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All around the world this weekend, Christinns will be celebraling Easter, the Jews sure the day goes off without » hltch. Back row, Bob Hart and Barry Buchanan,
and iront rew, Dorothy Simmons and Arlene Bruce rerdy for the service,
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celebrating Passover. Special church services will be taking place Sunday, and
this week, Acton Triuity United church cholr members held o practice to make
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Taxes up $74
average home

Acton taxpayers will be

[orking over an ad-
ditional $14 or approx-
imately 12,5 per cent for
Hrip if the reglonal budget
is approved luday (Wed-
hesday).
* This hike brings the
average 1ax bill, on a
hume asseased at $4408,
tv $657 ns compared with
$582 lnst year. All figures
are rounded off. !

In spite of & major in-
crease at ibe regional
tevel, the Halton Board of
Educalion is still taking
the largest chunk oul of
laxpayers’ wallets, osk-
ing fur $321, This is an in-
crease of $23 from 1978.

Acton is getting “'by far
the biggest 1ax increase’”
i Halton al the regional
level, accerding to
reginnal treasurer Don
Farmer.

Mr. Farmer explained
1o Fhe Actun Free Pross
that the general purpose
budgel for the town, will
be gelling an increase of
$10 or 17 per cent. This
sels the figure at $69 in
1978, and §59 in 1978.

The sewers’ hudges,
however, he said, 18 ro-
ceiving the brunt of the
increase, with a 81 per
cent hike, Taxpayers will
now he paying $58 for the
service, compared with
530 last year. He pointed
vut the recent expansion
of the sewage treatment
plant is the major reason
fur such a large increase,

The combined total the
region is asking for is
$127, ur ppproximately 40
per cent. The average
{throughout the region the

Mot
area

Schools were closed,
and many businesses

short-staffed Fridoy as

winter had what many
hoped was its last hur-
rah, when 60 mile an hour
winds coupled with o
heavy snowlall made
driving tmpossible.

The siorm  continued
Sunday and Monday,
dumping ¢ven more snow
an the area.

High wind forecast for
Wednesday were lo be
accempanied by rain, In-
stead, surprised com-
mters found themselves
in the middle of a night-
mare. The heavy slushy
snow siuck fast on the
roads, ;resulting in slick
conditions. Roads tn town
were almost impassable.

treasurer nled, 15 six
per cent.

Halten [ills fathers
managed 1o keep their
rotal ingcrease down (0 5ix
per cent, thanks to a
stabilization of the urban
services portlun of the
hudget. Town (reasurer
Ray King explained this
porlion, which is made up
of garbage  pick-up.

sireet

lighting, and
schoul ¢rossing guards
stayed |he same at 327,
The general purpose bud-
getl increased £13 un the
average heme,-up to $181
feem §168.

Those with n home asa-
essed at mure than $4498
can expeci to pay more
for laxes, and those with
n lesser assessmen! can

expect tu pay less.
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The unusual April weather made travelling In the downtown arca almost Im-
possible Friday morning. The 60 mile an hour winds accompanied by the heavy
snowiall caused much havoe,

Centre denied full grant

Peter Marks has falled
in his bid 10 gel the Acton
Community Services
Centre {he full grant they
requested from the town
of Haltun Hills,

The centre had nsked

council for a grant of
$5940 hut when the budget
was [inally passed, the
found they recelved some
$1900 less 1han requested.

Mr. Marks, a former
ceuncillor, appeared be-
fure genecal comimiltee
Mundsy evening and told
the members the cut
could have serious re-
percussions on  the
cenlre, [ could, he said,
mean having the ofiice
epen only four days o
week if the co-ordinalor
was willing 1o toke a 20
per cent cul jn salory.
This would also alfect the
Meals on Wheels pro-
gram, which would also
have tu be cut.

Mr. Marks pointed out
last year alone, almaosi
800 pecple took ad-

vantage of the cenlre,
whether through legal
aid, health unil, Mezls on
Wheels, etc. Over 32X
meals were delivered to
elderly people as well. He
noted the meals helped
senjur people stay ol
home and prelongs their
moving to a senlor citizen
residence. '

'The represeniative told
committee the centre had
sel their budget by.ex-
pecting 30 per cent from
the lown, 30 per cent
from the region, 15 per
cen! [rom donalion of
{own residents and the
remaining coming frem
uiher seurces.

"The loss of 15 per
cent of the budget," Mr,
Marks stated, “is cril-
ical.”

Mr. Marks polnied cul
if the various levels of
government decided to
help vut in Acton by hay-
ing full centres for Lhe
services uoffered by the
centre, I would cost a ol

muce than whal they are
asking.

There are 12 agencies
using the centre, Mr.
Marks said, and il the
money is cut back, the
roomy {ime avaitable for
them will be cu! back.

Couneillor Mike Arm-
strong suggested Mr.
Marks take 1he matter to
the region, which gave
them the full amount of
muney requested. Al the
level, the councitlor said,
he would support the
group. Councillar Roy
Booth agreed with Mr,
Armsirong bul peinied
oul a few weeks ago in
council the group had
agreed lo send any re-
quesis for grants per-
Inining v reglon groups,
1o the regional council.
Chairman Ross Knechtel
pointed out that is to
commence in 1880,

Cuouncillor Russ Miller
recalled the group had
vriginally planned to be
supported by service

groups in town once 1hey
go! on their feel and had
planned to phase out the
council.

Mr. Marks admilled
this wag correct but alsu
pointed vul small town
service groups are called
un a lot by everyone in
town and that mosi had
given substantially ol
ready.

“I'm ashamed to sil
here and listen to this
council irying to maoke it
hard fur the group {odoa
jub for the community,"
blasted Councillor Ed
Wood. “If Acton had a
futt lime health care and
ulher units, il would costs
a [ot more money and
{his group would not be
needed,” he continued.
“This group is really
worthwhile. You could
sel up &n organization
like this for len times Lthe
amount requested.”

Councillor Marilyn
Serjeantson told com-
mittee she was willing Lo

er Nature wallops
with snow, wind

Highway 7 saw com-
mulers crawling along at
less than 20 tniles an
hour, as visibilily was
poor, winds pushed cars
sideways, and roads
were  slippery.  Silver
Creek hill was littered
with vehicles unable to
make the steep incline.
Cars were backed up
[rom the top of the hill to
east of Park Toyola.
Those whose cars would

‘have made the hill did not

have ihe chance os (rafl-
fic was bumper to bum-
per at o standstill.

The storm contintied en
inlo the night, but by
morning, area residents
thoughl the worsl was
over and Spring mus! ot
last be here.

Highway 7 Thursday
murnlng was slrewn with
abandoned cars, es-
pecially on the Silver
Creek hill, and vehicles
which had slid into the
ditches. Owners lrudged
onward (o claim their
property, and to dig
themselves oul,

Thursday evening, the
area was hit with a heavy
downpour of rain. By
morning,  the re-

-.clpitation had t to

snow, compounded by 60
mile an bhour winds.
Roads were {cy, .ond
snow covered. Schoola
were closed before the
day even began, and
many businesses found
themselves short-stafied.

Hydro and cable lele

vigion wires were downed

by the strong winds and -

crews worked furiously
10 restore services.
Police advised against
driving on Highway 7
causing many (o miss
work,

In Georgelown, High-

© way 7 was littered with

glass, hydro wires and tin
sheds as the. winds blew
out signs, downed wires
and tore apart sheds sit-
ting outside Beaver Lum-
ber., Motorisis got stuck
In the deep snow as they
drove along,

By afternoon, the snow
subslded, but the high
winds persisted. Some
driving was possible.

Saturday, the highwoy

was once agsin Jlttered

with vehicles In ditches.
However, the sun was
shining and the roads
were dry.

A snowfall Sunday con-
{ilnued into the night,
ladening the roads with
heavy snow once again.
Works crews were out all
night plowing and sand-
ing, but by morning,
rodds were once . again
treacherous. :

Schools - were open
Monday, but buses were
nol running in the rural
areas. By the time of
wriling (Monday), some
eigh! inches of snow had
been dumped on the aren
since Wednesday, and it
was sill coming down.

support 1the cenlre by
giving lthem the same

- gram! lhey-got last year

Councillor Harry Levy
puinted out there were 30
requesls for grants tot-
alling $31,000, of which
enly 12 were approved
and seven of these 12
received cuts.

All committee mem.
bers agreed the centre
was doing a good jub at
providing services for the
residents of Acton.

Mr. Wood claimed
there wus money left in
the grant budgel oul of
which the $1800 could
come. Mr. Marks said
there is a $50,000 contin-
uency {und for wun-
forescen ilems, and noted
this money was vilal
enuugh to come out of il.
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AL least some children enjoyed
Pupils from Robert Liltle and $t. Joseph's schools [rolic in the
white stuff Thursday following the first of three late winler blasts.

Hydro out 37 hours
iInRockwoodhomes

by Barb Wynneck

Rockwond's  Gzowski
St. was the first (o lose
power at 1:30 a.m. Fri-
day, and the last to re-
gain service al 2:30 p.m,
Salurday after Friday's
howling spring  snow
storm.

An uprooted Main St
N. tree broughlt down
hydre lines causing the
service disruption.

Most Rockwood homes
cxperienced hydro fai-
lure from 7 a.m. (o 3 p.m.
Friday. Sub siations ai
Aherloyle, Everton and
Ruckwood were affected
by trouble un the main
line frem Fergus, says
Ruckwood Hydro Secre-
tary Martin Adema.

Falling lrees, broken
hydro poles and wires
hanging together caused
puwer problems in all of
Erumosa, Erin and
Naossagaweya townships,

Hydru,

Rockwood Hardware
Sture staff Tim and San-
dv Kingsbury snowmo-
biled 10 work in the swirl
ing snow and reporied o
booming  business—the
best sales doy they had

all week, according to
owner Walter Mitchell,
Camp stoves,
fuel, sternv, candles and
lamp oil were hot sellers.

Ke's, Grecery Stoere
also reported o steady
cislomer line.

stuves
propane  throughout the doy. “It's

i{esidents stoked wood
and fireplaces

lhe must I've used that
wood steve in 20 years,
the kitchen temperature.
was B2 degrees F,' ex-
plaoined une local lady.

Urbanites to host polls

There will be 274 polls
in Halton riding for the
1979 federal eleetion to be
held hMay 22,

The polls generally are
numbered east lto west
and south to north.
Hence, the afflluent east
Oakville section is
numbered one and Acton
Is numbered 274,

There are 179 polls in
urban Oakville, 142 of
which are south of the
QEW. Poils 143 to 179 are

vision.

Polls 180 to 1841 are in
rural Oakville north of
Upper Middle Road.

Polls 185 to 189 are in
rural Milton (\Ward One).

Polls 190 to 236 are in
urban Milten (more on
them later).

Nassagawoeya will have
polls 237 Lo 246.

Rural Halton Hills will
have polls 247 lo 256,
while Acton has polls 257
to 274.

divided into four quad-
rants using Ontarlio and
Main streels as bound-

aries,

The Timberlea quad-
rant is poll 190. Halton
Manor and the Childa Dr,
area have polls 205 to 208,

The southwest quad-
rant has pells 191 to 204,

The Dorsel Park quad-
rant has palls 209 to 215
and 222 to 213,

The northwest guad-
rant has polls 218 {o 221

according Lo

Ontario

tn the Falgarwooed subdi-

Urban Milten can be and pells 234 and 235,

Mystery caller tips Doss
about Superior union

by Eric Elstone

The first bint of union organizing activity within
Superior Glove Works Lid. came {o management
the day before a union meeting late in January,

A telephone call from a young unidentified man
speaking with an cducated voice tipped man-
agement January 30. The caller also fingered one of
the company supervisors as the organizer,

That telephone calt to Wilma Geng, wife of Super-
ior Glove part owner Frank Geng, triggered off o
series of events which led to the Ontario Lobor Rela-
tions Board hearing which started last weck in
Totanto, testimony revealed. ' '

Mr. Geng is the first and so far only witness,
called concerning a complaint laid against the
company by the Canadian Union of United Brewery,
Flour, Cereal, Soft Drink and Distillery Workers.
The union alleges about 12 workers wore laid off
because of the unionizing activities,

Supertor Glove management contends the lay-offs
are a result of business reasons, Also Mr. Geng told
the board his decision to lay off some workers was
made before he knew ahout the union in his plant.

About an hour after word of union activities
rezched Mr. Geng, he said he had confirmation of
the report within the company. He had already
calied in department heads and al=o confronted
supervisor Vi Weaver with the allegation Tuesday.,

“She was.very concerned fhat someone was trying .

to blackmail her, a floor lady in the plant,' Mr,
Geng said on the stand, He continued by saying the
notion occurred to him that the telephone caller
wanted him Lo fire the supervisor,

Mr. Geng revealed he talked 1o hetween 10 and 15
employees Tuesday aflernoon in efforts 1o discover
more about the unlon. He also said he had someone
ask for advice from the Canadian Manufacturers
Asscciation (CMA).

Union lawyer John McNamee questioned bir.
Geng closely regarding the CMA and other details
of events following the anonymous call.

The union is setting out to show how management
altegedly interfered with the formation of the union
at Superior Glove. Canadian Brewers wants all the
employvees who were laid off 1o be reinstiated.

Testimony reveals that seon after word of the
union's work broke to management., Mr. Geng
started preparing o list of suspected union sym-
pathizers within the company. That list of names
ended up in the garbage. The board was presente
with ot reconstructed list. '

No ene listed by the company s a suspected union
sympathizer was named as a grievor, someone who
Jost his job, on the union’s behalf.

Mr. Geng indicated the task of preparing a iist of
suspected union sympathizers was easy for him. He
also indicated he received help from an anti-union
group within Superior Glove. Members of the group
colled him.

‘Union lawyer McNamee deseribed the list of
suspects as a score card which would help Mr, Geng
determine who was in favor of the union and who
was in favor of kecping the management-worker
arrangements the way they were,

"-I:: o

Included in the snow jumplng were Sean De Rouese, Kelly Higgins,

Mr. Gepg said he could do nothing against the
peeple whose names appeared on the list.

The interviews Mr. Geng carried out that
Tucsday afternoon and later in the week appear
from testimeny to have invelved himsell and the
subject employee, Some of the mectings {ook place

_ inhis office, others in the plant,

The union contends the office interviews were
behind o locked door, Mr. Geng says the employee
could leave at will because the lock would not
prevent’somenne walking oul,

Rita Morgan, ene of the employees Mr. Geng said
he talked to aboul union activities, told him “*a union
would be a gocd thing," *There were some
discrepancies, in her opinion, aboul payments

- made.” Mr. Geng said to the hearing board.

The Morgan interview also featured a common
vlement with most of the other interviews those
days, according to Mr. Geng. He talked to em-
ployees about the cornpany's ecopomic situation.

Details of the company’s ecanomic situalion have
heen given 1o the labor board in private,

‘The union contends management used these talks
plus mentions of a list of union sympathizers, ag o
way of frighteningt workers away from the union,

.The purposc of Mr, Geng'n interview with am-
ployece Dianc Cripps was ''to spread malicious
gossip about Mrs. (Inge) Niestroy.'" Mrs. Niestroy
is anether employee who has through the hearings
sat on {he union side of the room opposite Mr. Geng.

Mr. Geng told the buard he was only trying to
discredit Mrs. Niestroy in Mrs. Cripps’ eyes.,

In a previous interview with Mrs. Niestroy, Mr.
Geng said he did not think she was a unlon member,
He indicated to the board that saving he trusted her
was of some relief Lo her,

A visil by the safely.inspector to Superior Glove,
nol long wfler the revelation of unlon work, con-
firmed to Mr. Geng thal “something was wrong'”,
pr, Geng said the inspector, who normally siays no
longer than two hours, went through the plant from
morning until guitting time,

As another example ol management's handling of
the nnion affair, unton lawyer McNamee introduced
i letter from the company to employees. The letter,
dated February 13, was interpreted differently by
the lawyers. |

Mr. dMcNamee said the letter draws a link bel-
ween the union and layoffs, while the company's
lawyer, William Phelps, said {hat In context, a
previous paragraph linked the union with job
sccurily.

Mr. Geng said the purpose of the leiter was to
make employees think before joining the union.

Early in the hearing the board learned from the
company it would prefer not to have a union,

Under provincial legislation a boss cannot in-
terfere with the formation of atrade union,

The board sat Tuesday and a half day Wednesday
to hear the Superior Glove's case. Friday's hearing
wns postponed because starmy weather prevented
some cf the participants from attending the Toronto
meeting. The hearing is not expected to resume this
week., '

siarly McAfee, Richard Ward, Allan Boyle, Kevia Jackson, Jason
Bowers, Mike Helanger, Jason O'Nelll, Heather
MeMillan.,

Cheyue and Pau)
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