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Property price vise
half cost of living increase

Average property prices b
Canada increased ot less than
half the rate of the cost of
living index during the first
4ix months of this vear, ae-
cording ta a just-campleled
study by the Canadian Real
Estate Association (CRREA),

Compared with the spne
period in $F7 the incresse
wis 4.5 per cent, bringing
average properiy prices (0
$56,186. The cost of Lving
index over the sime time
span jmmped 9.2 per cent.

CREA uses  purchases
processed through 1he
Multiple  Listing  Suervice
(ML%! as the basis for its
Nndings. The overwhelming
majority of purchpscs
processed thraugh MLS are
exisling (resale) houses and
the tabulation of these has
been found to be the most
accuriie guape of resale
housing prices in Canada.

MIS is an optional listing
service used by most real
estule boards in Canada and
provides n wide exposure af
properties listed for sale.

More than B5,000 property
purchases were  processcd
through MLS  during lhe
peripd--—-up 3.5 per cent from a
year carlier—seiting a new,
alltime recortd anil
representing investinents of
$4.8 billinn, also a record.

Prices in the three prairic
provinces and in Quebec
incrcased at a greater rale
than the national average.
Average prices in booming
Alberta rase 11.5 per ¢cent to
$74,00d—the  highest  pro-
vincial average in the nation,
Saskatchewan prices rese by

6.4 per cent to $453.618, while
the average in Manitobd was
up by 5.8 per cenl to 343,111

However, the bigipest
perlformer was the Provinee
uf Quebee where the nunbaer
of purchoses micreased by
alimast 33 per cent, compired
with the first balf of {977,
i’rtces there woere up by B
per cent o an averape of
$14,010. This was o commplele
reversal  [rom e first
quarter when prices actually
declined 2.5 poer cent. ‘This
made the six-month gain even
mire remarkable.

Commenting on the Quebec
results, Blair JJnckson, execu-
tive vice-president of CREA,
sajd: The igares should not
e read os  indicating an
abnormal surge in real estale
activity  in the  province,
While MLS sales have prown
to account for almost two-
thirds of all existing house
sales in other regions, the
historical share of MLS in
Quebec was averaging 3% per
cenl. What woe are looking
at,”" Jackson suppested, Uis
an increase in the popularnity
ol MLS in Quebec, which has
produced  the spectacular
reported results.”

Hegarding the stabibizing of
hottsee prices, he observed:
“While other  commuoditivs
are steadily running ahead af
wage increases for the past
two yoears, growing by less
than 12 per cent sined nid-
100 '

“Whilce this may be con-
sidered bad news for some
viendars, il ois certanly good
news  {or prospective  oor-

chasers. Housing 15 becomimp
moor affordable for a greater
numbsr of the population and
Ehie varicty and the
avilability bas -never heen
better.”

in anly. two provinces,
saskalehewnn and Manitoba,
did e aunber of purchases
decline comnparetd with o year
earlier and the drop off was
anly marginal.
iradaxically, i regions
plitgued by high unemploy-
ment purchises increased. In

the Atlantic provinees they

climbed by 5 per cent and in
Quebee by 32.7 per cent.

The number of propertics
placed an the market by their
awners during the Jonuary o
June peried passed  the
260,000 miark for the st
time, bul 1he actual number
sold  remained  relatively
unchanged a1t 427 per cenl
from the same period o year
eariter. ‘The highest sales-to-
listings ratie was in Alberta
where 42 per cenl of all
praperctics  placed on  the
market were sold; followed
clusely by Saskatehewan with
a sales-to-listings ratio of 41
per cenl.

akville, near  Toranlo,
remained he  commumty
having (e highest averagoe
house prices i Canada
$7T7..430, Hut the averape s
artifically mnflated by the {fact
two out of every 10 houses
here sell for more  than
SUMLON, wilh most of lhe
remainder 1y the $535,004 [
55,000 hrucket.

Calgary  hinl  the  pext
highesl averape house price

Sheridan presents
Condominium course

ance prublems and the role of
Lthe snunicipality.

Leiters and discussions will
1w ted by o nunber of experts

Sheridan College i5
presenting a course for Con-
dominium unjt owners and
members of the board nof
direciore, who want {o know
more about how lo run their
condominium properly.

The 12-week COUTse,
sponsored jointly by The City
of Mississauga and The Peel
Condominium  Associatlon,
will be held at Sheridan's
Brampton Campus on Mc-
Laughlin Hd. and Stceles
Ave. starting Sept. 21.

Ench session runs from

DOUWAR $ENSE

1200 B to 22.00 b and includes
a onehour lecture [ollowed
by 4 lwo-hour question - ans-
wer period and group discus-
sions.

Participants will learn the
legal aspecis of running n
condominium, how lo
manage the condominium's
datly affairs cfficiently and
falrly by ensuring proper [in-
ancial control, and how lo
orgunize meetings and nde-
quate maintenabce  pro-
grams, The course will also
examine condominium nsur-

including: Peter Carlson,
president, Peel Condominium
Association, K. 5. Cown,
direclar of Building 5tan-
dords, City of Mississauga,
John Kilgour, lawyer and
active In condominlum luw,
K. Maybank, member of the
Residential Condominium
Development Committee,
City of Misgissaugn, J.
Murray, co-ordinntor of the

of $74.079. Prices in Van-
couver and Toronlo, once
noted fnr Iheir hightr thap
AVCTOge prices, were come
fortably lower at $65.531 and
SG6,043 respectively.

[awest  average  house
prices svere o be und in
Moose Jaw, Sask., ot $3L177
aml i Trois Rivieres,
uebee, al $32 8246

The dallar volume of MLS
sales in Ontario amounted to
2,268 tnillion during the fies)
sixomonths of 19748, compared
with $2,1689 mullion in 14977 for
un inerease of 4.5 per cent. A
lotal of J0,8H propertics were
sgld  during  the  (irst  six
mogiths of 1978 compared with
39,226 properties ip 1977, an
increase of 1.7 poer cent.

The average price  of
properties sold through the
MlS during the first six
maonths of 1978 were 556,838,
2.8 per cent higher thon the
1977 comparable  overage
price of $50,305. The second
guarter 1098 average pricu
wis 30027, 19 per cent
higher than the first quarger
T8 average price of $56,2131,

The number of propertices
listed for sale during the firsi
six months of 1978 tolalled
LI, 6.4 per cent hipher
tharr  the comparatde 19377
botad of 123771 listings. The
percenlige of  listings  sold
durtng Lhe second quarier of
YTl rase to 32.5 per coent from
Lhe firsl quartter 1978 ratio of
270 per ocenl. The sales to
listings ratin for the first six
months of 76 was 3004 per
cenl cempared with 317 per
cenl during the samone 1977
prerinod

Hesidential Condominium
[evelopment Committes,
ant] K. Oukes, sccretary of
the Peel Condominium  As-
sociation,

Fee for the course is $t0,
Additiona]l reading materiol
mity be required at oo
maximum cost of $7.

For f{urther information
nnd - or registration call the
Community Services
Division, Sheridan College,.
Brampton Campus at 459
7533, 164-T491, ext. 216 gr 217.

Avoid unpleasant surprises by clesing cottage properly

By Warren Adamson, CA

In the cooling days of
autuma, it can be o
templation to skimp on the
precautions you should 1nke
to clese your cottage for
the winter. This can be on
expenyive  mistoke, how.
cyer.

Hopefully, you  should
not have 1o leaen the hard
way -- as 4 neighbor did
who  forgot  to make
urrengements tn bave his
coliage ronf cleared of anow
if the winter; and found the

{renern! financial ndvice
by members of the Institute
of Charteredl  Aveountints
uf {Intarin.

nof  collapaed  when he

otuened in the spring,

Or anvther neighbor who
did not shutter or board up
his cottage windows., Next
year he found that a duck
Lud flown right through a
windows, and smashed
lighta, pictures and china
inside the cottage belore
finally vxpiring.

My own horror  slory
came {rom neglecting to
have the electrieny  dis-
connecied. 1 discovered
squatters had been taking
over an adjoining eabin as
spon as the  cottage  was
closed, and were fiving in
comlorg witli the Lelp of an
rlectric heater plugged it
my clectrical service!

50 now I follow a check
list destgued to discourage
imtruders, both animal and

hunian, and to avotd expen-
sive apringtime  bills, It
includes:
~Shultering the windows.
['ve used the wnme sheets
of quarter-inch plywood for
years, und renail them over
the windows every fall.
Capping  the  chimney,
This prevenis  hirds and
honsts from nesting there.
~Hizing o year-round res-
ident to clene the roof of
siuow. The $30 or 840 you
spend is cheap insurance
against a repair bill ruaning
into thousandy,
~Turping  off  the  water
anil  draining  the  lines,
Putting anti-freeze in the
pump itsell is part of this
provedure,

{t s nlio impossible o

keep determined mice oul
ol n cottage but if therciaa
mouse-proof room or chest,
stor¢ vour maltresses and
pillows innide it, since
these are places mice love
to bureaw,

Try to store the dock on
high land. Virtually no
wooden dock  ecan  with-
stanid the ice pressure if the
witied s right < or wrong - s
spring breakup,

Following all these steps
muy sound like a tot of work
hut considering the invest-
ment ol time aml money
you probably have in your
cotlage, 1 will b time
well-spent.

Mr. Adameon s with
Campbell Shoarp., Toronto.
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by Rpehard Charles

13
Oh, you shouldn’t have!

CSeene BoThere il sits on the breakfast lable or under
the tree or in the hands of the presenter @0 he retires
ment  parly, s beaitifal Thal  were of  brghlly
coluired paper and those Iricky Bowe all rilibor; and inside
there™s wsoally 2 box, and inside The box There’s probably
soals el Hssue paper, and imside That perhaps o plastic bag
amd Pleere at last, Like The mysternious wol in the mner
santctwm af the lemple, sits the pift jself, "Oh" she they
cries, "you shouldn® have 1™

Scene [ G hitle Jater): There 0 sits, probably screwed
up inte o handy ball now  the boght wrapper, the ribbon,
the tissue, the plastic bag, with the lattened box mside i
already forgotien in the gartuge can, Bul who's sayng “Oh,
you shiouldn’t have!™” now? :

It's a shame 1o spoil the parly by talking aboul waste,
But does it really spod] the party? Or have we been oversold
an the need fo ampress cach vther with all the tinwel, when
whitt vounts is the gift inside and the affection that it
epresents?

Maybe we Jdon'l wanl 1o po so far os trying to hold
unweapped pifls belisnd our backs until Lhe st secand, or
telling aunhic to ook under the chesterfield for o surprise,
But surely we could do a bit less wrapping withouot making
lile unbearably dull; and then make sare that the wrapping,
LEler ts briel but merry hife, Joesn™ poonto the mumeipal
invinerator,

OFf vourse, see'te wp oapanst some prefty sitong torees,
This s 1he ape ol super-packapmg, 117 not easy o buy
Juvihing, even small stems ke mihe-up or rasor hlades,
without bringing home famd paving for) woane eve-calvhing
display card o1 mounl or contiiner that we usaglly have no
carthly use for, Prepared foocds and boaschold proaduets age
putticularly  stothnp examples of  packaging pone wald,
because they're competing wath one another on supee-
markel shelves, And we all know where the baney package
cnsls up,

Dowes b really matier? Unbortunately ol does, Because
Phs s Bovw e Lo Gway toniey, Tesaulees hd enengey
nope of which we can aftord 1o lose o oessentially vl
prutposes. Fhe money and resources are alwious, bub the
Py Wanle iy scrmiel g we donTt e b s the energy gsed
e pravluciny and transporfing the paper and plshie and
woennd and metal aml glass thar are quocky discarded and
disappear with o cruneh imto the aws of the parbape trugk,
And speaking of purbage fricks, they run on encrpy (oo,
amd o de the Lind Gl and aneamnerator operabions thal the
Ituchks feed,

This isn™t peanuls, More than one-thaed of the perbage
carng Troan Canadian homes s packaping maternl, and it's
Fedbimy wisrse,

Orne thang we can o do Lo slow the pace o destrachion s
1o by things that come wathoul a 1ol of Built-in garbagpe,
W can shop at places where they pack poods in simple bags

ur reisdble containers, We can set aside e inaterials, like

paper and glass, that can be reoyeled, We can put pressure
o local suiborities o have Hhese materids collected
separately, if they are not doing so glready, And we can
keep a closer watgl on aur own wrapping habiats,

There are sa many ways to Dight hack, and the hest way
to start is by reading The garhage book. obilainable from
Box 35040, Station ¢, Otawa, Ontaria, K1Y 451, Bt full
uf good, down-to-carth ideas from the Office of Energy
Canservation,

Scene L There is sits — and the next move is ours,




