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Songs of the swan

Twelve

By Rod Lamb

History was recorded in
Halton at the new regional
headquarters  Wednesday,
Nov. 15,

The last of an era was rung
down and the beginning on a
new one heralded.

Heard in the spanking new
council chambers was the
swan song of the old order, 12
of which will never return.

Yet, while the parting of the
ways was noted, the new
order was unveiled.

A plaque commemerating
the first meeting of Halton
Regional Councll in the green
building was unveiled.

Recording ail of the names
of the 1977-78 councll, it for-
ever marks the date in
bronze.

The meeting was the first
and last one for the ocutgoing
councillors. Noting the fact
was Milton Councillar Jim
Kerr, who was defeated by
Gus Guutuu.ski in the munici-
pal election Nov, 13,

It was the first and last
meeling for his fellow
regional collezgue from
Milton, Jim Watsan.

Watsan went down to defeat
at the hands of Eill Johnson.

Defeat at the polls meant
Nov. 15 was the last regional
function for Halton Hills
Mayor Tom Hill and Coun-
cillor Garnet McKenzie,

For Mayor Mary Munro,
the occasion was the last time
she would represent Burling-
ton at regional council.

David Coons who lost in his
bid for her seat will also not
return. He was absent from
the meecling Wednesday.

Don Carter, Tom Suther-
land and Ben Ciprietti will not
answer the trumpet when
Burlington sends Its new
order to the inaugural meet-
ing. Each took their leave.

Their counterparts Gordon
Reade, Arch Donaghey and
Clark Eriksen fromOakville
will do likewise. They, too,
took their leave.

Only chairman Ric Morrow
will bridge the gap belween
the old and the new,

Although the meeling was
his last official one, he will
continue in office until the
new council elects its own
chairman.

S50 it was with sompe
emotion that the old guard
saluted before marching off.

Each was presented g
regional ring by Morrow.

Munro was the first one lo
receive hers.

The little box in which the

ring nestled, was the only one
which was gift-wrapped.
Munre was alsu the only
one Morrow kissed.
Un  bhoth accounts, the
reason was because she was
the only woman.

The leave-taking was not
without humor.

When  Morrow  kissed
Munro, one  counclllor
quipped he would have to kiss
all others because he hod set
a precedent.

In return, Munro joked that
Morrow’s dispensing of the
finger ornaments had made
him “Lerd of the Rings".

Looking over her term,
Munro said controversy over
the reglon's landfill location
at Site F was the most
memorable.

She sald polities teaches
that no one is indispensible
and although politicians often
operate alone, at regional
council she liked to think they
acted as a team.

She 14 stepping down to pur-
sue a career in low,

Hill was the second person
to receive the ring.

As the second mayor who
won't be relurning, he was
accorded the honor of being
next in line,

Going back to the time
when Morrow and Hill served
on the same fire committee,
Morrow said Hill did his best
lo represent his side,

At regional council, how-
ever, they both sat on the
same side of the fence.

Hill was defeated by Peter
Pomeroy.

Morrow, who was present
when Hill  congratulated
Pomeroy in his election
quarters Monday night, Nov.
13, said when Hill lelt, there
was an absolute silence, so
cutstanding was the manner
in which Hill passed the torch
onto his successor.

"“I have a great deal of res-
pect for him,"” sald Morrow.

Hill said the termination of
his political career marked
bie end of 12 years of
municipal responsibility.

He sald he would wear the
regional ring as proudly as
the one from the old County of
Halton.

Twelve  years  means
6,307,200 minutes and Hil
said he enjoyed everyone of
them.

“Don’t be surprised if !
come back,” he said.

Carter was the third person

to receive a ring. His name

was the first one of an
alphabetical list of t0 coun-
cillors who were departing.

The Burlington eouncillor
sald regional government is
difficult because there are 24
people trying to make a deci-
sion.

However, as a result of the
[ast two years, regionalism is
maore established in Halton as

the result of their delibers-

tions.

Morrow praised Carter as a
man who worked in the best
Interests of Halton.
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Halton councillors take t

Ciprietti took his farewell.

Joklng with Merrow about

kisg’g:c{; Munro, he sald, "It's

thing that he dida't try

. .because kissing

an {tallan man is a bad
thing."

Ailthough he said he had
frequently  disagreed with
council the past two years, it
was always on the issues and
not the personalilies.

“In a time of uncertlainty,"”
he said, it Is up to the politi-
cians to remove that up-
certainty.

' Politiclans should not try to
over-govern or over-regulale
Ciprietti sald. .

Donaghey who was {nstru-
mental in having Halton loc-
ate its new building in Oak-
ville, said he will continue to
be interested in the octivitles
of regional council,

Like o number of the
departing councillors, he paid
tribute to the cfforts of the
regional staff to serve coun-
cil.

He complimented Morrow
soying he wendered how he
withstood the strain as chair-
mon, especially during the
hectic days of the Site F
conlroversy.

Fellow QOukville Colleague
Eriksen was next in line to
receive his ring and speak,

“I know what it is like to
retire,” he said. “it's not
casy.” -

“Already 1 Teel the loss.™

A supporter of the new
regional building, he des-
cribed it as “'beoutiful and
exciting,”

“I hope you won't shat the
publie out,” he said.

Eriksen stressed the im-
pertance of involving the
publie. He said it is a priority

o kiss me .
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which should
remembered.

Site F was brought up by
Morrow when he presented
the regional ring 1o Kerr.

He recailed the long vocal
disputes on the matler but
had no misgivings and only
regret to see him go.

Kerr sald the meeling was
his first and last ene in the
new headquarters ond said
thunk you to the staff,

McKenzie, who was step-
ping dowr from regional
council but was defealed in
his bid for an aren seal on the
Halton Hills council, said this
year marked the eighth one at
the regionnl and county level.

He said he was  dis-
appointed when the regiun
sold the eauntry huilding in
Milton but, “when 1 rode
down tu this building teday, 1
became excited.”

When he said, "Please, |
consider :.m:.rthing north of the
QEW North Halten,” the

remark was greeted  with
mirth by his [ellow coun-
cillors.

Meorrow paid tribute 10
McKenzie, saying the tran-
sformation  of  regilonal
government  was  doubly
tough in Halton Hills where
the new community had
nothing in common with the
ald names which went hefore
it.

He complimented
McKenzie on his abllity 10
weather the storms of change
and the ability to negotiate
the strong adversary cur-
rents of  oplnion  which
regionolism had {e overcome.

He also said McKenzie was
amenable  to  negotiation,

always

his.

ACTON STORE

even if his view differcd from

Reade s the third Qubkoville
regional councillor who s
leaving.,

A graduate of the Royal
Military College in Kingston,
4 privilege he shares with
Morrow, Heade commented
on the quirk'; and foibles of
his fellow colleagues in an
epilogue  punctuated with
humor.

Il something has to be
argued, he snid, then at lcast
it has 10 he lhuughl oul.

sutherland, one of the four
Burlington  representatives
whose face will not be scen
next term, praised Morrow
for the almn[, arm he exers
cised ot Halton's helm the
pasl two yeors,

His leaving the regional
ship marked elght years on
the sea of munieipal polities,
five with the region and three
wnh the city.

"It's like pnything else,' he
soid, VIt has its ups and
downs.”

Watson was the [ost
recetve the rr.-gmn ring.

His  carecr in  politics
spanned a decade.

Going back to the days of
county government, he said
some of the eity councils and
higper tnunicipalities
rr.-furrmi tu eounty council as

“a gentleman's club,*

One of the advantages of
the county system was the
oppartunity o meet  with
fellew representatives on an
informal basis.

Watson said he hoped
regional councillors of the
future would bave the Oppor-
tunity to do this, as it cased
the task of gelting to know
one another and lessened the
foad of dealing with weighty
matters.

o

Concerning the controver-
sies which he was often at the
centre, he sald, 1 know I".rL
been a stubborn person. 't

In his conflicts with counci]
e sald he was “the first one
to call Ric Morrow o fly-hy-
night chairman.”

(Morrew is a pitot for Ajr
Cunada.)

Watson suld this election
was Lthe first one he had Jost,
tiowever, there are advan-
tiges of losing. There is no
longer the responsibility.

He sald he may open a real
estote business in Milton with
fellow councillur Kerr.

Wnumn concluded by say-
ing, “See you all sgain."

Lust but not least to deliver
his swan song was Morrow.

The meeting was the last

-one he will officially preside

over the old couneil.

Looking over the two years
ds regional chairman which
culminated a 10-year carcer
in municipal politics, Morrow
gsajd his goal was o meet
problems “head on.™”

Although matlers were
eften controversial, be sue-
cecded in convincing council
to muke major decistons in a
short period of time,

Two were the creation of a
regional business develop-
ment department with its own
head and the approving of the
region’s official plan.

Site F was probably the
muost controversial subject of
his term and the une which

caused him the most concern.

heir

However, it was approved by  Beard.
council and the matier s now
hefore the Ontario Municipal approved.

Uniform water rotes were

leave

If the region 1s going to he
continued on page 5
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