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Free Priess

Loditorial Paged

Watch out for ‘79!

“Walch out for 19791" fair pres-
ident Brent Marshall said after this
year's fair was over, rainandall,

He said when the weather was at
its worst Sunday afternoon,
directors sat down together in the
rain-soaked park, and talked about
next year.

‘They have lots of new ideas toim-
plement. And they have to figure
out how to keep their Class B fair
image bright, despite Sunday's
washout. ‘

The concern about lost receipts
on Sunday is of course great. They
had hoped to overcome and over-

ride last year’s deficit.

Many Sunday exhibitors were

also very disappointed.

But for most of us, the great

success of Friday and Saturday
leaves happy memories of another
sunny, super fair. There were
exhibits and entertainment, with
attractions for people of all ages.
More and more come from out-of-
town to relish the atmosphere.

Thanks to the many people who

provided it all! What can we wish
you but perfect weather for three
days in September next year—an-
other Acton fair weekend.

A bit of history

The remodelling at Nielsen's
clothing store uncovered a bit of
history, Underneath the panelling
at the front of the store is a frosted
glass pane reading “Rachlin Men's
Wear."”

Nielsen's has been painted an
imaginative lime green and purple,
dating from the time, not so long
ago, when psychedelic colors were
favorites.

Now the new decor will be more
in keeping with the refurbishing of
some of the other attractive old
store fronts along the main streets.

Milton survey says ‘no’

QOur sister paper, the Miiton
Champion, had a fantastic
response on the question of fluoride
in their water supply. Over 800
people signed their names to
comments strongly opposing the
decision from regional council,
That decision goes for Acton, too,
but the Free Press hasn’t heard a
word on the subject! If you want to

read why Miltonians object so
much, Champions are available at
our front counter, Joque's variety
store, Ed’s In and Out, and Royal
Variety store for 15 cents. There
are over four pages full of com-
ments on the issue.

Some writers would like to do

away with regional government
along with the fluoride.

Of this and that

Stains in porcelain fixtures are
definitely noticable, since the new
well with its high ironcontent began
to flow into the town water. There's

“a lot more scrubbing to be done

these days.

We all know it.. .sometimes

there's a strong smell in Acton. But
where does it come from? Tan-
ning? Compost? Sewage disposal?
Other factories? Who knows for
sure.

R .

Centennial at Mount Forest

Dear Editor:

. The Centennial Commitiee of the Town of
Mount Forest, Ontario feels that there may
be some of your readers who have lived in
our town at same time. Or may have friends
or relatives who have done so. Because we
want to reach as many of these people as
passible to invite them to our centennial
festivities in '79 we are hoping you wi}
publish this letter and help us reach them.

The main events will centre around the

week of June 29 to July 7 with the monster
centennial parade on Monday, July 2.
Anyone wishing to be on the list of invila-
tions can notify Mrs. Annabelle Langdon,
Mount Forest, Ontario, NOG 2L0.

Yours truly,
Mrs. Jean Weber,
Centennial Chalrwoman

Commends Fiddle Contest

Acton Free Preas:
Acton, Ont.
Dear Mr, Editor:

I would like to commend to your readers
the Fiddle Contest sponsored by your Acton
Agricultural Sociely, This was a well-
planned event and deserved more specta-
tors than were present.

The generous prizes attracted a group of
top-notch musicians who have travelled the
province {o compete In Fiddle Festivals.

Perhaps you thought “Old Time Fid-

dlers"” were a bunch of backwoods scrat-
chers but this Is no longer true. Many

well{rained and highly skilled young
people can now set your toes really tapping
lo very enjoyable music.

The Agricultural Society put on a show
worthy of a really blg turn-out and 1 hope
many more will altend next year.

Mrs. Ariel Dyer
Guelph

The meals got through

Dear Mrs. Dilla,

By way of the Acton Free Press | would
like lo take the oppariunity to say Thank
You to a truly special group of people who
daily give of themselves and thelr time, to
deliver the Meals, through the Meals on
Wheels program, to our Senlors of Acton.

During the School year The Rellable
Taxi, at no charge, brings our meals from
Milton Manor where they are prepared and
wilhout thelr pssislance during this time
the program could not be as succeasful as it
ja. During the summer months and school
holidays the volunteers drive lo Milton
daelly to plck up the menls and during this
past sunmmer our volunteers never missed o
day and the program contlnued without a
hltch.

To our regular, falthful, volunteers, all
those who helped cut during the summer

months, especially the school teachers, to
the children of volunteers who accom-
panied their parents and helped to deliver,
to Lorna Clark at the Municipal Office who
many days thought she was running the
j;rmgram by hersell, I wish to soy Thank

o,

Today, while many people are affected by
the transit strike in Toronto, by the rising
costs in our communlties, and the everyday
problems of a family life, it does one's heart
goud to be able to say 'People do care about
others and find the time to help." In spite of
snow, lcy roads, accidents, illness,
vacations and personal costs The Meals get
through.

‘Thank you to all of you.

Terry Grubbe
Co-Ordinator
Acton Community Service Centre.

SATURDAY'S SUNSHINE brought record-breaking
crowds to the park for the fall fair, Organizers hopes
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were high as they envisioned wiping out their defjcit
and making a profit this, That wnl:; Sgturday‘ =

Saturday’s sunshine . . . and Sunday’s mud
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MIDWAY MUCK AND MUD made
Sunday as most of the fair's activities were eancelled.
A few hardy (or bored) youngsters ventured out to try

a dismal picture
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Sugar and spice

‘There's probably anly ene Lhing muore
boring than being forced 1o watch slides of
someonc else’s holiday jaunt, and thot is
having to listen to them teil about it, But it
you think that you are gaing lo get away
with only (wo columns about "OUR
TRIP,"” you might ns well turn over to the
real estote ads right now, gentle reader.

Not after I spent el that money, I've had
two long-distance calls and o letter in the
past 10 days from the Chargex people.
Stems we went aver our limit by about
double, and the bills are still coming in.
Olt, well, that's inflation.

On a trip like ours, it's probably # good
idea to take notes, or keep a diary. I never
do this; too interested in people and places
totry to put them down. Fricd to keep it all
inmy head, in pictures. Result: for 10 days
after we got home I couldnt sleep, with o)
those pletures, hopelessly mixed, (ashing
{hrough my mind.

When you hit cight countries in 14 days,
It’s more like low-flying than an in<lepth
study of the treasures of Furepe, But it’s
amaozing what you con and do see anpd
expertence.

For the average traveller who is not an
ort expert, there is serious donger of
picking up o couple of disenses. cathe-
dralitis and basilleatis. The symptams are
slmilar. If you see o person with heud
cricked right back, and mouth open, he's
probbaly just back from Furope.

While the caothedrals are awesome in
their structure and art work, they tend 1o
make you feel like a very small minnaw in
a very large ocean. And prebably that's
what they're supposed to do. We were in
the largest and third-largest in the world,
in Rome and Florence, both designed by
Michelangelo, and ! don't care if 1 never

Letters
welcome

see onother. They moke you humble in the
tace of the pattence, the reverence, and the
genius that went into their crention,

And we saw a lot of famous works of arl;
the Venus de Milo, a stocky brond with no
arms; the Mona Liaa, looking anything but
enigmatic behind six layers of bullet-proof
glass. [t was no more thritl than looking at
i good color phote of them in an art hook.

Bul that's not the sort of thing vyou
remember from a trip. You remember the
highlights snd the human relations, the
bad moments aand the exalted ones.

Like pgoing lhrough the Idolomites, a
range of mountains so forbidding they
make the Rockies look genial, in & rain-
sterm. the driver inching around hairpin
turns,

Or a mugnificent summer evening with
good wine, good food, good music, good
friecnds, on @ balcony overlooking the
beautiful Tivoli'gnrdens, outside Rothe.

Or wandering around the Mont Martre in
F*aris, haunt of famous writers ond artists

. over lhe years, watching the painters at

work, haggling over a plcture, maybe
having your portrait done In 10 minutes.

Or heing kicked off the grass in Monte
Carlo by a surly Monacan cop. Or hustling
through the rain in Heidelberg, trying to
lluy suppesliories with ‘your seanty Ger-
min.

Or sitling on your balcony In Luceren,
wondering what the poor folks were dolng,
as you looked over the lake to the moun-
tnins.

Or ndmiring the lady of the strects, who
saw us gawking at her as she leancd
against a buildlng, turned her back,
{lipped up her skirt, no pants on, some of
the bolder spirits told me. 1, of course, had
covered my hand with my eyes, or some-
thing like that.

Or discovering in your room a smoll bar-

refrigerater, stocked with everything from
Coke to champagne. All you had to do was
help yourself, mark down what you'd used,
and pay for it in the morning. Can't see a
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their luck amid the puddies of one of the worst down-
pours of the season. Rain, where were you in July?

by Bill S miley

North Americon hote] {rusting anyone that
much.

Or watching your wife, the insemuiac at
hiome, sleeping: on the bus, on the ferry, in
4 boat in the canals of Amsterdam, on a
boatl down the Rhine, on the Seine, on the
trian, The only place she didn’t sleep was
in the hotel rooms, worrying about geiting
up of 6 a.m. and on the Hovererall from
France to England, which took only 35
minutes, :

Perhaps the best part of o group tour, as
I mentioned, is the relationships you form.
We had Canadians from as far aport os
Dawson City, the Yukon, and Nova Scolia,
lhe whole breadih of the country,

We had Americans fram California,
Texas, Ulinois, Oregon, and lowa, And we
biad five Australians. Have vou cver head a
fady from Texas trying to talk to a middle-
aged French-Canadian or a young Austral-
fan? It's a riot.

Al first we were all a bit stand-offish,
lending to huddle with our own. But after a
few days we were helping each other with
language, flunny money and lost luggage,
The ladies were exchanging travel irons,
bair dryers, recipes, and anecdotes abaut
toilets,

Ironically, from thls lnnd of separatism
and stuff, perhaps the best (riends we
made on the lour were Quebecois. And |
think I know why. I dusted off my rusty
French and made an effort, and they did
the same with thelr English.

An Ausirolian lnd and his sister became
almast ltke a son and daughter to us, A
young Canadlan school teacher from Cal-
gary wepl and hugged and kissed when we
bumped into her after the tour, in Londen.

We drank dinner with two handsome
young couples from Illinoia several times.
The Ladies Texas invited us down for
Christmas. Donald, from Quebee, wonts
me to find a school where his doughter con
learn English. And 1 was like to be kissed
and hugged to death by 18-year-old Cathy,
from Oregon. My shirt was all wet with
tears after our larewell party.

Very nice work, Il you can get it.

a5

The Free Press
Back Issues

10 years ago

Taken from the issue of (he Free Press
of Wednesday, September I8, 1988
A province-wide manhunt continues
today for a young Hamiiton man who
escaped from Halton's century-old jail in
Mllton, Sunday night.
Farm community and townspeaple will

find entertainment, Interesting displays,

competitions, musle and plenty of fun at the
55th annual fall fair of the Acton
Agricultura! Soclety this weekend, For the
second year the falr’s evenls are extended
to Include an Interdenominational church
setvice Sunday afternoon.

A grand Jury report making recom-
mendations to cure the shortcomings of the
Halton County Jail in Milton was submitted
to the Honorable Justice Parker on Sep-
tember 10, just five days before four
prisoners broke out Sunday evening.

Ladles Sofltball semi-finals between
Georgetown and Acton in Glen Willlams
last Monday night was a close, well played
game, Georgetown surged ahead in the
finnl innlngs to win 19-14 eliminating Acton
from the series.

20 years ago

Tekenfrom the issue of the Free Press
of September 25, 1958

Sparked by excellent weather nearly
10,000 people filed through the gates ot the
Acton Park last Friday ond Soturday to
enjoy the Agricultural Soclety's annual
autumn presentation of exhibits, com-
petitions and entertainment. Fall Fair
president W, Thompson peinted out this
yenr's fall fair was the largest since World
War two, if not the largest in the history of
the Acten lair.

A breakdown of water service in-
stallntions In 32 lots in the Glenlea sub-
division revealed the Public Utllities
Commission was assuming o Joss of $33 on
installation charges, during: the regular
meeting of the commission on Thursday,
Seplember 18.

A Tull YMCA program will begin next
week, The Y board and the Y's Men's Club
are carrying on activitles here without a
general secrctary this year.

50 yeérs ago

Taken rom the issue of the Free Preas
of Thuraday, Septe mber 20, 1928
A year ago we penned a heading for the
report of Acton Fall Fair which read “The
Acton Fall Fair of 1927 Makes a Record

~ Hard to Equal”. But apparently, records

are made only to be broken as this year's
fair would seem to prove. Although the
weather was cool, it was ideal fall days,
both Tuesday and yesterday. It is said one
success leads o another and the splendid
success of the fair lasl year paved the way
for greater achlevements this yesr and this
year will no doubt make ready for a larger
falr in 1929,

Mrs. W.5. Coleman received a letter this
week via the air mail route from Mr.
Coleman, It was posted at Lachine Rapids,
Quebec and came here from there to
Montreal via air post.

Last Wednesday alternoon or evening,

sneak theives forced an entrance inlo Mr. .

A.B. Mclean’s barber shop. Cigarettes and
tobacco and other small articles were Laken
by the iniruders.

100 years ago

Taken from the issue of the
Free Preas of Seplember 19, 1878

A large crowd gathered in Matthews Hall
io hear ihe telegraphic reports of the
clection. A wire had been fixed in the hall
by Mr. A. E. Matthews, the enterprising
agent for the Montreal line.

Another lorge crowd gathered ot
Christie, Henderson and Co.'s store where
the Dominion Line sent out its share of the
reports. When the report came that Mae-
dougall was clected cheers broke out for the
Conservative couse. The crowds then went
lo Secord’s comer where a huge bonfire
was kindled. When the fire burned down the
crowds adjourned to Agnew's Hotel where
addresses were delivered by the local
leaders of each side.

Butter is 12cents per 1b. in Ballinafad and
cggs 10 cents a dozen. On hand ot the Post
office slore are bufter 550 Ibs., eggs 400
dozen.

A lady is not an athlete although she does
generally jump at o chance.

It is cur painful duty to record the death
of Mr. Sydney Smith, a resident for 20
years. He had been running the plow fac-
tory in the village.

‘The sidewalk near the English chureh on
West Bower Ave. needs repairing.
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