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Halton Hills council has been

expecting members of the Save
the Town Hall committee to ap-

. pear before them since the end of
- December so some policy can be

worked out mutually acceptable

to both, However, council’s ex- -

pectations have never been
realized and they are in the dark

- about the committee's intentions

for Acton’s old town hall.

A Toronto daily newspaper ran
a slory Monday night declaring
council was going to decide that
night whether to tear the historic
building down or go for a facelift.
However, the general committee
of council merely filed away the
estimates for tearing the building
down.

The future of the building is still
undecided. -

The committee told council it
has raised about $10,000 towards
restoration of the century-old edi-

 Great expectations

fice with an appeal for funds be-
fore Christmas of last year. But
the impetus for the drive seems to
have stalled, primarily we sus-
pect until citizens know what Hal-
ton Hills intends to do with the
building—tear it down or refur-
bish it for posterity.

We have gone on record in these
columns for some time as sup-
porting the committee's in-
tentions to save the building, one
of the few remaining 19th century

buildings of its type in Ontario. It

is not an architectural master-
piece but it does portray a page

from Acton's past. It would be a

shame if it too went under the
wrecker's hamnmer.

Perhaps if council and the

committee got together soon they
could iron out the problems to the
satisfaction of both. Then we
could all know what’s in the future
for the building.

Bennett monitoring malls

An announcement that the government
will monitar any indiscriminate develop-
ment of shopping malls to prelect the core
areas of Ontario munlcipalities brought a
number of queries regarding OMB-
approved developments in several-areas of
the province.

But Housing Minister Cloude Bennett
made it ¢lear that his announcement at
Downtown Forum ‘78 did not mean to
imply that the province was prohibiting
shopping malls.

“There are, for example, downtowns
restricted by tepographic situations where
the development of a shopping mall would
be of benefit to the community because the
downtown cannol expand," he said;

However, the minister noted, **We &l
realize  clearly that  indiseriminate

development by adjacent municipalitics
can serjously hurt those who are involved
in downtown redevelopment programs and
sound planning practices.”

Heaald the policy of monitering is aimed
al cases where malls are plunked down in
nearby rural areas to feed on urban com-
munities, thereby adversely aflecting
existing core commerclal operations. _

“Where a municipality wanls to have
malls outside its core we would not be con-
cerned. Where municipalities object to
parasite malls springing up on their out-
skirts and threatening downtown cores—
parlicularly those where the province is
involved with its main street and core sup-
port programs—we sStep, in with our

powers under the Planning Act.”"—

Housing Onlario,

Lon't know how Ma Bell can do it but
hke Mayor Poter Pomeroy we think
Halton Hills should be in one telephone
bovk. It's a ridleulous situation now
where Acton people must have o
‘Halton-Peel  directory  to  dial
Georgetown and  vise versa. for
Georgetown to Actor with a Walerloo
directory. Listings should be in both
buoks. But den't blame Bell. The comp-
any didn't institute regional govern-
ment or preside vver the Acton-George-
lown-Esquesing marriage,

+ + o+

Don’t think vandaliam is serious in
Acton? Free Press stalf hurried out to
fake a picture of broken display case
glassenc dony and were asked to appear
agoin where the plexiglass replace-
ment received the same treatment.
Plain,” ornery meanness. Anaother
resident reported 40 gallons of gas
stolen—and his truck battery. It's time
for the crackdown pollce promise in
Halton Hills and for people to get in-
volved,

+ 4+ o+

“The most patient men you'll ever
sec are the ones who gel paid by the
hour.” Richard J. Needham.

+ + 4+

Unlike Acton where Halton Hills
cauncil is opposed to a shopping plaza
in the e¢ast end, the council of
Collingwood is committed to supporting
a proposed mall on the Gateway Plaza
in the town’s wesl end although three
uther developers are eyeing the
downtown as the location for enclused
shopping malls. Gateway developer?
Jerry Sprackman, the same man

to build in Actan. Drsionation of the
Gateway Plaza location was done by
the *77-98 council and the present
council feels they must uphold the
decision. Meanwhile, Collingwood
resident Joe Perna has appealed to the

Notes and quotes:

~

p—

detrimental to thal business and all
businesses in the area. Two towns, two
different stances for one developer.

+  + o+

We go alenp with Halton Hills Library
Board's decision to ipstall a handrait on
the bridge approach to Acton Library.
[t can be slippery there in the winter
and pedestrians need all the help they
can get. :
+ + e

Acion 4-H Club recently honored Nino
Braida for his many years of work wilh
the elub and it's richiy deserved. Mr.
Braida has been a stalwart of the elub
and supperter of agricultural pursuils
in this area and his volee is well known
as announcer in the canitle ring at Acton -
Fall Fair. We add our bouguet to the
many others.

+ o+ +

Quote from Hob Parcker, Tory
member (or Eglinton, former Acton
resident:  “The Trudeau Liberal
government has been as organized as a
kitten with diarrhea.™

+ + +

“Like your job?" nsks the Strathroy
Age Dispateh.

“We are reminded of two waitresses
we happen lo know, One wallress has a
very interesting job. She frequently
gets to meet civie officials, captains of
industry, and all manner of other in-
teresting people. The other slings hash,
is continuously hassled by crobby
cuslomers, and wishes she could find
something else. They both work at the
same restaurant." )

building in Georgetown and proposing ( ‘FGU!'fh EState _
Education price tag is cheap, writer says

by Erlc Elstone

.................................
............................................................

Issues

10 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, March 18, 1069

Province psking them to overrule the
council decision. Just the reverse of
Aclon, .

than a dellar per day while anjoving the
use of the purchase?

Well (or one thing, your child's educalion
in 8n Acton scheol this year. Figures so lar
show the education tax bill will be $321—
far less then 365—on a home assessed at
$4,498, Some {olks will, of course, pay more
and others less.

The increase to last year's education
price tag amounts to about $23, or slightly
pressures for plazas don't go away and less than three 24-bottle cases of beer.
downlown must revitalize and stay up That's cheap, bul won'l stay that way for
to date if it is to attract shoppers. long.

Haolton Hills planning board says the Educatlon is cheap, n relation to luxury
Acton plaza propossl is "premature.’ items, because Halton's Board of Educ-
In Collingwood the planning board ation finance committee did its job well
favors a mall al Gateway although the and because ol increased funding fraom the
management of Blue Mountsin Potlery rest of Ontario. However, as the education
Qﬂs lhe development will be budgel nears the 100 million mark, some

- _/  budgel assumptions will be in for exam-

+ 4+ 4+

Archilect Lloyd Sankey lold Acton
Business Improvement Area members
recently, that Collingwood saved its
downlown by persuading o large food
store and a Wouolco to locale there in-
stead of in a peripheral plaza Iocation.
Collingwood’'s  experience  proves

What can you buy on instalment {or less
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Citizens of the years
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Brampton Atoms emerged as Legion
League champions (ollowing a 3-1 viclory
over Weston. Scoring were Scoll Malgolm
and Don Brown and Bruce McPhail for
Weston,

The dredging project at Fairy Lake will
be completed soon.

The Bank of Nova Scotia will be allowed
ta expand, following a public henring.
Neighbors had no ubjections.  Aclon
council was not satisfied slnee zoning
bylaws were disregarded. The first Eden
Mils Scout, Cub and Venturer Father and
Son banguet was held in the community
hall. Jack Bould, a Scouter with many
years service with Eden bMills troops rec-
gived a gift. Trav Clifford kept the pro-
gram moving.

Free Press Youth Bowling Counetl
columnist Jackie Palmer was selected as
the Canadian press secretary of the year.
Fred Sgambali made the presentation of
the award tn Hamillon.

Last mecting or not? High school board
members weren't cerlain. While the
counly board’s intention had been to phase
thein out at the end of April, they had rec-
eived no further word. Fred Sall, the se¢-
retary-treasurer, will check out thejr
future, Present ol the meeting that may be
the last were c¢hairman Duncan Mofiad,
members Kerwin McPhail and Chester
Anderson, Mr. Salt and principal Ted
Hansen.

20 years ago

Taen fram the [ssue of the Free Press
of Thursday, March 28, 1958

Bruce Andrews, Acton high school stud
ent .and member of the Guelph Legion
Track Club, placed second in the Canadian
Championship half mile trock event at
Hamullon, against 38 runners. Officials
(rom the United States praised the young
athlate.

Five former Avro engineers and
technicians are hard at work in
Georgetown producing working drawing
for a two-seater gyro plane which, if
successiul, cotdd be the f{uture mass
transportation medium of the world,
Calling their firm Avion Indusiries they
have been encouraged by a group of
Greorgelown businessmen.

Erid Page's lads won the championship
in the Legion dart leagtie. Doubles were
won by Jack Earle and Hank Coyle.

Acton Junior Farmers presented
“Bobby Pulls Up her Socks™ in the drama
festival. In the cast are Joy Hoyward,
Gearge Hobinson, Pat Hilehon, James
McDonald, Neil Moffat and Marg Early.
Director is Bertha Watson, :

The Keep Fit series presented on tel
cvision by Mrs. Robert Buckner's class
concluded on Wednesday. The group 'will
miss Mrs. White and Mrs. Stancliffe who
are moving to California. '

Peter Wolle and Robert Parker bepan
their Easter vacations from St. Androw’s
College last week.
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50 years ago

Taken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday. March 24, 1929 _
The two-day Boy Scout conference in our
district was held in Acton. The **Bulldogs™
are to be congratulated, especially Palrol
Leaders William Wilson and Arthur
Lawson, Every delegale envied the local
troop on ils club rooms, donated by the
Beardmore Co. Bulldogs are Mac Stewarl,
Bing Ramsden, Ernest Broughton, Stuart
Lantz, Jim MeGeachie, Jack MeGeachie,
Carney Byrne, Bert Hinlon, George Tyler,
Gordon Hansen, Murray Smith. Cub-
master 13 A. Mills and Scoutmaster W.G.
Mason. :
The latest addition to the car agencies in
Acton has been secured by Dr, H.A. Coxe.
He secured the agency for the Desoto Six

George Musselle 1967 Charlle Thomson 1969

ination. :

For sure wages will be a contentious
paint. Nearly three-quarters of the budget
is made up of teacher and other staff pay.
Perhaps one area to take under consid-
cration—by  both  sides in  the
negotiations—is the gap that is growing
hetween the highest paid and the least paid
leachers. Il the most experienced and
highest paid teachers did not get quite so
much, and the newer teachers a bit more,
there could be some saving by not
redistributing the enlire difference.

The ather major ¢ ost cutting arca would
be services, Busing in some greas is run
under assumnptions made years ago. There
are traditienal bus routes. With its own
busing policy, (ialton does not have one)
the board could test these roules to deter-
mine if they indeed continue to serve their
purpose well.

Building insulation is one item which the

and the first model has been placed on
exhibition.

'Hindley Bros. of Lanker Sask brought a
carload of horses here. Roy Hindley -
wielded the hammer and the horses were
cold at an average of $150 each,

There are now 331 telephones en the
Acton exchange, made up as follows:
business 106, residence 107 and rural 118

The hoprd's [inance committee has

Halton board is lvoking at with an eye to

saving dollars. Oakville Separate School
trustee Len Auger has almost single-
handely pushed for a study of school build-
ings. A few of them are suspected of losing
costly heat, which could be trapped.

On the revenue side, Halton appears to
be helding its own. The $23 hike here 15 not
{oo bad at all, And theugh the percentage
of the budget paid for by Lhe province is
slightly less this year, than before, there
are in fact, more dollars and cenls coming
intp Halton.

The Halton Board adopted a reasonable
positivn with relation to the Provincial
Ministry of Education's push for beards to
take on new and expensive respon-
sibillties. Halten is resisting the province's
demands for mondatory class sizes for

emolionally disturbed and other children.

Those demands, say Hallon's Board,

should he matched by Provincial dollars.

pretty well finely tuned this $%-million
budget. Keeping its size within the
capability of local taxpayers to manage Is
going to take restructuring: taking the
hudget npart then pulting it back logether
in different ways to delermine if it works
ns well or betier. That restructuring will
include testing of each pari and the
assumption that included it in the budget.

| etters

welcome

100 years ago

100 Years ago
Taken [roem Lhe Jsaue of the Free Press
of Thursday April 10, 1879

Muskrats are beginnlng lo show them-
selves on Nicklin's Pond. Lots of sporl for
the boys now.

Mr. John Murray of Nassagaweya
handed up a goose egg which weights 12
ounces, measuring 11% inches by 9% in-
ches. If anyone else thinks they have
larger eggs lat us sce them.

The walking craze has reached Acton
and troops-of young men may be seen
“getting down to It every evening making
big distance in little time. It is also noticed
that these evenlngs when the moonlight is
beautiful young ladies join the ranks.

Christie, Henderson and Co. take pleas-
wre in intimating their spring stock of
Millinery is coming to hand.



