WAetEE maw cmw et Al bl L P prap——

EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT
Edltor: Hartley Coles

MNawsn Editor: Helen Murray
AsporteriPhotographer: Eric Elstone
Sports Edhor: Robin Inscoe

ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT
Advartlsing Manager: Bill Cook

Classlfied Advertising: Marylin McAsthur et
BUSINESS/ACCOUNTING OFFICE Bt

: RIRBOM
Offico Manaper: Fran Gibson AVIARD

Rhona Thornhill, Kit Dowding, Carolyn Duval 1978

CIRCULATION
Maorylin McArthur

Founded in 1878
Don McDonald, Publisher

The Acton Free Press

Published every Wednesday by inland Publishing Co. Limited at 63 Willonw Stieet, Acion,
Ontaria. Tel:phone 853-2010. Subscriptions: Singla copies 15* each, $7.140 per yowr
Canada, 425.00in all countrios other than Canada.

PHONE 853-2010
Business and Editorial Office

Arlvetising s aceopted on the condiion hat, Jo the uvent of typogrophicat arrer,, that
Pt of the advartlahg apaca oceupiad by the gtionoous itam, togathar with roasonable
dllowanea far sigoatice will not bn charged tar but the balance of the sdvertisoment will be
et for 01 the applicabla rme, 1o the awont of o typographical etror advartising goods or

neiviens alb oo wrong prico, goods or smevices mny not be sold. Advertising is meraly an aHor

The Acton Free Press ia one of tha Inland Publishing Co. Limlted group of subuiban mnws
o sell, and may b withdusan ot any tine.

popers which include The Ajax/Whithy/Pickering Nows Advettiser, The Brampton
augrdign, The Burlington Post, Etoblcoke Gozotte, The Geosgetmwn Indepetafent,
Markham/ Thornhill Economist and Sun, The Mition Canadian Champion, The Mississaugas
Mews, The Newmarkot/Aurora Era, Ookville Boaver, Oshawn This Week, Oshawa This
Weokand, and The Stouffville Tribune,

Mmuh_-.-l ol The Audit Wureaun of Circulation, The Canadian Eammhniw Newspapar
Angoviation, and The Ontprio Woakly Newapapoer Araociation.

Second claas mal Registration Numbor 0515,

& The Acton Free Press, Thursday, Dec. 28, 1978

Why not ::hange locale?

That proposed plaza in Acton's
east end is not going to go away so
easily as some councillors and
members of planning board would
like to see.

Last week developer Jerry
Sprackman of Landawn Shopping
Centre Ltd. spoke to council, and
the majority of council members
voted to take another look at his
proposal, rejected by planning
board twice. The board said the
development was premature and
would cause a harmful impact on
existing merchants if built before
mere houses are constructed in
Acton and area.

However, there are some people
in Acton, perhaps a majority, who,
would like to see the plaza go ahead
with its large Zehrs supermarket.
They contend the presence of a
plaza would keep rather than
hinder shoppers from remaining in
Acton rather than going to Guelph,
Gegrgetown and other points.

There are points for both sides in
the dispute. The argument could go
on interminably without any deci-
sion if counciliors don't stop pas-
sing the buck. Perhaps some of
them memember the public reac-
tion when they decided to build a
new headquarters on the Seventh
Line. Ratepayers were so annoyed
with the expenditure and raised
such an outcry council changed its
collective mind after some pretty
fancy waffling.

A developer’s proposal and
municipal expenditures are like

| What others say:

comparing apples and oranges hut
public reaction can ¢ matters if
planning board and council do not
reflect the wishes of the public.
Planned and controlled develop-
ment don't necessarily po hand in
hand.

We can understand the relue-
tance of council to pgive the go-
ahead to a project which would
nurt the existing business in Acton
now making strides improving the
downtown. By the same token, if
the public is unhappy with shop-
ping facilities they are not going to
improve public relations or keep
shoppers in Acton by resisting
developments,

Plazas and malls are not g
prablem exelusive to  Acton.
Present business has seen he
effects of malls and shipping plazas
in  Guelph where a  vigorous
downtown has been hurt by
outlying malls. Pressures for these
developments will continue o
mount, as councillors arce fully
aware, and their decision wan't
necessarily be long term.

The answer to the dilemma
counci | faces is to persuade the
developer to take a look af
providing more shopping facilities
in the downtown area instead of on
the periphery such as proposed hy
Art Gordon before planning hoard
for the old Force Electric plant and
property, now vacant at the corner

of Eastern Avenue and Mill Street

It would extend the downtiown and
make extra shopping facilities,
which residents want. available.

What else is new?

Hon. Bette Stephenson, Ounlario's
minister of education, colleges and univer-
sities, and a former minister of labor, has
announced 44 men and women will fan out
over the province, bent on persuading small
and medium sized [ndustries te take part in
apprenticeship training plans.

The whole program sounds as if some
person in government has given birth to a
wonderful new idea, In case government
hasn't heard, apprenticeship is as old as
labor itself, a system of training which was
Eoling strong 2,000 years ago, says the editor
of the Wingham Advance Times.

To be more specific, apprenticeship was
a Mourishing part of our practical education
system unti] government decided about 20
years ago to interfere. By raising minimum
wage levels to the present ligure of nearly
three dollars an hour ($2.15 for under 16
years) government made it impossible for
the average employer to hire unskilled
young people and provide them with
training.

Community colleges were supposed to
take over for on-the-job education but
despite their success in some fields, the
colleges have patently foiled to teach the
skills which are in keen demand at present.
Students willing to spend three to five years
necessary in some of the more highly

skilled trades are rare mdecd. A o con
sequence the minister has now recognized
what industry has known all along We hive

an abundance of white-colltar praduntes,

many of them unemployed, and o dearth ol
the blue-collar types who can mike the
wheels of production turn.

S0 now the governmenl is prepared to
presen! employers with apprenticeship
plans which will, no doube, assist om
ployers with tax-supported grants to offset
the high minimum wage requirements The
details should be interesting.

One important factor in apprenliceship
training is being overlooked. In the davs
when young people were uccepted lor
apprenticeship it was undersiood that they
would be earning low wages and would Le
expected to take their share of peneral
duties as the price of eventual journeyman
status in their chesen trades. Today of-
ficlaldom feels bound to keep the vounp
learners happy with incomes which wil
provide the young people with cars and lots
of spending money,

Sacrifices on the road to sussess have
some merit. The graduates of that hard
school are usually very proud of their skills
and seldom begrudge the price of personal
achievernent. '

= Wingham Advance Timos

Wirnter reflections.
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Philbrook report criticized

Following is a lelter sent to MP Dr. Frank
Philrook and filed with the Free Press for
publication:

Ur Frank A. Philbrook, MP—Halton
Dear Sir:

[ must lake issue with several of the
statenients made in your latest **Philbrook
Heport™, :

With regards to general economic policy,
you state that “Our Liberal government is.
linally Ming vindicated.” :

While the datlar once again slips below

The 85¢ mark, the unemployed join legions
which are quickly approaching 1 million in
number, and inflation steadily climbs
(currently 8.7 per cent), T find your ap-
parent interprelation of vindication 1o be
sumewhal [llogical, if not perverted.

The bold headlines contained in the
Philbrook ~ Report  loudly  proctaim
“Spending Cuts”, “Job Creation™, " Taxes
Cut”, and “'Industry Stimulated”’. Wepe
these statements not so pathetic in thejr
lack of substance, they would surely be

Plaza won’t help downtown
downtown ““where it’s at’’

Dear Sar:

[ have been reading with preat interest
the an again-off again proposed shopping
centre on the castern edge of the Town of
Acton. May | suggrest that the.council mem-
bers and the officials that are against this
proposed shopping centre should be con-
gratulited for their decision,

Look around us, the problems that hove
been created in our surrounding towns
Milton, Georgetown and just about any
other town in Narth America. The problem
of revitalization of the downtown core. The
shopping centre at the edge of town has
never helped the downtown. It erodes the
exisling retail, and in turn the tax base of
the fown.

Acton has started a very well planned re-
tlevelopment of its core. This should be con-
tinued with the possibility of closing some
side streets, incorporating some parking
areas, ond the continuation of pedestrian-

izalion of areas in the core, atong with an
dctive Business Improvement Arca,

Let us be realistic. No matter how much
retall is added to the edge of 1own, Acton
will remain Strictly as a loecal retal area.
People will still go to Guelph . Brampten. -
Mississauga - Torente  ete.  for  their
Depariment Store comparntive shoppicg.

The future retail lies in local neighbor-
hood speciality shepping areas at one end of
the scale and large rcegional shopping
centres at the ather end of the seale. The
middle ground of retail is neither fish nor
fowl, and orly hurts the existing local mer-
chants. ,

Nuo maltter how many retuil market
reporls are prepared projecling  Acton
necds, remember that " Downlown is where
it's al."”” That’s the hearthent of any town
and should be pretected.

. Lloyd Sankey
R.IK. 4 Acton, Ontario.

laughable.

[ also note that you've once again taken
sim ol erganized labor under the heading
“The Labor Elections Act". Your
suggested Bill to “*force™ tabor unions to
hold fair seeretl ballot votes with regards to
elections, or contract ratification is tatally
beyond belief! Te even suggest that a
represenfative of management be present
at such a vote is not only ridiculous, but
could be termed illegal under the Canada
Labour Code, Part V, Section 134 (1) (a),
and ibi, and 184 (1) fa).

You surely connot believe that a
nunagement representative at a Union
meeting “would guarantee that the results
of tabor clections truly represent the feel-
s of the membership withoul undue
mnfluence™ -

Icanreadily assure you that labor Unions
need ho tessons on democracy from the cur-
rent government,

Perhaps - I'm being  unduly  harsh.
Perbaps in your next “'Philbrook Report™
vou will be offering a quid pro quo for this
undus interference with the fundamental
democratic right to freedom of association.
Perhaps you will suggest that a Union Rep
be present at any corporate boardroom
meeling, Perhaps you will suggest thal any
decisions of such meetings be ratified first
by secret ballol. Perhaps you will agree to
publicly scrutinize all decisions, and
financial reports of these saome cor-
poralions. Perhaps—but 1 doubt it,

I'm afeaid that the constituents you
représent deserve betler than the sub-
terfuge contnined in your latest *Philbrook
Repart™,

Yours truly,
Allan Foster,

)

Aclon _

Love, respect key to hope

Dear editor:

With Christimas here and gone I would
like to express my good wishes to your
paper for the good job Bt has done in the
past, and to all those who agreed and
disngreed with my comments. This, is in
my opinion, a step In the right direction.

In an effort lo improve our world as
hrothers in Christ, an effort we should all be
interested in, let us bring this brother by
love to realization by relieving suffering

‘caused by injustice to our fellow .man

Lhraughout the world, .
I have tuken time to listen to many dil-
{ferent church sermons and alsothe political

themes of our leadership, and conclude our
greatest hope to improve the world would
be to bring brotherly love and respect for
our fellow man to reality, although [ see
little improvement. A few men still hold
progress at o standstil,

The good Lord gave us the w Com-
mandments to respect and obey ns children
of God, I have talked to all nationalities and
different faiths nund found none of them in
darkness as regards to the commoandments
of God. So | hiwe come to the conelusion
that in God's name an honest and sincere

cffort Is all that is necessary to. bring love
for our neighbors to realization.

Nuclear energy dilemma

The question of nuclear energy for
civillan use continues to be hatted around
by upposing sides. Each side has Iis own
compelling ethical and technical argu-
ments. An unskilled spectator gets dizzy
trying to foliow the progress of the game.

[lut once in a while, somecone manages to
distill for an instant the swirling contro-
versy and we cnn see what's geing on,

Poul Abrecht, director of the World
Councll of Churches' sub-unit on church
and sociely, has done just that, Writing in
the Ecumenicil Review, he comments
thit at our present state of technology,
conunitting ourselves to nuclear energy
development means  “foreclosing  the
oplions for {uture generations.”

If “forccloslng”™ makes you think of
morigages, it's a good analogy. You

woulfdn't buy & house now, live in it for
your life-time, and commil your grandson
to pay for it after the house has become
useless and broken down. You couldn’l
know il he would be willlng to pay for it, or
able to pay for it.

But that's what we're doing with nuclear
energy. We build plants now. We use the
energy from them now. But we commlt gur
grandchlldren, and thelr grandchildren, to
take care of our nuclear wastes, without
knowing whether they would be willing or
able to do so. :

Until we are sure we can dispose of
nuclear wastes safely, increasing our
dependence on nuclear energy sources will
be "foreclosing Lhe opilens for future
generations."

—Unchurched edltoriels

This hus been and still will be a challenge
teevery Hving soul unlil love and desire for
it by 0llmen is sincere, and an honest effort
is made o relieve suffering with action as
well as words.

S0 let's olt get to work and through our
lovee and action make this world at least
livable for all of God's creatures, for our
own salvation.

Yours sincerely,
George Greham
.1 1, Limehouse.

"Agrees with
evangelist

Thurs., Dec. 21, 1978
. Dear Sir:

I would just like to let you know [ renlly
enjoyed the article in Dec. 20's paper about
the evangelist who exposed Darwin's and
Freud's doctrines for what they really are;
destruclive! 1 appreclate your decision to
have it printed.

I ngree with nll my heart with what was
soid and find it very fittlng with the spirit of
Christmas because truly, if it wasa't for the
firat Christmas, we would have no reason
for living whatsoever! But praise God, The
Lord has come,

Let earth RECEIVE her KING! Thank

you for Hstening. Sincere]
rcly,

Jonathan Binnle
173 Perth St.,

Bill
Smiley

Well, it's been quite o week. I've been on
TV, twice; I've slipped on the ice, fallen
and sprained my wrist; and ['ve had an
operation on my nose.

[ was terrilic on TV, or so they tell me, |
missed if. The chap who did the interview
told me when it would appear, and 1
promplly forgot. I called him lo ask
whether it would be shown again, and he
told me when. { made a special trip home
ot 1 p.m. to see it. It had been shown at 12
noon. My wife was furfous. I was just as
glad. If I'd seen it, I might have quit my
Job and run off o Hollywood, there to
become just another ambilious starlet,
subject lo the whims of casting directors
and other such vermin,

As for sproining my wrist, I wonder if it
weren’'t a psychological ploy. I was
halfway through marking the pre-Christ.
mas exams, and my mind was heginning
to crack. I'd begun wondering whether the
students and I had been reading the same
plays and stories.

One student, dealing with a story set in
South Africa, had a moose involved. A
moose. In South Africa. Another informed
me that Lady Macbeth, the great, dark
murderess of Shakespeare's play, was
sweet and kind at first, and we sort of liked
her, but she gol mean later.

Frankly, when 1 slipped on the ice and
fell, T wouldn't be surprised if 1
deliberately let my wrist fold under me,
hoping it would break. At any rate, i
whimpered around for several days,
claiming I could mark no more papers
with a broken wrist, until an un-
sympathetic¢ doctor informed me il was o
mild sprain.

I didn’t whimper on the operating table.
I just groaned and grunted with agony.
First, the doctor covered my eyes with
various towels and things, so I couldn’t see
the needle and the scalpel approaching. |
gritted my teeth so hard a filling fell out.

Ever had a needle in the nose? Don't, if
you can help it. Tell them to knoek you out
with a total. I've had them in every partion
of my anatomy, and the nose is Number
(ne, except perhaps for the shol from the
dentist in the front upper gum.

There is, though, something mildly
intriguing when the doctor says, “You
hove very tough skin on your nese, for
some reason.” This, while he's sewing you
up, and snip, snipping the loose ends of
plastic thread. The whole thing didn't hurt
any mare than 2 smash in the face with a
knuckle-duster.

Al any rate, I'll never again be able to
say, scornfully, “It's no skin off my nose."’

However, I had lots of fun with the nose.
[ wen! straight {rom the operating table
bick to school, and the students, under-
standably, were fascinaled.

“Hoo hitcha, sir?" Told them they
should see the other guy.

“Jer wife get violent at THIS hour of the
morning?”" No, 1 told them quietly, it
happened the night before. 2

“What happened, sir?”

"I had my nose bobbed, Debbie. My wife
has been comptaining for years that she
can't kiss me properly, because of that big
nose, se | had a chunk removed.

Told another group that my nese had
heen smashed inte ground earthworm
texture by the Gestapo in World War 11,
and the steel braces inserled by an
eminent British surgeon to give it a
scmblance of shape had finally rusted, and
been removed.

To another class 1 stated solemnly that
my big, hooked nose had always bothered
me, as being short er fat or riddled with
acne¢ bothers other people, that I'd finally
decided to do something abeut il, and that
if they could wait uati] next Monday, when
the stitches came out, they'd find I had a
charming, turned-up nose with round
nostrils through which they could peer and
see my brain lurching around.

To still another class I suggested that a
hyena hod escaped [rom the nearest zoo,
pushed in our unlocked cellar window,
crept up the stairs In the middle of the
night, and bitten off my nese al the roots.

A very large bandage on a very large
nose made any of these stories acceptable,
and the more far-fetched the story, the
better it went aver. t do believe I received
the most compassionate looks from the
klds lo whom I suggested Lhat I'd had to
have the nose amputated because I'd bent
g0 close to a pound of hamburger, loocking
for some meat in it, that a rat had leaped
out of it, natled me on the nose, and I'd had
to have it cut off becouse of possible
eyrrhosis of the liver from a rat bite. I told
them no nose is a good nose, and they
agreed.

Golly blue, this isa't much of a post
Christmas column, s 1t? Oh, well,
Christmas is a big pain in the arm,
anyway. Beginning as a pagan cele
bralien, It has passed through o spiritual
celebration, based on a doubtiul birthday
of Our Lord Jesus, righ! back to a pagan
rite based on advertising, materialism and
turkeys, ol all things.

Anyway, have a happy festlve season,
everybody, and we'll {ry {o do the same,
IU's the best we all can do in these perilous
times. :




