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Keeping out noise

New standards set b

When most of us think of
pollution we think of air and
waler being destroyed. But
there is another kind of
pallution disrupting our en-
vironment—noise poliutlon.

Noise is unwanted sound, It
can make conversation dif-
ficult, concentratlon impos-
sible and sleep an unrealized
dream,

In a bid to reduce the noise
menace, the Central
Bage and Housing Corpora-
tion recently set now stand-
ards of acceptable home
hoise levels, They will apply
to homes built after July 31,
1¥8, wilth National Housing
Act linancing, These stand-
ards are the product of & ten
year, CMHA-financed study
by ihe National Hesearch
Council into the cifects on
daily life of two of the most
common sound offenders—
road and rollway noise.

Mort-

Research determined 40 dB
(decibels) is the maximum
level at which comifortah!e
conversation can be carried
on. If sound levels in your
living roem or dining room
are higher, you are raising
your wvolce to talk and
straining to hear. In activity
areas—hallways, kitchens,
bathrooms—toltrable  nojse
tevels are naturally higher,
with a maximum of 35 dB,
Undisturbed slcep requires
extra quiet, so oom nolse
levels are set at 33 dB,

CMHC stapdards are con-
cerned with noise outside the
home as well as tnside. I
pcople are to enjoy their gar-
dens, patios and balcenies,
they must be free from the
roar of passing traffic ar the
clatter of & nearhy railway.

The eutdoors is bound to be
noisicr than the cantrolied ep-
vironment in the hoine, but

Renting?
Check the lease

Home ownership is con.

sidered part of every Cana-

dians dream. In reality
vwnership is net for. every.
one.

Many voung prople elect
for e [reedom of renting.
Their careers are in transi-
tiecn and tkeir futlure needs
undetermined. Renting gives
them the flexibility  they
want. Older people are
regularly giving up owner-
ship of their homes for rental
asccornmodation, where snow
removal and grass cutting
are the landlord's responsibi-
lity. And tastly, many famil-
ies rent while they are saving
o buy a kome.

As with home ownership,
rental should not take more
than 25 per cent of your gross
income. This figure can be
adjusted modestly upwards
or downwards, depending on
where housing falls on your

tist of spending priorities.

When vou find o rental
home, 1the agreement s
legatized by sipning a lease
with the Iandlord,

The lease describes 1w
property, the amount of rent
and conditions ol payment,
the rutes nf accupancy-- for
instance, if pets are per-
milled—and the length of the
lease.

Provincinl  povernments
have laws ensuring the rental
dgreement 15 fair to both ten-
ant and landiord. The low
puarantees the tenont's right
to rencw the lease, so the
tandiord cannot {oss him oui

on whim.
Sometimes the landlord

and tenant cannol agree on

terms of the lepse, such as
rent. The dispute is then
brought before the provincial
rent control board, or equiva-
lent autherity, which ritles on

outside noise levels should not
exceed 55 dB. This allows
people to taik at close range
without raising their volces.

For most of us there are
only lwo broad categories of
sound distinctlon, noisy and
3ulcl. 50 how do scleptists

etermine such precise nolse
levels? As amazing as it may
seem, they have developed a
complex mathematlcal for-
mula to determine noige
levels for each room in a
house and for the ot outside.
This formula takes Into ac-
count the home’s distance
from the noise source, the
nature of the noise seurce, the
nilural tepography of the
house site and the malerials
from which the house is con-
structed.

Il outside noise levels ape
calculated at no more than 55
dB, construction meeting the
residentinl standards of the

the matter.

These  rentals  do  not
remeove vour responsibility to
00 yeur lease is fiir. You
must  read it thoroughly,
making sure you understand
its provisions-——whether you
pay hydro, the charges [or the
parking and such. t

You should personally view
the premises before signing
the lease taking note of any
conditions thol are unsatis-
factory. Make sure repairs

and changes are written in

the lease with a stipulated
tme for completion.

As a lenant you do not haye
as big an invesiment in your
home as an owner, but you
should still Erntect yourse)f
against luss by fire or thefl.
Insurance will cover this as
well a3 any damage you
might cause to the property of
the landlord or other tenants.

Canadlan  Building Code
would normally keep out ex-
cess noise. Housing where
noise levels run between 5%
dB and 75 dB can quallfy for
NHA financing if adequate
sound insulatlon is provided.
Housing where the oulside
noise levels exceed 75 dB is
dutomnatically  disqualified
from NHA f{inancing.
Intelligent planning in the
early stages can save time
and money, Making use of the
natural features of a sjte and
its surroundings can reduce
the nolse impact on proposed
housing. Helling or hilly ter-
rain will act as a bartier to
noise and provide protection
to nearby homes. Where nat-
ural features cannot be used
to reduce noise levels, there
are & number of simple solu-
tirns that can be adopted. The
most effective is to increase
the distance between the
noise source and the house, or
allernately, te construct
mounds of carth therms) or
barriers made of concrete,
brick, wood or metal which
witl cul down the roise level,

Inside the house the exter-
nal noise levels may be re-
duced to acceptable limits by
improving the eonstruction of
the outside shell of ihe
building. For example, solid
double doors provide the best
protection  againsl  noise,
while o single hollow core
offers the least protectjon.

Openable windows provide
tittle protection, while sealed
winduws provide the most
noise reduction. In planning
th¢ internal layoul, rooms
where quiet is needed, such
a3  bedrooms,  should  be
located on the side of the
house farthest from the traf-
fic.
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877-5211

$34.900 FULL PRICE
Smort 3 bodroom home with private yord, full
basement, patio, bright, cheery kitchen. Many
oxtray including appliances, drapes, broadloom
and much moare, Call beforo it's goan.

42,500 DOWN
CARRIES LIKE RENT
Lovely J bdrm 2 bath homa backing anio green-
belt. Roc room with wip to fenced yard, cat-in
kitchan, living-dining cemba, Bundry room and
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Noice is more than a nul-
sance, it is a hazard to gur
physical and  emotiona]
health, Bul by improving the
standards of the homes we

y CMHC

live in and thelr surroun-
dings, much can be done to
counter Lthe noise menace and
make daily living more plea-
sant.

Construction
going metric

Metrificatlon-~the  term
still boggles the minds of
many  Canadians, even
though this country started
dawn the road to metric con-
version etght years ago.

Conversion to metric Is not
merely change for change's
soke. Most nations in the
world operate on the Systeme
internationol d'unites or SI.
This system is based on units
of ten and it provides
measuremenis for all
physical qualities in present
day technology.

Metric's decimal base and
unit coherence mean in-
dustries can avoid cumber-
some conversion factors re-
quired for so many everyday
caleulations in the imperial
system.

Not only is the metric
system  ultimately  more
simple than the old imperial
sysleny, its  application o
industries witl help expand
OY{rseas markets ™ for
Canadian  materials and
machines,

This year Canada passed
one of the higgest hurdles on
the rvad to metric con-
version. On January 1, the
tonstruction industry began
operating in the new system,
how all construction plans,
drawings, specifications and
materials are in metric units.

AKERS-

in co-operation with the in-
dustry, the Central Morigage
and Housing Cerporation con-
verted ils internal operations
lo metrie,

Naturally this change takes
a period of adjustment, time
to replace old imperial
mental images with new
metric ones. Metric housing
projecis. already success-
fully underway in several
Canadjan communities, are a
tribute to the relative ease
with which conversion can
take place -once ald pre-
judices are given up. The key
to successful conversjon is
adopting a metric mentality,
learning to think in the new
system's units.

In the construction industry
the cffects of melric con-
version  are  paradoxical.
Ubviously every aspect of an
tndustry  so  dependent on
measurement  is  affected,
though  this  widespread
change is hardly noliceable.

The needs of people in their
homes and offices remain
unchanged, so door heights,
window sizes and floor spaces
dare not appreciably altered.
The kitchen counter height in
most homes is slightly under
three feet. The new metric
kitchen counler height is 800
mm (millimed{res), or about a
finger nail width sharter.
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GEORGETOWN CHARMER
$5.700 down. Maintonance fron home on fully
fenced ot foaturing 3 bdrms, formal dining,
Sun parch, garage and much mare. Close to all
amenites. Vendor enxious.

JUST LISTEDII ONLY #65.9001

workehop. Phane now far any intpection.

COMMERCIAL PROPERTIES AVAILABLE NOW

Jim Akers
877-7551

877-5211

92 MAIN STREET S.
GEORGETOWN

Ideal Christmen gift for the famity. Lovely 4 bad-
room homs on quiet crescent just stops from the
school. Main floor family room, extra 3 piacs
bath and you con retax in tho sauns,

John Clark
877-6854

- Toronto Line 453-3911




