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What will
be the end?

by Greorge Elliott

Almost o century ago the
people of Acton decided they
wanled and needed a Fown
Hall as a focus of community
aclivities. It cost them $6000
and was paid for over o
period of twenty years. Today
i 1978 the cost of restoring
that old building on Josiah
Adams lat would be $236,000.
What a staggering differ-
ence? What a frightening ex-
ample of the decline in o
dollar’s value!!

MNevertheless "in 1881 $GO00
was a  lot of money:
remember the squabble over
whether the building cshould
cost $5000 or $6000. Actonians
then supported the building of
a Town Hall, most of them did
at any rate, in spite of the
" large sum of money its con-
struction represcnted. Now
we come to the question of
whether we should spend an-
ather large sum of money to
keep it, if not the center of
community activity
anymore, at least the center
of community history.

Is it worth saving? That de-
pends on your feeling for
history, your sentiments, and
VOUr rools.

One Councillor made the
staiement that the building
wias after all only about 100
yvears old, if it had been 200
years old then its preservy-
slion would probably Dbe
warthwhile. To that Coun-
cillor I say here is a recipe for
making & 20 vear old
building. Yuu take o 100 yvear
old building and look after il
for a hundred years and lo
and beheld you end up with a
200 year old one. There are
really no potenlial 200-year-
old public buildings left in
Acton; they have all fallen tn
‘progress’. If the Town Hall
goes there will never be a 200
vear old building in Acton and
we will all be poorer for the
fact.

Well, then. what has the
Town Hall Hestoration
Commiltee done? First of all
it eompleted a feasibility
study to determine what had
to be done to restore the Town
Hall and what it would cost. [t
npptied to the Heritage
Foundation for a grant to help
pay for restoration and wasin
effect refused because the
municipality would not con-

tribute to the restoration,

It appiied to the Devonian
Foundation in Calgary, but
while they {elt the restoration
was warthwhile it did not fall
within their guidelines so no
grant.

At present o request 15 in
the Wintario for a grant but
this does not appear to be pro-
mising, again because the
municipality is not puiting
any money in. They might
move, however, i citizens put
in money through private
donations, The Cominittee
has raised money through the
sale of prints, plotes, and
other activities to pay the
costs of the feaslbility study
but is still about $700 in debt.

What has Counci! done?
The present  Halton  Hills
Council has said there will be
no money {or restoration but
it has designated the Tewn
Hall as a heritage building;
this  designation can be
removed, It has given the
Commiltee until the end of
the vear to find money some-
where for restoration. Affer
that, if no moeney is found, it
will probably be torn down.
Demolition will probably cosl
about $15.000, paving and pre-
paring a4 parking lot on Lhe
site prebably  $10.000, and
bricking up the exposed wall
nl the new Fire Hall maybe
$15,04). The final total cost of
the Fire Hall then will e in.
creasced by abaut $40,000 if the
Town Hall goes.

What have the Citizens of
Aclon done? Many people in
Acton signed a petition which
deferred demolition.  There
have been expressions of
suppert and interest to in-
dividual members of the
Restoration Committec.

People did buy prints, not
a5 many as the Commitiee
hoped, but a fair number.
Actonians and others are now
buying plates, perhaps be-
cause they expect that an
imoge on a plate will be all
that is left of the Town Hall in
# year or two. So far Acton-
ians have not been asked to do
much more.

What must be done then? [s
our Town Hall to be replaced
by a parking lot and a blank
wall on the Fire Hall? 1s that
what the people of  Acton
wanl?  The Restoralion
Comimiltec hopes not. I the

people of Acton want o save
the Town Hall it can be dime
in exactly the same way as
the citizens af 1081 built 1. I
evervone  who o signed  the
petition pave $166 that would
e S150,000  towards  the
restgration ond with this sum
it kand the rest could easily
be obtained from  granting
agencies.  (ne hundred
dollars is a lot of money for an
individual te give but if you
want something worlhwhile
sacrifices must be made. Be-
lieve in something enough
and any sacrifice 15 possible.
Already  $1500 has  been
pledpged towards the restor-
ation. This was without any
specit{ic campaign. Can we
hope that more Actonians will
be as comununity minded as
the citizens of 18817 The
Committee has nolt enough
people to go and knock on
every door tn Acton. What we
need ks people in Acton who
will pick up their telephones
and dial 853-0365 or B33-0915
any say: ‘I want 1o see the
Town Holl restared and |
belteve in it enough to give
vou tny pledge for $100 right
now. Count me in.™ tinly vou
can make hat decision to
pick up the telephone. 1
enough people do it we just
roight end up with a0 200-vear
old huildhing some day
tThis is the hinal column n
the Tawn FHadl Tales series, 1S
others have reminiscences of
the Town Hall the Editor of
the Free Press will be happy
to have yvou write them in-for
publications  as  letters,  §
wolld {tke to thank the Free
Press for the support they
have given us ond EKara
Hosennuist for doing some af
the research for these ar-
ticles. Service elubs, chureh
groups eie. who would like to
see and hear o short shde
show and talk on the Town
Hall restoration at one of
their mectings are asked (o
contnc! me at 83345360 1n set
up a date for a
during this  Fall  period.
George Elliott
Chairman
Town Elall Hestoration
Committee

Today’s recipe— autumn soup

From the synchro swim
tearn cook houk :
Autumn Soup
1 Ib. ground bee(
. ¢hopped onion
. water
. Ccul up carrols
. diced celery
. cubed pared petatoes
2 lsp sait
§ tsp. bottled brown Bouquet
sauce
v t5p. pepper
1 bay leaf
1/8 tsp basil
i tematoes

Wednesday to Saturday

In large sauce pan. cook
and stir meal untit brown.
Drain aff fat. Cook and stir
onions with meat until entons
are tender tabouwt 5 min.,
Str in remaining ingredients
exeepl tomatoes. Heal to
bodme. Heduce heat, cover
and  simmer 20 min.  Add
lomalocs; cover and simmer
10 min. longer or unti
vegelables  are tender, (6
SCrVINES)

-1-28 0z, can tomatoes (with
liquich) can be substituted for
[resh tomatoes. © Heduce

Get A
Beautiful
8x 10

Family Groups

wiler to 3 ¢, The canned
tomatoes  will break  apart
ant give soup o rosy ealour.
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September 6th to 9th, 1978

only B8¢ per person
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b o gre el

Your baby's special charm captured by our apuciaiiat
Just the gift for everyone in the family!l All ages

— family groups, 100. Limit one special per person.

in chlld photography —

You'll see finished p

and wallet size avallable at reasonable prices.

iclures — NOT PROOFS — Additional 8x10, 5x7's

ZELLERS MILTON MALL

65 ONTARIO STREET SOUTH
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Rich south
has jobs

The Dwo manmicpathties with
the highest standard of hiving
in the country., Ouakville anil
Burhimpton, plus one ather not
socchistinpuished, Mailton, have
more than 16 jobs avail-
able though there are more
an 150 emiplavable people
an the Halton welfare rolls
tduring July

Un the rolls were 134 cm-
plovable people iy July and
22 uneinploy able people who
woere colleching hepefils

Duaring the sane month the
tanada Finplosment Centre
at trhakaable and ot Milton
riecerved T requests Trimn
vinployers to Bl vaciant jobs
Aot the <ame number of
reguests were recorded ot
Burlington Since January 30
peaple i Halton have been
refused peneral soctal assis-
tance aor  have  had  their
benehts ended
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CLIP THIS VALUABLE COUPON

' SAVE 1% |

with this coupon Valid until Sat. Sept. 16/78
BRING IN YOUR ROLL OF

COLOURFILM

inrocessing negs B printingl

1 COUPON PER ROLL

Phato Finishing by Coloriron
We use Kodak Paper for the Good Lok

877-0411
RAEGEI;E S DR
ENTRE

Thurs. and Fr. ull 9 p |
[OPEN it trena™ |
CLIP THIS VALUABLE COUPON

GEUHGETUWN MAHKET
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OPEN MONDAY
Tues,, Wed., Sa1.
9.8

Thury & Fry
9.9 .
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| Serviy In
FERGUS « ACTON s STREETSVILLE » BOLTON

Kitten Knits
mean business e ,-
The backbone of any atfice wardrabe 1s 0 katien kit ﬁﬁq/

Start with classie o looks, gorgeaus all calours mL!

st les and superb taitoning. Add Trevira Polyuester and

wual fabita that s completely machine washable. You
" Mo Bave an outhit that really works tor you. Tha

i hoes v st businesswoman,

MIMILLST F
AL TN
853 0041

“Your Fashion Shop

Lovely

The grass and grounds . at
the Legion are in excellent
shope, tended by a commltice
of members. The Legion, in
its attractive selting, has

setting

picture lakipg at summer
weddings and anniversaries.

Saturday night dances will
begin again at the Legien In
Octlober.

been an ideal tocation for

QUILT INSULATION

A Caompleta Home Insulation Service.
We can show you how 1o save energy and
monaey.

CALL NOW
ESTIMATES ARE FREE

877-6803 791-8858

OR

GUARANTEED
INVESTMENT CERTIFICATES

on 5 year annual Interest
Rales subjoct to chenga

@ STANDARD TRUST
\ 7 | COMPANY

B Main St. South

‘Brampton, Ontario

| Telephong 457-4448
OMicesin: Bramplon » Chatham e Hamilion « Markham
Qttawa ¢ Picton » Taronto » Walkertion « Woodsiock

MEMBER CANADA DEPOSIT INSUARANCE CORPORATION

Sunth
Holldaj%1 %

WELL WORTH LEAVING
HOME FOR
PICK YOUR HOLIDAY

'« FLORIDA SHOWCASE
ORLANDO iwtTH CAR)

rrom *229
] FLORIDA GULF COAST
(WITH CAR) rrom '249

|1 FLORIDA GULF witH cam rrom *299

SANIBEL ISLAND erom *3H9

=]
7 SOUTH SEA PLANTATION
FROM #349

raom*339

7Y MIAMI BEACH
7 SUNCRUISE FLAVIA rrom *469
1 FORT LAUDERDALE rom®279

1 SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
FROM ‘329

rrom * 329
rom ' 279

) NASSAU

| FREEPORT
. JAMAICA rrom ' 359
? CUBA rrom ° 399

lincluding Breakfast. Lunch, Dinner)

L J ANTIGUA rrom '439
™1 BARBADOS trom * 349
"1 ST. LUCIA rrom *399
"] PUERTO RICO raom 399
(] ARUBA rnom *469

) CONTADORA ISLAND rrom *499

[ﬂ COZUMEL raom 339
rrom *329

raom 'B39
FROM ‘299
rrom *429

.3 MEXICO MAGNIFICO
.1 ACAPULCO

[ 1IX TAPA
L] HAWAIl oaRrvu FROM ’649

) HAWAII 215LANDS rrom 789
(OAHU plus HAWAI or MAUI)

L] HAWAII 31sLANDS erom *849
{OAHU. KAUAI HAWAIL)
([ SUNCRUISES cARIBBEAN .
- ONE WEEK rnom *H49
[} A.B.C. CHARTERS 10 LONDON
PER PERSON FROM 1279

L] A.B. C CHAHTEFIS TO TAMPA

rrom ' 119

] A.B.C. CHARTERS

TO FORT LAUDERDALE mom'119

PRICES INCLUCE AIR TRANSPORTATION, TRANSPORTA.
TION AND LUGGAGE TAANSFER BETWEEN AIRPORT AND
HOTEL ACCOMMODATION AT HOTEL AND OTHER FEA-
TURES AS LISTED IN THE FREE COLOUR BROCHURE AVAIL-
ABLEAT. ..

i iy Mnr:- Teabonk 19q. g baneis (- sl WP Bkl

TED TYLER TRAVEL:
SERVICE - ACTON




