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b The pounding  of
'Immnmﬁ will resound
-hbuut the Hockwood Aca-
-demy this spring as res-
~foration continues on the
*gthool’'s stone gymna-
-'S um—thought to be the
bldest in Cannda.

e The twestorey struc-
"ture an addition to the
,ﬂrlguml unique  stone
#building, was  once
n,huu.m;, with schoolboys’
:pchwhca

«~.In those early days.
utudents travelled by
-Irmn. horseback, bugpy
p’ﬁr stuge 1o the Aca-
..-rlmnyw-u privale pioneer
I}uardmg school, well re-
fﬂardmi for its th_I‘.I stand-
'ﬂrdﬁ

--L In 1855, a $12 monthly
nfeu covered board, wash-
'*qn;q and tuition. French,
-I.alm and Greek instrue-
tlmn were an additional
—ane dollar per month,

-~ Two  unusual stone

:;'irches provide entrance .

Z:*_Iu the gymnasium's
'ﬂI‘EUﬁd floor—once n
watorage arca. Sleighs
swere parked under one
'drch carriagges under the
‘.ul'.he Pupils emply

<trunks lined the centre
Tepace.

second floor s
the boys per-
«formed their daily lilness
"tlrﬂl’-.

> No doubt the students’
rtariy morning  rouline
;w:ﬁ easily tolerated on a
L.warm day—however
"ﬁnce the winler winds
lI‘:hthﬂL‘" the {osk became

= The

'..31 shivering part ol the

regimen.

«! Up from their beds in
._ghe adjacent dormitory,
* {the boys elambered down
4'1 short stairwell to the
-Iiressm;, room, lrumped
~through the gymnasium,
~then  climbed down
"‘«u nother cutdoor stairway
‘11_: the separately located
:jug washhaouses.

v Scrubbed behind the
"'t!ura they headed back {o
'Ihr: gymnasium. Exer-

:'_I:I'-:E‘i on the bouncing
»pine floor completed, the

«students proceeded to the
"JI,IH'-‘.SI'EJHTH

o Anarm- -strengthening
-puih apparaius is lhe
»only equipment which
’;,ﬁu*; survived the years.
' High on the gym-
-Ilaslum rafters, students'
-pames are pencilled and
schalked—evidence . that
‘1]11‘.- boys put to use their
Jeveloping muscles,
““They must have for-
med human pyramids,
bolancing on  school-
mates’ shoulders to pen
their autographs. The
gymnasium doors and
window frames are also
inseribed with signa-
lures.

In recent years the
gymnasium was doomed
to collapse.

JDeep frost had heaved
tHe shallow stone founda-
tion. The walls were
hadly cracked and the
rotting vool leaked. Run-
olf water had caused con-
siderable damage to the
structure.
~In 1978, Yosef Dren-
ters, the Academy's
present owner, worked

oul an agreement with
Heritage Ontario io save

the historic building,

LACA work
encouraged

Eramosa Cauncil
stepped to speed along
the work of the fown-
ship's lLocal  Advisery
Commitlee for Arch-
itectural  Conservancy
{ LACAC) when it agreed
with the hiring of &2
student for the com-
mitlce Monday.

Council, with its action,
agreed to pay a percent-
age of the student’s wage
for an I8&week project,
[LACAC member Belty
Luu Clark told council the
committee could in time
list all the buildings
which are to be con-
sidered historical, How-
ever, someone who can
concentrate on an  in-
ventory of  historic
properties in the town-
ship could get it com-
pleted in the summer,

Such work would in-
clude taking photographs
and title searches, she
sald. LACAC is also in-

terested in  recording
building intertors, she
indicated.

“*We.wanl the whole of
the township deslgnnled
where necessary,’’ she
sdid.

L

Archilecty anicl
Nickostral  und  Herb
Stouve] designed the res-
wralivn—stabllization of
the structure their pri-
MATY coneern,

Last [all the recon-
struction was undetrway,
the first project, com-
plete restoration of the
slone [oundation.

Heritage Untarlo hired
local Eden Mills coutrac-
tor John Pries for the job.
A conerete  foundation
four and one half fecel
deep, two feet thick wos
skillfully installed.

The rods were inserted,

speuring  the  crocked
walls, and the stone work
repaired.

This spring & new roof,
finished with cedar
shakes, as well as door
and window restorations
ire planned.

Eventualy the wide
pine board gymnasium
floor will be restored,
Flagstone llooring will be
laid on the Jower level. A
cast iron stove, os used in
duays gone by, will furnish
heat.

The Rockwood
Academy is a monument
to the past and Canadian
history.

From its doors
educated men went forth
to build Canada during
its formative years. Men

. Lthe

ke Adom Deck, founder
af Onlarlo Hydro: A. S.
tinrdy, fourth premier of
Untario; Hugh Ferguson,
founder of the Manitoba
Mecdical College.

Groduntes contributed
te western Canodlan and
U.S.A. development.
James Jerome Hill built
continental  rail
system. Mr., Grain, an
1870 Rockwood Academy
graduate went on to be
enrolled as the 5tst mem-
ber of the R.C.M.P.

Eggerton Hyerson,
founder of the Ontario
School System, visited
the academy discussing
the format of early pro-
vincial education with
the Adademy’s prineipal.
For about 40 years boys
studied at the Schaool,
learning the value of
education. Many beciune
professionals in pioncer-
ing Canada,

"The Rockwood
Academy was establish-
cd in 1850, by devoted

teacher William Wether-
ald, an English born
Quaker. He taughlt the
first classes in log cabins.

The present stately
three-storey stone
building was erected in
1854,

Williamy Wetherald left
Hockwood in 1864, ren-
ting the school to educa-
tors Donald MeCaig and
Alex McMillan, who later
purchased the property
and cexpanded the facil-
ities. They added a large

The restﬂrulinn of the Hn-r:]-:wmd Academy's atnne p.,}mnaslum % foundatlon em-
ploved both heavy equipment and skilful manual labor. Two unusunl stone arches
lead to the aren where sleighs, carriages and the students® emply trunks were once
stored. The gymnasivm jtself is located on the second Hoor.

Tennis lighting
IS encouraged

Rockmosa Park tennis
players may play under
the lights this seasan.

Eramosa Council re-
ceived a letter from the
provincial DMinistry of
Culture and HRecreation
which indicales council’'s
application for grant
assistance seems to be
elegible. However, af
Monday's council
mecting, read reeve Bill
Adsett, the Ministry has
commitied its funds for
the year, The aoolication

will be kept en [lile,

Reeve Adsetl said that
as far ns he knows the
Ministry's fiscal
ends at the end of this
month.

And township r:lerk
Lloyd Hindley said that
as far as he can sece
Wintario says OK.

“Can we go ahead with
the project,”  asked
counciller John McLeod.

“1 would say yes," re-
plied the clerk.
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by appeointment cnly
Call Pete or Darlene today!

27 Mili St. E., Acton

...everywhere!
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Your LA.PA. has safety

taxpayers a penny!)

Industrial Accident [’ruwm[ﬂn' Association
2 Bloor Strect East. 2 3¢l Floor, Taronto, Ontatio
Maw 302

LA.PA., The Industrial Accident Prevention Assoclation is
totally funded by business and industry. If your company
Is in manufacturing or retall Industries, very likely it's a
member of LATAI
How does it feel to be part of a world authority on
health and safety, without costing taxpayers a penny?
Good! Now get your own money's worthl If you have a
need for Information or consultation, contact LATA,
today. We're constantly up-dating health and safety
theory and practice. at wark. at home, everywherel

(41C) 965.-A8BER
NON-PROFIT ® BUSINESS FUNDED ® SINCE 1917

skills
to share! (And it doesn’t cost

classroom, extra dormi-
tories and the stone gym-

nasium  in  1867—Con-
{ederation year.

In 1871 McCaig sold out
to McMillan who
remained as principal,
By 1882, free and compul-
sory education was made
law in Ontario. Modern
provincial schools were
erected and many day
and boarding schools, in-
cluding the Rockwood
Academy, were forced to
close their doors.

For a time kniiting
gopds were manufnc-
tured in the building.
Business did not prosper
and a Toronto mortgage
company put the
Academy up for sale.
There were no buyers.
The premises remained
vacant for many years.

In 1900 Mrs. Gordon of
Rockwood purchased the
Academy and 47 acres
for $2,500. Her son Wil-

liamn inherited the pro-
perty,

living in the
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1979
2-Door

‘Brand New’

4171

CLEMENTS MOTORS
500 Bronte 5t. S.
Milton

878-2328

Rockwood Academy gives

Interesting look at history

Academy with his
family, and farming the
land.

The Gordon’s chickens
roosted in the stone gym-
nasium.

In 1960, Sculplor Yosef
Drenters purchased the
Academy and set aboul
the extensive task of its
restoration. Each yenr he
accomplishes more lo-
wards his goal—the res-
loration of A monument
to Canada's past.
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Councillors heef up
Rockwood security

Eramosa Township
Council voted more than
$2.000 worth of securily
equipment  for  Rock-
wood's community and
medical centres, Mon-
day.

Council also took a step
to put the medical centre
on par with the comm-
unily centre for [ire pro-
{ection. _

CGruardinn Security
Systems, Kitchener, was
engaged lo install the
equipment. Cost of equip-
ing the community
centre is $1,068 while the
medical cenire is slightly
more at $1,118,

The  silent alarm
system  adopted s
monilored off a central
board. Il an alarm s
tripped police and in
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some cases [ire equip-
ment js dispalched.

Council pondered the
use of a sound bell 1o
back vp the silent alarm,
but discussion ended with
deputy-reeve Dave
Masson's: "1'd like the
cops to calch the theives
and prosecute.”

Councillor John
McLeod observed the
community was  for-
{unate with the amount of
damage worked on build-
ings.

Reeye Blll Adsetl said,
in coniradiction, that the
medical  centre  doors
have been damaged and
‘once some drugs were
taken.

Mail entries 1o:

Firestone’

FARM LABOR

In 1976 five per cent of
the nationa! labor foree
was employed on farms.

Chartered
Accountants

Goebelle
Wagner
MacAdam

37 Mein Straet South
Halton Hills (Gaorgetown)
Ontario L7G 3G2

877-5155

"ARTISTS!

fromgrade6to 13
Enter The Contest

for tha

‘Summerfest’ Logo
SUMMERFEST

is a festival of the arts

Design a logo which will be the
symbol representing Summerfest!

Enter up to 2 designs in
black/white combination.

Summerfest Logo Contest
14 Duby Road
Acton

L7 2P1

Make it symbolic of the arts,
of music, dance and crafts.

Prizes awarded!
Closing Date is April 1st, 1979

SERVICE MANAGER’S

ALIGNMENT

The first 30 customers to call

SPECIAL

Hil my name is Jack Vermeullen and I'm the Service
Manager at Moore Park Plaza Firestone Stare. 1'd like

to get to know you better, so why not call me at
877-5119.

between Wed., March 7 - 9 a.m. and

Wed., March 14 - 5 p.m. will receive

this specially priced offer.

Mo extra charge for cars with alr
conditioning or torsion bar adjustment,
Correct caster-camber, set toe-in,
toc-out, adjust steering box, centra

steering wheel,

ELECTRONIC

- TUNE-UP

Inctudes: Insloll nevw plugs, Rew pontt, naw (endemar, new rolar, adjsl tming and W"‘-"-""'ﬂ'f
lubncole heot tner valve, Chech dulnbutor cop, coohng wyitem hases, ipark plug wires, coil,
FLW huh' gir filigr ond oy ling [iltar, llg‘h! trucht and impaorte loo!
Specicl pr‘iul on cary with slectronic tgrillon.

PARTS & LABOUR INCLUDED

4 CYL.

'29% '34% *39*

WE USE

WE USE

[IEI‘H

6 CYL.

EHAHPIHH

$

8 CYL.

, MOST CARS

Firestone

CREDIT PLAN

USE OUR
OR

Tirestone Stores

o

« RpgdTM - farmnioed Garacdi b Mg o L

LRLIER IR’

MOORE PARK PLAZA
GEORGETOWN 877-5119

ASK ABOQUT
CUR 30 DAY
PAYMENT PLAN

CALL FOR AN
APPOINTMENT
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