Cut rope and ribbonto open fire hall addition

Fire Fighters
Russel]l Miler,
chairman of the huﬂding
commitlee, councillor Les
Duby, fire chief Mick Holmes
ond former chief Jack
Newton.

On behalf of the Oplimists
¢lub, Dave Henderson
presented the brigade with o
set  of audio-visual slides
prepared by Pinwheel Prod-
uction of Acton. The nudience
enjoyed seeing some of Lhe
slides later,

Ammong the special guesis

introduced were former fire
chlef Jack Nﬂwtun from

sound of an alarm bul soon
returned. No fire marred the
evening’s evenlts . . .thealarm
was due to a wrong phone
number! ,

Firelighters and their
families prepared the
deliclous meal. With Teresa
Haniey supervising, the meal
was= served by fireflighters'
daughters Teresa Dunn,
Beverly Duval, Janice and
Dcebi Thornhiil, Kris
Spielvogel, Helen Synnott,
Connie and Carrie McCristal),
the fire chiel's granddaughter

special tables near the door Sherry Brace, plus a few of
whipped out of the room at the their friends.
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The extension lo the Acton
fire hall was well and truly
opened on the weekend, with
two separate official
ceremonies. :

At a dinner in the new up-
siairs hall Saturday night,
mayer Tom Hill cut the
ceremonial ribbon, mounted
between two specially painted
fire nozzles. The dinner was
for firefighlers, councillors
and special guests,

On Sunday afternoon, Herb
Ritchie used an axe to chop
through a rope to again
declnre the new qunrlm

Etobicoke; Uakﬂilﬂ fire ﬂhief
Wes Miﬂer district chiefl of
volunteers Hil! Cunningham of
Georgetown and Milton Fire
Chief Jim Coulson, former
Milton chlef Babe Clement,
Sid Oxenham of the fire
marshal’s office, - engineer
Allan Zeegen, M.P.P. Julian
Reed, Mayor Tom Hill,
councillors Les Duby, Pat
McHKenzie, Peter Marks,
Peter Pomeroy, Russell
Miller, Mariiyn Serjeantson,
Pat Palterson, Mike Arm-
strong, George Maltby, Brian
Evans of the fair board, Ed

of thc Business

VYolunteer
Association,

" The ceremonies conclude
the project which exiended the
original firehall and added a
second storey. The cast of the
project was $208,61t, including
the wrecking of the stage area
af the town hall. The sum was
only 3210 over cost, which is
probably a record, according
to commitice chairman
Russell Miller. “Where we
could cut money, we did it,”
11'111& injd. “I was very proud of

ag.

open. Mr. Ritchie was a fire-
[ighter years ago.

After the ceremony,
members ol the public toured
the new factllities.

3,000 square foot addition
upslmrs there is a lounge,
kitchen, meeting and training
room with washrooms,

On Saturday evening Bern
Van Fleet acted as chairman
for the officiid dinner. Phil
McCristall sbid Grace and
Harold Townsley proposed the
tonst Lo the Queen. Father Leo
Speagle gave the invocalion.

Those who spoke words of
congratulations  included
Mayor Tom Hill, M.P.P.
Julion Reed, Ontario Fire
Marshal's representative Sid
Oxenham, Jim  Thorphill,
chairman of the Acton

Association, Slaff Sergeant
Baorreit, with former (fire-
ﬁghtura and friends, most
with spouses aswell,

When he spoke, Jack
Newton mentioned what
pleasure he had derived from
having the Acton firefighters
the Citizens of the Year for
this year. Their {ire service
now covers 80 square miles, he
said.

Chicf Holmes expreased the
pride of the [irelighlers ang
thanks to all concerned,

Duty firefighters scated at

furnishings. This includes
lounge furniture, all the Kkit.
chen equipment, tables,
chairs, dishes, drapes, tel-
evision set and office equip-
ment, As well ns money from
draws and fund-raising, each
firefighter contributed $75
from his honorarium. Much of
the painting and decorating
was done by volunteers, ex-
ptained Jim Thomhill, chair-
man of the Acton Volunteer
Fire Fighters Association.

Also assisting in the Sunday

opening was Mike Shannon,
son and grandson of
firelighters Dave Shannon and
Alf Duby. Russell Miller,
chairman of the building
commitice, Chief Mick
Haolmes and councillor Pat
McKenzie walched proudly.

Members of the public
toured the new facilities.

Since acquiring the In-
creased space, the firefighters
havn added $10,000 worth of

Downstairs the brigade
houses its equipment, tricks
and radio recom. In the new

1 00 years of f/ref/gh tmg

A century of Acton Fire Brigade and the firefighters was
humorously reviewed by Johnny Goy Saturday. Here are g

few of the highlights,

In 1879 there was only
bucket brigade in the wllngc
When 500 cords of wood caught
[ire on the south side of Mill
SL.. a special train catne down
frnm Guelph with & pumper to
help control the fire.

In 1883 the bylaw was
passed to build the town hall,
ceuncil chamber, lock-up and
engine room, not to exceed
$3,000 with 20 year debentures
at $2 per $1,000 assessment lo
Tepay.

The long fire shed there
remained standing and used
until 1957 and it housed the
steam pumper, ladder wagon
and hose reels, The town hall
outhouse, o three holer,
wilhstood Hallowe'en because
the tools and equipment were
allstoredinit,

At the turn of the century
three special wells supplied
water for [irefighting. One
wias at the town hall,

The second was at the
Mainprize home at the corner
of Frederick and Mill, These
two wells were gravily fed by
wooden troughs from Hen-
dersen's pond behind  the
present Dills Publishing plant.

Later as the town grew a dry
well was built on Jessie M-
elregor's property at Arthur
and Mifl Sts. This well was
filled by the
praclice, from the Frederick
S5t well,

The steamer pump was
acquired before the turn of the
century and was  usually
moved to one of these three
wells by manpower aver
rough and snow-filled ronds.
The firebox of the pumper was

always kindled up and an oily -

rag ready to light. Three
minutes was the time these
men necded from the time the
steamer was lit until the
pumper was producing
pressure. The firemen of the

day were indeed dedicated

velunteers!

The sleamer served the
village of Acton faithfully for
many years and was uscfwl
even in its demise, going to n
World War II brass drive, to
provide scarce metals.

In 1919 council and the fire-
fighters considered a water-
works system,

In 1921 the wolerworks
system was installed, a stand
pipe  and underground
reservoir with two large [ire
pumps that had to be started
when the fire bell rang.
Charles Wilson started these
pumps up for years,

Some merchants of the day
led strong oppesition 1o this
project. Hallowe'en night
pumps from the home wells
were lell al their stores with a
sign suggesting they put fires
out with these dry pumps!

The fire alarm system of the
day was a large bell on the
town hall tower and it was
rung by a large rope just in-
gide the front hall. Mrs.
Murray McDanald often rang
the bell as the firefighters
arrived and was con-
sidered for her liny size, an
experl at the job. Her husband
was [ire chicf at the time.

fn 1922 the first fire truck
was a used 1917 Ford which
was equipped wilth ladders
and two reels of hase—and had
to be pushed up the hills, It
ended up with a small box onit
o3 Mr. Harrop's town truck,
well into the 1930s. Mr. Hnrrf:rp
was the enlire town siaff in
those days,

JOHN GOY told tales of
the fire brigade of years
ago.

Old-timers  long remem-
bered Chief Murray Me-
Donald’s contention, during
one fire, that one of the town
hydrants must have been
stolen!?

In 1936 o 1927 used
Studehaker was for sale in
Woodstock and the chief, plus

two councitlors, were directed

to go and have a look, and buy
the truck. One of the coun-
cillors, they say, passed out
under the truck and had to be
escoried home! This truck is
still operating and is housed,
completely renovated, in the
new fire hatll.

[n 1952 the lirst new pumper
truck was bought, a 1552 GMC.
Initially it was housed in the
old wooden shed behind the
town hall. This truck is now
used by the village of
Hillsburgh.,

The decade of the 50s was a
period which saw  several
chiefs, Fred Dawkins, Bill
Chﬁhulrn, Sam Tennant and_
Jack Newton.,

Chief Newton was wvery
active and through his efforts

firemen as .

The October meeting of the
U.C.W. of Trinity United
Church followed the theme of
Thanksgiving in the
Devotions in Church of Miss
Darathy Simmaons.

Psaim 23 was read,
followed by an appropriate
prayer by Mrs. Lidkea and
Aiss Simmons resd several
beaptiful poems. Mrs, Heed
read Psalm 100. Hymns 157
and’ 337 were sung.

Mrs. ftalph Denny sub-
stituted ns secretary during
Mrs. Helen Little's illness
The usual reports were given,

Holl call showed 20 home
calls and 21 hespital calls had
been made.” Cards of ap-
preciation were read from
some of the sick for kind
nesses received. Mrs. Shoe
maker gave a detailed ac-
count of Sick and Shut-ins and
had cards passed around for
all members to sign for some
still not well.

Notice of
Bazaar, Sal.
given.

‘The plans for the luncheon
for the Presbyteria) to be held
in the church Nov. 22 were
dealt with. There are 120
peaple expected to attend the
Presbyterial.

Next mecting will be held
Nov. 14 when o good attend-
ance is hoped for with
members home from sum-
mer cottages and vacalions,
and sick and ailing members
well and able to be aut,

the
Nowv,
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a4 new  two-bay hall with
traimng quarters in the rear
wos built and opened in 1958,
as Acton’s first fire holl, Also
in 1957 a new Halton Mutual
Aid program was put into
effect and Aclon firefighters
were responsible fer parts of
Erin, Esquesing and Nassa-
gaweyn townships. A new
rural pumper was housed in
Acton brninging our pumper
strength up to twa units.

Chief Mick Holmes ook
over from Jack Newton in 1961
and has been Acton chief until
the formation of the new {own
of Halton Hills when he
became responsible for the
Acton and Geoargelown arcas
with two assistant chiefs on
his staff.

The new fire hall being
opencd tonight is once aga.
the result of concerned poeliti.

cians and u dedicated group of §

firefighlers. It seems this
combination though trial and
error, determination and
patience over the past 100
veiars has kept Acton well pro-
fected from fire disaster, and
to this group we all owe our
pratitude.
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SATURDAY MATINEE OCT. 28

SHELLEY and Cyn-
thia Donston got a first
hand view of the fire
truck at the Acton fire
hall open house Sunday.
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On November 13, Vote

FOR INFORMATION PHONE 853-2225

.. Withers,

Asselline;
Officer: L. Brassard.

About the ffre hall

The renovations to the Acton Fire Hnll include a
second storey addition of apgroximately 3,000 sq. (L.
This area includes a large meeting and training room,
ladies' and ‘men’s washrooms, kitchen, lounge and
small office. The second floor addition is fully air--
conditioned, nicely decorated and is » pleasant area for
the firefighters to meet and Lrain,

The former downstairs area has been increased by
the removal of partitions and includes two additional
cquipment bays. The original kitchen has been turned
into a radio dispatch and receiving area. Parking area
for the firefighters has been allotted in the area of the
firchall and is used in times of emergency, practices

and mectings.

The interior of the equipment area has had extra
alterations and painting 2ll completed by the volun.

leers.

All furnishings in the kitchen and lounge, chairs,
tubles and drapey in the meeting room were supplied
through personal and fund-raising projects of the
Acton Firefighters Association.

Who’'s who

ACTON FIRE DEPART-
MENT t(Halton Hills, Area
1);

Fire Chief C. H. Hlolmes:
Deputy Chiel R. Hyde; (Area
I} Distriet Chief B. Van
Fleet: t Area 1) Distriet Ass't,
Chiel A, Duby.

Captains: Herb Dodds, Wil{
Daval, Breot  Marshall:
Licutenants: Phil MceCristal,
Harry Olterbein.

liispatcher: W,  “Hed”
Fire Prevention

Firefighters: Don  Van

Fleel, Lloyd MclIntyre, Grant
Leo Synott, Allan

FULL GOSPEL BUSINESS MEN'S

FELLOWSHIP

BREAKFAST

SATURDAY, OCT. 28/78

8.45 a.m. “KENNEDY ROOM"”
POOR WALLY’'S FAMILY

RESTAURANT
83 Kennedy Rd. S.,
Brampton
L acties Welcame

SPECIAL SPEAKER
BENNY HINN

Thousands have found Salvation, Healing and the
infilling of the Holy Spirit at the Benny Hinn Meet-
ings in Canada, U.S.A. and around the worl .

DON’'T MISS THESE SPECIAL EVENTS
NEXT MONTH

NOV. 25th, 1978, 8:45 p.m.
GUEST SPEAKER:
ERNIE HOLLANDS

Vitch F.G.BM.F.l. “Good Newr””
Talecast gaach Sunday Evening on Channel 17

REG. *11.59

SAVE
*5.00

GALE Owy

SALE ENDS DCTOBER 78, 1978

Epmd Lo-Lustre Latex Wall-Trim Palm

SALE

HEE "H.H'!

PAICE

g o B o g iy RS E
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128 Main St. Nosth * Acton = 8531150

Thempson, Jim Thorphill,
John Dunn, Larry Frizzell,
Bill Spiclvegel, Ken Hodgson,
John Van den Brink, Norm
Price, John Krapek, Doug
Mason, Wayne Kelley, Bert
Fowler, Sam Tennant, Harold
Townsley, Ed McGilloway,
Dorson Frizzell, R. Price,
Pave Shannon, John
MeNabb, Ted Curtis, Randy
Hidley, Bruce Fowler, Chris
Tennant, George Cook.

« LOCATION: “Qd Froe

Stokely 14 opz.

‘ -I-
=
- -

» For Complete
“ Travel Arrangements

_ ""*Anywlrere In The

P 5.‘_ — AIRLINES
— CRUISES
— TOURS

— GROUPS

— HOTELS

C
RAVE
D

Registered Under
Travelind Act
CERT. NQ.1912862

-

. Downtown Acton

Package of 180

BEANS with PORK 3/°1°° PAPER NAPKINS

- CAR RENTALS
— BUS TOURS
CALL

56 MiliSt.E. UnitC
L7J 2M2
PO.Box102

853-3580

“Specializing in Vacation
Tm vel"'

$$S$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$5$$SSS$$$S$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

You'll save a pocket-full
~ at the

A/D FOOD
< CLEARANCE

Press Bunlding™
» HOURS: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday3a m. G pom » Thuesday & Friday 3a.m. 3 p.m.

Saturdlay Ja m Hpon.
» MERCHANDISE and SAVINGS: Here are just a tew axamplys:

100% Veg mabFu Qil

MARGARINE

11b.

Caseof 24 -

59¢ PI]P Assorted Flavours

10 oz.

96585555 59555595555555555555555338

»
&9
o
& =

Tiffany 2 Ply 4 Roll Pkg.

BATHROOM TiSSUE  85° TOMATOES

Stoney Creek 28 oz.

&n
L |
<>

B.C. BLitre

A
DETERGENT

Ajox 2202,

*1.99 CLEANER

35°

Arctic Power 6 Litre

DETERGENT

Mitchum

CREAM = STICK » DAB-ON-LIQUID
NON AEROSOL

*2.59 DEODORANT

2.

% Itams Available in Case Lots at Additional Savings %
[ | TOMATO JUICE 190z case of 24

| | Sunrise PEAS 14 0z. case of 24 |
[l French Style WAX BEANS 14 oz, case of 24

[} Hahitant SOUP Ready To Serve
2 Varintias

100z,

case of 24

6.25
.75
.70

.75

CLIP

CLIP

Name:

WE ALSO CARRY AWIDE VARIETY OF BPICES AT LOW PRICES

A Fuli Line Of Dairy Products At Competitive Prices!

IT PAYS T0 SHOP AT A/D
FOOD CLEARANCE

... SAVINGS ON YOUR FOOD BILL AND ALSO A
CHANCE TO WIN A FANTASTIC DINNER FOR TWO!!

b | CLIP

F'—_--“ﬂ-‘__--_-----_--—
DEPQOSIT THIS COUPON AT A/D FOOD CLEARANCE TO BE

ELIGIBLETO WIN A DINNER FOR 2 AT THE ‘WOODEN HEART INN°
. ACTON'S NEWEST RESTAURANT, OPENING !N THE NEW
PLAZA AT THE OLD FREE PRESS BUILDING.

CLIP

_--q

Address:

Telephone:

i cup
r-----

gpooooTERE

DEADLINE FORDEPOSITING COUPON IS MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
AT 800 P.M. WINNER WILL BE DRAWN BY WOODEN HEART INN
AND ANNOUNCED IN NEXT WEEK'S "A/D FOOD CLEARANCE' AD

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY
- - H-‘ e SRR

_H-_'_‘-

| ST —————

ISN'TIT TIME YOU PAID LESS
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ACTON

WHOLESALE/

RETAIL
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