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This farm grows solas, chalrs, and fancy lomps, George Grundy of Ospringe has
turned Lthe famlly farm into a hall-million dollar furnlture business wlth barn-
showroom-warchouse and observation tower site.

"‘Here to wheel deal”’ -
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Grundy enterprlses lucrative

by Jeanifer Barr

Who says you can'l make money out
of & farm?

George Grundy of Ospringe has and
plans to do so for some time. But the
secret is he dosen’t really farm his 100
acres.

The Grundy farm near Acton is the
seat of wvaried lucrative business
schemes, the brainchildren of enter-
prising ¥7-year-old Grundy.

By lar the biggest and most success-
ful operation is Grundy's furmiture
warchouse and auction barn, a 24,000

square foot building built from the Lady

Eaton barn originally at the corner of
Highways 5 and 25,

George will sell anylhing, so he tells
you.

His auctions are held three times a
week and attract customers frem “all
aver", His radio advertising on such
stations as CFRB, CHUM, CFGM, CK-
CL and CJOY has interesled scores of
people. So have the DriveIn ads in
Guelph, Mississauga and Kitchener,

It's important for George to have,

masgses of customers because he likes
to keep his prices down, he says, and
volume is the only way he can make
money.

Custom work

The attetion ‘and furniture” business
started only & few years ago and grew
out of custom farming from the neces-
sity to make the farm pay in sume way.

In 1965, George, the middle child of
seven—"'I was the middle brat"—
bought the family farm from his father.
AU the lime George was involved in
custom farming, since 1862, cultivating,
harrowing, swathing, hay-baling; bind-
ing, and plowing for area farmers, Al
one time he ran ten tractors and ten
men, naot to mention other specialized
ﬁquipment needed for such an opera-
tion,

The custom work has been cut by
necessity to one large tractor and three
small anes with no combining or plant-
ing done. Five men are employed dur-
ing the farming season for custom work
now,

Most of the Grundy farm is worked on
lease with George doing the plowing
and tpking care of his own seven-acre
enterprise up front.
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George G ruwzl:,r pauses for o briel moment aof relaxation while operating his multi-

husiness operation InOspringe, north of Acton.

Growing llke Topsy
" Actually, what George has done in
little over ten years is shove the form
around a lot. Buildings have been
remioved, added, rebuilt, renovated or
just plain moved. It no longer looks
remotely like the Grundy farm resi-
dents reember from a few years ago,

The house has been enlarged and
apartments added. A huge drive shed

has been built on to the back of the-

house, The original barn has pone snd
the new {urniture warehouse has been

growing like Topsy ever since it was

first built,

Most of the front lot has been paved
for parking hundreds of cars and the

-back has been having its tepsoil strip-

ped off for sale for some time.
"Did you wonder whal 1 was doing

back there, did you notice the hole?"
George asks referring to the mountain
of earth behind his residence.

“We're building o 20 acre Iake and
I'm going to stock il with fish.”

Selhanything:

The incredible encrgy and sheer will-
power of this man is evident in the
amount of growth he has caused in such
a short lima.

All this carving and ereating would
take most people all of their time to
supervise hul George has done it in his
spare time, He still spends sjx days a
week on the furniture business,

George bas sald that he set out to
prove you can ba a success without tak.
ing people {o the cleaners and he proves
it by offering quality merchandise at
low priees,

“We buy {rom the manuincturer and

sefl name-brand stuff,” Genrge eX-
plains.

Two salesmen Kenny Smith and Bob
Smith ("no relation”) help keep the
stock moving.

Auction sales are held on Tuesday
and Thursday nights and Saturday
afternoons. The store is open from @&
a.m. till 9 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Auctioneers Ale¢ Parr of Guelph and
Brian Kuriz ¢f Fergus take care of the
getual selling although George is in and
around darting all over at these auc-
tions.

On the last Saturday of every month,
George heolds an “anything goes" auc-
tion—a sort of giant garage sale,

“"We've helped clean a {ot of base-
ments and garages in the area,” he
chuckles.

*'Ii anybady canuse it we can sell it,"”
he continues, “We want to help people
save—everyone who wants to save
money should come here.”

Ald to crippled children

But Grundy's life isn't all business.
He has time for his wife Cecile and
children George, 10, Diana, 8, and Julje
6. He collects antigues and helps the
community too.

When his dramatic observation
tower, built from a silo, was eompleted
and opened twa years ago, he held an
guction for the erippled children’s fund,
donating oll the proceeds, or $3,600, to
the fund.

He'd like to.do it again as soon as he
can interest manufacturers in donating
more items.

Although the tower was built as an
altraction gimmick, the fund sale was
not, George [eels very strongly about
helping the fund having been nearly
crippled himself when he was 21.

“"There was only a 40 percent chance
1'd ever walk again (from back dam-
age),” he comments ruefully.

Although his back still bothers him,
(GGeorge doesn’l rest much—"how do
you relax in business?"

With a half-million dollars in turnp-
aver last year, George Grundy is aim-
ing for a million this year. But he's not
greedy. He says any reasonable offer
on any item he has for snle will be ac-
cepted.

“We're here o wheel and deal.”

Youths to enter residence

Operation of the staff
residence o Halten
Cenlennial Manor in
Milton as a home for
troubled youth will be the
subject of discussion
hetween  the  Halton
Health and Social Ser-
vices Commitlee and the
Sheridon Youth Associ-
ation.

The commitlee decided
to enter the negotiations
with the associntion ot its
first meeting of the 1979-
80 term Tuesday, Dec. 19,

The association had

30

made a previous offer but
the committee decided to
withhold a decision until
ifter the Nov, 13 election.

The commitlee's
decision was made on the
recommendation of Jack
Charlton, manor  ad-
ministrador,

Mr. Chorlton had no
objections to using the
former staff residence as
i home for. troubled
youths.

He said he did not en-
visage any problems
mixing the young and the

'JANUARY SALE

% off all Gift Ware

and .
Small Pine Items i
s EXTRA SPECIAL ¢ il

old.

Nor did he have any
opposition to the proposed
renovations the associ-
ation will be undertaking.

Althougl Mr. Charlton
acknowledged Halton
Roecovery  House and
Hollen Women's Place
had made presentations
to use the staff residence,
he recommended the
association  use  the
building because it had o
formal plan and provin-
ciol financing.

75 MILL ST. EAST
ACTON
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* 35" DRY SINK and OPEN HUTCH
1 Only —

* 50" BUFFET and CLOSED HUTCH

1 Only — Reqular $900

+ SMALL 3DRAWER CHEST
2 Only —

The Billage Pine Shoppe

Hegular $510

Regular $250 each

*329
545
*150 1:

STORE HOURS
TUES. SAT.
10:30 TO 5:00

—

The latest scam of
aparimen! thieves is to two men
scll chain locks which  through

can be opened by a key
outside the door, police
have reported,

The scam came tolight
at an apartment building
in  Milton where the

men

the
selling chain locks.

Bath in their early ¥0's
with short dark hair, the
claimed (o be
rep_[e:snnmtiues of

Phony chain locks for sale

superintendent said that

management and offered
lacks claimed to be worth
$29.95 for $12.95,

The two men each
carried a Night bag with
tools and upon selling a
chain lock,
police said.

had gone
building
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30,000 Sq. Yds

“Do a room or

320 STEELES AVE., MILTON 5o5eccer,

do the whole house”

-77 to
.99

Vakina Eisswharn ‘II.EE 83 'l'ﬂ
Ouwr Highest Price Is ... *5.89 2q, yd

878-4178
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Do-lt-yoursst! or you can smange 1o une
our gxpert inrtalisrs — [Ifetima guarsntee
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Cobham president of Ladies’ Fair Board

by Heather Rennle

The Ladies’ Division of
the Acton Agriculitural
Society held their anneal
meeting Wednesday,
January 3 at the Acten
public library. Thirteen
members were present.

Rulbk Linham present-
ed the report of the nom-
inating commiltee:

January
meeting

Many members had
braved iey streels o
atlend the  regular
meeting of lhe Golden
Age Club Tuesday, Janu-
ary 2.

Discussion folowed the
supggestion that the even-
ing meetings of January,
February and March be
changed to the aflter-
noons. However, il was
decided to remain the
same.

A moment of silence
was observed in memory
of Mrs. Daris Fryer who
wis a valued member
hefore she went Lo reside
at the Manur,

The meeting was ad-
journed lo play eight
games, of euchre—the
winpers being brs. .
Denpis and Mrs. A, Lam-
bert for ladies and Joe
Fuller and Walter Hug
for men.

Lena Monn and Ivan
Lillicrop were-recipients
of birthday greetings.

v

president, Carmela Cob-

hami: first  vice-presi-
du-nt, Heather Rennije:
second v JEE[II‘ESIdEI‘Il

hMarlene Steckley: secre-
fary-treasurer, Diane
Evans; presS reporter,
E.w_-l},n Aitken; und card
CONVener, Lutt!IE Cook-
sley. The slate of officers
was  unanimously  ac-
cepled.

Conveners for the var-
ibus  coinmitiees  in
charge of hall exhibits

will continue as Jast
vear: domestic science,
Irene Swackhamer:

conned and  preserved
praoducts, Ruth Mac-
Naughten; plants and
fitowers, Diane Ewvans:
junior work, Ruth Lin-
ham; homeerafls, Lu-
cille Cuoksley; crafis and

hobbles, Eleanor Thomp-
son, group displays,
ftuth Linham; and school
work, Enid Gibson. Com-
mitlee meetings will be
held within the month to
revise the prize lists in
these categories for the
1979 fair.

In support of efforis to
save the town hall, the
ladies will pledge $25 to
ke town hall committee,

A Jetter of congratula-
tions will be sent to Vic-
loria Lenizky, the reign-
ing Miss Acton Fair in
recognition of her suc-
cess in oblaining a six
month  modelling con-
iract in Paris.

The annual meeting of
the Acten Agricultural
Society will be held on
Tuesday, January 16 ot

ORANGEVILLE

ir¥

i RACEWAY

w HARNESS RACING

Post Time

Thursday Evening
8 p.m.

2p.m.

Triactor & Exactor
Wagering
Alr CondRionad
Club Houe

FARM SUPPLY BONUS

IT'S COMING

rrom Monsanto

Kriox Church Hall at 7.30.
The ladies’ division has
been asked to supply
refreshments.  Heather
Hennie and Irene Swack-
hamer will be respon-
sible .

Various idens for a
spring fund raising pro-
ject were discussed.

Lifetime
Guarantee

on the muffler,

talipipe,
exhaust pipe

and labor!
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MO PUTING FOR FAATS
o e Lislpape Sl g uham por
ary vyt o0 Hiok!

CUSTOM PIPE B8 XOING
CUAL COMVERTIONS » HEADERS

RICH’'S
Service Contre Ltd,
RA 2. ACTON

4 PHONE B53-2340 J
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=i Grundy’s

JUNCTION 24 & 25 HWYS,
AT OSPRINGE

NORTH ON 2nd LINE — 1,000 FT. ON RIGHT

Do yourself a Favour — Take a Look and Save on Quality Brand Name Fumiture

APPLIANCES --
CHESTERFIELD SUITES

- 2 pe.,

LOOK! LOOK!
..& SAV

* 20,000 SQ. FT. DISPLAY AREA

+ 2 FLOORS
+ 456 FT. TOWEH

Check the Scenery — 60 Stops 1o the Top

FURNITURE
& APPLIANCE
WAREHOUSE

Stoyes, Frdges, Freerers, Washers, Drysrs, Oshwashers & Chroma Tablkes 2 Chairs 3
d pc. 4 pe, Brand Namoe & MORSE STEREOQS --

5-7.9 pe. Sots

20 Dfferont Meoddirls & Campals

TELEVISIONS - Portablo Br Cobinet @ Large Selecton Lamps, Ching Cabinets, Rockers, Aeciners @ Velvat Paintings

DINING ROOM SUITES -
COLONIAL FURNITURE -

197, o4, 60" Beds

Hida-A-Bed --
AQ Chamel C 8.5

® DBox Spongs & Mattoeszes -
Oecnseonal Swivel Aockers @
Sirile, Double fr Trale Dressers

Sohd Oak, Pne, Mapk, Walnut &  BEDHOOM SUITES -

Maple & Whdae ® Maids Beda, Captains Bods, Prass Oacds @ Hunk Hixis - 2 2% "
367, 307, 49", 51", EO~. 78"

® Chesis of Drawnrs -

- 20 pe.,

lpe,2 pe. Sets @ Men's B Lates’ Walches

O Styles Doesks
& Seis ol Dishiey

-Acrals @ Good Quakty Anbaque Glass &  Plques

HOURS: Monday-Friday 800 a.m.9:00 p.m.

Saturday 800 a.m.-500 p.m.

P»‘

SATURDAY 2.00 P. M

WiLL ACCEPT GOOU FURNITUHRE & ANNIOUES FON TUESDAY AUCTION
RAACHINERY CARC TRUCKS. INDUSTRIAL EChP . USED FURNITURE

TOOLS ANTIQUES. USED APPLIANCES FOR MONTH END AucTion |

Contact Grundy’s Auction Centre — 519-833-2345

GIORGTE A TAUNDY

+ CHARGEX «~ MASTERCHARGE w« CHEQUES WITH LD.

¢0 AUCTIONS! §

JUESDAY 7.30 PM. — ar0d im :
THURSDAY 7. J0PM, — it tout. b o i rgae,
BATURDAY = " rroraan=t & 0% = &7 &

ATyl v pee A W
L RO DL R

+ FINANCING AVAILABLE

« e i II“‘-J. "'I"_"-

Edpc. Gl pe,. =
® Gift lems

Pwo, Onk, Maple, Sobd Wood

: J.I' 4

- 20 Year Guoranteo ® OF Panimgs
J457.8 Drawers # Cotloc it End Tobles
Large Selocuon Tools, Pois B Poang
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