e e e el el o a

ltecycled log house of Judy nnd Hess McEwan Is an ariginol 150 year old residence
from Woodbridge. The McEwans have rebullt the house on their country property,

north of Acton,

McEwens reassemble
150-year-old home

made from

by Jennifer Barr

Building your own house is nol some-
thing a neophyte undertakes lightly,
Itoss and Judy McEwen are nol only
duing that but are re-assembling a dis-
mantled log home—a job to turn the
hair of an experienced builder white.

The 150 year old home of the
aMeEwens is in its new position north of
Acton and, although unfinished, cosily
shefters the Hornby couple. Prior 1o liv-
ing in Hornhy, Ross spent a couple of
years happily pottering around a farm
off Highway 25 north, dabbling in
nrganic gordening, chicken and pig
raising.

Organie gardening and ecological
conscience are still with the McEwens,
who have used primarily recycled
material for their bome heated mainly
by wood and solar energy.

The wooded ten acre site lends itsel(
to natural log consiruction, the house
blends wilh its surroundings as if it’s al-
wiys been there.

Glamoraus skeleton

Hoss first heard about the dismantled
house last spring. A wrecker had re-
moved the Woodbridge residence and
hitd it Iying in his yard. The family who
vwned the house prior (o its demise
were unaware of its glamorous skele-
lon, covered with siding and wallboard
paneiling. Actually, underneath were
stiuured 10-inch timbers of red pine, o
woodd that ‘hasn't been seen for 75 years
ur mure,

Untit he heard of the dismantled log
house, Russ was constdering stack wall

construétion for the hame he planned to -

build in the recently cleared section of
{he_propoerly.

However, the logs were just what the
Melwens needed. They were pur-
chased, numbered, ready 1o rebuild, re-
moved by crane and trtuck, and re-
crected to roof level in a day-and-a-hakf,

Corner dovelailing dictated the width
of ¢chinking and mortar which is con-
siderable. Rockwonl and  expanded
metal lathe, covered on both sides by
mortar supplies the log chinking
bringing the R. value of the walls up 1o
a facter of 12. The roof consists of the
original rafters, new boards, shingle,
and insulation constituting an  in-
sulnticng value of R32.

Original windows and doors have
been replaced by modern wood ones,
fitting in with the design. A split field-
stone hearth and wall backing ferms a
base for the energy conscrving
Lakewood stove.

A sloping roof additien to, the south
will allow tor solar healing, catching
panels on the roof, storing area inside
where the water heater and house
heating sysiem will be, Ross is already
installing eleciric baseboard heaters as
auxilary back-up.

Without basement, the two slory
building is erected on poured found-
ation with room only for waler pump.

Downstairs, the main room is open
plan—a 550 square foot room combining
kitchen, dining and living areas with an
eniry platform and stairwell.

Upstairs, the space s divided into a
possible three™ hedrooms and large
bathroont, all with two bright windows
vach. The McEwens will use one of the
bedroom areas, which is also a hallway,
as i weaving studio for Judy who hopes
in give weaving instruction from her
hame. The Mlooring is original inch-and-
a-half red pine.
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warks on elecirical
cunnectlons in his unique log home.

Roszs McekEwen

The first and lasting impression of
the house is its brightness and high
ceilinged spaciousness, Light, sand-
blasted wood and a large number of
windows create the feeling as does the
laeck of interior walls,

Active palr

The house has taken nine months to
girow from o pile of squared timbers 10
a spacious twe storey residence, but the
MeEwens have been working in their
spare time. Al cther times—like five
days a week—Itoss is a studen! advisor
with  Studenl  Services, Sheridan
Coltege, Oakville. He has o BA in Psy-
chiwlogy and a B Ed in education, he al-
x0 teaches English at Sheridan,

Judy, the weaving experl, now
teaches at Mohawk after graduating
from Sheridan’s crafts and design
course last year.

So these energetic young people don't
have a lot of time {or house building.
Fortunately, they've had a lot of help
from friends and relatives,
plains. He says he married inte a handy
family full of carpenters. Both his
brothers-in-law helped by making the
beautiful stairs and kitchen cupboards.

Judy's father has been very active in
the major construction and she is **very
handy with a hammer™, necording to
her husband. It was she who did the
sand blasting that gave the interior of
the logs their light new look.

The MeEwens are an ingenious
couple who have proved, with industry
and ambition, it's still possible Lo build
a sound, inexpensive liwuse which is
esthetically pleasing, an energy miser,
and which doesn't put its young owners
up to their ears in debl. -

Town urges

2 years residency
for seniors’ unit

Senfor citizens  who
have lived a minimum of
lwo years in the fown of
tHinlion Hills will have

town.

mrnumum of ten years in
He said bhe had
spent a lot of time talking

have heard nothing.
Councillor Walter
Biehn suggested the two

Hoss ox-

priority  in  obtaining
stnior citizens apari-
ments, if Ontarie Hous-
ing Corpoeration accepts o
recommendation by
Hollon Hills general
committee this week,

The fown is asking that
this provision be included
in the agreement
covering the 52 unil
complex now being buill
on Elizabeth  Drive,
Acton.

Councilior Ed Woods
suggested the priority
should go lo residents
who have lived =n

top the O.H.C,

“if the senfor elizens
have as much trouble as 1
did getting answers I'm
surry for them." He said
people don't know
whether they will oblain
apartments in George-
town or Acton when they
fill out the applications.
He said being considered
cligible means only the
Persen is on the list, and
contended there are 450
people on the waiting list
for the 52 units now being
built in Acton. He said
some people applied four
or five years ago and

——

year residency recom-

mendation alse be in-°

cluded in the Georgelown
agreements, but said he
recognized ihere is no
guarantee the O.H.C, will

accept

METRIC
TEMPERATURES

Agriculture  Canada
offers the following
temperature guides to aid
you in converting to me-
Iric cooking: heat {rozen
pies in a 220 degree C,
kecp the refrigerator ot 4
degrees C and the frecezer

at -18 degrees C.
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il Board plans to spend $93 million

Halton Hoard of
Education proposes (o
spend §$93,782,838 this
year, or slightly mcre
than cight per cent over
Jasl year’s budgel.

The board's finance
committee presenied its
proposals during a spe-
cial meeting Thursday at
Burlington. If a dollar
could be siretched o mile,
the budget would reach
the sun from carth. Put
another way, the school
hoard would spend
$250,938 cach day.

Last year Halton board
spent $86,703,562.

The 8.16 per cent hike
in this year’s possible ex-
penses could represent a
$35 increase in public
school taxes. That figure
is based on a five mill on
the average Halton home
assessment of $7,000,

The revenue side of the
scheol board budget is
scheduled to he pre
sented next week.

Plant operation and
instruction, mainly
teacher wages, oal up
stightly more than B3 per
cent of proposed cox-

nses. Other large items
are debt charges al 36
million and transpaort-
ation at $2,197,251. The
least costly ilems are
atiendance, heallth and
food services which total
$635,370.

The cost of one puplt in
clementary school this
year is estimated 1o be
11.43 per cent more than
last year or $1,663.98. The
high school student is
slightly [ower on the per-

centage, B8.07, but still
will cost $2,314.05.

For the [irst time
Halton's high school bud-
et exceeded provineial
ceilings on expenditures
per student. Finance
committee chairman
Gary DMorton said the
group was disappointed it
could not keep the cost
under the Jimit—which
was surpassed by $28.

Expenditures per pupil at
the elementary school
level are $58 below the
cetling, said Mr, Korton.

In preparing the bud-
get Mr. Morton said the
committee kept in mind
inflation, rising cost of
services and .« the
decrease in  provincial
grants,

Trustees and commit-
{ee honorariums are the

only items lo remajn al
the same cost as last
year—5$137,820—NMr.
Morton pointed out,
Retirement  gratuities
which Burlington trustee
William Priesiner des-
cribed os becoming [airly
significant will grow by
about $60,000 Lo $266,000
this year. The gratuities

are offered to plant stall.

and teachers.

On a4 question from
Milton separate schoul
trustee  John Bradley,
superintendent of  In-
struction John Boich said
the staff does not see, on
cost, am adventage in
encouraging early retire-
ments, though the buard
has, examined the idea
and may take it up again.

For aboul lwo years
the board has hired

OPC reports on problems
Halton Police: still divided

Frustration, lack of
[eadership and poor re-
cords are the chief pro-
blems hampering Halton
Regional Police, accord-
ing to a report from the
Ontario Police Commis-
sion.

The Commission pre-
pared the report at the
request of the Halton
Police Commisston
[ollowing several com-
plainis about the opera-
tions of the force and a
report on meorale pro-
blems prepared by the
FPolice Associalion.

The 80-pape docunient
said five years ofter the

regional police force was_

ton Region. Almost five
years after it was formed
the force is stili divided in
Burlington, Qakville and
Georgetown,”

The major source of
frusiration, the report
said, is the force's lack of
a4 conesive promolion

palicy.
“One of the most vb-
vicus internal  benefits

arising from the integra-

. tion of o number of police

{forces is the inereased
opportunity for advance-
ment.  "However, this
carcer path must be
plainly visible and of-
ficers who intend to take
the route must be under

created there s still o) namisapprehension as to

lack  of integration
among the <component
parts.

“The extra ecffort re-
quired to achieve in-
tegration was apparentlys -

not forthcoming in Hal->

the traits and character-

_istics required.”

The report also cites
problems with buildings
and record-keeping sys-
temgy -

* AR 3rrg‘ge5tcd that the

Vacations unaffected
by weakening dollar

Florida still scems (o
be the f[avorile winter
vacation spot, according
to  Acton's two trovel
agencies, Tyler Travel
and Acton Travel Lid. -

Second in line, bath
agencies say s the
Caribbean. Hick Bon-
netie of Acton Travel
says the Barbados rank

first in that area closely
followed by the
Bahamas.

Top spols in Florida,
experience shows is the
Clearwater, Tampa area.

Travel to these places
is down slightly accord-
tng to Shirley Lashley of
Tyler Travel. The deval-
uvation of the Canadian

Snow,removal

problem settled

Halton Hills library
board has worked oul 2
solution to the snow
removal problem with
fown engineer Bob Ausl-
in, .

Chairman Dick Howitt
told board members, at
their meeting last Wed-
nesday in Acton, that he
had spoken with Mr,
Austin nbuut lack of snow
removal in the Aclon
library parking lat, for
employees.

NMr., Austin lold Mr.
Howitt there were lwo

Fire damage up

Damages resulting
from fires in Halton Hills
in January are almost
£39,000 more than the
same period last year,

According to figures
released Monday  at
council by Fire Chief
Mick Holmes, estimated
damages in January,
1979, were $127,717, com-
pared with $89,000 in 1978,

ASSORTED

TOPS

Sayelle Embassy

Ladies” 100% Acrylic

alternatives, the first
being the town could reg-
uiarly plow the lot when-
ever they did other lois in
town, usually two or
three duys after the snow
fall. Costs of removal
would be $15 to $20. The
other alternative would
be on a demand basis
with the library staif not-

ifying the works depart-
ment whenever they
wanted the SNOW
removed.

Board members opted
for the second aller-
native,

Negligence way
blamed for six [fires,
maintenance for {wg

- fires and six fires were

classified as other.
The volunteer fire:
fighting force answered

23 calls in January. 1970
and 14 in the same month

last year. Fifleen of the
calls were in the George
town area, cight in the
Aclon ared.

JIG SAW PUZZLES
CORN BROOMS

Plus Many Other In-Store Super 'S’ ltems

dollar bhas not had too
much affect on the tourist

indostry, but it has
touched it.
Mr. . Bonnetle,

however, {cels that maost
people do not care what
they have o spend.
“Travellers are going to
travel no matter what the
price,” he said,

hiost people take one
week vacations and most.
choose” the more econ-
omic  package tours
rather than fly or drive
down themselves and get
a motel or hotel.

Acton Travel, accord-
ing to Mr. Bonnelte, has
booked many people In
motels who wish Lo drive
down, but this is fairly
rare.

Another favorite f{or
Acton people, Mr.
Bonnette noticed, is Los
Angeles. Even before Air
Canada came out with
extremely  inexpensive
{lights to that, and other
cilies, many people weré
heading to Movieland.

February and March
are the favorite travel-
ling months says Mrs.
Lashley. Both agencies
agree that most travel-
ers are couples rather
than families, mainly
because children are in
school during the winter
months and people are
hesitant to pull them out
fer a week or two.

50, in spite of the
falling dollar and Jean
Chretien's plea  for
Canadians lo stay home
and see their own country
many are still seeking
the sen.
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chief make more [re-
quent visits to the dis-
tricis as one means of
strengthening  the atti-
tude of integration.

“A common complaint
from the maijority of the
members of the force
who were interviewed
was the fallure — or
inability — of the Head-
quarters support ser-
vices. . . te  provide a
fast, efficient service to
field operations,” says
the OPC report.

Each district, it noted,
has developed its own re-
cords and {iling system in
the absence of nny re-
gional-system. Attempls

were made tg start o re-

gional Pesition and Pro-
cedures Manual in Jan-
uary, 1977, but the first
steps were Never
followed up.

Generally, the recep
lion of the report was
good by officials of the
foree,

Ken Skerrett, Chief of
Police, said “1 think it's
pretty well on, These
areas have been a con-
cern to us before.'

Skerreill estimated it
would take about six
months lo implement al)
of the recommendations
made by the province,
but he hoped the final
effect would be o
sireamline the opera-
tions of the force.

Oakville Mayor Harry

Barrell, Chairman of the
Police Commission, said,
“1t's an excellent report
and will be of preat bene-
fit because we're going to
reorganize the force on
it."”

Constable Al Ruelens,
president of the Poliee
Association said “it’s al-
right as far as it goes, but
there's a lot between the
lines."

Ruelens  noled  that
while the report men-
tioned the force's lack of
a promotion policy, il
made recommendations
to improve the situation,

“The Association has
said it's prepared to co-
operate in implementing
the report,” he said, *but
there are some thing's in
it that infringe on the
Association’s bargaining
rights and they're not
just guing lo ‘carle
blanche' something with-
el some input from the
Associalion.”

Ruelens added the best
single slep the force
could take lu improve its
situation is  an  early
relirement scheme.

CHEESE PRODUCTION

Canada produced 177
million pounds of cheddar
cheese in 1977
million pounds of special-
ty cheese,

Oakville lawyer

A 32-year-old Qakviltle
lawyer is seeking the fed-
errl New Democrat
Party nomination for the
Halton riding.

Doug Black, of Quecns
Ave, pnnotinced his inlen-
tions for the federal seat
Tuestay.

Mr. Black ran in two
previous provincial elec-
tions in 1975 and 1977,

He was defeated in both
instances by lhe present
transportatlion minister,
James Snow,

Mr. Black said in an
inlerview he will run on n
party platform and will
concern himself with
three major issues,

.seeks NDP seat

[

DOUG BLACK

1:00 p.m.
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mainly newer teachers,

said Mr. Boich, to bal-
ance the age of the staff
and keep the average sal-
ary in fine. Trustee Brad-
ley observed the board is
top beavy with exper-
ienced teachers.

There are items under
professional develop-
ment  which  do  not,
sirictly speaking, belong
there, revealed  Mr,
Priestner. "Three #tems
are not legitimately pro-
fessional developmient™.
There is a $37,575 price
tagg on the program
division, ul{ice personnel
assoviation and Jeader-
ship programs.

Usually the term pro-
fesstional  development
refers to the time taken
by teachers during the
week te upprade their
skills. Elementary
teachers have $130,000
while  the  secondary
feachers  have  $100,000
for professional develop-
ment.

The $37 400 is for "pro-
fessional  development
of principals, vice-prin-
cipils, and generally
non-¢lassroom staff,
aceording tu Mr. Boich.
The cost of this form of
professional develop-
ment goes up and down,
sajd the superintendent,
Friday.

Ahout $33,60H was to be
the saving incurred by
the board when it per-
suaded high  school
teachers ™ to lake @
SUN 000 lumip sum pay-
ment rather than a for-
mula 1o determine pro-
fessional  development
fund.

spied in the celemen-
tary schooel buglgel was a
proposed $7,000 study on
the wvalue of middle
sehwols. Acton-Esquesing

trustee  Betly  Fisher
asked  why.  Program
superintendent  itobert
Dixon  said e  staff

wauld Jike te look al the
"pay-0ff" of the present

middle schools. The
study is marked subject
to board approval,

“So you're Jooking at it
under the assumptlon
middle schools are bene-
ficial—just how bene
ficial,'* said Mrs. Fisher.

The combined elemen-
tary-high schoel cost of
psychological  services
this year is up by more
than $100,000. Most of the
money $52,026 is ear-
marked for the ele
mentary schools.

Insurance of the public
schools and contesis is
estimaled (o be $101,540
and for high schools
$113,370. "Last vyear's
price tag for insurance
was $93,683 and $104,955
respectively,

While Ouakville trustee
Jackiec Cutmare in- -
formed trustees there is
complete  surveillance
equipment in the schools
there is a.totai of sbout
$43,000 set aside for it this
year.

Milton trustee Bradle
also questioned the stafl
concerning W.L Ditk
School and Sixteen-Mile
Creek, There is some
moncy  pending,  ac
cording to the trustee,

Superintendent of
Finunce Bruce Lindley
said that in 1977 an ap-
praiser indicated the
conservation  nuthority
would straighten out the
creek, A ligure was
established, but nothing
more has been heard
from the inatter from the
conservation authority,
said Mr. Lindley.

Why have some home-
nwners seitled, and the
school board not, asked
Mr. Bradley.

Mr. Lindley indicated
he heard a rumor to the
effect the conservation
authorily might want to
gel the land for §1.

*They certainly didn't
get it for a buck from the
homeowners,”  replied
the {rustiee.
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BEAUTY SALON

IN-YOUR-HOME

HAIRSTYLING

for SENIOR CITIZENS

or those unable to -
come to the shop

16 MAIN ST. S., ACTON

853-3040

now features

® cuts
* perms
* sets

8:00 p.m.

TUESDAY
MARCH 13

Acton Legion Auditorium

FOR TRANSPORTATION PHONE 853-1868
or 853-0910

BABY SITTING AVAILABLE
This Clinic Sponsored by
A & B Supermarket

Halton Hills Furniture




