o E—

4 The Acton Free Press, Wednesday,

March 7. 1979

The Acton Free Press

Published overy Wodnesday by Inland Fublishing Co, Limited at 59 Willow Sticet. Acton,
Cntaria. Telephone B53.2010. Subiscriptions: Single copies 20° pach, 510,00 ptr year in

Canada, 530,00 in all countries ather than Canada,

Tha Acien Free Press is one of the Inland Publshing Co. Limited graup of suburban news-
papers which include Tho Ajax/Whithy/Pickering Nows Advertiser, Thoe Brampton
Guardian, The Burlington Post, £iobicoke Gazette, The Georgotown Indepandont,
Markham/ Tharnhill Econamist and Sun, The Milton Canadian Champion, Tho Mississauga
News, The Newmarket/Aurora Era, Qakyilly Beaver, Oshawa This Week, Oshawa This

Weekend, and Tha Stoutivitle Tribune.

Founded in 1875
Don McDonald, Publishe:

Advertising is accepted on the conditian thot, in the ovent gf ypographical errar, that
rortion of tha advertising space occupied by tha arroneous itern, togather with reazonable
atiowance for signature will no! be charged for but the balance of tha advertisomont will be
paid for at the applicabie rate-In the event of o typogrophical error advertising goods or
sorvices 2! a wiong price, goods or senvices may nat bo sold. Advertising s maorely an offer

to scli, ond may bo withdrawn at any time,

Member of The Audit Bureau of Circylst)

second class mail Registration Mumber 0515,

| on, The Canadian Community Nowspapaor
Asseciation, and Tha Ontaric Woekly Newspapar Association,

EDITORIAL DEPAATMENT
Editor: Hartley Colas

Naws Edlter: Holen Murray
anuﬂnr!Fhutugrgphur: Erlc Elstono
Sports Editaor; Robin Inscoe

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT

Advartlsing Manager: Bill Cook
Classillod Advertising: Marylin McArthur

BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING OFFICE

Office Managar: Fran Gibson

Rhona Thornhill, Shirley Jocque, Caralyn Duval

CIRCULATION
Marylin McArthur

PHONE 853-2010
Business and Editorial Office

Copyright
1979

Back at square one

Elizabeth Davidson, a Toronto
architect who has conducted
independent research into the
proposed shopping plaza in Ac-
ton’s east end, recently said if
people were willing to invest in
development in downtown Acton
they should come forward with
their plans quickly in order to
convince planning beard and
counci] the plaza development is
not needed,

Mrs. Davidson, obviously, had
not counted on planning board
being so decisive in its rejection of
the plaza at a meeting a week ago
Tuesday night. The board
rejected the proposal by an 8-0
vole despite overwhelming ap-
provai veiced by about 300 people
at a public meeting the previous
week.,

Planning board’s outright
rejection of the proposal came as
a surprise to people who attended
the public meeting and supported
the plaza proposal. There are two
letters this week from disap-
pointed citizens who point out the
hoard’s decision makes it appear
the public meeting was simply
window dressing, that the
meeting was called merely to
placate the public,

The letter writers have a point,
If the board called the meeting
just so plaza supporters could get
their feelings off their chests then
they did the people of Acton and
area a disservice,

However, if they called a public
meeting to find out new evidence
for a plaza or a groundswell of
opinion in favor, then they ob-
viously were within their rights to
have areview.

Several people who attended the
public meeting came away
convinced they had made a case
for the plaza especially since
chairman Mike Armstrong
rebuffed an effort by a downtown
businessman to show more
evidence why a plaza was not
needed. They surmised that

discussion at the next meeting of
the board would favor the plaza
proposal, a feeling evidently
shared by the developer,
However, although there is
undeniably much public support
for the plaza, the board could not
proceed against the advice of its
own planner, who said the
proposal is “premature due to a
lack of a planned population base
to support the application and due
to a possible impact on the Acton
urban area’s commercial in-
frastructure.” The planner also
noted there is no provision for the
plaza in Acton’s official plan.

For the board to have tossed
aside planning principles after
two previous rejections of the
proposal would have béen sur-
prising, even with the entire
community lined up against them.,

The board passed its recom-
mendation on to council. which
unidoubtedly will concur with their
advice, noting it is in the town's
hest interests.

Meanwhile developer Jerry
Sprackman says he will appeal to
the Ontario Municipal Board to
have planning board’s decision
overturned. Many will wish him
luck, contending that public
opinion has been disregarded.

Indeed the entire exercise to
date has left us back at square
one. Unless council disregards
their own planning board or the
OMB reverses the decision a
plaza in the east end is still a few
yearsaway,

Meanwhile, we wonder if
shopping in Acton will improve as
downtown merchants anticipate.
Indeed, as architeet Elizabeth
Davidson points out, people
willing to invest in downtown
Acton should come forward with
plans quickly in order to convince:
the public a plaza is not needed.
The public does want better
shopping facilities and many saw
the plaza as a means to that end.

Deaths sadden many

The deaths of two well known
citizens last week was a shock to
many in this community. Both
Lena Mann and Charles Land-
sborough were well known and
their passing is mourned by
multitudes of friends and
acquaintances as well as mem-
bers of the family.

Mrs. Mann came from
Manitoulin Island as a young girl
and lived on Arthur St. for 35
‘years. Here she raised a family
and took part in many activities of
the community. She was an active
member of Knox Church where

. she taught Sunday School, started

the first junior choir, was a life
member of the Alert Evening
Auxiliary and active in the Ladies
Ald. She was also active in the
Acton Golden Agers, being both
pianist and treasurer. She loved
baking, quilting, gardening,
music and tracing her own family

tree.

Charlie Landsborough, a native
of Acton, was almost a fixture at
Acton Baptist church where he
was organist, treasurer and clerk
but he was alse well known for his

. musical activities. He played with

three bands—the Lorne Scots,
Guelph Musical Society and the
Acton Citizens’ Band—and it was
seidom he missed a parade, He
had an avid interest in band
festival competitions and loved
gardening, photography and
travelling. Charlie was pur-
cihasing agent at Beardmore untii
his retirement a few years ago.

These two figures gave much of
their time to make this com-
munity a better place in which to
ltve. We'll all be poorer for their
passing but also richer, knowing
they left so many fine memories

as they passed this way.

Help give blood

The gift of life is the most pre-
cious gift anyone can give. Yet,
last October, only 103 people, in a
town of over 7,000 people bothered
to give this gift,

The local Red Cross group is
becoming discouraged at the lack
of interest shown whenever blood
donor clinic time comes around on
the calendar. Because of this
attitude, the clinic is in danger of
folding forever. This is indeed
unfortunate.

An Acton man was scheduled
for a major heart operation last
fall. The operation had to be
postponed three times due to lack
of bleod. Three times he was ad-
mitted into the hospital, unti
finally the doctor got the go-
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ahead,

If the Acton clinics and others in
other small {owns die, what is to
become of these people who must
have operations? Are they to die

because of a few people’s un-

selfishness?

That lecal man was finally able
to have the operation, and it was
successful. But what if no one
bothered to give blood? What
would have happened to him, and
the thousands before and after
him?

If everyone gave a pint of blood
whenever there was a clinic, they
could be saving their own life, not
just that of a stranger.

Please support next week’s
clinic.—H. M.
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NEWS ITEM-GREEN HALTON REGIONAL
GOVERNMENT HEADQUARTERS BLENDS

WITH ENVIRONMENT.,”

Blue February Monday

By the time this appears in print, the
wors! of the suffering in Canada will be
over. And [ don't mean that dreadiul Feb-
ruary cold snap which turned us into our
annual winter condition, 8 nation of mis-
anthropoes.

Burst water pipes, cars so cold you can't
even pul them inlo reverse to back out in
the morning, and temperatures that would
Ireeze the brains of a brass monkey are
bad enough. But we're used to them. We
know thal in another four months, we'll be
gasping in a heal wave and bealing off
mosquitoes,

No. that’s not the suffering we did this
February. It was being smugly satisfied on
a Thursday night, mildly dismayed on a
Saturday aflernoon, and utlerly hum-
iliated on a Sunday night that caused the
suffering.

Talk about blue Monday. That Monday
in Feb., after them Rooshians had kicked
the living stuffing out of Canada's finest,
was so blue it was almost purple.

I'm not saying that 1, personally, sulfer
when Canada’s primary export, hockey
players, is no longer marketable, I'm not
suying that. I'm just saying that I bleed a
little, internally, when a bunch of retten
red, pinko communists make a group of
fine, young libernl, capitalists look like a
bunch of ald-age pensioners whose Geritol
has been cut off. Right after the second
game, I went to the ¢linie and had a car-
diogram, jusl in case.

I must say we took it well, as a nation,
For onee, there were no alibis. $low could

Afree Press

Dear Sir: :

[n view of the recent aclion of the loca)
councillors and planning board re the
building of a supermarket to the cast of
Aclon, this letter, no doubt, will simply be
an exercise in futility. 1 do, however, feel
that I simply have Lo protest the dictotoria)
attilude taken at the meeting held in the
Trafalgar Road bhullding last week.
Anyone with the smallest degree of ESP
cauld sense from the outset of the meeling
that the wishes of the people expressed in
the lecal High School building on Feb. 14
tast would mean nothing to the councillors
and planning board officials.

This raises the question as to why the
public meeting was called at all, My un-
derstanding was that it was held to find out
what the feeling of the general public was
with regard to the creation of a plaza on
the above-mentioned site. That meeting
averwhelmingly suppaorted the idea. Most
of us are not so much in favor of a plaza,
What most of us wouid like is a good
supermarket. Surely a compromise could
be worked out with Zehr's representative
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by
Bill
Smiley

there be, when hundreds of millions of

people saw our collective Canadian noses
being rubbed in it?

Sports writers, their guts churning,

praised the play of the Russians and int- .

timated that they knew all along what

would happen. As they always do, after the
event, -

The Canadian players showed more
grace. The best of them simply admitted
they were beaten soundly by a superior
team. But they knew in their heart that
they, and all their highly paid buddies,

were facing not a physieal Slberla, but a
Siberia of the soul.

They were the Best in the West, and they
had not been just beaten but thoroughly
trounced, by the Best in the Easl, where
hockey Is a relatively new sport.

Not for me (o ask, **How did it happen?™
Al the experts have ogreed that the
KRussians skate better, poss belter, and are
infinitely superior in physical condition to
the pampered Canadian pros, who
weighed an average of nine pounds more
than their opponents..

Letters )

Why public meet on p/azé?

- on that score.

When one of our councillors for whom
our family and several of our friends voted
at the last electlon was approached by me
on this malter, his answer was that he
objected to Mr. Sprackmon's over-
aggressive attitude at previous meetings
and to the fact that he objected to being -
treated as though he were the possessor of
a lower IQ. Some of us feel that we have
been made to feel that same way by the
recent actiens of our councillors and

planning board. We are not mature cnough
inteliectually.

Democracy has been defined as
“*government of the people by the people
for the people.” It would appear as though
we have lost it under regional government.
The recent atlitdue of council seems to
support that view, too. The upshot of this
will, of course, be more business of a
shopping nature going out of town. This
saddens me,

Sincerely yours,
A. Walter Fosbury,
124 Tidey Ave.,

It is only for me to ask, “Why do we suf-
fer so much when we're licked in hockey?"
And 1 think ! know the answer to that.

For a century or so, Canadians have
been hewers of wood and drowers of
water, Fair enough. We had lots of wood
and water, and stifl have and other people
need them.

But we also had three superior finishod
products, manufaciured at home, that no-
body else in the world could touch, when i
came o quality: maple syrup, rye
whiskey, and hockey, players.

Qur supremacy in these depariments is
virlually ended. Our whiskey has been
walered more and more, our maple syrup
has been thinned to the consistency of
greasyspoon gravy, and our hockey play-
ers, with a few stalwart exceplions, are
more impressed with their hair-dos, their
press clippings, and their financial stale
ments than they are with beating their
opponents,

There is a sadness here. Rye whiskey is
bad for the liver, maple syrup bad for the
teeth, so perhaps thelr denigration is not a
national disaster. But to have a hockey
team Lhat is the second or third or fourth
best in the world? That is unthinkable.

Every red-blooded, middle-aged male in
Canada has hockey in his veins. lle per-
sonally knows, or his best friend does, or
he lives in, or lives in the next town 1o, or is
sixth cousin of, or grew up with, or was
preceeded by only 10 yvears by, in school, a
genuine hockey plaver, whoe made it o
Jurtior A, or Senior A, or even the NHL, or
ont of its farm teams.

Two of the quarterbacks on my high
school football team, Les Douglas and
Tony Licari, made it to the Detroit Iled
Wings organization. My brother-in-law,
Jack Buell, played Junior A and Senior A
and became a referee.

My grandson, at the age of two, was
given a hockey stick and demolished his
grandmother's hardwood floors in the liv-
ing-reom, smashing a puck around the
floor with great vigor and a certain lack of
control. (She fipally put her fool down
when he insisted on scrimmaging around
the piano while she was piving lessons.)

To add insult to injury, this idiotic idea of
lona Campagnola, Minister of Jocks, has
popped up. She wants to give $18.5 million
of my money and yours to four Canadian
cities, so that they can butid big arenas Lo
accommodate four more losers In an NHI,
that is nlready so walered.down with
mediocre talent that 60 per cent of them
couldn’t have made a Senior A team 30
years ago.

What she should do is support an Order-
In-council which proclaims that, with the
emergence of Red China, Hussia is now &
second-rate power, not worthy to be faced-
off against.

Then Allan Eagleson can organize
onother Scies of the Century with China,
where they learned to skate about eight
years ago. We'd probably win it by one

.goal in 1980. And lose it by 10 in *BI.

Issues
10 years ago

Token Irom the issue of the Acton Free
Press of Wednesday, March 12, 1989

Fire completely gutied the
Nassagaweya farm home of Bob Watson
this morning. leaving a family of four
homeless, A

Acton Junior Farmer's play Cleaned and
Pressed, 1969 winner of the Halton Drama
Festival, recoived a fine review but trailed
the Waterloo entry in the zone competition.
Thelma Kirkwood and Jim Ware were
given honorable mention for their por-
rayals. _ :

A congregation of 150 gathered in Trinity
churceh to observe World Day of Prayer,
Taking part were Mrs. Vie Bristow, Mrs.
Charles  Landshborough, Miss  Isobel
Anderson, Mrs. 8. G, Thoman, Mrs. John
Kanmuninga, Mrs. Donna Bell, Mrs. Garnet
MeRenzie, with  guest speaker Miss
Cynihia Blades.

New dishes {or Eden Mills community
hall were presented as the culmination of 2
centennial project. Bob Gilbertson of the
Community Club sccepied the dishes from
Eden Mills and Eden Crest Institutes,

Mrs. Grace McEnery was guest speaker
at the Wurld Day of Prayer service for
Churchilt and gallinafad ladies, with Mrs.
frene Swackhamer key lady. Other
leaders were Mrs. Elva Winter, Mrs.
Isabel McDonald, Mrs. Verna Stephen and
Mrs. Yvonne Hamilton,

Mre. and Mrs. John R. Sprowl] and Mr.
James  Jesseman  were honored by
residents of the communities of Dublin,
Bannockburn and Erin at Ballinafad haH,
Mr. and Mrs, Sprow! have sold their farm.

20 years ago

Taken from the {ssue of the Acton Free
Fress of Thursday, March 5, 1958
Formation of an Acton and District Self-
ilelp  Employment  Bureau receive
unanimous approval by over 100 unem-
ployed workers ut & mass meeting in {he
Legion hall on Monday ntorning. This
action followed the recent announcement
that e Avro Arrow project was being
discontinued and 14,000 workers were laid
off. Commillee members are Dennis
Lawler, Arl Johnson, Ted Blunn, Len
*Almond, Joe While, Jeff Robbins.
Oulstanding cddecorations set the carnival
lheme for the Amalgamated Acton Home
anid Scheol Association's second annual
I"un Fair Saturday morning and afternoon
in the HRobert Little school. Mrs. Monty
Rool. convener of decorations, displayed
greal griginality. Circulating through the
rooms were clowns Herb Cook and Sam
Brunelle, with little bMiss Boverly Brunelle
giving out balloons. Conveners included .
Mrs, F. Heller, Mrs. Lois Mackenzie, Mrs,
J. Hurst, dMrs, K. Allen, Mrs. Herman
Freuler, Mrs. E, Lidkea, Miss Alice Sidey,
Mrs. George Haggett, Mrs. J. Dowding,
Mrs. C. Leatherland, Mrs, E. Jennings.
General convener was Mrs. W, Sproston.
The event was again an outstanding
SUCCESS.

50 years aﬁa

Taken from the issue of the Acton Free
Press of Thursday, March 7, 1929

The play that proved so popular with
Ballinmafad audiences that the crowd could
nol be accommodated will be presented in
Acton Wednesday evening next. The Path
across the Hill has o cast of {en charactors.,
The plan of the hall epened at Brown's
drug store this week.

Cn Fridny evening last the regular
meeting of the Aclondale U.F.Y.P.O. was
lield in the parish hall. Debaters on the
subject "resolved that the school has g
greater influence in molding character
thun the home™ were Miss  Vielet
Crossman and Mr. Leslie Swackhamer {or
the affirmative and Miss Velma Murray
and Mr. Hoy McKeown for the negative.
Judges were Miss Benneit, Mrs. Somer-
ville and Dr. Jobnson,

Mr. James Symon has leased the Co-
operative store building and will remove
his stock of hardware to the new stand.
The present store occupied by Mr, Symon
will be used by Johnstone and Co., whe
own lhe building, for additional room for
their furniture and undertaking business.

Dublin Literary Society met at the home
of Mr, and Mrs. Brownlow. On the
program were Dorothy Frank, Edith
Bracken, Mrs, Somerville, Berniece
Bracken, Margeret Waldic and Mr, Reg.
Fenner,

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Acton Free
Iress of Thursday, March 13, 1879

(On the front page—advertisements, a
continued story, a long poem, articles on
Oslrich  Breeding i Ausiralia, The
Scienlific Mode of Cremation, Gigantic
Devil Fishes, Mozart, and 8 few jokes.
Local news was inside the (four-puge
paper.
* Eitorial concludes: "“We of the male sex
are very unjust to womankind. . Every
marriange should be a complete part-
nership for lfe of heart and purse. We
know of no moral law which gives the
husband any rights the wife has nol, and
that family s & badly regulated one in
which the husband graciously glves the
wife the money she spends.”



