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Report from Queen’s Park

“We need the skills of the elderly’”

by Jullan Reed There has been con- phenomenon™

slderable discussion re-
M.E.P. (Halton- cently about the so-called
Hnﬂn “new North American

of

the

elderly and their role in
society. Te & great ex-
tent, this subject has be-

come one of widespread
interest because of the people 65 years of pge this figure had risen to
age-to-youth balance of andover madeupa mere nine per cent. It will

sur populations.

In the early 1900s dian population. By 1978

five percent of the Capa-  reach 2 per cent by the

year 2000. Two decades
later il is expected to ex-
cecd 20 per cent. By the

year 2031 there will be
o only three working adults
far every persott over 65,
o Whal is not a new
phenomenen—North
American or otherwise—
is the copeept that older
people have an important
contributisn to make 1o
socicly.
Throughout bistory we
find convincing prool

that mental powers Jn-
crease wilh age. Artistle
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are inlensified in lpter
years. Michelangelo was
slill producing master-
pieces at 89, Goethe com-
picted the second part of
Faust when he was B2.
Handel was still compos-
ing beautiful music and
- Longfellow was atill writ-
tng immortal poelry
when they were pasi 70.
Voltaire wrote Candide
at 65,

In our own lifetime
many older people have
achieved success and ful-
filment in what used to be
considered the twilight
years.

Winston Churchill led

World through the Sec-
ond Great War when he
was past  ‘“‘retirement
age"'. He probably re-
garded the 69 year-old
deadline as a German

conspiracy since it had
been originated by Chan-
cellor Bismarck in the
{irs! place.

At 85 Caco Chanel was
head of a fashion design
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firm. Pablo Picasso pro-
duced drawings and en-
gravings at 90. There are
countless examples in the
field of classical musle—
Stokowski, Yon Karajan,
Sir Adrign Boult, Toscan-
int, Horowitz, all well
past  relirement age,
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Leonard Bernstein is o
comparative infant al 65.

The subject of manda-
tory eetirement has been
much in the news, of
course, and in this con-
nection there has been
considerable polarization
af opinion.

We  are parlicularly
concerned about the pos-
sible infringement of in-
dividual riphts which is
invalved. Any attempt
which may be made to
remove the rights and
allernatives of people
over 63drives them inlo a
position where they are
forced 10 seek  other
rights, because our whole
sociely {s based on the
concepl of rights and
alternatives.

Let's consider first the
cconomic situntion af our
so-called senior eitizens.

Even those peeple who
have all their lives been
very thrifly and have
provided for their futures
will! have done so0 at &
Lime when Lhe dollar was
far more valuable thon it
is today. Having made
considerable sacrifices
throughout their working
lives, they have found in
many casecs that their
pensions  are  almost
meaningless. Obvlously,
something must be done
about  their financial
circumstances, their
physical well-being and
their security, '

Bul over and above
those concerns, there are
olhers to which we must
address ourselves,

Merely by reason of
having flived a goodly
number of years, these
people  have acquired
iremendous  knowledge,
wisdom and understand-
ing, from which we can
all benefit. They can con-
tribute te the guidance
and stability which our
whale society so desper-
ately needs. But they
cannot du this if they are
segregated, ‘pul out to
pasture™ or forced lv be
almast  totally preocc-
cdpied with their own
brsic needs.

We  have incredibly
complex problems today.
Enarmous pressures are
brought to bear on indi-
viduals and on govern-
ments. Just as we need
the talents and abilities
of our young people many
of whom are {rusirated
hecause of high unem-
ployment and lack of op-
portunity, so do we need
the talenis and abilities

¥ of our older citizens.
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