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e is rendying for a trek to Winnlpeg to witness the

total eclipse of the sun, Monday merning. The next total eclipse In North America

will be 2017, Ray iIs an astronomy enthusiast and spends almost every clear night

gating at the stars.

by Helen Murray

A 15yearold RR, 1,
Limehouse youth Is head-
ing out to Winnipeg Sun-
day to witness the total
eclipse of the sun, the last
one [or this coniinent in
this century.

Ray Mucller, a grade
10 student at Acton high
school is heading west
with the Royal Asiron-
omical Society of Canada
for the less than three
minuie spectacular. The
group arrives in Winni-
peg where they will visit
¢ planetarium, and then
head out for Lundar,
about 65 miles north of
the city where they will
walch the site.

Brandon Maniteba,
Hay explains, is the hest
spot in Canada to walch
it, but that particular trip
cost more maney, just to
watch the eclipse for ane
second longer, For o high
school student, it wasn'l
feasible,

The next time there
will be a totnl eclipse
anywhere in North
America will be August
21, 2017. Any cne particu-
lar location on Earth
experiences a  lotal
cclipse only about once
every 360 years, with this
area seeing one 15 years
ago. Ray doesn'l remem-
ber that eclipse, and did
want to wait until 2017 to
se¢ the next one.

According to a poster
put out by the Royal
Ontario Museum, "an
eclipse of the Sun occurs
when the Moon in its orbit
nbout the Earth poasses
between' the Earth and
the Sun. Because nll
ihree bodies are approx-
imately in line, the
shadow of the Moon {alls
on the earth. Although
the Moon is smaller than

the Sun it is much closer
to the Earth, and as a
result, it appears from
Earth tg be the same size
as the Sun, From inside
the Meoon's shadow, the
Moon seems to cover the
Sun and a total elcipse is
seen,”

"“This eclipse” the pos-
ter continued "'is particu-
lary notewarthy as It is
the last total eclipse visi-
ble rom North America
lhis century, Although
the area of the total
eclipse does not include
highly populated reglons
of Ontario, the partial
eclipse will be visible
over the entire province
as well as virtvally all of
North  America. The
{arther o location is away
from the Path of Totality,
the smaller the aren of
the sun that will be
covered.”

Ray first became in-
terested in  astronomy
when he was nine or ten
and he visited the plane-
larium in Torontu. His
interest grew stronger
pverthe next three years,
but waned afier a while.
When he entered high
school, he "bugged' the
teachers into letting him
us¢ the school’s tele
scope. After n while, he
got one of his own, which
he uses every cloudless
night.

His interest in the stars
motivated him to form an
astranomy  club, which
has a membership of
four, including  two
adults, His fascination,
Ray admitied, has af-
fected his school work in
such a way thal he stays
up all night to waich the

stars, and finds himself

falling asleep in classes.
When he (inishes school
he would like Lo become o

-

Area youth to
watch eclipse

mechanical  drafisman,
and moybe develop parts
for 1elescopes or mounts.

. This summer, if funds
permil, Ray would like to
butld a deme in his back-
yard and purchase &
more powerful scape. He
will, he says virtually
live in the dome on
cloudless nights.

Everyihing Ray knows
about astronvmy is sell
taught. He has vrend
numerous books on the
subject, and talked lo
many knowledgeable
people in the field. He is
“sort of mesmerized'' by
the topic.

Fictional books dealing
with astronomy, such as
Lucifer's Hammer make
him laugh. Lucifer’s
Hammer is about a
comel on a collision
course with earth and
how lives are aifected
before, during and alter
the sirike.

“To people who do not
understand asirenomy, il
will appeal to their taste
because that's their first
1asle of space.” Lucifer's
Hammer could never
happen, he concludes.

In Toronlo, the partial
eclipse will not diminish
daylight significantly, as
only about 74 per cent of
the sun is covered by the
moon. In mig town
Toronto, the event staris
at 1051 a.m. Monday
morning and is all over

by 1.51,

Dr. Thomas Clarke,
associale curralor in
charge of the

McLaughlin Planetariom
cautions - that no one
should look directly at a
partially eclipsed sun
since there is a strong
risk of permanent eye
damage,

Rec. dept. applies
for youth grant

Three le could be
Emplnymfw g;f Project
Interthink this summer {f
the Halton iHills
Recreation Depariment
receives a Young Canadn
Works grant.

Council, Monday cven-
ing, gave the recreation
department permission
to apply for the $7.360
{federal granl which
would finance an in-depth
look ot the summer pro-
grams, in order to help
ensure thal resources
(Manpower and finan-
ces) are being wisely
allocated.

In & report [rom Glen
Gray, recreation dir-
ector, to the town, |l was

Inted out that last April
E?L department invited
the public to & day en
il “You and Your

Community.” The prime
objective of the day,
according to the report,
was 1o discuss the role of
the department and {hat
of communily groups
within the town.

The recreation depart-
ment, it was concluded at
the end of the day, should
be concentrating their
cfforis and resources in
the areas of co-ordination
excepl in those program
areas  where  other
providing agencies. ure
not in a position to offer
programs for the com-
munity. Mr. Gray noted
in the report, other
agencies providing pro-
grams are the libraries,
the board of education
and the YM s YWCAs.

The  objectlve ! of
Project Interthink would

include:  review  and
analysis of past and pres-
ent sumimer prog-
ramining in Halten Hills;
evaluation of needs and
desires of the residents in
relation to summer pro-
grams; analysis of res
ults and recommend-
ations {or future summer
programming in Halton
Hills.

Jne project manager
and two research tech-
nicians would be
required for 17 weeks,
commencing May 7 to
August 31.

The reporl stated that
“the agencies operating
within the town will be in
a better position to offer
services to the residents
in terms of programs
that are both wanted and
needed.
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'NEC moves forward but on reduced front

by Gearge Evashuk
The 17 member Niagara Escarpment Com-
mission has moved n step closer lo a master
plan for the escarpment but one censiderably

reduced In size.

Originally charged with producing a
master plan for the 450 miles of escarpment
from Tabermory {o Niagara Falls, an area of
1.3 million acres, the commission declded at a
recenl meeling in Toronio to reduce that area

by 62 percent.

“T's roughly the old development control
arca,” said Roy Booth, Halton Hills councillor
and member of the NEC who prepared and
presented the motion to the commission.

The original boundary was set down by the
government ‘‘before they knew what and
where was (o be planned,” Booth sald.

He added he is satisfied that the proposed
boundary, or some small modification of it,
will meet the goals and objectives of Bilf 129,
which set up the NEC in 1974,

*The proposed boundary is now flexible and
leaves (NEC}) staff the opportunity {o work
within the boundary”, Booth said.

Booth noted that

narrow while on

. the commission has
received briefs from interested groups,
municipalities, tndividuals, odvisory com-
miltees and the NEC staff.

Groups such as CONE (Coalition of the
[lingara Escarpment) and the advisory com-
miltees say that the boundaries are ioo
the other hand munici-
palitles, which have had removed direct
development control on parts of the escarp-
ment within their own boundaries, say it's too
wide, Booth said,

"I think we got a good saw up,” Booth said.
“It's not the whole (original plan) nor a very
narrow strip.”

Booth said he was ‘'a little upset” at
eriticism of NEC by CONE that the NEC
backed off and weren't fighting the people
who wanted the boundary reduced, especially
in Grey and Bruce couplies.

“But at the meetings in the north, we didn't
hear anything {rom CONE to back us up,"”
Booth said. *‘Surely they could have sup-
ported us in some way."

Under the provisions of the acl the proposed

Fa

control.

"*As we get input and there doesn't seem 1o
be sufficient reason for keeping it (any parcel
of land) then it can be considered,’” he said.
“But if we decide we don't need an area, then

plan will again be presented to the public with
a provision allowing o hearing to ¢change the
proposed boundaries. But the hearing officer
will be allowed to hear only applications to
take land out of the plan, not to put Jand back
Into the plan, a point that commissioner Lee
Symmes of rural Terra Cotla disagrees with,
*It's like a one way check valve,”” Symmes
said in an interview Monday. 't means land |,
can be taken out but no more be brought In.
“If we've made a mistoke and something
should be considered. . .then that cannot be
considered ever again.”
Symmes ndded later that it is only with a
provincial amendment that a piece of land
could be brought inte the master plan.
He would have preferred to sec all the land
left in for consideration of development

we do not plan for it."

Symmes said that areas that have been

ation,

ticn.

recommended by advisory
should be left in “at this time for consider-

commillees

Al this stage the only reason things should
be dropped out are for planning nnd technical
reasons. The political process should come in
wlhien the plan is being developed. _

He said the alleged flexibility of the
proposed plan results from the fact that no
municipal politicians will happily give up
planning contrel over an area of his jurisdie-

"1f we do the planning for an area it means

we plan it on the basis of o provineial
resource,”’ he said. The local considerations

do nol receive the same priority nor have full

contro! over planning in thal area. “Essent-
iatly the municipal

politictans woant  the

planning area reduced to the minimum."

Symmes believes the real benefits of the
plan are for the fulure generations, our chil-
dren and grandcehildren, and planning for the
escarpment should be viewed in that tight,

“But instead, the majorily looks at it the

other way."

Library

The picturesque, ar-
ched hEIdge lﬂ'w‘i;[z.r-'zx- lhe
creck in front of Aclon
Library could be discour-
aAging some older resi-
dents frem patronizing
the library, especially in
the winter.

Head librarian, Belsy
Cornwell poinled out to
the library board Wed-
nesday that the bridge is
extremely  slippery  in
winter, and several
people, including herself,
have fallen while at-
lempling o cross over il.

She said ice forms and

Weeds

Something should” be
done now with the weeds
in the ereek in front of the
Acton Library, according
to Halton Hills library
board member Norm
Elliott,

. Mr. Elliott, Acton, satd
it was a pet peeve of his
that the creck gels over-
grown with weeds, and
then people throw gar-
bage in 1l. Town work-
men have 1o come and
clean up the mess. He
snid he fell something
should be done now with
the Credit Valley Con-

Library

Acton library could be
peed for temporary shel-
ler in case of an emer-
gency bul the facility was
volunteered with some
hesitation,

Halton Hills. Library
Boord received a letler
from the Acton Red Cross
expiaining they were sel-
ting up an emergency
service. The Red Cross
requested permission to

bridge hampers elderly [}

then snow  accummu-
lates. With no proper
handrails, walking s
dangerous.

She says everyone hos
trouble on it, and she
knows some elderly
people are afraid of the
structure and will not go
lo {he library.

Aclan  representative
Norm Elliott suggested
having a prolessional
luck nt the bridge and gel
his opinien as 1o what can
Be done. He thought may-
be 4 bandrait 1o hold on,
should be installed, Ken

Riley suggested pulting il

in the capital budgel this

year 1o reconstruct il
Another Acton rep.,

Jerry Disano, said the

bridge is prelty and
cnhances the look of the
library. He would hate to
see il made flat, Mr.
Ellintt agreed.
Chairman Dick Tlowitt
suggested salt, bul Mr.
Disano peinted out that
unless the wood is spee-
ially ireated, the sall
would eal it away. Mrs.
Cornwell said she had
been told to throw sand

on the bridge afler it had
been painted hut before it
dried. This way she ex-
plained, Il would have a
rough surface. However
she pointed out, that it s
still not geing to help with
lce and snow.

Mr. Elliott suggested
installing an aceess from
Main St., and wondered
how much a concrete
Sidewalk  would cosl.

Doug Magwood sug-
gested the town engineer
be asked his opinion on
what could be done,

worry board member

seryvation Authority
rather than wait until
summer, when il s tag
lale 1o de something
about .

He suggesled dredging

and  reinforcing  the
hanks.

Chairman Dick Howitl
said last year the town
crews wanled o use a
herbicide bul found they
could nel because it
would get into the water,
which flows into Fairy
Lake, used by Beard-
more. They have, how-

ever, according to head
librarian Betsy Cornwell
found a herbicide which
has been approved by the
CVCA.

Mr. Elliot! suggesied

finding out who they
should deal with and
make an appointment

now for them to Jook at
Ihe problem in the
Spring.

Mrs, Cornwell pointed
out the creck beds are
eroding and although the
bridge is in no danger of
collapsing, the cemenl

pylons have slowly been
dissolving.

Doug Magwoed said he
thought they should be
dealing with the' town
engineer and have him
assess the preblem in the
spring.

Jerry Disano  sug-
gested the board luok into
acquiring a work crew
from Maplehurst
Currectional Cenire to
clean up lhe creek., He
explained that through
his job he has set up
many such crews,

on list for emergencies

use the library if needed,
including their kitchen
facilities. The letler ex-
plained if it was used it
would only be for & few
hours, with a chance of
overnight  accommoda-
tion,

The board hesitated to
give permission imme-
diately, as they did no
feel the library was a
very logical place to send

Snow removal

A feud is developing
between the town and the
Halton Hills library
board.

Head librarian Betsy
Curnwell told the board
Wednesday evening that
the. library stalf in both
Acton and Georgetown

B.LA. . ..

(Continued from Page 1)

He acknowledged the
only message to be taken
from the meeting is that
Acton does have o park-
ing problem.

Fellow merchants Flo
Charlebois and Alma
Swelman ogreed with
Mr. Stachyra on parking,
but they alse acknow-
ledged one of the main
points made by shoppers
during  the meeting.
There is not cnough var-
jely for consumers in
fown.

All  three merchunts
expressed the opinion
that most of the people at
the meeting came with
their minds made vp.

Mr. Stacnyra acknow-
ledged the merchants
thought they would have
more time than they re-
ceived at the meeling,
but he also said he real-
ized public meetings can
not be tied up with
presentations.

The film went on too
long, according 1o Mrs.

Swetman, Bul even if the

BIA managed to make its
presentation she said she
thought it would not have
been well recelved by the
aidience.

Mr. Stachyra, how-
ever, said he had no com-
plainls about the
management  of  the
meeting by . plannihg
board vice-chairman
Mike Armstrong.

Just where the BIA
goes {rom the meeting is
unknown. Mr. Strachyra
declined comment on the
group’'s plans.

are getling fed up with
the town's attitude to-
wiltds snow removal,

She  comgplained 1o
members tThat the back
parking lot for staff and
deliveries in Acton has
never heen plowed by the
town. 5She pointed out
that -if the lown does
clean the lot, they charge
them {or the service, As a
result, the Lbrary is
forced 1o hire a private
cuniracier, al a fraction
of the cost, The ot has.
been plugged all winter,
she said.

Mrs. Cornwell said
they have trouble getling
the lown to clear the

people. Huth  Wilson
peinted  out  cooking
facilities were limited.
She said the Legion
would be & more sensible
place for people to go,
Gther board members
suggested schools,

Norm Elliot! pointed
out that the Red Cross is
Irying to ‘establish an
inveatory of places avail-

snow from the parking lot
un the street, and the
staff is respunsible for
remaving the snow from
the sidewalk and bridge.

In Georgelown, she
sajed, stalf clears the
snow away from the side-
walk leading into the lib-
rary, but hire a young
buy ta clear the snow on
the municipal sidewalk in
front of the buijlding. Mrs.
Cornwell told the board
Lthat as soon as the boy is
linished, he snowplow
comes pasl on the street
and pushes the snow back
onlv the sidewalk.

Doug Magwood said he
gels very upsecl every-
fime he [ooks out the win-

Students raise
CanSave funds

Valentine’s Day is a
time for love. Students it
iRobert Little school ook
this  opportunity 1o
spread the love beyond
their friends, to children
they have never, and pro-
bably never will meel.

$6,222
repairs

Welcon Litd, were
awarded the contract by
Halton Hills couneil,

Monday night to carry
out renovations at Acton
arena.

Welcom Ltd. the lowest
bidder set a price of
$6,222. The second bid
was $8,800 and the third
$11,136.

The firm of Morrison,
Hershfield, Burgess and
Huggins, who prepared
the specifications will
supervise the work.

Keeping in the theme of
the Unilted Nations, Year
uf the Child, each class
decorated the room with
a Save the Children
Valentine tree. In addi-
tion to, or instead of ex-
changing Valenlines, the
children were asked to
help CanSave children in
30 countries around the
world.

The money, which was
carned by the children,
for chores at home was
brought te school to be

~denated 1o the fund. In

exchange {or their dona-
tion the children made
and hung a Valenline
heart, with their name on
il, on the classroom (ree.

Ench heart on the tree
significd the child has
helped a CanSave Child
and has shared their
Valentine love.

Acting principal, Larry
Ciglen, said the school
raised 520490 for the
CanSave fund.

able in town, and alk
thaugh the Isabel Watson
room Is just 8 carpeted
space, il is better than
nothing. "I don't see any
harm In letling them put
us down,”’ he said, noting
lhey would be far down
on the list.

Head librarian Betsy
Cornwell was instructed
l¢ respend to the letier.

irks librarian

dow -of the school in
which he is principal and
sees several town work-
men working on the out-
door rink at McKenzie-
Smith middle school in
Aclon.

“"Every day lhey are
out there,” he said. “H
they cannot take ten min-
utes 1o plow municipal
land, they shouldn't be
working un the riok."”

*“If we want to beal the
Russians al hockey, we
have lo encourage the
kids,”  joked Norm
Elliott,

Mrs. Cornwell pointed
oyl the Jibraries are
owned by the library
board and not the town,
according to couneil, thus
the mainlenance respon-
sibilities lic on their
shoulders, not. the
municipality's.

e L ¥

Halton Iliits head librarian Hetsy Cornwell showed the libravy board araund
Georgetown faclitles last Wednesday. Board members Jerry Dlsano (partially

hidden}, Norm Ellloit and Dick Howltt thack to cameral withessed overcrowding,
leaking cellings and old furniture,

Gzowski’s spring tonic
Rockwood boo

Peter Gzowski's latest
book, "Spring Tonic" is
te be launched nationnlly
with a special evening in
Hockwood lown hall this
Friday night, to which
ecveryone is invited.

Nutionally known
writer and broadcaster,
Gzowski edited the
publication which con-
tains a colleclion of
writings about spring
which he picked from
many Canadian writers
such as W.0. Mitchell
and Margaret Abwood.
Alse among contribulors
are Free Press columnist
and author Jennifer Barr
and Elmira publisher
Carol Verden.

Jannifer Barr

Jennifer Barr is well
known locally fur her col-
wmn Sideroad 5 and fea-
tures she has done [or
The Acton Free Press,

k launch

She has alsu published a

" book **And the Lord rode

a orkey™.

(:zowski has the talents
of three well known
Itockwood residents 1o
help him launch his book
which he describes ns a
“'panacca {or winter dol-
drums—a large bottle of
(:zowski's elixir',

Th re's no admission
charge for the evening
and no obligation 10 buy
the 208 page book, well
illustrated with color,

Entertaining  will be
the Green Fiddle Morris
Dancers  from  local
points and as far away as
Toronto and the Sunhine
Boys {rom Roeckwood.

Night lectures are favored

The  Universily of
Waterlou is pleased with
the response of a survey
1hey conducted in Halton
Hills concerning night
classes offered in buth
Acton and Georgelown.

A letter, senl to the
Halton Hills Library

Baoord pointed out they

had over 240 responses to
the survey in favor of
evening lectures. The
mast popular night for
the classes was Tuesday
and Wednesday, the let-
ter said, with Monday
and Thursday close be-
hind.

“Some people,” ac-
cording lo iead librarian
Betsy Cornwel], “ex-
pressed inlerest in Satur-
day evenings.” She joked
“Are things that bad in
Hallon Hills?"

mrs. Cornwell said the

I
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Hearts of Robert Little students wenl out to others
who are less fortunnte than themselves., On
Valentine's Day the children brought in money to be

Acton Librory was equip-
ped fur the lectures

whenever lhey could be
the

scheduled, bul

Georgetown Library was
a problem every nighl
but Monday, which was
nel a preferred day.

LDC grants bid

on Third Line

Halton  Hegion Land
Division Commitlee
{ LDC) recenlly granted o
severance o an Aclon
man the second time
around.

The commitlee agreed
lo sever a lol on the Third
Line, north of Aclon high
schoaol. The lot, with a
frontage of 123 feel, be-
longs to Ed McMullen, 97
Bower Ave.

The remaining 1ot size
is substandard, a point

J'{...- ‘:._.,.. ...-i‘a

micie by the committee,

CI'he fiest application, in
November, would bave
hoth lois non-conforming
and  variances  would
have heen nceded, ac-
cording to LDC member

Tom Marshall., The re- -

drawing of the plan
makes one lol conform 1o
slandards.

The second lol must

pass  examination by
Committee  of  Adjust-
moent.

donated to CanSave and bought a heart for & heart
tree. Linda Wayne, Melinda Stuckless and Kevin
Cripps admire the tree In thelr clasaroom.
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