal with own pres-
sure.

The whele light balloon is atlached Lo
the baskel by & system of webblng sewn
inte each gore or panel of fabric. The
webbing comes to the orpheus, or
throat, with steel wire taking the stress,
and attached to the baskel by quick-re-
lease pins.

The basket is usually made of wicker,
a material with excellent flex and
strength capable of absorbing con-
siderable shock if landing is rough,

Although fibreglass is used in some
baskets, Al feels wicker is by f{ar the
best. He also likes the nostalgla aspect
of using {raditional material.

Hot air is driven into the balleon by a
burner upit in the basket, fuelled by
prupane in 20 gatlon tanks. The tremen-
dous power and heat produced by the
small insignificant burner reminds one
of a jel and is capable of lifting a bal-
loon 2 hundred feet a minute.

Twio tanks of fuel is sufficient to take
three peaple for & six hour vide on a 70
degree day {roughiy 25 to 40 miles at a
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Felds while waiting for his own to be delivered,
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Hnllwniﬁl Al Ru*‘.ﬁell sits on the skde of

the wicker basket while Canadian
Balleonlng champion Larry Qorok
checks adjustments prior Lo flight.

thousand feel in the air). The colder it is
the less hol air Is needed to make the

balloon rise.
The temperature off the burners can
reach two thousand degrees and hat air

can "shower” onto passengers from the
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oo« IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

throat of the balloon, With this in mind,
balloonists wear crash helmets and
strong gloves. The gloves are nceded
for handling guy ropes. Balloonists also

wear light one piece jet-type flight suils
and sturdy sponge soled boots with high

ankles to cushlon landings.
Landing tricky part

When taking ofl a balfoonist tries to
position himself in fronl of a treed
windbreak. The baloon is unfurled from
a very small pack reminiscent of a
parachute and allowed to [ill with or-
dinary air before short bursts of hot air
are added. Take-off should be slow and
contralled but ¢an be a bit of a circus if
the wind catches the balleon before bal-
loonists and poassengers are ready.

Landing is the tricky part. While il
should be a slow gradual hover, settling
gently down to carth, Al tells of lively
ones while learning the art.

He remembers dragging through a
corn field digging wide furrows in the
mud with the basket and gathering corn
cobs for supper.

The flight is the poetic part, the ex-
citing miracle of quiet Nlight. Al says he
feels like superman flying through the
air.

“He feels ballooning is mere practical
than plane flight. He says it uses mere
common sense and s more simpiistic.
A balloonist necds to know air currents
and weather patterns, being able to
manoeeuvee the balloon through still air
or hot therms (wacm air peckets which
send the balleon rockeling skyward

only lo come down even faster).

It's also a relatively inexpensive
spori compared with others requiring a
vehicle. An economy meodel balleon can
be had for as little as $6.000.

Al's own balloon will be delivered in a
few days, having been m::dr: in the
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Ontario

ASSISTED HOUSING

SURVEY

— FAMILY HOUSING
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States by the Raven Balloon Company.
Al also is considering becoming a bal-
Ioon dealer for the Raven company.

Ballooning is much less dangerous
{han supposed, according to our expert.
Any fatalities resulting from balloaning
tonly one or lwo on the continent lost
year) are usuaily because of entangle-
ment with hydro wires. Wires are the
biggest dapger to any balloonist, Al
says, and visual alertness is o must at
af! times.

With increasing leisure time and
people exploring diverse ways to spend
it, Ballooning may be the next “in”
sport.

in the meantime, don't be surprised if
you should lock up one day and find a
man in a balloon asking permission o

Jand in your garden—it's only your
neighbor, Al Russell.
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inslde a hundred fool balloon, Glonie wile of balloonist Al Russell,
and children Toby, 5 and Wendy, 7, walch as air slawly {llis the

NATIONAL EFFORT

"“A national effart to
conserve energy is so
compelling thal every
North American should

Acton Pet -
Food
and Supplies

parachute-llke sport balloon.

3to6

join the effort.” —Senalor
Charles H. Percy, April
1977
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Stanstead College
Student interviews & testing

1979-80 scheo! year

On Wednesday, April 18th, the Headmaster of
Stanstead College will be avaidable at

The Inn On The Park, corner of Leslie and
Eglintan East. from 2 .00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.,
for interviews and testing of studem applicants
for the 1979-80 school year.

L]

Stanstead Cotlege, a 106 year old private
co-educational school in the Eastern
Townships of Quebec, is open to qualified girls
and boys in grades 7 through 12, (equivalent
grades 8 through 13 in Ontario).

Fult infermation plus a visual slide presentation
on the College and its comprehensive facHities
will be available at the hotel,

Far further information and an appointment
with the Headmaster, write or telephone
collect:
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. \'-f/*‘ Stanstead College

51:‘"151{!{“.1. Quelbiwe JOB 3EQ
Jeremy M Riley. Headmaster

(819} 876.2702
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The Ontario Ministry of Housing with
the Support of your Council wishes to
determine the need for family housing
to be located in Milton.

A

Your response will assist the Ministry in
deciding whether the proposed 21 unit
town-house project is feasible for a site
presently owned by the Mtnlstw unl
Braonte Straet in Milton.

The demand for rent-geared-to-income
accommodation can only be deter-
mined if you respond. Interested
families should file an application with
the local housing authority by May 1,
1979,

sz

APPLICATIONS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
ARE AVAILABLE FROM THE MUNICIPAL CLERKS
OFFICE IN MILTON AND HALTON HILLS AND FROM:

Housing Managar

Haliton Housing Authority
2262 Lakeshore Road West
Oakville, Ontarlo

Telephone No. 884-4261
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