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All around ihe world thousands of boya and girls are ct!thrntlng Stuilt and
Gulde Week with many speciol evenls. For more than 70 years, milllons have

passed through Scouls and Guides and thelr younger counterparts, (o become
healthy, learned indlviduals, Aclon, as small as the town Is when compared to

One Hundred and Fourth Year-No. 34.

Town hall question

goes before council

Representatives of the
Acton Town Hall Restor-
ation Committee will
appear --before Halton
Hills general committee
next Monday in a bid for
funds to go towards
restoring the old town
hall.

Vice-chairman of the
committee, Doug Fread
lold the Acton Free Press
over %9300 hnd been
ralsed in pledges in the
past few months, with
-some coming  from
former Acton residents
now living in Toronto. In
addition, he sald, the
Acton Rotary Club, the

IODE and the Chamber
of Commerce have writl-
en lo council expressing
their support in the pro-
ject.

Pledges can still be
made at Swetman Shoes,
ur with committee mem-
bers  George  Elliolt,
Yvonne Rosenquist and
Lou Charlebois.

if the commitiee can
raise $50,000, Mr. Fread
sald, and the town is
willing to glve 'a sub-
stantin]l donation, grants
will be available from the
Ontario Heritoge Found-
ation and Wintarloe.
Patrick Celes, o London,

as .pl..-l. LD

the rest of the wurld has put cut 1is share ol fine men and women. Inr:ludr:d are,
lell to right, Brownle Adrienne Kovacs, Gulde Sandra Bendicks, Beaver An-
drew McVelgh, Venturer Eddie Hlﬂﬁer, scout Andrew Ferguson, and Cub
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Kenneth Philips.
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Ontario, architect puts
the totn]l cosis of re

-storation, both interior

and exterior, at $236,000.

The  Chamber of
Commerce, at thelr last
meeting, voted and
agrecd that, “in the event
of restoration of the town
hall, the Chamber of
Commerce will take
responsibllity of main-
lenance and lease of its

" gperations,” according to

president Jake Kulken,

In the meantime, the
town hall, once a meeting
piace for happy occas-
ions, sits emply after
being declared “unsafe”

Noise buffering for
Highway 25 - Wallace Fox shot

The 11.5 acre parcel of
land on Highway 25
between the railroad
iracks oand  Wallace
Sireet Acton, must have
noise and sight buflering
from the industrinl area,
according to the Ministry
of Housing,

The Iland; being
developed as housing by
Nerth  Halton  Real
Estate, has no require-
ment for bulfering al
present. The application
for rezonlng from m»
dustrial to residential is

before the Ministry nf :

Housing al prescnl.
Councittor Roy Booth
contended it was up to the
residentia] developers to
do the bulfering, rather

than any future industry.
“'If we say do this and do
that indusiry will say
they wili go somewhere
else."

Clerk  Administrator
Ken Richardson sald the
town already has control
in part under Sectlon 35A
of the planning Aect.

Councillor Marilyn
Serjeantson agreed the
developer should do the
buffering since it is his
land that is being re
zoned,

Counclllor Ed Wood
said the project had been
on the way for five years
and he didn’t want to see
it held up any longer. He
said W ony more ilems
are asked of the

k
developer he doubted if
he could carry on.

Councillor George
Maltby asked who owned
the abutling land and was
told it was Diston. “So
the land is not up for sale
ot this time,” he com-
mented,

The town agreed to add
a statement requiring
bullering between the re-
sidences and the abutting
Iand, and said new in-
dustrial development
within 400 feet of the
lands would be subject to
a development agree
ment.

Counecillors Les Duby,
Roy Booth and Waller
Biehn opposed the mot-
fon.

Five members of the Legion Ladles Auxlliary could put
Cdlonel Sanders out of business, Lelt to right, Doris
Filzner, Syliva Foley, Rulh Courtney, Geace Townsley

ahd Anne Fitzner worked hard behind the scenes to
cook fried chicken at the Leglon lamily picole, See
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Most at meeting
want new plaza

A forest of exposed palms indicated favor with the
proposed Zehc's store and plaza on the east end of
town at last week's public meeting of Halten Hills

Planning Board.

Most of the approximately 300 people voted with
raised arms in faver of the plaza praposal. About 30

people opposed the p
The public meeting o

for one reason or anolher.
the high school Wednesday

was {o be a sounding board of opinion by planning
board. The board is to hear at least ane more
presentation next week, and a decision is expected
by town planner Mario Venditli towards the end of

March.

There were about twice as many peaple who said
they favored the plaza than those who spoke against
the proposal during the two hour meeling.

Some people came to the mecting wilh their
minds made up. A provincial ministry of housing
official, Mirko Lakoseljac, said he was asked which
side he was on—before the meeting in the cafeleria
started. There were men and women standing at the
back of the room and near the door throughout the

mecting.

Same people who identified themselves as being
in favor of the project, at the corner of Highway 7
and Churchill Road South, also levelled charges
against downtown merchants.

“This town has deteriorated because of the
parking,”” Halph Denny an R.R. 2, Acton resident

said.

“It's not weorth coming to town to shop, boys,

cause I'm not walking halfway home with the
groceries,” Mr. Denny lives on Highway Seven near

- the Fourth Line.

Lack of parking places for downtown shoppers
was Lhe larget of many barbs while the stores’
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A rabid fox was shot

and killed by Anthony

Willtamson on his farm
near Acton High Schoal,
Thursday.

An Animal Control Unit
member, from Lime-
house, cautinned the high
school about the incident.
The unit removed the fox.

Two dogs and o cow
had to be destroyed last
November after con-
tracting rabies. Foxes, a

pup and an adult, were

spotted in the area north
of the curling club. One
animal was scen by o
police sergeant.

Sunday what is thought
to be a rabid fox es-::aped
north after it failed to get
inside a dog pen at an
R.R. 2 Norval home,

Ins:de
Edit:rn!: —

Duby back

Councillor Les Duby
made his first appear-
ance at council, Monday

night after a
illness,

He was weleomed back
by Mayor Peie Pomeroy
and had a warm hand-
shake from every coun-
¢illor in the room.

He spid he was still
taking it easy, but fell

“pretty good",

lengthy

Council urges
3 year term

Elected officials shou!d
have a three year lerm of
office, instead of the pre-
senl lwo, in areas where
regional government has
been established, Halton
Hills ecounecil decided,
Monday night.

(Only Councillors
Walter Biehn and Ross
Knechiel oapposed the
motion backing a resolu-
tion from the Region n[
Peel.

The Peel resolution
asked the Ministry of
Intergovernmental
Affairs 1o  introduce
legislation implementing
the {hree year term.

It poinled out munici-
pal government is in-
cereasingly complex with

leng term implications .

far residents, and
suggesied the higher cost
of eclectioncering every
iwoe years could Hmit
local politics to  the
wenlthy,

Councillor Hoy Boeoth
argued a two year lerm
does not give new coun-
** gillors time to become
really acquainted with
town malters, before it's
time to face an clection.

MNo other comment was
made as the motion was
approved,

Aim for maximum 5% tax hike

A determined effort to keep any tax in-
crease for town p this year lo a
maximum of five per cent is being made by

Halton Hills council. |

Monday night, at the insistence of Coun-
cillor Walter Biehn, & 3122,000 storm sewer

project on Stevens Crescent was cut out of the
drnﬂ'. capital bisdget. The town's share of this
cost would be $61,000 with the other half a pro-
vinclal subsidy.

The budget committee, headed b:,r Coun-
cillor Harry Levy followed town policy using
the pay as-you-go basis, incurring no deben-
ture debt.

To reach the goal of taking $725,000 from the
operating budget to cover capital items, the
budget must be pared by $75,000, Levy ex-

plained. The cutting of Stevens Crescent.

storm sewers, an amount of $61,000 has
helped zut further cuts will be made.

Cuts already made reducing the draft
budget from $989,409, include the deletion of
work on Charles, Churchlll, and Bard Lane &t
a town cost of ¥73,000, the paper mill dam ice

and fiood control at $28,000, ceniral works
yard at $40,000, two riding lawn mowers at
$8,000 and two trucks at $20,000.

Levy painted out the education and regional

taxes will be on tap of the lown laxes. He said

many items had to go and more will have to
go in order to be realistic.

Before his successful bld for the cut,
Councillor Walter Biehn questioned the addi-
tlon of Stevens Crescent storm sewers, when
cuts were belng made in other places. He said
he knew of no complaints {rom the area.

Councitlor Roy Booth asked why Charles,
Churchill Crescent and Bard Lane at a town
cosat of $73,000 was cut, then Stevens Crescent
at a town cost of $61,000 was added. ,

Levy replied over the past two years no
road work had been done in Ward Four..

Booth said he understood all the engineer-
ing work has been dene on the Churchill-
Charles-Bard area, but no engineering has
been done on Stevens Crescent,

Engineer Bob Austin, when questioned,
said the Churchill-Bard area was the last year

of a four year program in the area. He said
Stevens Crescent may be more functional. He
said if Stevens Crescent is done this year the
engineering would have (o be done by a con-
sultant, He said engineering in the Bard Lene-
Churchili-Charles nrea ts completed.

Blehn pointed out Stevens Crescent was
never in the budget and should be cut. “This
business of ward politics I lind disagreeable.”

- He moved Stevens Crescent be dropped.

Councillor Russ Miller agreed, and
suggested the contention no road work in
Ward Four was a parochlal attitude. He
reminded council the Metcalfe ravine would
cost almost a million dollars over theee years,
and would be pald by everyone in the lown.
“Sooner or later the taxes have to level off:
peaple in the rural areas have had their taxes
doubled since regional government,”™

Levy argued the cuts shiould be made where
ng provincial subsidy meney would be lost,

Booth countered that the subsidy on
Charles-Churchlll and Bard Lane which was

taken out was $73,000 and Stevens Crescent
which was put in had a $61,000 subsidy.

Councillor John MeDonald said he was
disillusioned at the ward pelitics in drafting a
budget. “Werk should be done on a priority
basis no matter where it is.'"

Biechn and Miller contended the town should
not s Td money just because subsidies are
availabl

Pomeroy said it would be better if the pro-
vincial government cut subsidy allocalions
the same amount {o all municipallties.

Councillor George Maliby said as a Ward
Two representative he fell the two garhuge
packers could be cut. He said he (eels it is
wiser to cut items the town is paying 100 per
cent of the cost as cpposed to those they are
only paying 50 per cent. He said the operaling
budgei, still to be drafted may have further

cuis to be made.

Levy comnmenled, “the committee witl go
back and attack the draft budget some more,
now we have council direction.
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Nurses

‘want

40%

An almosl 40 per cent
hike in wages and
benefits 18 being sought

* by Halton's public health

and registered nurses.
Although a news black-
out has been imposéd on
negotintions {or the 1979
1980 contract, a copy of a
confidentinl report by
personnel director
Dengis Camm- was
leaked to the press.
Halton .  Reglon
curtently employs 15
registered nurses ear-

ning between $13,020 and”

$14,920 and 34 public
health nurses earning
between  $14,230  and
$16,130, according Lo
reports.

The snlary and benefit
package talals a 39.5 per
cent  incrense.  Negotp
ations are also underway
on some Ron-monetary
issues which were not
revealed in the report.

The salary increases .

will add a reported
$299,000 to the regional
budget. :

The nurses are also
secking changes in the
dental plan, five weeks
holidays after eightl years
instead of alter 22 years,
and a revised formuln for
mileage which could end
up glving nurses who use
their cars on the job
about 40 cents n mile.

sminds,"”

focilities also took o licking. "“We're fed up with the
little dinky things downtown,” complained Mrs.
Fritz Dehaanof R.R. 2.

Walter Gosbury drew on his knowledge of Zehrs'
store at Elmlra. He said the business situation
improved there, in spile of the fact, or-because of
the food store. He went on to say Zehrs would im-
prove business here, too. Mr. Fosbury also sald
Actan’s business area is not as good as in the early
13405,

Developer Jerry Sprackman of Landawn Shope
ping Centres told the gathering he is proposing a
Zehrs plus eight relail stores with room for ex-
pansion, “We also believe in proper planning,” Mr.
Sprackman said,

Mr7Sprackman said constltants have indicaled a
Zehrs store can do well in Acton without adversely
affecting the downtown. He invited people to check
on the effect of his previous projects at Alliston and
Bolten. Mr. Sprackman has & conditional nffer on
the cight and a half area site.

Many of the people at the meeting were hunded &
two-page document litled Acton Shopplng Centre,
One part of the paper from the developer, slates
studies indicate a strong market for development
and "a nominal economic impact on existing
facilities.""

The Zehrs plaza may close one of the existing
supernarkets, admitted Mr. Sprackman,

In the public part of the mecting Anna Coniglio
echoed bne of the charges made by Mr. Sprackman
against the Business Improvement Area (BIA ), She
said the BIA, which receives a special tax, is using
that money to fight the plaza, rather than improve
the downtown.

BIA chairman Henry Stachyra drew cries of
“where” from the crawd when he sald “"We've
outlets from Crewsons Corners to Churchill Road."

Giving background to lhe meeting he said council
ruled ngainst giving time for the BIA to make a
market study. The BIA, he said, welcomes com-
petition, - However, he encouraged such develep-.
ments as Zehes downtown where there are exisling
SCrvices.

The BIA then presented a film which described in
detail the purpose of the provincial program.

However, when the BIA soon after wanted to show
some colored slides, the meeting chairman in-
formed Paul Nielsen, that his time was up,

Mr. Nielsen, spenking for the BIA, managed to
indicate the effect an the business communily of the
proposed plaza. “'There are people who say while
we can still show a reasonably good balance sheet,
let's gel out." He, like later merchants, indicated
there is land for sale downtown,

"You've been speaking for about 35 minutes. It's
now time for people to spenk,” Councillor Arm-
strong said. The ruling was greeted with applause.

Mr. Armstrong also directed. an architect,
Elizabeth Davidson from Teronto, to make her
submission to the planning board clerk rnther than
taketime in the public meeting.

One woman indicated she favered the plaza, in
part, because of the jobs it would create for young

people.

“It's we people in Acton that are concerned.
We're paying out taxes, so give us something for it,"
Ruth Findley said.

While some merchants at the meeling spoke
against the plaza proposal there were some others
residents who slded with them,

Long-time resident Vic Bristow said he belleved
the downtown business men are doing a good job.
He countered much of the criticisin concerning.
prices in town and distances people claimed they
had to walk from the shops to their cors,

“Mr. Sprackman made a good, smooth and
convincing presentation—te impressionable
Mr. Bristow said. He conlinued by saylng
the plaza may use the balance of the sewage
treatment capacity [eft in the plant. *'The peaple of
Acton will pay for sewage expansion, not Sprack-
mat."’

Deborah Sankey, R.R. 4, opposed the plaza. She
also recognized the parking problem in town, but
went on to say she has never been without a parking
space within a block of her destination or behind the
IGA stare. She observed the results of the plaza at
Milton—rather than strengthening the business-
core, it caused a shift. Within a period she thoughit
residents should give the locat merchants a chance,

Mike Franklin, Duby Rond, said there is o
tremendous amount of popular support at the
meeting which he said was probably more a con-
demnation of the downtown rather than support for
the plaza.,

Parking critics won't
use plaza B.l.A. says

Critic's of Acton's lack
of parking spaces dld not
seem to bolher Business
Improvement Aren
(BIA} chalrman Henry
Stachrya during last
Wednesday's public
mecting at the high
schogl. He even went as
far as to later*mgake a
prediction about them,

open air plaza |3 obsolete

“The only thing that
by to-dny's standards

bugs me is the people

who said they wanted a
plaza won't end up using
it,” Mr. Stachyra said
Tuesday,

Why? Because the
20,000 square feel! of
space offered by
developer Jerry Sprack-
man |s not large and an

sajd the BIA chairman.

What is being offered is
not much of an improve-
ment. - Ele:, indicated
Mr. Stac prefer
enclosed l’[lﬂ"ﬁ because
going to them amounts to
an outing.

(Continued on Fage 3)

Most of the 300 residents at last Wednesday’s public meeting at the high school
voled in favor of a new shopping plaza.




