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his new position puts him head anil shoulders above the rest
of regtlonal eouncil when it comes tno le adership, Develapment
of industry and commerclal assessment within the re gion

will e his main abjectives,

New chairman grasps
helm with confidence

Hy Rod Lamb

. Intuition based on exper-
ience is the quality Halton
Regional Chairman Jack
Raftis uses to lind which way
the political wind is blowing.

Raltis, who has been called
a fox by Mayor Don Gordon
[or his uncanny ability to
push the things which ean be
approved and lo drop those
which generate opposilion,
said he always listens when
councillors are debating.

“Is he speaking with

- conviclion or is he speaking

for political purposes?"
Raltis said a person who

speaks with conviction will

speak with emotion, will be
well organized in the
presentation of the facts, will
probably have spoken to him
and the staff beforehand and
will be committed to what he
is saying.

A person who doesn’t exhi-
bit these charactleristics is
usually speaking for political
purposes and can
defealed.

Haftis said his training as
an engineer has enabled him
to cut through the rhetoric to
the [aets.

“Thal's what an engineer is
trained to do,” he said, “to
aperale on the facls.

Haftis has an ability to shilt
the wheat from the chaff.

Al the first meeting of the
Halton Health and Social Ser-
vices Commiltee Tuesday,
Dec. 18, he cut through the
jargon and reams of informa-
lion presented by a group of
consutlants, to the true costs
of what they were saying.

The ability was earned
through 25 years in the busi-
ness world, 15 in the arena of
municipal politics.

Starting with Canadian
General Electric after he
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Teronto with a degree
In business and engineering
in 1953, Rallis has been with

the company ever since, ris- -

ing to be manager of the
northern Ontaric division and
then the western divisijon, the

positlon he continues to hold.

His philosophy of leader-
ship i3 based on allowing
people to follow their own
heads in that they achieve on
their own merits.

If they don't, or are unwil-
ling, Mr. Raftis sald the only
solution is "‘to scare the hell
out of them.”

Perhaps no other person in
Halton is as well qualified to
be its chairman.

AS he himsell said, ] have
served my oapprenticeship.”

Ratfis was chairman of the
committee on  regional
Eovernmen! when il was pro-
posed for Sudbury.

Deputy-mayor of the city at
that time (1972), he investi-
gated other municipalities
which had been incorporated
as regional municipalities.

When he moved o Burling-
ton and was elected to office,
he ran as regional councillor
because of his experience.

His engincering abilities
were recognized when he was

If it flies,
Morrow gets it

L("l the prize {it the person
could be the motto of Halton
Hills Councillor Mike Arm-
strong.

. Armstrong bid farewel] to
reliring chairman Ric
Morrow at Halton's inaugural
ceremony Wednesday, Dec,
13.

In recognition of the fact
Morrow is an Air Canada
pifot. Armstrong gave him a

plastic model of a jet fighter.

The aireraft was one of the
presents  Morrow received
from Armstrong who  said
poodbye to him on behalf of
the region.

Armstrong succeedeid
Morrow when the latter was
clecled chairman two years
ago.

The lwa live in Georgeluwn,

2,100 in damages

from traffic accidents

$2.100  in

More than
property dumnage resulted
[rom muotor vehicle aceidents
the week before Christmas.

Most of the damage on one
vehicle—$800—x on the car
driven by llsa McDonald, 178
Longfield Hd. - estimate
Halton Regional Police.

Police cestitnate damage to
the other car in the mishap to
be $§200_ 11 was driven by Jean

Hinnmoend, 125 Longfield Rd.
The accident occurred Friday
afternoon,

Police say one coar was

_ poing east on Meadvale Road,

while the other was west-
hound., Onpe of the vehicles
crossed anle the oncoming
fane.

The least property damage
5 $23 on a piek-up truck with
Maureen Ingles, 235 Mason
Blvik That estimate was nlso

87% Sheridan
gra ds employed

Y ot ,’.,, ,,_Ti r"
':.i';t *‘.f‘f TA WA grarthiaten
Iren Semerider, frhiege s
June, 1HE are empiner
accurding o a repan?
prefseried by ramiar war e
presicgest Don Skoelds 1y, the
college's bnard of girivrrars

The repurt sheas a lour ot
cent mcreass: n placernent
over [ast year A wirvey of
1,343 full-tumer gent- utrme:r}r
graduates shows 29 are
employed and 28 are con
tinuing their education The
remainder are looking fur
work. i

shtelds told the Yward
employment is good and iy
evenly distributed through all
of Sheridan’'s schools sl
divisions.

He also poted that there are
more studenls employed in
part-time johs than in
previous years. "By their
own choice students are
working part-time rather
than full-time."”

(rraduates of the School of
Nursing are in  boetler
rifuations than tn past yeors
he said. Currently there are
reven  graduates  waorking
temporarily in Vancouver
nnd many nursing graduates
are working partdime in
(mtario rather than moving
tey the United States where
(‘anasdlan nurses are in
tdemantd.

Laundromat
glass broken

The fronl window at the
Iatndromnt on Main Street
was smashed by vandals
esrly yesterday morning. The
window, valued at about $150,
was hroken, belween 6 n.m
nnd 7:30 a.m.

Sometime Just -prior to
Christmas a thiel got away
with o battery from a parked
auto on Churchill Road.

The ~urvey alsn shtws the
rretiian vadary for graduaies
3L VA

e placement  reporl,
fegefifaled  annuwally, W the
rozgll of four months’ work
by placerpent services alficer
Laredis Spriny Tl report will
reck b reproduced  and
tistributed iy area schools.

the police estimate.  The
Ingies vehicle and one driven
by Jean Jackson, t78 Tyler
Ave., were both eastbound on
nill  Street  East  Friday
morning when one turned left
lo go rorth on Wallage
Avenue, and the other struck
from the rear. Police pat the
anount - of damage on the
Jacksion aulo at $5K,

Also Friday afternoon, two
westbound  autos  on Mill
Streel were involved in o 3600
collision. [Damage to the auty
riven by Kenneth  Koam-
mingu, 189 Jeffrey Ave., is
estimated by police to be $401,
About hall that amount of
damage is pluced by police on
ihe nuto driven by Audrey
Honoell, IR, I 2 Bockwoord,
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The plane was in keeping
with  Morrow's  farewell
speech.

He compared the regional
experiment in Hallon 1o an
atrcralt taking off.

Once in the air, some of the
passengers wanted to get off
and go back to *‘the days of
horse and buggy.™

However, the majority
pressed on. Although they
cncounteredd  thunderstorms,
the efforts of crew and pass.
engers succeeded in securing
a safe passage.

Tiths five years of regional
governmen! behind  them,
Morrow said the plane has
sunnier skies ahead,

Morrow  was
standing ovation by the
multitude of people who at-
tended.

He

wias  also  given o

given a .

package ol golf balls. Nr]u
that he no longer has lo
comunil his time 1o being

" chairman, he has more time

for lcisure.

Having decided to step
down, he won't have to worry
about whether T.hf." exterior of
the region’s
headquarters will rust.

The quip was made by
someone {amiliar with the
building.

One of council's accomp-
ishments during Morrow's
term was the decision to build
the new regionatl building.

[t and the decision to select
Site F for landfill as well as
passing  the official plan,
forming a business develop
ment office and approving
uniform water rates rank as
Morrow's other accomp
lishments.

new
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appoinled chairman of the
public works commiltiee, o
position he held for five
years,

During that time (1574-78)
the region bullt and let con-
tracts for several major
water and sewage projecls.

Now that he has the reigns
of power in his hands, Raftis
said he is going to make (he
development of industrial and
commercial assessment his
main priority.

“People want Jjobs,”
said,

“Where are they going to
find them if someone doesn’t
g2 out and bring them here?"”

The chairman said he will
spend most of next year with
Bill Marshall, Halton's
development oflicer.

Created by former chair-
rman Riec Morrow, the depart-
ment is the key lo the future
in the eyes of Raftis.

A strong regional person,
Raftis said it is important for
people and the communities
they live in, to retain their
identity.

“Everything should bhe
liltered through the local
representatives,” he said.

Thus, it is important to
have the four mayors on the
administration commillec
secause it is through them
regional government will be
administered, .

Raltis is an English name.
Coming from a farming
family which homesteaded at
Arthur, north of Guelph,
Halton’s new chairman is
tough

He sajd the hardest thing is
toshoulder the blame in order
to aliow another councillor 1o
walk away with pride.

Although it is difficull, the
responsibility doesn't bother
Halus.

“When | walk out of the
meeting,”” he said, 'l forget

he

“x I
IS e

"l don’t have any problem
sleeping.”
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Golden Agers meet for Christmas

The Christmas meeling of
Acten Golden Age Club was
celebrated on  Wednesday
Dec. 20 with a pot luck sup-
pur.

Alter supper Lhe tables
were cleared, followed by a
program consisting of carol

of the Aging"”.

Mr. Fuller had several
violin  numbers, also Mr.
Sprowl and Mr. Davidson on
the mouth organ. The meet-
inh closed by singing Auld

Lang Syne nnd the "“More We
Cotet Tﬂht‘”'lf.‘

singing conducted by Mrs,
Merkley accomnpanled by
Mrs. Mann and readings by
some of the membera. Acton
Citizens' HBand also enler
tained by singing and playing
carols. A choir of the group's
own ladies sang *'The Battle

YOUR CHRISTMAS
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