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Candidates for board of education comment on issues

H.H. (Bert) Hinton

H.H. (Bert) Hinton
seeks to retain seat

H.H. (Bert) Hinton is the
Halton Board of Education
Schoal Trustee for Acton and
Georgetown and he is in the
running to relain his seat.
Prior to being elected to a
lerm two years ago, Hinton
was chairman of the board of
Sheridan College. He was also
charter member and pres-
Ident of the association of
colleges of applied arts and
technology of Ontario. On the
local political scene he served
as warden of Halton County
and reeve of Acton.

“I think I have been ox-
tremely aggressive for ac-
countability of budget and

_where [ have not been able to
get them to reduce the budget
I feel I've contributed to them
coming in with five per cent
rather than 10 per cent."” He
continued by saying he has
taken a firm stand on salary
negotiations against  un-
warranted increases.

He recalled he tried to get
trustees to give up their
salaries, in a bid to get them
to cut expenses,

"I have a concern about the

and make commaon

board's participation  with
municipalities on recreation
expenditures. 1 think  the
board has shown a lock of
responsibilaty in cost sharing
by paying mere than its
share.™ ;

He added he is definitely in
favor of the comununity’s use
of schools in recreation pro-
grams. though he jis con-
cerned they are developed on
a cost benefit system,

Hinton called for the
establishment of a new
Halton Board of Education
commitlice. He said he felt
since the board of education
i5 regional and recreation, for
frant purpases is loeal, there
should be a board committee
te deal with each municip-
ality separately but using the
same crileria so that cast
sharing is fair (o all. Such o
commiltee would wurk to-
wards & user-pav svstem for
all parties,

Declining enrolment is stiil
anissue Hinton feels deserves
attention. We must make sure
remedies are constructive
sense,
said Hinton

Betty Fisher

| think there has to be care-
il planning fer new schools
and additions, Hinton said.

Special education s also
i tanl, but its programs
shonld be evaluated against
costs  amd  benefits, Hinton
said,

Hinton  sawd  the  Haltoy
Board has improved in i1s
relatwns with the public,
frel Pee attempted to make
the  Halton  svstem more
respunsive to public demands
fur more discipline and basics
in the cure ecurriculum. |
think the Halton system is
responding (o qguestions  of
criticissn. and  respondmg
posilively Lo these concerns,”
Hinton sidd.

Hinton said he has attended
most of the Halton booard’s
committee  meetings s
year, even the ones for which
he s not i member. Also he
deseribes  as Ywvery -
portant™ his attendanee  at
commencement CXOrCIsys
where he says e grels first
hand  knowledpe  of  what
praduates have missed and
pained in the svstem,

Betty Fisher finds
costs are concern

Voters in wards one and
lwo are frustrated and infur-
iated by the amount of money
being spent on education,
Bays Betty Fisher,

The M-year-old mother of

is one of two women
running for the Haellon Beard
of Educotion in Esquesing
and Acton against incumbent
H.H. (Bert) Hinton.

In a recent intervicw with
this pewspaper she said the
response to her campaign has
been “excellent” to date.

“1 find the people in wards
one and two are extremely
senslble people when it comes
tc their liefs in the
education of the young."

The voters feel that while
costs of education are rising,
“they feel the quality of ed-

ucalion Is declining. I share .

their sentlments."

The parents also feel that
there i3 lack of effective
discipline and schools and
clte the high rate of vandal-
ism and lack of respect for
others in the attiiudes and be-
haviour of puplls, Fisher said.

‘I feel the board has to take
a very clese look at the
problem and reorganize their
position regarding discipline
in schools and make sure it [s
enforced,” she sald,

“At the same time the
community must grow closer
to the schools to make sure
there is a concerted effort be-
tween the parents and school
to ensure consistent
discipline of the children.”

Mrs. Fisher recalled that
only 15 yearsago if a chiid got
in trouble al school and the
parents found out there would
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have been mot only stirict
discipline in the schools but
home would have followed it
up,

."That’s lhe case today hut
we  must strengthen  that
position,” she said, adding
that strong discipline “did
keep you in line” .

During the interview,
Fisher outlined her position
on why she is running, the
possibility of splitting the
vole in the race, declining
cnrolment and rising costs,
the learning of basics, busing,
commiurity use of schools and
her affiliation with com-

ninily organizations.

Fishoer said she belioves it
15 the child's righl to receive
the: best education the tax
dollars can provide, "1 feel
this 15 asl being o
complished.”” There are some
aredas where children are ro-
ceiving a  “top quality”
cducation an<d  there are
others  that  need  “'up-
groding.”

"Because of my (otal ig-
volvement in the cducational
process in the last five years |
know the educational system
like the back of my hapd."

(Continued on page 13)
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Issues important to
candidate Pam Sheldon

Famela Sheldon is
challenging Bert Hinton for
the ward one and two seal on
the board of education, and
the issues ore very importani
toher, She lives with husband
Jim and two school-aged
children in the Speyside aren.

“Empty financial promises
are the seeds of disappoint-
ment to the taxpayer,” Mrs.
Sheldon  declared.  “The
Hadton Board of Education is
locked into the same infla-
tionary spiral that is playing
havoe with budgets every-
where, The unloriunate result
is thil as.the dollap buys less,
more dollors are needed just
to maintain the status quo.
The anly way Lo offset this in
a perivd of restraint is to
climinate waste where pos-
sthie, take full advantage of
provincial grants, and the re-
allocate existing funds to pro-
vide better service at the
classroom level. The period of
restraant is effecting everyone
.the Halton beoard is not
exempt.

tt is a highly documented
fact that when the required
number of Spee. Ed. and
Remudiai teachers are avail-
able to the numbers of chitd-
ren requiring special  help,
the incidence of “turned off*
children decreases. | believe
strongly that these children
should be exposed to this
assistance as carly as pos-
sible in their  education,
ideally at the  elementary
level, she continued,

“The child who is given the
best basic edueation avail-
able during the formative
YOUrs 15 in & much better
position. 1o cope with the
stress of education at the
secondary levet This, in turn,
uitimalely  leads o more
productive peaple in society .’

“IUis my belief that weight.

g factors” should be in-

stituted in the North when -

spee. Fel. teachers are dig-
trabuted.  Factors sueh  as
lower enrolments and
peographie  distances  bot-
weeti schools are, in my view.
the cause of disproportionate
numbers  of  specialized
hiumin resource people avagl-

iile. This diserepancy shauld -

be rectified s soon ps pos-
sible."”
Along this same vein, Mrs,

Sheldon would truly like to
see u better over-all deal for
the formative years,

Both at (he Provincial and
the Municipal level the case
for “the young student” is
repeatediy over-looked, she
suys, although report after
report urges mere emphasis
of education at the elemen
tary level. The Provincial
grants-per-student are 40 per
cent higher for the secondary
student than the elementary:
the MHalton Board of Educa-
tion  consistently  “'under
spends™ at the clementary
level while spending on or
above ceilings at the second-
ary level; the pupil-teacher-
rutios at the elementary level
remained higher than  the
provincial average at 23.5
twhich franslates into larger
classroom sizes) and when
declining vnrolments
threaten school closures it is
usually the elementary school
that poes. "1 believe the
elementary student MUST
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remain close toe hils/ her
home and within the security
of thelr own cemmunity. At
the secondary tevel the child
is better able to cope with
being further away from
home.

"This is not 1o say there are
nat special needs at  the
secondary level. . .there are.
My point is that with good
solid planning, and common
sense discussions, a shift in
priorities could take place
that would he a definite ad-
vantage 1o the elementary
tevel, retain the special needs
required at the secondary
level, while  stili working
within the framework of
(inancial restraints. . .which
are definitely necessary.”
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It is a source of concern to
er thot the Halton Board of
Education does not accept
Provincial grants-per-student
("your money, too') for the
elementary students, to the
level that Is available to
them. “In this way, I fecl they
arc subsldizing neighboring
school boards while we are
finding it difficult to cut the
munleipal levy substantially
or provide beller service.”

As well, I am unable to
rationalize the view that the
teacher salary is aopproxi-
mately $14,000 (elementary)
while administrators are
making uppruxlmaiely
$21,000. No “one"” person has
a greater influence on your
child than a teacher. . .with
the exceplion of the parent, .-
t.and yet the salary scale
deems the administrator
more important!™

“I do not believe that
educational declstons should
be made for administrative
convenience and 1 question
the salary priorities,” she
told the Free Press, ."The
Hallon Board of Education
trustees have, in my view,
lust sight of their intended
role. Their first concerns
must be students and tax-
payers not administrators.
Mrs. Sheldon has found (hat
many parents are concerned
with bussing policies used in
the North Halton Region, It is
a highly complex movement
of students and definitely
needs further investigation.
“"Some of the concerns which
I intend (o pursue are
supervision policies for child-
ren arriving at schools very
varly; tola) time on busses:
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equality of bus services,
weather reperts originoling
from Burlinglon when, in
fact, weather variations are
sometimes extreme.™

In conclusion Mrs. Sheldon
Bald, “l suppose if 1 were
{orced to make just one state-
ment on the whole business of
cducation [ would have to say
that the days of “academia™
are numbered. I believe that
students must be given more
oplions in the trade and skill-
oriented programs Lo counter
the high student unem-
ployment crisis.

“Ol what possible use is

grade 13 or a B.A_ |f it's un-
marketable?

Of course, for those
students who excel or who are
simply very motivated, they
must have the right to pursue
an academic education: how-
cver, I believe that most
students would llke their
‘education to be the vehicle
through which they can
ultimately toke their
productive place in society, {f
there were fewer unemployed
students. . .there would be
more tax dollars gencrated!
The shilt in education must be
towards productivity!”
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