overdose

Halton students.

Police report following a break
and enter at Acton Pharmacy in
the early morning hours of

Thursday, eight Acton juveniles
taken

were

to

The

value of

18 North

Georgetown

16 suffer overdose following Acton drug theft

By Linda Kirby
Halton Regional Police are
linking a recent theft of an
estimated $200
prescription drugs with a drug
involving

District Hospital suffering drug
effects that evening.
“We suspect the drugs involved
were the same pills taken from
the drug store,’’ said Sergeant
Keith Robertson, head of
Halton Regional Police eriminal
investigations
Georgelown.
The following morning a school
bus load of Acton and Milton
students (ravelling to General

branch

Brock High School, arrived with  Georgetown District Hospital and  pending investigation. culation include an estimated
10 studpnts sick, _ Joseph Brant Hospital have been Aninvestigation is underway by 2,000 capsules of Serax.
Burlington police stated they released, police said. Halton Regional Police detectiyes Sergeant Robertson described

suspect the high school students
received pills taken from the
pharmacy break.

Police are withholding the
names of those students who
suffered drug effects, owing to the

and Milton and Burlington Police
youth bureaus to determine how
the pills made their way into the

the pill as similar to Valium and
possibly fatal, if taken in any

the quantity or with alcohol,

: “When the bus arrived at factthey were;u?emles hands of the students. Other stolen drugs includ
tn  school, some were violently sick Two Acton juveniles have heen According to Sergeant Tussionex, Hycon aid ;1 .cnugeg
and approximately 10 were taken  charged intheincident, according Robertson, police have not syrup remedy with codeine,

to hospital,” said a Burlington
police spokesman,
All students

to Milton police youth officer Bill
Riddle.

He said further charges are

recovered all drugs taken in the
pharmacy theft.

Drugs believed still

Police have charged two Acton
people with the break-in at Acton

to Pharmacy.

taken in. eir-

Drug
charge
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Region joins town
In ‘losing’ venture

By Hod Lamb
Halton will support
Halton Hills.

The malter of consent
is launching an appeal.

The oppeal Is with re-
gard to the Ontario
l‘r‘.luntca,pal Board allow-
ing Ontarie Hydro to ex-
tend a power corridor
- through Halton Hills to

Milten.

Halton approved the
appeal, despite advice it
would lose,

Councillors were told
last week the region has
more than a 10 per cent
chance of winning the
appeal.

The opinion was ex-
, preseed by a representa-

tive of the region’s legal
department.

Councll was inflormed
appesls from OMB deci-
slons are -not belng ap-
proved by the prﬂvlncml
government.

Justice has little to do
wilh appeals. The com-
ment was made by Cak-
ville Mayor Harry Bar-
rett.

He was one of a
number of councillors
who spoke.

Halton Hills Mayor
Peter Pomeroy favored
the appeal.

He said the town had
agreed lo appeal.

The man in the street
ghould be backed, he
~ sald.

“1think thereis a place
for the small person.’”’

Mayor Pomeroy sald
the town believed a big
corporation shouldn’t be
allowed (o throw its
welght around.

Mtiiton Mayor Don Gor-
don said he was susple-
ious of hydro's intentions,

He said most of the
power system is already
in place, Only the section
in Hallen HIlls remained
fo be settled.

‘Thus, to appeal is a lost
causze, he said.

Not every counclilor
from Halton Hills was |n
favor of appealing.

Roy Bouoth was op-
posed.

He sald he fought the
appeal at town council.
HF:: lost.

He sald he was fighting
it at regional council.
Again, as evenls proved,
he lost.

He said Hydro had al-
ready bullt the towers in
the corridor.

They are not golng to
be torn down.

He =aid the decision to

ut the corridor through

as already been made
and to appeal is useless.

Halton Hills has spent
between $6,000 ond $7,000
fighting the corridor.

Mr. Booth said it is
going to cost another
$6.000 - $7,000 to launch
an appeal.

“It's a losing czse,” he
soid.

“Why should we throw
more money down (Lhe
drain?"

Bonnie Brown of Oak-

Residents of 200
Churchill Rd. S., re
ceived g rather rude
awakening carly Manday
morning when fire broke
nut on the fourth floor of
(heir apariment building.

Fire chiel Mick Holmes
said the fire was confined
lo & clothes basket in a
closct of the apartment of
Robert Boannerman. He

Lot levies up
4.1 per cent

Lot levies will be in-
creased 4.1 per cont
retroactive to January, if
cauncil goes along with o
recommendation  made
by Halton Hills general

commiltee, Monday
night.

The l¢ levies are tied
lo inercases in the

Southam  Construction
index, and go up acecord-
ingly.

The lot levy on a single
family house will now
increase $00, lrom $1,452
to $1,512. A fourplex levy
is up %63, from $1,527 o
$1,5%0 and each apart-
ment unit of three sloreys

or less now pays a [ol
levy of $1,19% up frem
$1,148,

High density apart-
ment of more than three
stories will pay $1,076 per
unii. up from $1,033.

A graph, included in
the report to council, of

the Southam Cu n-
struction c¢ost  index,
shows materials rose.

from an index of 209.2 to
20.1 from January of
1978 to January of 1979,
During the same period
wiges rose from 192.2 to
197.6 making lhe com-
posite index for conslruc-
tion costs up fram 200.6 o
209 by the middle of
January this year.

lnside_
this week

vile favored the appeal.

'"We should conlinue lo
suppart,” she said,

“Just because  your
team is losing is no
reason 1o withdraw the
team."

She said she felt the
Ontario government has
no control over Ontario

Hydruo.
McLean Anderson,
Qakville, opposed the
appeal.

He said council is “rid-
ing a rocking horse'.
He said the previous

Apartment blaze

explained a rag, which
had bween covered in
cleaning  flulid  caused
combustion, causing the
clothes in the basket to
smoulder,

Nuane was home at the
lime of the t a.m. in-
eident, Mr. Holmes said,
and i. was discovered
upan ihe residents re
furn. He said there was

. the building ond used

An Aclon man was one
of three commitled to
trial on a drug trafficking
charge after a two-day
preliminary hearing at
Brampton Provincial
Court March 6.

No dale has been set
(or the triai, on & charge
of trafficking four ocunces
of cocaine, for Geoffrey
E:arl Duboig, 33, Acton:
Norman William Hunt,
38, Belwood; and John
Robin Swackhammer, 28,
of Cheltenham, accord-

council was "sucked' in
to fighting the corridor.
Now that the OMB has
ruled, it is “time to get
off the roeking horse
Mayor Pomeroy said

the Ontario government ing tﬂFREEIM}f lfllirug squad
e e e Cpr:tr rDubu?s Enrmil Mr

over its face™’,
"“This route is
wrong location."
He said the provincial
government doesn’t care,
but the town does. So

Hunt also appeared last
Thursday at Burlington
Frovincial Court to sct a
date for o prellminary
hearing on charges of

the

should the region. conspiracy fo import
The motion carried. cocaine, conspracy Lo
traffic  cocaine and

conspiracy to traffic in
speed, according to the
RCMP.

The three men and {our
others were arrested by
RCMP, provincial and
Pee] police following =
four-month undercover
. | }  investigation, The
v 4 . _‘.;. arrests were made in

Z P Al S R W e e PO el December.
right, were on hnnd Thursday for the presentation while office re- Pollce alleged the men
cepllonlst Stella Brunelle accepts the glit, were part of a drug

Photoby HELEN MURRAY  Smuggling ring, with
Brazilien connections.

Region spurs Halton business

by Denis Gibbons In future, Raflis said
Halton Region plans to he'd like to spend 25 per

z 4:?f,m_‘;¢ .

.."' trn

e way of knowing how
long it had been
smollldering.

Estimated damage is
sel ot $100, the fire chicf
sald, Firelighters re-
moved the baskel from

Thetn ral Sororlly recently presented thestaff of the Glenlea Med- -
Ical Centre with a colorful handmade bookcase, some books and -
toys for the walling room. Dian Bowers, left, and Paula Stuckey,

fans to clear the smoke
from the apartment.

Mr. Helmes assured
the Free Press had it
beern o blaze requiring
hoses and additional fire
fighting equipmenl, local

velopers.
He said he expects $4 lo

permits,’” Raftis oX-

]Jlained

revesled the Region s
investigating the feasibi-

and Milton,
Local Input

firelighters would have
been more than ¢apable
of handling it. Hoseés and
equipmenl are able to
reach five f{loors, and
each floor of the build-
ings are equiped with
individual extinguishers
and hoses.

Treasurer Ilay King
said (he levies are in line
wilh these of Oakville
and Burlington.

establish economic advis-
ory committees ln each of
its four municipalities as

part of a program tostim-

ulale business and create
jobs in the 1980s.
Regional Chairman
Jack Raftis told the Burl-
ington Chamber of Com-
merce last Thursday that
Halton will need 36,000
jobs by 19856, an increase
of 60 per cent over the
present figure of 29,000.
Burlington now has its
own mayor's advisory
commiitee and Oakville
has a similar body os part
of its Chamber of Com-

Accarding to Bill Mar-
shall, director of business
development for the Re-
gien, the commitiees are
being created “'to provide
input from local indus-
tries and assist in promaot-
ing the respective tom-
munities with prospecetive
investors'.

Raftis said the new jobs
will be necessary because
more of the female
population are moving
into the work force, there
are 3,000 people under the
age of 25 unable to find
work and Halton's
population could increase

only $35 million."

"in the fire department's
radio system will be re-
placed.

Mick Holmes the system

Identification bureau Staff Sergeant Dave Garlick. |

llits a print from the door used by thieves for a break
and entry at the Acton Pharmacy last week, A man
and a woman have been charged ns well as n pair of
juveniles In the drug theft,

inerce.

by the mayor of each
municipality,

fnrmed in Hatlun Hii]s

 Border plazas help Bolton? |
| depends on who is talking |

by 70,000 over the next
eight years.
"We will have to get

investment activity up lo
$ﬁu mHIlnn In bulldmg

Commitlees, appointed

will be

by Eric Elstone

Landawn Shnppmg Centres Ltd. develuper Jerry
Sprackman claims a Zehrs store on Acton’s eastern
border will net adversely offect the downtown. He
Invited peaple to check the effects on other towns
where his plazas have been built.

One such place is Bolton about 25 miles east of
town where Highway 50 meets the Humber River,
Henry Joseph, one of Mr, Sprackman’s consultants,
indicated Bolten benefits from the Zehrs and other
stores in the plaza, The IGA Store at Balton up-
graded its facilities and the Red and White is doing
fine, according to Mr. Joseph.

"Doing line” dependson who is talking.

"My business dropped off 50 per cent over the
first slx months,” Bollon Red and White Store
manager Gene Bidmell said in a telephone inter-
view last weck. “What does he (Joseph) classily as
doing fine?" sald Mr. Bidmell.

“We're hanging in there,'" Bolton IGA manager
John Killeen said.

The IGA store is opposile Zehrs on the south end
of Bolton. The older part of the town is nestied in the
river valley, Plaza developments, including Zehrs
and IGA, are on top af the hill. Bolton's population is
about 6,500 but the official plans envisage aboul
twice thnt aumber of people.

Not ali storekeepers agree with the glum picture
drawin by the food stores.

Downtown Business Men's Assoclation president
Larry Nelles said he has no doubts about the effects

of Mr. Sprackman's efforts. "“We are particularly
glad about Zehrs," Mr, Nelles said.

in Acton is not working at
presenl so the purchase

“In 1977 and 78 we got  lity of industrial land

ton and Qakviile so that
Land banking serviced Jand would be
The chairman alsu{ ready for prospective de-

Replace equipment
after breakdown

Two radio base stations comnittee agreed with

the urgency of the situa-
tion and authorized the

ready been included im
the budget.

Similarly, an ice re
surfacing machine will

According to Fire Chief

is necessary I{mmed. be bought to replace one
iately. in poar condition, which
would have cost $50 a day

Hﬂllnn HHIE p:enﬂml tu rﬂnt

banking in both Burling- .

purchase, which hod al-

6 million to go into the Re-
gion's capital budget for
that purpose,

Haftis said over 20
industrial-commerecial
developers are working
now {o attract businesses
to Halton and that Mar-
shall has heen given a
$100,000 budgel to do his
ewn selling.

The Region has already
sent out brochures to 400

firms in the Metro Ter--

ento arca and plans to
make a pitch to 100 large
industries in the Chicago
arca,

Raftis said the regions

cent of his time working
with Marshall on indus-
trial development,

He said he'd like to beef
up the indusirial develop-
ment deportment by
transferring two em-
ployees [rom planning.

Raftls predicted con-
struction of the new Cam-
bridge Mall in Oakville
witl cost Burlington $5-48
million in department
store-lype merr:handmc
trade.

Studies indicate that
Burlington residents al-
ready spend $50 milllon in
DSTM (rade oulside of

of Peel and Hamillon- thecily,
Wentworlh are spending
a lot more money than

Halten on industria! Burlington

demiﬂi:mcnt

“'With the exception of the IGA, everyone has
benefitted,” sald the assoclation presidnnt “It's
kept people shopping here. Groceries and other
shopplng provides fuller service." '

Mr. Nelles runs a book store in downtown Bolton.

Mr. Nelles went on to say the Red and White store
had to pull up its socks. He also sald he has never
met Mr,. Sprackman.

Grocery shopping in Bolton before Zehrs was just
loo expensive, acknowledged Mr. Nelles, Even his
wife shopped for food at Brampten,

Assoclation vice-president John Davidson, Home
Hardware, nlso sald the Zehrs plaza [s not affecting
the downtown. The hardware is in Bolton's down-
town.

Bolton's downtown business association has the
increase in business downtown as its main purpose.
This year, Mr. Nelles said, the group’s name will be
chonged to drop the downtown so that the
association includes stores up the hill.

The Zehrs plaza Is one of four added onto Bolton's
southern end, They straddle Highway 50,
Development is to the south because the land is
zoned commercinl ond because there is not too
much room in the valley.

Much of the valley land is also in the flood plain of
the Humber River so that no construction is carried
out there,

Bolton merchants have taken sleps to provide
parking downtown. However, there are plans o
widen Highway 50 to four lanes through the town.
The widening will eliminate much of the parking on
the highway which also runs threugh the heart of

the downtown core.

In addition to the Zehrs food store there are elght |
shops in Mr. Sprackman’s plaza at Bolton, One is |

emply, but there is a Toronto-Dominion Bank,
travel agency, hair stylist, cleaners, restaurant,

Another study revealed
that only 32 per cent of
residents
uctuall}' work in the Eil}r

drug store ond a Stedmans. The exlerior of the B
single storey plaza Is brick and woed. Inthe parking §

lot there is a gas-bar and photo store,

The IGA and Red and White store people were J

divided as to whether Mr. Sprackman's plaza has
drown shoppers to Bolton.

The plaza, according to Red and White's Mr. Bid- #
ir ﬂnd -

mell, kas made o *‘more cut-throat market,
has “not necessartly’ meant a decrease in prices.

ﬂ-
;

é
[
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IGA's Mr. Killeen said he did not doubt the Zehrs §
store has brought people inlo the Bollon area, but §

from what he has heard from other store owners,

the additional people have nol translated into §

business for the established stores,
Caledon town planner John Stevens, whose

authority includes Botllen, is of the opinion the lime §
18 too soon to tell the effect of the Zehrs plaza on the [
town. Mr. Stevens indicated he would like to walt §

untll two years after the opening of the plaza, until it |
and its clients become established, before carrying |

‘outastudy.

Halton Hills council recently voted against the §
proposed plaza by Mr. Sprackman. The proposed §
plazo would include a Zehrs and eight other stores £
to be located on Highway 7 and Churchill Road B

South. The proposal was deemed premature in }

Haiton Hills and Mr. Sprackman is appealing to a [

EEE R far amow

higher authority, the Ontario Munleipal Board. '



