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Dry summer flowers for winter en

By Alyson Knap
Dept. of Horlcultiural Seience
University of Guelph

GUELPH--Many FRowers,
fromn garden and countryside,
can be drid and used 10 make
inexpensive floral arrange-
mcents. :

Flowers and other plant
muterials, properly dried and
preserved . will  provide
lasting decorations for the
winter. Dried flowers nore
ideal for areas with low light
and humidity.

There are many methods of
drying flowers, however, the
iwe most common are air
drying and sllica-gel drying.

Alr drying ia the simplest

and oldest method of presery-
ing flowering materials, but it
is not suited to oll species,
Hemove only the foliage from
the fowering stems. Then,
hang the stems upside down
in a warm dry place until
they have lost all of their
muisture,

Plants
moplsture

wilh  very little
content In  the
malwre flower, such ns
yarrow, siatice, or slraw-
flowers, are best suited to air
drylng.

Plants with many smali
flowering parts or clusters of
small flowers, such os baby's
breath or goldenrod, can also
be hung to dry. Although the

Individual flower parts may
wither or partlally collapse in
the drylng process, the
overall form of the flowering
stem and the flower color
remain intact.

The success of air drying
flowers depends on  the
flowers' stage of maturity
and on drying condilions. A
warm, dry place, without
cxposure to direct sunlight, is
best. The area should be large
enaugh to allow for adequate
circulation of alr around. the
plant materjal. A warm |,
dark attic er a large, apen
closet is generally well-suited
(o drying fowers durlpg the
summer. Even a work aren in

o warm basement con he
used il the humidity is less
than 60 percent, preferably
between 35 and 40 percent.

Areas exposed to bright
sunlight, damp areas and
those with poor alr vircu-
tation should be avoided. .

Many delicate flowers and
plant maiertals with high
molsture cantents can be pre-
served using silica gel, g
desiccant  which  absorbs
mpisture from the Nower.

Florist's wire is used to
reinforce or replace Mower
stems, before  silica-gel
drying. Alter wiring, follaw
these steps ta complete the
drying process.

Place MNowers in the con-
tainer, on the siflca gel, face
up or face down, depending
on the shape of the llower
(flowers must not touch one
nnolhers,

Sprinkle silica gel around
and between the petals care-
fully, until the entire bloom is
compietely burled. Try to
keep the Nower petals in their
natural pesilion.

Cover the confainer and
seal with masking tape.

Mace the contalner in o
warm, dry place until the
flowers are dried.

Cnce the flowers are dried,
they should be carefully
removed fram the silica gel,

joyment

Dust off excess silica gel from
hlooms with a camel hair
artist’s brush.

™e preatest limitation of
the silica-gel drying melhod
1s1iming. It works quickly, so
care must be taken not o
leave the blooms in the go)
material  too  long, Over.
drying can cause britleness,
excessive  shrinking,  and
burned petals.

The silica gel material can
be used several times belore
it absorbs teo much moisture
and becomes  ineffective,
Drying the silica get crystals
On an epen pan, in a warm
aven (230 F or 121 ), will
restore cffectivencss,
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PANORAMIC VIEW

woods, B9, 500,00

finished rec room,

INGROUND POO

Tastafully decorated 3 bodroom
stona firsplace, bar,

EXECUTIVE HOME

Neatled in a woodet lat, .82 acres of ptivacy. Long ranch
bungsiow, 4 large bodrooms, huge master bedroom, dressing-
toom. B plece snsuits, sunken tub and walkout 10 407 x 207
pool, A faw of 1he extros are sauna, stona floor to coiling fire-
place, 4 walkouts, central air, vecuum and intercom. work-
shop, storege room, laundry area and doubls car garago.
Please phone for mom particular and private showang.

BUNGALOW PLUS 10 ACRES

Threo bedrocm bungalow. Living room with leeplace and
recrgation room with brick fireplaco. Separare dining roam,
modarn kitchen. 10 spaciaus Acros with open lekds and mixed

EDEN MILLS

Cuatom built 3 bodroom bunpalow, cosy living 1ogm with brick
fireplaco, large kitchen and waikoyt to 18'%20° deck, Largo
cauntry lot in this charming villaga. This hamo must bao soen in
order to realize tho quality and spocinl fagiuresy. $69,900.00

Lo e

raised bungatow. Fully
2 beths. Lavaly

inground pool, Exquisite condition. Listed at 487,900

i

Situtited on a3 hill 1op view of the rafreshing surrounding
cauntrysida, 10 acres of excetlent land closa to tovn. 3 hugne

bodrooms,

large dining room snd living room, 2 stonae -

firepiaces, epirat staricate, §° wide hails, 17° wide balcony on
upper floor. Lower tavel hes eoxtra rooms lor bedrooms,
gamesroom ote, Paved drive. Barn 35 x40)". Many more extras,

Mutt be soon $149.900.00
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VIEW OF LAKE

4 bedroom homa, giround levnl famulyroom, farga hitchen with
walkout. Stones throw from lakao, Opemn Beld in rear yard Cuint

cul da sac. 565 500.00.
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Closa tn park, upataina spartiment, hnwnitﬂiru, large kilchon,
hwing room, rec roam with tranklin fireplace, full basemom, 2
bedirooms and don, Fully feaced and viow af fake. $83 900,

TOWNHOUSE $256 PER MONTH

Choaper than rent and onty $1,800.00 down 1o the qualified
Purchaser. Take edvantage of 1his new morigage plan. J
bedreoms, walkauit to private yard, finished racreation room, 2

washrooms.

12 ACRES $45,000.00

Wood bwifding Jot with ponds closes to Acton, 764 feat front-

ago,

2 HOMES $62,900.00

This property ofiers fireat potentiat to the shrewd purchaser.
Ono =zide of 1hiz hoamae has a rental incame of $375.00/monih
which would pay more than half of your morigage. Ta a
qualitied buyer your morigago could bo only $200 par manth.
-Thrs is a main location that alsg has cammercial potential.

4 BEDROOMS

2 staroy four bedroom homa. Private back yard. Beaunfutty
decarated and broadioomed. Attachod smide garage and
strapped

paved rhove, Basement

358.900.0).
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$60,300. :

WE HAVE MANY
MORE LISTINGS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION |
ON PROPERTIES

IN THIS AREA
CALL US TODAY.

EXCELLENT VALUE

d bedroomp, eat-in kitchen, ground floor family room with
firepiace. Fully tenced yard, Thia ono must be scan. Dty

antd ready 10 panet,
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