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We are particularly happy that
Hartley Coles is resuming the
position of editor of The Acton Free

. Press. It was from him that I took

the job, about five years ago. He
has an excellent staff working with
him. Many of you know them:
Helen Murray, Eric Elstone and
Robin Inscoe, with Bill Cook as ad-
vertising manager, Don McDonald
takes over as publisher, replacing
Dave Dills.

Perhaps not many people have
the pleasure of working with and
for their friends, as we have done.

In- the beginning ...l started
work at the Free Press fresh out of
university (and fresh out of money)
in 1950, boarding with my aunt
Fern Brown in the house where we
now live. The plant was of course in
the reconstructed building on Mill
now called *'Acton Mews—The Oid
Free Press Building.” My parents
Roy and Marguerite (Stewart)
Brown of Toronto were both born
here so I knew the town well.
Having proved that 1 could write
and spell I married David and be-
came incorporated in the family
business. My salary was $17 a week
when ] started and then, as now. it
included night and weekend tasks,

The staff was small, so my jobs
included helping Ev Braida in the
office and with the proofreading,
and finally mastering the machine
which folded each copy of The
Acton Free Press singly. Bob
MacArthur had to run extra copies
for many weeks while I struggled
with that dratted machine!

I also delighted in trying to
operate the big hulk of a press
which printed the papers in those
days and managed it, too, but I
didn't have the strength to push the
brake so happily abandoned that
one to Hartley Coles, Wilf Duval or
Dave.

There were few of us there then,
all people who liked each other.
And so over ali the years that great
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bonus of friendships has remained.
Good times, fun, challenges.

In the course of reporting the
news, we also always felt we were
among people we liked. We wanted
to do a good job for you. It was
tiring, but fun, to go to those
parades, kids' groups, Christmas
concerts, 90th birthdays, annivers-
aries . . .all the things that make a
small town paper what it is. And
there were fires and accidents, too,
that made for upsefting hours.

How worked up we have become
over issues over all those years! In
particular we will never forget
regional government with its un-
kind changes for Acton, the loss of
the post office, old school and
statton, and the defacing of the
town bhall with the addition of a
second storey to the fire hall.

Maybe we will be even more
vocal when we don't feel the ob-
ligation of trying to be fair!

Community weeklies are a
marvellous creation, the one place
where people seern to get together.

During the interchange that
provides cach week's issue, we
have encountered the best of co-
operation from staff, advertisers,
politicians, representatives of
active groups, the people who con-
tribute news from the district, and
all our readers,

Special thanks to publisher Dave,
two floors down, and our daughter
for their constant encouragement
and interest. :

There have been so many
changes over the years, and so
many more are coming. Publishing
and printing are both thriving in-
dustries and there's a marvellous
future ahead! i

We'll be seeing you. I won't have
a camera bag slung over my
shoulder, and I won't have a pencil
and scrap of paper stuffed in my
pocket. We'll have more lime to
chat,

Kay Dills

Protect your car

Winter’s coming. . .Monday
proved it. And not far behind are
the salt and the sand on the roads.

You can do something about it,
by waxing your car, Get some good
exercise this weekend and help
baffle winter, too.

Talk to any of the factory
representatives and they'll
strongly recommend regular
waxing of the car, Though paint

itself will protect the metal for a
considerable length of time, there
are many elements—chemicals,
air pollution, caustic particles,
dust, grime, sun, squashed bugs,
detergents, and of course,
salt—which work against this
protection. There's really nothing
like wax to protect your car,
probably the largest single in-
vestment your family has next to
the house.

Pedestrians can help

There are many people in On-
taric who do not carry a driver’s
licence but no doubt would still like
the opportunily. of donating their
bodies to science or organs for
transplant.

Licenses have a place where
drivers may indicate their desires.

Pedestrians, as well as drivers,
may help others.

Others may obtain a special form

. and a card for wallet or purse by

writing the Ontario chief coroner,
Dr. H. B, Cotnam, at 26 Grenville
St., Toronto, M7A 2GY.

Of this and that

New mayor Pete Pomeroy is
planning to be in the Acton town
office some times, to be available
for local concerns, That's goed
news.

The ftravelling minister had
finished his sermon in a prairie
town and asked: “Now, how many
of you would like to go to heaven?”
Everyone raised his hand except
for a small boy sitting in the front
row. “Don’t you want to go to
heaven?” the minister asked,
looking at the lad. “I'd like to "

came the reply, “but I got hockey
practice at2.” .

W L ] L

The current downtown im-
provements continue with the new
facade for Nielsen's Clothing.
There are many comments about
how much better the main streets
look these days,

. . *

In some towns.. .like
Coliingwood. . .council proceed-
ings are sometimes seen on cable
television. It would certainly help
voters to recognize their best
representatives.
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MANY BEAVERS were invested last Tuesday in
Limehouse hall. District Commissioner Murray
Harrison officiated and all the parents and many
brothers and sisters attended. The adults
standing at the back are, I. to r. Glenda Benton,
Julian Clow, Murray Harrison, assistant district
commissioner Andrea Sharples, Nancy Dews nap
and Mary Burns. The cubs with the flag are John
Benton, Mike Hannah and Jaso

Clean, Dennis

absent.

. [an
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house Beavers are: Dylan Aster, Ronnie Batche-
lor, Joe Blair, Jason Brown, David Boyle, Sean
Burns, Jamic Dewsnap, John-Pau) Dewsnap,
Robby Gregﬂry
Ross MacKenzie, Stuart MacKenzie, Kevin Mc-
Pennie, Chris
Scholz, Gregory Socha, Scott Smith, Randy
Tellier and Steven McDonell. Chris Burns was

ohnston, Steven Little.

Pouw, Gregory

names of the b

Sugar and spice

Canadian people in o more querulous
moad than they are lodav. And wilh less
reason.

Even during the Depression, people
weren 1 so angry and whining. They were
seared and  worried and  frustrated,
because there was no work and they some-
times didnt know where the pext meal
was coming from. Bul they were also lean
and tough and ingenious and independent
They didn'l spend wll their time bitching

daboul the government.

Maybe we've gol tou fat and too lazy and
txy government-dependent during the las
A0-odd years. During and after World War
IT. we sailed happily inte the selecl few
nations that had the highest tiving stan-
durd in the world, and we've poever
recovered,

We thought all we had 1o do was lie back
like a high-priced prossic and let the
money roll . Germany and Japan wore
licked, the British were bankrupt, and
North America was living high off the hog.

Everybody was buying new cars and
houses apd boats and semmer properties,
because the cornucopia of goodies had no
bottom. All we had to do was keep the Red
Menace at bay, and the Yanks would look
after that.

For a decade or so after the war, the
pipe-dream ltasted, even pot more colers

A small error?

November 15, 1978
2368 Larial Lane
Walnut Creek, Calf,
LS. AL 59
The Editar
Acton Free Press
Acton, Ontarto
Dear Sir:
 We would like to point out a small error in
the caption to & piclure in your October Lith
poper. .
The plicture depicls Fred Archibald
helping  Brian NHobertsen ond  [ichard
Bruce to paint the rings on the ice at the

andd more shine. Industey and
were boonnng.  The  Amerieans  were
pouring in developmenl money

But a combination of things put the
tandwriting on the wall. My salary quisl.
ruplerhin s decade. And so did vours. But it
shill wasn’t enough. We developed o
reputabon as o nation thal wis complelely .
untrustworthy when st came to labar reli-
hoens and strikes,

Wetook on massive socetl aid plans sueh
as medicare, that we really couldn't al-
ford. We tricd o auttdo every other counlry
m the warld when it came to unempioy-
ment imsurance and welfare and pensions.
The bilts, with interest, kept piling up
the lending capitals of the warld,

Al the siine litne, Germany, Japan aoed
other nabions with populatinns only oo
cager o work their butts off 1o pet rid ol
starvintion and cold and housing shortapes,
aided by o massive injection of Tunds from
Whe 105, pamicky about the Cold War,
began lo rebulld with o specd and single-
ness of purpose that was frightening,

Our  trade  Janguished  because  our
progducts were oo expensive 1o meet the
competition.  Our  international ot
timinished rapidly as we welshed on onr
NATO commitments, kept vur foreign aid

Acton Curling Clube Actually what we be-
Heve hie is deing iy laying some sort of a
homming devive that wild aid his gane in the
season W comwe. Laocal curlers  thougi
Archibald was o lucky curler hut he really
needs afl the help thal e can get.

We are happy to see the curling news
hack in the paper and look forward to
following the action in the iponpths to come,

Gur congratulations 1o the ¢lub an their
choive of executives,

simeerely,

Cathy and Dexter Lindberg

Churches participating

Nov. 20, 1973
To the Editor,
Acton Free Proess,
Dear Mrs. Difls:

[ am writing in response to the letler from
Lorna Clarke in the Nov. 15th Free Press,

- She snnounced the formation of the intey-

church committee lo plan Acton'a 1o Daya
for World Development (Feb. 2 - 12).

It occurred to me that your readers might
appreciate knowing which churches are

participoting so far and the numes of their
representatives, They are: Acton Baptist
(Mike De Jong), Churchill Coemmunity
(Joanne Turner), Knox Presbyterian
(Emilto Rodrlguez), St. Alban's Anglican
(Lorpa Clarke), 5L, -Joseph's H.C. (Peter
Papltion) and ‘Trinity United (Sieve
Urmsby}, .
Thank you for the promlsence given to
Lorna's letter with Its title *‘Acton Cares’.
Respectfuily,
Eldon Comfort

by Bill Smiley

Frugal, and wallled when we should have
snirledh, in the ULN

Aned now s all coming home o roos .
And were erying like a bunch of babies.
We've wrestled inflation 1o the ground, but
who's on lop o the fall? Our dollar is
propped up by utterest rates that would
ke me turn green with sweat prolusely
were 1 a young husband hoping to buy
hinuse with a big morlgage. Sav $40.000 at
110 pereenl Figure itout, boy. And it (the
Hollierd s sbll worth unly 85 cents US.,

wineh st much good either, heside the:

yen anel the mark and the rane,

A friend of mine, who fought with the
Gernum army i North Africa gets o
tgger war pension than 1 do, PLUS 2
civilum pension from Germany worth $150
a muonth, beeause the mark is so healthy.
Who the heck won the war, anyway? We
thel, but we lost the peace. -

With mmmtable resources, we have a
horrendous  unemployment  rate.  The
country 8 poing into debt to the tune of
billions & year. Taxes are high and ever-
¢lirmbang.

And why? Greed. We all want! more and
mare of everything: new highways, new
airporls, higger pensions, bigger salaries,
twaedrs inevery parage and meat at least
SIX limes o woeek,

But luok around you, and see il our un-
Canadinn whining s justificd. It's stilf one
af the best eountries in the world to live in,
physically.

Take moa supermiarket, There's a power
ot comploining aboutl prices, hut people,
cven the relatively poor, are snapping up
luxury items: frozen foods, ora nges, Cali-
tornin  grapes,  hot-house  {fomatoes,
chicken, lamb chops, deodorants, bouglit
cikes.

i the old days, the only time | saw an
orange or a grape in the house was at
Christmos. Ldidn't know what & lamb chop
tasted Like until T came of ape. A chickey
was samething you bought from a farmer
fur o dollar, plucked and evisceruted
yourscll, and had Jor o special Sunday
dinner, with relafives,

My maolher would have considered
[rozen fould an abomination of the devil,
and o temptation lor lazy women. Deador-
ants cansisted of snap.

And yet we never went hungry, ond
never stank. Wetl, maybe o dittte, by the
vnd of the weck,

Dot misunderstiond me. [ don't wont to
g0 back to the old days, when my Dad
developed wleers worrying about the coal
bill, and my Mam worked until midnight
patebing and sewing to keep us decent.

But ' getting heartily siek of Cana-
dians who are worrled about missing the
trip tu the Caribbean this winter, or having
to put off the purchase of o new car unti]
nexl sununer,

Quitcherbitehind
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The Free Press
~ Back Issues

10 years ago

Taken from the issue of the Free Press
of Wednesday, Noveunher 20, jogk

Heeve Dr. Frank Oakes and deputy-reeve
Ted Tyler Jr. are acclaimed byt there will
be an election for all other seats Dec. T
Three are already campaigning for the
mayor's scat, Herbert I Hinton, in-.
cumbent Leslie Duby and present coun-
cillor Rubert Drinkwalter. Eight who gual-
ified to run for council are William
Williams, Earl Masales, William Coats,
John  Greer, Garnet McKenzie, Cyril
Bishop, Peter Marks and Orval Chapman.
aixX were potminated for Hydro seats, Jacob
van der Kooy, Douglas Manning, Robert
MacArthur, Wilfred MeEachern, Orville
Brown and FEdward Tyler Sr.

The historic Eden Mills grist mill was
gutted by lire Friday.

20 years ago

Taken from e issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, Novembher 27, 1954

This vear enly three civic posts will be
listed on the ballots when the etectors go to
the polls on Monday., December 1. Nomin-
alivns beld Friday evening in the Legion
auditorium attended by nearly 300 were
heavy with 43 representalives nominated (o
filk 14 positions. Due to withdrawais the list
has been cut down te 18 who qualified.

Nassagaweya volers will go to the palls
Monday for the first lownship election sinee
195%. This vear. they will choose between
incumbent Jolnm A, Milne and  former
councilluor - Arthur A Padbury  fuor the
poasition of 1959 reeve of the lownship.

The tannery will cluse by spring if part of
the effluent from the plant is oot handled
through the town disposal plant the same as
tust year, emphasized R.R. Parker, Beard.
more official, when he asked the Public
Utitities  Commiission to reconsider the
serious situation @ their regular meeting,

50 years ago

Taken from the issue of the
Eree Press of Thursday, November 22, 100y

All non-resident schonl pupils whose fees
have not been paid will be denied the priv-
ilege of attending school. Principal Miss
ALZ. Bennett will attend to the matter with
despateh, sctivol board decided

Monday mght was the annual meeting of
Acton  Cittzens' Buand., That venerable
member of the band since its inception in
1872, Mr. J.C. Hili, was present. Mr. Hill
has the original bass  horn,  several
uniforms and caps. as well s the band re-
cords. President ay Agnew, was in charge
of the meeting. A, Mason is Bandmasler.
Elected 1o the executive were Geo, Simp-
son, J.G. Lindsay, C. Landsborough, Geo.
Smith, J.C. Currie and J. MeGeachie.

Census takers estisnate that 8,124 cars

per day pass alenpg  the  highway o
Hurlington Beach.

1 Gﬁl years ago

Taken from the issae of the Free Press
of Thursday, Nevember 21, INTR

On Friday evening last, as Mr. Robert
Hrown was turning his democrat in front of

© the post office. the neck-yoke broke, He

specially patehied it up, and after getting his
load for the soiree at Crewsons Corners, re-
turned. nu further damage resalting,

Dr. NMeGarven and Mr. F.H. Storey will
teave Acton soon for Nassau city, situated
in New Providence Island, one of the
Bahama group in the West Indies, one of the
healthiest places on this continent. The
toctor will remuin about (wo months and
Fred about six months. He has been very
sick for some time, and his friends hope this
will bring him round again,

Notwithstanding the fearful condition of
the ronds a large number of farmers fownd
their way inte lown on Saturday and busi-
Ness Was very good.

The brickwork of Nicklin's new bakery at
thie corner of Mill and Main has been com-
pleted.

The Knights of Pythlas of this village
have formed a Debating and Entertaining
club in connectlon with their regular
weekly meetings.

The street crossings are very bad, The
average depth of mud is three inches,




