Silk flowers fill local warehouse

by Jennlfer Barr

In the midst of winter,
one corner of Acton is
breaking out ln masses of
colorful blooms. A 14,000
square [ool warehouse on
Frederick Street is [filled
to overflowing  with
exquisite silk Mowers, the
inventory of Don Robb

Imports, a local firm.

Millions of Mlowers poss
through Don Robbs hands
yearly on their way from
Hong Kong to retail flo-
rists who use them in
fower arrangements and
corsages.

Don and Colleen Robb
have kived in Acton eight
years. Their import firm
has been in existence (or
four of these years nnd is
now doing very nicely,
according to Don,

Fourieen yecars in the
florist business, eight of
them with Calvert-Dale of
Brampton as a salesman,

rovided Don with the

ckground needed for
going out on his own,

Four years ago, he lelt
his secure job, travelled
to Hong Kong for three
weeks visiling manufac-
turers and setting up an
jmport agent, came
home, went to the bank,

Peter Hannam
Federation head

The Ontario Federation
of Agriculture (OFA) re-
turned six  incumbents
and elecled o woman o
its seven-person exc
culive, at the 42nd annual
convention held in
Hamilton.

Peier Hannam, & cash
crop farmer near Guelph,
was reclected by acclam-
atian for his third term as
president. Mr. Hannam
recelved several standing
ovations for his work this
past year [rom the nearly
500 delegates at the three-
doy convention. He has
been president of a

number of agricultural .

organizations during the
last 10 years and was first
elected to OFA's Board of
Directors in 1974.

Raiph Barrie, & dairy

farmer near Perth, in
Lanark County, was also
returned for his third
term as first vice-pres-
ident. He bhas becen en
OF A Directer for over six
years and has also served
on the Board of Directors
for the Capadian Feder-
atton of Agriculture.
Four candidates con-
tested the posltion of
second  vice-president,
withh Ron White, o dairy
farmer near Denfield, in
Middlesex County, being
elected. Mr. White has
been on the OFA exe
cutive for two years,

PROBLEM W(HIBE

"“With every poassing
month our energy prob-
lems have grown worse.”’
—President Carter,

and set up his own busi-
ness.

Sounds easy, but it
never is. Lots of hard
work is always the key in-
gredienl lo any success
and the Robbs put in
many hours.

“{t was very lough (o
siart, especially with in-
flation.”

But life is looking better
now, although the Robbs
still work long hours.

Don is on the road most
afl the lime, selling his
prodduct and sceking new
markets. Ceolleen is "'the
backbone of the busi-
ness'”, according to her
husband. She does every-
thing from handling the
phones, to packing orders
and doing the book work.

An additional soles-
man, Allen Stewart from
Brampton, joined | the
Robhs a year ago. Fur-
ther assistance cornes
from the Hobb children,
Gail, 14, and Darren, 9,
who help after school.

A new venture for the
Robbs i3 a sizeable full

color catalogue printed

by Dills Printing and
Publishing Co. Ltd., now
Inland Publishing Co.
Limited, with design ad-
vice from John McNabb
of the company. The cata-
logue will go to 200 new
retallers extolling the vir-
tues of Robb Imports fine
flowers—35 varielies in 25
colours.

The business is &
fashion gamble. Don has
to predict the fashion
trends and have appro-
priate coloys. If he finds
ene color or type of bloom
ig not moving, he goes aut
and creates his own
fashion demand,

Today’s hot colours are
the muted pinks, roses
and mauves scen in
women's clothing. Don
had to anticipate this
trend some time ago.

Right now he's trying to

putguess next year's buy-

ing whims.

“You've got io kecp
ahead, It's interesting but
it's scarey. If you guess
wrong, [lhousands of
dollars po down the
drain”.

Fortunately, Don hasn't
guessed  wrong  very
much, although a small
section of the warehouse
is labelled 'Don Robb's
Follies and contalns
several thousands of un-
saleable blooms. Nobody
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can bat a thousand all the

time.

Don  fecl; the trend
towards good artificial
blooms is going strong
and can only get belter,
specially with the quality
of silk flowers he's able to
import—""the finest".

Don KHobb's advice for
anyone wishing {o be-
come thelr own boss—
""Go ohead and start any
business—just as long as
it's a sugcecess.”
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Colleen Kobb sorts orders from the hundreds of
thnusands of slik flowers that go through Doen Ilobb
Imporis from Hong Kong to Canada's retail MNorists.

TOURING THE

KITCHEN at Halton Manor are members
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Halton region’s Health and Social Services committee. The tour
was arranged by the region to familiarize new members of the
committee with the facility. From left are committee chairman
Walter Mulkewich; Roy Paul, a member of the consulting firm
on the manor for the committee, Lauric

preparing the report

Mannell; Don Gordon;

Jim Grieve: Ed Wood; and assistant

manor administrator Gord Timbers. Neither Mr. Mannell nor Mr.
Gordon are committee members, but accompanied the trip.

Regional committee
tours Halton Manor

One of the more in-
formal meetings of Hal-
ten Region’s Health and
Social Services Commit-
tee was held Thursday
morning  at Halton
Centennial Maner In Mil-
ton.

Committee chairman
Walter Mulkewich of
Burlington said the pur-
poseof the meeting was to
tour the facility and be-
come acqualnted with it.

Several proposed struc-
tural renovations ond
improvements at the
manor are golng to be
considered by the com-
mittee, which will make
recommendations to Re-
gional Council.

Mr. Mulkewich said
there were several new
members on the commit-

tee, and they should know

first-hand what they will
be dealing with.

Aside from Mr, Mulke-
wich and Halton Hills
representative Russ
Miller, all the members
on the commitice are
newcomers to regional
council. Ed Wooed of Hal-
ton Hills, Gus Goutouski
of Milton, Carol Gooding
and Bonnie Brown of
Oakville and Jim Grieve
of Burlington are the
newcomers.

Mr. Grieve sald during
the tour he thought it was
a good idea for commitice
members to tour {acillties
like this. “It's amazing
how we're asked to make
decisions about places
like this, and we don'l
really know enough about

cammitlee on

themn to do 50.”

Accompanying the
the tour
were Milton Mayor Don
Gordon, Halion Reglonal
Chairman Jack Halltis,
Oakville Regional Coun-
eillor Laurie Mannell,
Haolton Manor
Administrator
Charlton, Assistant
Administrater Gord
Timbers, and repre-
sentatives from a con-
sulting firm.

The tour took the group
through both paris of the
manor, Martin House
(the newer of the two
houses) and the original
Pettit House. The group
also toured the old staff
quarlers, which is under
consideration o be. con-
verted into a youth home
for delingquents.

Jack

Traffic Act
changes

In an effort to cut down
tailgating by commercial
vehicles, trucks travel-
ling over 60 kilomeires an
hour on Ontario roads will
be forbidden to fallow any
vehicle closer thon 60
metres or approximatel
200 feet. .

Any drivers cenvicted
of a third, or more, drink-
ing and driving charge
will Inse their licences for
a minimum of three
y¢ars.

These new amend-
ments to The Highway
Traffic Act were included
in Bill 150 which received
third and final recading
last - week, Minister of
Transportation and Com-
munications Jim Snow
said this weck.

“It is now & specific
effence to drive o motor
vehicle in contravention
of conditions conlained in
the licence or imposed by
the regulations,” Snow
pointed out, adding, "'this
affects a person who is
driving without pglasses
when his licence requires
that he do so,"

"The law now makes it
illegal for the driver of
the wehicle approaching

fram the rear fo moves

beyond the front of the
vehicle being overtaken.
“We have nfso plugged
a loophole in respect to
commercial traffic on
highways. In  recent
years, many municipal
boundaries have moved
beyond buill up areas
teaving high-speed sec-
tions of highway not
covered specifically by
sections of the HTA.
“Where  necessary,”
Snow  conlinued, ‘'we
have changed the ref-
erence from highways
‘outside a city, town or
village, to cover nll high-
ways where the

*atlons,"

maximum speed limit is
more than 60 kilometres
an hour. -

“An impeortant section
offected by this change Is
that which prohibits com-
merclal vehicles (rom {ol-
lowing one another closer
than 60 metres, To pre-
vent tallgating by com-
mercial vehicles general-
ly, we have brocdened
this section to include the
following of any vehicle if
the truck is moving at
over 60 kilometres per
heour.

“We have also broad-
encd the means by which
police officers can carry
out the emergency clos-
ing of highways. Prior lo
this, policemen had to be
physically present on the
seene and in sitoations
where major storms cov-
ered a substantial area, It
was difficult to position
police officers at all strat-
egle points.

“Under the new regui-
Snow  pointed
out, **The police can close
& highway by posting
traflfic barriers and will
have the power to cnlist
the assistance of highway
maintenance personnel o
carry out the necessary
work.

“Finaolly, an nmend-
ment allows for a lefthand
turn on o red light—afiter
coming to a stop—Irom a
one-way sirect to another
one-way sireet.”

R-VALUE

R-Value is a8 measure
that indicntes the res-
istance in heat conduct- -
ivity af a material. The R-
Value of insulation is
more Impoeriant than how
thick it is. Laok for il in
the products you huy.
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» PUBLICATIONS
* BUSINESS FOAMS
» WEDDING STATIONERY
A Comgpleto Design and
Produtlion Servico
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Arthur A Johnson, 0.0
MILTON-214 Main St.

8783673

By Appoinimant

; IAS i.l_i'.f:' EAH mum Z[.
Gene’s Antenna Service

[farmerly Richardson’s
Anlenna Service!

" GEORGE ANDREWS
EXCAVATING

Dozer, loader and backhoe
wark, sand, gravel, [opsoil,
tronching, ponds, basomenls,
swimming poals ec, Licensed
to instoll septic beds.

SNOWPLOWING
AND
REMOVAL
24 HOURS A DAY
853-1638

GECRGETOWN CUSTOM
“CAR SOUND

SALES-SERVICE-
INSTALLATION
8112425
55 Sinclar Ava.
Ceorparown

LEARN TO DRIVE
THE EASY WAY

@

IS YOUR INSURANCE

UPTO.DATE? UPHOLSTERY

farmedly Acton Upholatety
Earl Jonsan

Custom Built Homas
* Genaral  HAopair * Renova-
tions * Custom ‘Woodwork.
ing * Kitchen cabinota * Vani-

{1 B
Bo6-4773

~omplate lina ol agn:, wood,
lastic, metcl, etc. Supergrophics,
Call:

JOE JANSEN
853-3632

# Apnjeenns lnaiailaimna
¢ Fepait Servicn
s flptator Sarvice
* Antennos Remowed
Dan't Soll Your Tower,
Mave It With Yaou
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

8783400
219 Main Street, Miton

Adter Hours B78-5291
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DRIVING SCHOOL
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ACTON FREE PRESS
8453-2010

Recovaring and Resiyling your
antique and modern furmiture, Free
dagil fratimates -- pick bp and delivery.
5 yOOrs oxporicnce,

Satfaction Guaranteed

824-0533
CUSTOM UPHOLSTERY

High Clazs Warkmanahig
Fost Geiwce

8531610

METROPOLITAN
FURNITURE
15 Mill St. W,

Acton

don datf

JACK BEER

SRR Instruchor

Lt e OSLGRADUATE
LR e MOTE LICENCE

S 3« DUAL CONTROLS

« FULLY INSURED
PROTECT YOUR HOME » COMPLETE TRAINING
Have your chimnaey cleancd by

o Call B77.5644
[ DETAL 2

DR, B. STEEN
OR. A. MIKELENAS

DA. ROBERT W.
SCHUMACHER
Optometrist

BUAT'S HOME
MPROVEMENTS

* Genoral Repairs « Decorating
* Caramic Flaor & Wall Tia
* Aec Rooma
* Crualink Workmanship

Bad-1159

DIVISION OF

mn]and
publishing

TR L]

22 Main Sueat S. Acton
Telephonao for ppointmant

AQUARINE

WATER SOFTENERS

SOFT
WATER

THE WAY IT
SHOULD BE

o FREE INSTALLATION

and Soarvica

o [GWEST MUNTHLY

Rental Railo

COMPLETE LINE

aof Waoiar Treaiment
Equipment for Homea,
Farms and Businpzs
SELF SERVICE
Salt Pickup or Delivary

8776242

Momber ol the Botter
Businoss Bureou

dgatl

Insurance Agency

17 Ml Soreet West
ACTONM,

0Z2-7237

or

830-3001

tlgamtf

N0 DIe
FURNITURE STRIP

LG Smclae Svre Dol 4

Lyl
Aty Formbine Far Sabe

TR
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SAL

Woaahers, Dryare, Fridges,
Froezora, Ranges and
All Small Appliances

Air Conditionera

OLYMPIC SERVICE

175 Mary 5t., Milion

878-6772

53 WILLOW ST. N.
ACTON

DRYWALL TAPING
and
JOINT FILLING

AAY McINTYRE

GENERAL and LIFE
INSURANCE
8530150

Otlice Hours
Mon. 10 Thura.
Sa.m. 10 6 p.m.

Fiday, Da.m. 1cB8p.m.
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WESTERN GENERAL
CONTHACTORS

Specialang in roohng and viny
pluminum sichag, soffas, [ascia,
ofsg  sleel bamns  end - caves-
woughng and alyminum  rfoors
ond wintiows, additions,

FAEE ESTIMATES
CALLBS3- 1725 days or Erin
Coftect 833 W70 alter S pom.

WE NOW ACCEPT CHARGEX

PAINTING &r

GENEAAL REPAIRS dait

Acton Prolessional Building
93 Mill 5t. E., Acton
Far Appoiniments

§53-1900

Frao Eatimains

JOE SEELEN

MILTON

878-343/

Indusirinl * Commarcial = Rao-
sidential @ Painting and repair
wiork,

FORFAEEESTIMATE

Call 1519} 8564002

Icoliect cally nccoptod)
daatf

thijamit

WAYNE'S UPHOLSTERY

Racovoring, rebuilding,
reatyling, rafinishing.
FREE ESTIMATES
Pick up and dolivery
ACTON

5532355 damgt

datf

Atrtar Hours Catlt )
Mt Ball - B53-2243 mffmﬂlr-:tﬂ.-lﬂtjm'-ﬁ-:ﬁ?}l&:—!q#i-;_zl-i.__.

Harold Denny - 853-2505 T .,__!F,_E}'_'ii_*iﬁj i ':-":i

SEE
THE
DEPENCABILITY
PEQPLE

MAYTAG
WIGO TV &
APPLIANCES
377-3376

40 Mawn Snieel Norhk
Gror peinwn

BAYNE'S FARM
SEAVICE

CLEAN SWEEP

Profesvianal claaning ol * firg-
places * wood stoves * i‘r._lnluch'n
heslers.

Dead or dizabbod unimnh-remwed.
Phone Guelph BZ2-B061. Lic, 475
C-Mand 355.R.P, 74,

S Mill St E.
Aclon

WATER SOFTENERS
Rent from

Boehmers

O pocezs siedr G ormpe fel sz,
vl s e hte fiee

PAGE GLASS & MIRROR
SALES & SERVICE

Corner af Ml S, and Willow

ot al rear ol Dawe Real Esrate.
Aluminum Wind aws

ind Dioars
Frea Estimates
"24AHOUR SERVICE”

Days - 853-3865
Evenings - 8533277 dago
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DAVE'S. -
HOME IMPROVEMENTS

* Ptaster Repairs

* Stucco Designa

» Toxtured Spray

* Drywall Taping

* Rec Aooms
QUALITY WORK —
FREE ESTIMATES

B53.2726

PLUMBING REPAIRS
A SPECIALTY

White Oak
andscaping Ltd.

dant

HAEENER SIDING
& ROOFING

Aluminum and vinyl siding. sotfit,
{acis, seamfess eavestroughing,
pow and re-rocling, aluminum
doars snd window).

1F wea fix tt,
wra guarantes il

BARLOW PLUMBING
AND HEATING

WE ARE FULLY INSURED
Larry Holmes
833 1547 or
8770081

8530350
L v “m

Dead or desabed  animals

removed.,
Old healthy horsea 3 a lb.

FERGUS 843-2240 or
143-2518

Lic. 410-C. 73

LEIPR]

(Estabiished sinco 19601
lowen nursory!

* Panos

s Reloning VWalls

¢ Rock Gardens

¢« Walks

* Fonco Posta
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HRST LINET.V.

SALES AND SEAVICE
5 M. Street Easy, Acton

Phone 853-105/7

For Stora and Alter Hours
| Semvica)

¢/a Morsa Pro Hardware
22 Ml 51, Acton
Waltar Barlow, Prop,

| 8532720
8532723 ROOFHNG. & MSLAATION|

RON FISHBURN
ROOFING & INSULATION

tnsulaie now and save an fuel
tlls. Chimney cloaning ond re-

Py,

* Nursory
Stock

* Planting

* Seeding

¢ Soddng
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THOMPSON

FUELS
GULF AGENT

LLOYD MciNTYRE

853-1720

When vou want the bes
phone for the hest.

877-6931

faemstrong Ave
Groineloran

Pichard Telford, D.C.
G5 M St E., Acton
icornor ol Elgind

Grounds Mninl:r'.nuncu.
Large Shade Trevs

863-1248

R.R 1, Acton

A, SCHUREART, C.D.H.
GRAD. OF OAC

HALTON HILLS

Elecnical Confracling

Mangday through Friday
All Day
For Appomimaent

853-2483
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DEPENDABLE SERVICE
SINCE 1946

PH. 853-21/4
44 YOUNG ST.
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CUNCHERE S0P LAING CONSTRUCTION
Septic Tanks .{ Petrolbum Products

s Loading » bulldozing = pacavat:
ing * sand &  gravel ® iop: For farm and home

sod = 4l » mulech topsol ® back.-
hoa work * septic boeds * custorm
mulching ® trucking *

Frep LaG 8532353

» X Hour Service

e Indusinal
¢ Commercial
¢ Residential

8332572 ACTON

510 SPEAR & SONS
PLUMBING & HEATING
INSTALLATION

thiatl

Zoenith B Molorola Doalor
Antenna lnstallations B
Ropairs

853-3091

* MNew instalimen?

& Burnér ropairs

. : To sl mekesof furnaces
LA PR TP R 8772121

H.S. HOLDEN
OPTOMETRIST

See us first when you need
a car of 1tuck rental for
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F.L WRIGHT

20 Wilbu Stroe
Acton, Ontario

Phone 853-0720 -

dart
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Gots' |
Achodd
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AON GIDDEN

® Husiness Trips
* Holdays
* Moving

S
Portable Welding Service

Free Estmated
Commercial — Indusirial

W.KAMMINGA
853-1148

Soptic Tank Cleaning
Phong

For
Classifieds
that reach call

Vel Toos

Othar Concrate Products -Heating Sales & Service

-furnaca Insurance Avail
abla

~24 Hr. Emergency Service

~Fyel (il Budget Plan

Low Daily Rotes and
Good Mileage
45 Main St N,
Acton
8532370

33 Cork Streot East

Rockwood
856-4202

Plastic Sewar Pipo

Pumpwng Service

853-1529

GUELPH
Phane 822-7150

Appraner and lnturance
Serving Acion anca Vicinily
"~ FoarQOve: 6] Years

OR
repumpsay B17-3110
damg

853-2010

dart daid
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