by Jeanifer Rowe
Music lessons at Watson's. A familiar memory for
many people in Acton. Now In their 26th and final
year in business, the Watsons estimate they have
Instructed well over 1,000 students in music.

Edwin Watson began hls musical career early in
life. As a young boy living in Nassagaweya, just off
the highway between Acton and Rockwood, Edwin
studied musical theory and played by ear until he
completed elementary school,

At the age of 14 he joined his family on the farm
and let hia music lapse. During this time he played
the plano in o smali orchestra at parties. “'Before
the days of electronic instruments, an orchestra
was a violin or a harmonica and a piano."

At the age of 21 he became ill with pollo and was
unable toreturn to a life on the farm. It was then he
decided to tnke wp music seriously, It was le
become his way of life,

In 1938 Edwin married and he and his wife
Fiorence taught private lessons to ehildren. For six
years he laught music with the East and West
Flamboro school board.

It was after giving up teaching that Edwin and his
wife commuted (rom their Guelph Line home to
open the only music stare in Acton. Their first loc-
ation in 1851 was where Larry's House of Buys now
stands. Mr. Watson explalned that he had no prev-
fous business experience and was the only music
store from Guelph to Toronto,

After hours and on Saturdays, Edwin and
Florence Watson taught musie lessons to countless
children and adults. “'I once taught a man old
enough to be my grandiather.” Mr, Watson said.

In the late 1950's, Edwin began to play the plpe
organ at Eden Mills United church. The church had
ptcked up the organ from & Jewish Synagogue, soon

| Music lessons at Watson’s p

One Hundred and Fourth Year-No. 32,

to be demolished, and Edwin had worked many long
heours trying toinstall the organ inthe church.

It wae at this time that he had to buckie down and
texch himself to read musie. Mr. Watson sald that
as a child he had an exceptionally good ear and
never needed to look at a music book.

"I 1 heard a fune once then [ could listen and play
it without ever looking at a note.”’ hesaid.

Mr. Wotson played the organ at Eden Mills
church for 18 years but had to give it up four years
agodue to failing health,

Although they were kept busy through teaching,
instructing lessons and running a store, Edwin and
Florence still found the time to raise five children.

.One of their sons lives in Guelph, one {n Kitchener

and two in Beleville. Their enly daughter Lenora is
married and llves in Acton. Mrs, Vickery has
followed in her father’s footsteps and is now a music
teacher at Brookville school,

Through his years as a teacher, Mr. Walson said
he found that musical talent does follow a peculiar
pattern, “'"Through the yvears I have found that mus-
ical talent comes out quite strang every third gen-
cration. In my travels around the schools I have
observed and studied and [ound this to be quite true,
Ican't account for it, but it does happen.' he sald.

In his own family the musical talent has spread
through to his daughter and two of her three sons.
“Wade and Jamie are quite good at playing the
guitar,” Mr. Watson sald. Al of the Watson's child-
ren played the piano sometime during their child-
hood. '
Through his 40 years of teaching Mr. Watson has
found that private lessons are the most valuable to
the student. “In all these years we have never had
class lessons, always private. The only thing
students pick up in group lessons are what the other
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1t has becn five years since Edwin Watson played
the pipe organ at Eden Mills United Church. As this
reporter found out, he hasn't lost his touch. After 26

studenls don't know."

Mr. Watson said that guitars were scarce during
the 1920s and organs were a church instrument. Mr.

Watsaon said he built one of the first electre gultars.

art

years of business at Wailson's Musie, Edwin and his
wile Florence are closing up shop.

Photo by Jennifer Rowe

The idea for a guitar, which he is presently
refinishing, came from the days when he listened to
Alvina Roy on the radie in 1327. *I had never seen
the guitar, but 1 listened to the sound on the radio
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and designed it from the knowledge I had of the
gullar and the sounds I had heard," The guitar Mr.
Waltson built with the help of a friend, who designed
the amplifier, sounds similar to a pipe organ,

Ten years ago the Watson's moved o their pres-
ent home on Victoria Ave., Acton. At this time he
took over the motor license vehicle business. He
gave up the business a year and a half ago.

For six years, while his wife ran the store, Mr.
Watson worked for Keates Organ Company. It was
he who lound cut and informed Mr, Keates about the
avalloble rentnl space in Acton, Keates s now
located in the Beardmore Industrial building.

His work with organs has included installation of
the United church organ in Acten and Eden Mills,
the Ebenzer church and helping to install the
Christian Reform organ,

Commenting on the musical sounds of today Mr.
Watson found it difficult to name a modern day
artist with real musical talent. He {cels there are
very f{ew real good guitar players. 'They make
noises not musie, and neise s not musie.”

He said that whenever he hears a band he llstens
with a crilical ear. The Acton Citlzens’ Band is a
good band which works on the qualily of their
musle, something that is becoming -increasingly
rare today, according to Mr, Watson.

Mr, Watson feels that the musicians of today are
letting the quality be sacrificed for the volume.
“Volume is a part of music but not all of it."" he said.

Mr. Watson referred to the Beatles as good musie-
ians but their style lacked soul. "“The music today
covers up the soul with noise." :

From his own experience, Mr. Watson has found
music to be a natural ability that must be educaled.
*'If someone had natural ability and gets the proper
training then they can become accomplished, If the
talent goes uneducated then it is wasted."

Threats of ejection from the council
chamber and an actual order to the clerk
adminlstrator to escort Henry Joseph,
consultant for Landawn Shapping Centre
from the meeting, created a shortlived but
heated scene at Monday night's meeting of
Halton Hills council.” ™™~ o '

The eruption began when a letier from
Ron Burnett, on behalf of the Acton
Business Improvement Area, asked that a
public meeting scheduled for Februnry 14,
in Acton, be postponed to the end of March.

Just as discussien got underway, spec-
tators called cut “*We're from Acton, we
should be heard.”

Jerry Sprackman of Landawn Shopping
Centre sald the public should be allowed to
talk, *“You promised 300 people they would .
be allowed to talk,” said Sprackman.

Joseph sald they were asked to come to

and they should be heard.
down or get out,
escort him out,

Finally Joseph sat down.

the public meeting February

from the audience.

Silver for Kevin
A series of triple jumps by Brian Orser was all that stood In the way of figure
skater Kevin Parker n his bld for the Canadlan Junlor Men's Championship.
Kevin, an Acton High School student, led OQraer heading into the final freeskating
program bul dropped to second in the final standlngs. For story page B,
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the meeting by the clerk administratlon

He insisted and kept talking despite
Acting Mayor Roy Booth telling him he
was out of order. Finally Booth said sit

“Joseph remained fitahﬂing; At this ];;uint
Booth asked the clerk adminlstrator to

When the meeling calmed down, Coun-
cillor Mike Armstrong said council had
made o commitment to the people to have
14. He sald if
the cansultant is not going to be ready it
has nothing to do with the public meeting.

Councillor Marilyn Serjeantson sald she
too ngreed the meeting should go shead as
planncd, but was upset with the comments

Noisy scene at council
but plaza meeting still on

Councillor Walter Biehn opposed the

. February 14 date. He said "we are just

stores."

golng to get people saying they want more

Councillor Ross Knechtel sald it is not

.. the function of council to imit competition,
but it is their function to-gee & plon of the
commmunity is fensible. He said he had no

objection to the meeling going ahead as
planned. He pointed out a commitment

had been made and misunderstanding
would result from any postponement.

Booth said he was upsel by the outbursts
from the proposed developers, but felt the
meeting should go ahead. “An eleventh
hour change would enly be stalling."

On the vote to poestpone the meeling only
Councillor George Maltby and Harry Levy
werein faver, 5o the meeting will go ahead
on February 14.

& Sheridan opens

first course here

For the flrst time
Sheridan College is of-
fering a course to, be
taught In Acton.

The course,
starts In two weeks, is tit-
led Building Better
Helatlonships. Acton
resident Peter Marks is
in charge of the course
which is aimed at giving

practical and proven
keys to  encourage
greater understanding

within a voriety of family
relationships.

Some of the topics to be
covered are: ways to
reduce stress, anxiety
and depression, how to
enrich a maorriage by
resolving conflicts, plan-

which

ning family goals and
values, how to encourage
responsible behavior in
children. .

Acton Trinity United
Church is co-operating
with Sheridan College in
sponsoring Lhe ejght to
len week course. The
course is held Wednesday
evenings in the church.

Mr. Marks is a director
of the Guelph Marriage
and Family Life Associa-
tion as well as being a
consultant with  the
Addiction Research
Foundation. He is also &
former lown councillor.

For information and
registration contact
Acton Community
services Centre 853-3310.

Thieves grab
church money

Thieves gol away with
$350 in coliection at St.
Joseph's Church in the
carly alternoon. Thieves
pried open & storage box.
The money was in small
bills and change.

About $120 in cash was
also stelen over the
weekend during a break
and entry at St. Joseph's
school. Entry was gained
into the building by
breaking a window,

Monday one of the
doors on the slde of
Morse Pro Hardware
was tampered with. No
enlry was gained,

Police are also check-
Ing the thelt of a $250

-Homelite chaln saw from

an H.R. 1 nursery and
firewood bhusiness last
wWeek,

A window screen was
removed and the window

WW""“""'““ opened, however, entry

into & Nelson Court home
appears not Lo have been
made Saturday,

Police continue to
investigate into another
case of a bouncing
cheque. This one invelves
an Urangeville person
and the Foodland Store
on Mill Sireet.

Fraud in the form of
NSF cheques here and in
Georgetown sparked a
continuing investigation
by Halton Regional
Police last week,

Cheques for $356.23 and
$40.92 were passed at the
Jewellery and Home
Hardware late last year
while more recently two
cheques amounting to
more than $137 were
passed at the United Co-
Op Store in Goergelown.

An  Aclon resident
reported the thelt of his
car Lo police.
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Halton Hiills Recreation Directer Glen Gray (left) and Mayor Peter Fliness week will kick off February
Pomeroy are limbering up and doing thelr exercises to kelp publicize
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Row, row, row your boat . . .

Halton Hills’ {lrst annual Fliness Week from Februory 18 to 25,
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: 18 with a Reglonal Winter
Carnival ot Kelso and special events in both Acton and Georgetown.
Photo by GORD MURRAY

Chamber told

Group effort key to saving downtown

Immediate action and
a group effort by mer-
chants of downtown
Acton are what i re-
quired to save the ares,
according to Chamber of
Commerce guest speaker
Boris Shean.

S?eaking at the Cham-
ber's annual meeting,
Mr. Shean told the group
that the detertoration of
the downtown area In
Acton is stmilar to that of
many other small com-
munities. Mr. Shean
revealed in his spcech the
findings of a grade 12
marketing ond a grade 13

geography class during a
survey for the Chomber

in the fall of 1978,

From the facts pre-
sented in the survey, Mr.
Shean drew conclusions
i his speech and gave
recommendations for a
better, more unified
Acton, ;

Mr. Shean told the nud-
icnce of the need for an
anchor store in the down-
town area. In the mean-
time, he appealed to the
merchantis to make ol of
downtown & drawing
card. Mr. Shean sug-
gested creating a mall
atmosphere through the
use of trees, lights, con-
trolled parking and com-
mon signs and awnings.

“Create o mall image
while retaining the
charm of ‘old’” Acton.” he
gald,

Mr. Shean said the sur-
vey concluded that

people like the conven-
icnce of shopping locally,
Other fringe benefits in-
cluded with local shop-
ping are friendliness and
persenal service.

People completifig the
survey were dissatisfied
with the wvariety and
prices of local slores.
“Price is still a greatl
molivater. To  keep
people in town, compele
with out-of-lown prices,
Let's odd competitive
prices o our image,”
Shean said,

He also suggested that
merchants examine their

Boris Shean

present advertising pro-
groms to be sure they are
getting the most effective
coverage and results,
Mr. Shean
mended merchants be-
come involved with local
groups and services that
new Actonlans are likely

recom-

to come in contact with,
as well as creating some
themselves.

Business Improvement
Area president
Stachyra, told The Free
Press he was exlremely
pleased with the speech
by Mr. Shean. “We (the

ward for
development

Henry

Inlandmnewspa'pers
capture 22 awards

The Brampton Guardian has the.

Sisler newspapers of this
newspaper, owned by Inland
Publishing Co. Limited, are winners
of 22 awards in the Ontario Weckly
Newspapers Association’s
(0. W.N.A.) Better Newspaper
Compctition.

Leading the way 1s  The
Mississauga News, winner of six
awards including best aver-all
newspaper in class 7, Ontario's
largest circulation group for
newspapers over 16,00L,

Other awards for The Mississauga

" News in its class are; best sports

pages, best local advertising, best
classified advertising, and in the
Premier awards category, best
phato layout and best speclal edition
(6,501 and over). All newspapers
enter Lhe Premier competitions.

QOshawa This Week is third in the
same closs capluring four awards.
Included are best composition and
layout, best editorial page and best
tabloid front page in the Premicr
division,

best front page and  best
nhotography in the same class,

B.LA.) are locking [for-
additienal
in down-
town. We have added
parking and awnings, His
speech gave us the en-
couragement Lhal we
were an the right track,”

(Continued on Page 3)

The Geargetown Independent is -

the best newspaper in Closs 5
(eirculation 6,501 to 10,000) with five
awards. In addition to best aver-atl,
Georpetown Independent has the
best cditorial page, best sports
pages, best clossified advertising
and best news and fealure.

The Milton Canadian Champion is
third in this class.

The Newmatket Era is third in -

Class 6, {circulation 19,001 1o 16,000},
It alsv wins best {ront page, best
classified advertising and in the
Premier division, champion
correspondent for Marie Wheeler's
column.

l.ast year Inland Publishing Co,
Limited newspapers caplured 14
awards.

The awards will be presented at

the O.W.N.A.'s annual convention to
be held Muarch 1-3 in Toronto.




