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July scorchoed the sandy sol and there was nothing
left 1n the well except a muddy pool of water, The
stone sides were green with slime whare masquitores
hovered in hardes. Water, that nacassity ol tifo which
we taok far granted, had becoma the most important
factor for survival. Anxtous eyes looked skywards for
any small dark cloud which might promise an and to
the drought. We made endless journeys to a small
Irickle of water we once called acreek, and scooped up
the precipus liquid into buckets, to carry it five or six
hundred yards to the houses. | :

"'The old well has just about had the biscait™, | told
Angus. Do ynu think we should consider drilling for
waler?"’

He thought for a momaent and 1 knew he rgsanied
my interference - as a greenhorn, | was hot supposed
1o know anything abaut wells. :

""Nope’’, he sald decidedly, *"that "ud cost a fortune
-~ al leas{ three or -four dollars a foot. Might drill a
hundred fget and stilt tind nothing."* He gave me an
authoritarian look emphasized by a jerk of the head.
“Wo 'ave ter know what’s down thare,'' he said,
pointing 10 the earth. 'Before wa dig a spadaful, we
jest "ave ter know.'' As he limped away he safd. **We
need a ‘"witcher''t™" .

“What in the world s a "“witcher'", | called aftar
him.

He stopped in _his tracks, wheeled around and
almoet spat at me. “'A “'witcher'', Mister Smart Ass,
15 & man who can find water - an' I'm gonna git a
“witcher”', so [ am!™

It was final, and | was looking forward to meoting
the superior being who was to bless the Hungry
Hundred with an abundance of water.,

The “"wilcher’" turned oul io be a little Irishman
catled Q'Ailey. He looked like somebody out of
Disneyland - almast a teprechaun. His speech was 1he
music of the “‘old sod'’, high pitched, excited and
accompanied with wild gestures.

“"This here,”" O'Riley said, holding up a forked
stick, ""was taken from a wonderiul tree in Donegal."’
He waved it thraugh the air in majestic fashion, like a
wizard performing a myslic rite. “'[{ has the magic ¢!
the ltttle people tn its fibre. | holds the stick like this
and f walks in a straight line. When il gets over waler,
it turns and twists in me hands - a mighty powerful
tarce it is.*’

Thes guy is full of blarney, I told mysell. What does
he expect now, applause? ‘‘You've gat to be
kidding,”* | said, in tolal disbeltef.

O’Riley's face took on a hurt expression and Anqus
gave me ona of his “'keep yer mouth shut’" fooks.
Since his demonstration had left me complelaly cold,
the little man gave all his attentlon 1o Angus.

"Would you be havin® a littte shot o' somathing as a
starter - a drop of petrol to {ire the power?*’

Angus nodded his head in the direction of the barn.

He glared at me without speaking but his eyes said,
“'who neads you anyhaw?'’ They walked away from
me, the little man stiil gesturing and talking excitedly
and Angus limping and skipping to keep up with him.

| coufd plcture the scene insida the barn. Angus
producing a bottle o whiskey from its hiding place,
and the crafly little *'wilcher’” making a mentat note
of where the treasure had beon concealed. Angus was
nol a reqular daytime boozer, but | guessed that
O'Riley would consume as much of the tiquor as
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Angus's generosily would allow.

It was about half an hour later, when Angus
harnessed the team to a squeaky mowing machine,
and set oul 10 cut the poor logkin hay on the south fen
acres. O'Riley proceeded 1o per?urm his antics in the

fjeneral vicinity of the barn,

Ouring my trips between the creek and lhe house
with a couple of baltered buckels, | saw the [itle
Irishman walking back and forih with his hocus-pocus
stick. Whalever he was doing, he seemed o be happy
al his work, stepping lively and whistling throygh his
teatlh.

As the aflernoon wore on, however, | saw less and
fess of O'Riley. { suspected that he was drawn mare to
the hidden liquid tn the barn than the preclous watar
befow the earth! When he did appear from time to
fime, he was no longer capabie of walking tn a stralght
ling. He zig-zagged an unsieady course across the
bewitched earth. Eventually, his mysterious powers
and the strength of his legs deserted him camplately,
and ho slumped beneath an old chestnut trao.
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Sttuated on 4 acte near Georgetawn, this 2 hedraom
bungalow comus camplete with lnving cooem, diring
roum, 4 pioce bath, walkout to o codaer deck, Atkached
Harie, and axcellont financing  avadahle. Askmin

362,000 Coll Terry Sandersnn,

Locarad on 42 very acenic acros of gentia tolling lami,
panty woodad with stroam. this Himosphere, 2 storpy
hemn fcomplately testored! featuros: vory Lirge bod
taoms, kving raom, with open fireptace, farpe sepaam
hving ream with Fronch doors. a real couniry kitchon
with bnack wall containmg budt-in micro oven, iand
stovy. Playtoom and laundry toom nn main Haor. Lasge
Frstonud Bank barn with box statis. Boord fences, oic.
Asking anly $169.000. Please call Info Winthee,

ACTON — A LIVING BARGAIN — $54,900.
Three bedrocen backsplin backing onia farmland, Firo-
place and walkou! from living room. GWNER WANTS
TO MOVE THIS WEEK - MAKE US AN QFFERI
Plogse call Marg Kearna,

The name friends
= recommend to friends

After my final irip 10 the creck, | concerned myself
with the welfare of Q'Ritey - he was not in any painl
He was sprawled on his back with his mouth wide
open, Lost in blissful sieep, he snorted and blew a
noisy tune, his loose dentures moving with the music
like two rows of yellow organ keys,

When Anrgus and the swealing team raturned from
mowing., | was sitting on the verandah. Angus
stretched some IHe back into his painful joints and
Itmped over to me. His shirt was clinging to him like a
wel rag and his face was cavered in dust.

“Where's O'Riley?” he snapped fmpatiently,

"He's lying underneath the chestnut trea, ' )
aniwerad, trying not to laugh out loud.

"Did ‘e tind water?'', he asked hopefully.

“No!™" | said in a tone of derision, '*but he seams to
have found lots of whiskay!™ |

"'What do yer mean - talk sense."" Angus was hot,
tired and gatling madder by the second.

"'Go and look for yoursetf,”’ I said. “'your miracle
man s as drunk as a skunk!'" ¢ 11
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3 Bedioom, 3 year old clevated canch hungakyw in -
Acton. Fealunmg: Lroadisom hroughout, Luge ki
HIT1Y parlially  finished hnsu;m_-nl dand rofessinoaly
Wndscapediot Asking $59.000 Call Torry Sandarsan,
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SELF
IN FRONT OF A ROARING FIREPLACE
ONA COLDWINTER'S NIGHT

This quality built, 3 bedroom swespht. situated on 25
actes of colling countryside, otfers cistam built-in kil
then calnnets, ceranic pla in 1he foyer ond 2 barh-
rooims, large living and dining raoms, partially finished
basamaont. Also on this parcet is o smail barn snirable far
threa or four hotsos ar a work shop. The peilect Christ-
mas qgilt far the whole tamily. Asking 499 900. Call Glon
e .

‘500 DOWN
1 Boedreomy  1gwnhome, IMMACULATE!
H1.500. Call Dune Archabald.

Asking

11.6 ACRES

Excalliiny building sile with troes and open sSpace, .
Conveniont to Mahawk Raceway and 40T, Vendor will
considar ¥ year mortgage. Asking $54.900 Call Duncg
Aichibald,

COUNTRY ATMOSPHE RE $37,900.
Lacatnd on quint rood and overlasking 1ha couniryside.
This well kept townhoula teatwres: 3 bedrooms, large
L-shaped hving-dining room with walkout to private
patia and & most charming Colonial kitchen with naw
stove and fridge in harvess gold. Broadigom through.
out. Ploase call tnge Winthgr,

Far canfidential ovalustion wilhoye abligalion please call ys
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