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group photograph
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after a

play in the town hall. Addie Hurst Wylie lends the

picture but doesn't

know the date, It's likely

about the beginning of World War 1 Those

identified

In the picture are Minnie Stalker, Stan

Russell, Jim Smith, Alex Mann, Tom McClure,

in the Beginning (Part 2)
By George Elliott

The Town Hall neared com-
pletion early in 3883, A news
item on January 25, 1883, in
the Free Press reported the
bell had been placod in the
tower and would soon he
ringing out over the fown,
marming, noon, and night,
with a “tlear, sweet tone"

Apparently there was a hit
of back biting Dbelween
Georgetown and Acton over
that bell. The Georgelown
Herald commented smugly
thal Acton’s bell had cost o
Ereat dealt of money. The
Acton Free Press responded
righteously that Acton had 1o
pay’ SHIO duty on the bell
whereas Georgetown, being
sharper, -1 suppose, had ob-
tained  their  bell more
cheaply by claiming it as 2
church bell and thus avoiding
the customs fees. Rivalry
belween the two towns hegan
ol a very early age.

Preparations were already
underway for the advent of
the Hall to the town's active
life. Council began setting up
procedures for management,
The tender of Thomas Easton
was accepted for caretaking
and that of Luther Lyman for
highting the lamps. Acton did
nol have electricity at that
time. Funds were also ap-
proved to provide furnishings
for the hall.

Because the hall would be
used for community sucial
events the Free Press folt
compelled to comment on a
controversy which must have
then been agitating many of
the citizens, There would he
dancing in the hall and some
churches frowned on this as
being entirely evii and the
work of the devil among sin-
ful men. Undoubtedly strong
feelings were arouscd on the
issue, The Free  Presg
marked out its  position
clearly. Daneing was not sin-
ful unless abused. Private
dances were probably not
harmful o anyone's morals
but public dances, where all
classes of society mingled to-
gelber, weore probably
“harmful and pernicious.™
And so the press took whal
was then a middie of the road
stand; most of the townsfolk
prebably supporeed it

The Free Press also editor-
ialized on the setting of fees
for the new facility. Local
groups snould  reeeive
favored treatment but since o
political campaign was soon

to be launched the town

fathers should make syre the
hall was ready for campalgn
activities and people should
be able to see a sizeable
return in fees for these pe-
livities,

The council had their first
meeting in the new council
chambers on  Thursday,
March 8. 1803. Previously
they met in Matthews Haklt
Iwhat used to be Hotchen's
bakery). With Heove W, §.
storey in the chair, business
concerniniz  the new  hall
occupled most of Council's
time. Chandeliers to caost
$189.38 woere approved and
Mrs. J. Adams was paid $1o
for cleaning up the hall
following construetion,

At this time a controversy
over the ringing of the Town
Hall bell surfaced which was
Lo occupy the town fathers for
some time and several meet-
ings. It had been proposed to
ringthe bell ot 7 and 125.m. 1
and 6 p.m., the hours of
heginning and ending work. A,
petition was  presented
however requesting the bell
ring at 6 a.m. as well, No
doubt this was to waken the
villngers so they could get to
work at 7 a.m. There was alse
the problem of ripging it on.

Suindays in compelition with
the church betls.

It all came down te a finan-
cial situation. A bellringer
wauld have to be paid and the
nore times he rang the bhel!
Ibe preater the cost. Money
was not going to be casy to
find sa it took several meot-
Ings apparently to resolve the
wsue. The end resull was 2
ringing of the bell to mark the
heginning and end of work as
ariginally proposed.

Since the Town Hall was
now ‘open for business’, so to
speak,  Council  felt  there
should be o special concert to
inaugurate what was o he g
longt and successiul series of
public entertainments  over
the years, A conuniliee wis
sel up to arvange it and of
course artists from Toronio,
the hig city, were engaged to
give the hall a send off in
proper  style. It appears
though the concert did not
meet the standards hoped for.
Colmments in the Free Prosy
tell the whole stary. They
pulled nn punches when
citme to  discussing artists
and performances in those

Jean Stalker, Herb Ritchie, Laura Akins, Minnie

Bennett, Bertie Speight,
Brown, Ernie Barr, Pe

Bertha Brown, Art

arl Baker, Jennie Mat-

thews, Laura Gray, Mary McClure Forbes, Miss
Graham, Mrs. AT, Brown and Stan Russel],

dered and the music of the
ttalian orchestra pleased all
present, The ball at the elose
of the concert was, as far as
attendance and receipts go, a
consummate [rilure.” There
seemed to be some satisfoge-
tion in reporting this failure
beeause it indicated  the
marals of the community
were still intact and not led
astray by all that public
daneing,

And sothere it was; Acton's
Town Halt launched sedately
un an 86 yvear carcer in he
service of its townspeople.
Fult of pride, hope, and great
expeclations they welcomed
a symbol of sophisticated
civilization in their midsl.
Tht nctivities there aver He
vears proved Actonians knoew
well how 1o use this Hall for
the improvement of life in
their community.
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FABRIC SOFTENER J9°
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You'll save a pocket-full @

271 LIQUIDATION

at the

CENTRE

16 MEADVALE ROAD — AT THE SIDE QF
THE GLENLEA PLAZA
ere are some examples of our everyday Whalesale

Culver Housoe Pure 12 or.

STRAWBERRY Jam 59

The Halton Hills swim team
finished fourth out of nine in
the TOMAC Heglonal
champienships in
sauga.

Mississauga won the meot
with 554 points, followed by
Hamilton-Wentworth  with
228, Fuoirfleld with 177 and
Haltan Hills with 154.

Eric Elson nad an excellent
day for Halton Hills winning
both the boys® {13-14), 50
melre freestyie and 50 metre
butterfly.

[don Elson won both the 50
freestyle and 50 breasistroue
for boys 11-12 and finished
second in the 25 butterfy.

Other Halton Hills swim-
mers copping gold medals
were Mark Howic in the 25
backstroke, Jennie Lusby in
the same event for girls,
Cheryl Thompson in the 50
backstroke, Theresa Pallitt in
the 25 breasistroke, Heather
Thatcher in the 50 hreast-
stroke,

Theresa Pollitt also placed
second in the 30 freestyle,

Misyly-

The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, Aug. 30, 1978 B7

- Elson brothers star

i2eth Stewart secend in the
1% breaststroke and Cheryl
Thompson third in the 50 free-
style,

The Halten Hills mixed
mediey relay team of Sheila
McDonald, Eric Elson, -
Heather Thatcher and’
saleolm McLeod swatn third
a5 did the mixed freestyle
relay team of Mark Howie,
Jennie Lushy, Theresa Pallltt
and Andrew MeLeod. T

in the Kelly Cup competi-
tion, Halten Hills finished
third with 163  points.
Homillon-Wentworth won the
competition with 348,

The Elson brothers once

again wore the top Halton
Hills swimmers, Eoach fin-
ished ficst in three events.

Jennie Lusby alse won a
gold mede) for Halton Hills in
the girls" 25 metre back-
siroke,

Andrew  Macleod was
second in the 50 freestyle,
Theresn Pollitt second in the
girls' 50 freestyle, Mary Lynn
sorraw second in the girls’

100 freestyle, Andrew
Macleod second in the boys’
25 metre backstroke, Theresa
Folitt second in the girls' 25
breaststroke, Beth Stewart
seeond in the 100 breast-
stroke, Cheryl Thompson
second in the glrls® 50 butter-
Ay, and Mary Lynn Morrow
second In the 50 butterily.
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Third
Hallon
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Thursday. night t{o prepare the
game with league
Chryslers. After the day

fog toroll in and cause cancellati

The Halton
freestyle relay team of Don

Brenda Morrow and Theresa
Pollitt also finished second.

Howie in the 25 backstroke,
Cheryl Thompson in the 50

ACTON MERCHANTS worked
leading Georgetown
's rain the field was

exceptionally muddy but hard work had the
diamond ready at 8.30 p.m. fust in time for the

the 25 breasistroke, Andrea
Arbic in the 50 breastsiroke,
Heather Thatcher in the 50
brenststroke, Jehn
McFarlane in the 100 breast-
stroke, Adrienne Little in the
23 buiterfly, John McFarlane
in the 50 butterfly and Andy
Stapleton in the 50 butterfly,
The 13-14 mixed [reestyle
refay  teasn of  Maleolm
Mael.cod, Heather Thatcher,
Sheila MacDonald and Erie
Elson also finished third,

AlIBL tourney

The Acton Industrial Base-
ball League is planning a
fastball  tournament for
2 Prospect Park on September
-4 30 and 31.
g~ Tournament argunjzer
je2t 2 David Allen said the reason
g [or the lournament is that any

Hills mixed

Stephen  Macl.eod,

ptace finishers for
Hills were Mark

ke, Jennie Lusby In

AL e S . e ane tearm {rom the league can

beat another on a given day.
Wellinglon Place and North
Italton Sparts from the Condo
leogue will join  Station
Hotel, J and T Sports, Family
Cleaners, Vons Welding,
Halton Hils Eleetric and
Halton Hills Catering in the
friendly tournament.

hard last
diamond for a

on of the game.
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Quated from the Free Press
ol Aprit 5, 1883, *“The opening
concert given in the new
Town Hall an Thursday
evening was attended by be-
tween 300 and 400 per-
suns. . the universal opinion
respecting the new hall was
that il was second to none in
the pravinee as far ns beauty
and acoustic propertics are
concerned. The concert was
very enjoyable, but failed ta
come up to the expectations
of the committee and many of
thase present.*

SOME comiments about the
artists follow. “The Misses
Corlett did very well -~ no
floubt their hest — but their
renditions were not equal to
whatt is generally expected
from city performers. Mr.
Taylor, who is without doubt
one of the finest tener leaders
inacharus, was prenounced o
complete failure as a soloist,
and greatly disappointed the
audience,” ... "The regit-
ations and sketches. of Prof.
Hell Smith received the ap-
plauseof all present, (sie) the
sketehes especially being de-
serving of highest econiums
of praise. Miss Monroe's
piano Solos were well ren-
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* COMBINATION LOCKS *2.00
* PAPERMATE MALIBU SET %2.99
% BIC PENS scor 88¢

* MATH SET *1.10
* Hilroy EXERCISE BOOKS -, ... 99¢

% PENCILS s /1o 88¢
* Variety of BINDERS
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BUY IN BULK AND SAVE MORE!
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