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Angus carrled on a mixed farming operation - he
kept a little of aeverything but didn't make much
monay on anything. When & firat knew him, | hadn't
the sensse to keep my mouth shut, and often put my
spoke Into his farming business when it was not
wanted. | was to learn by bitler experlenca, that
Angus never talked much to pecple he did not respect.
At that timae, he had little or no raspect for me!

“You stick to the out'ouse nows", he told me
sarcastically, *‘an when you've made yer tirst million,
yer can tell ma ‘ow tar farmi{"

it would be wrong to glve the impresslon that | waa
entirely ignorant as regarda animal husbandry,
espoeclally sheep. My knowledge of caursa, was
derived from books - | was long on acedemlcs and
short on experlance. Naturally, | looked forward to

iambing time at the “Hungray Hundred''.
When the little **woolies' started to arrive, | made

a caulious survey from the barn door, and tested the
mood of Angua belore entering. Gradually, | edged
my way in, until | stood beslde the makeshilt fambing
pens.

What | saw, had never baen dascribed in any of the
books | had read. The sheep were not properly
prepared for this most important event and hyglane
was absent from the operatlona. “*Fools step In where
angela fear to tread;" In splts of the cansequences,
this know-It-all Limay just had to open his blg maouth,

“Do you think we should clsan them up a bit,
Angus? Perhaps cilp them a liitle around the rear
end?" '

Angus grasped one of tha rickoty boarda of tha pan
and painfully raised himself off his knees. There wearea
bits of chalf aticking to the stubble an his face and
sheep noodlea clinging to hia talterad overalls, |
sansed he was abou! to explodal Ha llmped a pace
tawards me and shook a Hithy fist within an inch of my
nose,

“*Anoilher word gut ‘o You, an’ I'll chip your rear end
- wi' mi boot. Git 1er hall out ‘o harel "

Tha next night, when | saw the lights ati1t purning

In the barn, | had the 5tupldity 1o try agaln. Would |
over fearn that | was Just not wanted? Unable to shake
ol my curlousity, | advanced steaithlly towards the
ltambing pens. To my surprise, Angus watched me
approach without one word of protest.

There was a ewe in difficulty and we stood and
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looked at the sulfering anlmal In silenca. | was
detormined to keep my trap shut this time. it was
Angus who spoke.

"Tried ter git the Vet,'" he said. "*‘Sonnavawlich -
‘@’s away - won't be back tHl tomarrer - gotta do
somethin'.” For the first time, 1 almost appeaared as it
he was asking ME for advicel

| ivoked al his hands, Thay were large and crooked
with arthritls - hands like that were not Instruments
for dellvering lamba. What could say? Reading about
lamb dalivery and actually doing it wore two differant
things.

"Oo you want mae to try?" | asked, doubting my
capability.

Angus thought for a mament, and deep down inalde
him, | knew ha hated to admit defeat, especlally to
ma. HIs face twisted into a combination of scorn and

‘gratitude. He shrugged his shoulders in halpless

abandon,

“*Gueas yer can,'’ was all he could murmur,

| ran back to the house and ralded my wife's
flrst-ald box. There was lodine, an antlseptic called
Dottal and a Jar of vasaline. After scrubblng my
hands, I returned to the barn. y

Whore eyes cannol see, a dellcate touch I3
easentlal. How does an amateur detarmine what is a
nose, a knee joint ar a tiny hoof? There 18 no substitute
for experlonce and although | have deollvered
countless lamba mince that timas, | am satil| learning.
Thankfully, Angus did no! embarrass me Iin my
Ignarance, butl laft me alons with rmy task.

Afer a while | diagnosed the trouble - the front legs
were daubled back. Qne at a time, | carefully
atralghlenad them. Helding both together, | gently
pulled the little body forward with overy natural birth

moviemant of the swe,

Soon Mg lamb was a@xpalled and } removed mucus
from around Its nostrils and placed the new arrival by
1he head of the mother. As sha cleaned har oftapring,
the lamb's twitching and kicking became more
trequent, It was nol lang before It utlered its {irat
plalntive cry, and after savaral unsuccessful attempts,
was ablo to sland an its wobbly legs. inatinctively, it
began looking for the place 1o feed.

| have never coased o fanl ioy at the birth of any

fiving creature and the exultation | tett at that momant

was Indeacribable,
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Later that night, as I tried to ralax after a lang day, |
was pondering on the strange charactar of Angus,
when | heard his voice calling me from the cellar of the
house. '

“Don!"’, he shouted In his high pliched wvolce.
""Gimme a hand down hare."*

I was getling tired of his hard ungrateful manner.
Tired of balng troatad Ilke an ignorant lackey. Thia
tima | waa determined to give him a plaece of my mind!

Doscending Into the dank atmosphere, | found
Angus standing by a pile of aold potato sacke and
grinning ke a Cheshire cati There had to be
somothing seriously wrong with hlm, smillng like
that. It was contrary to his normal attltude - maybe
his mainspring had broken and he had flipped his fid!

Reaching Into the plig of sacks, he withdrew a bot{le
of whisky from its hiding place. *'ere,’” he eald, afl
nice and buddy Ilke, '*'ve a drink. "

More from surprise than pleasure, | took a smalli
swig and handed him back tho boltie. Ha didn't drink
himsal! but just staroed at ma for a few momants,
wanting Lo apeak but unable 1o find the words.

"I clipped the sheep like yer sald."

“la that righ1?'* | anawered In a matter-of-fact tons,
and wa3s about to blast him whon he spoke agaln,

"“Guess | been *ard on yer Don - didn't realty mean
ter. I'll make ft up to yer - so 1 wiil."

My anger malted away. This was as ¢loss as Angus
would over gol to a sincarg apology! ©
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- Thia b room brick bungalow is cenirally ocated closa to all

amenitios, It incjudes 2 badrooms, largo kiichen, sun porch,
tult basement and would be vory cconomical to maintain,
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An immatulate condominium overaokng quiet wooded sroa
and featuring three finlshed lavels including 3 bedrooms,
maxter with 2 pc. ensuite, 1% baihs, living ang dining room,
broadioom, famlly room with patid doors end laundry. Priced
at $39. 500,
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Set on spproximatelty 2 acres of attractivoly landscapad
graunds, this quality split level egtures 3 larpa bedrooms, 3
baths, ground floor tamily room with fireplace and walkout to
large patio, custom eat-in kitchon, soparaig diring room, 1oc
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3 badigom townhouse with walkout from family room, four
appliancos included. $350.00 per month, svailable Novombar.




