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Energy Saving and Construction

if yours is one of the 715,000
homes being  bhuilt  this
summer, toke this ideal Lime
io consider ways you and
your contractor ean make the
house energy efficient.

The Aliapce o Save
Energy and the Nativnal As-
secintion of Home Hullders
suggoest  there are several
cnergy saving options which
will pay far themselves over
time in lower utility bills.

DESIGN:  First, consider
the design of the house. A
square or rectanguiar floor
pluon is usually more encryy
¢lficient than *H”, T and
“L" shaped homes, This is
due o a tower ratio of oulside
widl area to fleor arca. Alse
keep in mind that reducing
the ceiling height from elght
feel ta seven feet six inches
also saves heating and
cocling energy, There Is six
per cent less volume to heal
and cool.

If the building lot permits,
recommend to Lhe contractar
that the house be situated
with the roof ridge running
east Lo west, rather than
north to south.

Where feaslble have the
attached garages or carports
where they can help shield
the house—on the north,
northeast or northwest in cold
climates; on the east or west
side in hot climates.

Declduous trees, the kind
that lose their leaves, provide
summer shading to the soulh
side of the house but do noi
cut down sunlight in the
wisiter.

WINDOWS: Consider Lhe
heat from the sun when plan-
ning window Jocations, South-
facing windows provide selar
heating in the winter. The
proper roof overhang on
south-faclng glass will reduce
heat gain in the summer
withaut affecting winter heat
gain. The glass arcas op ihe
other walls of the house, ¢s-
peclally the north side, should
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dishwashers, and

he minimized. Have double
pane glass installed through-
out the house and bhang in-
sulated drapes. Ask the con-
tractor for windows thal can
he opened i order o use
natura) or fan-forced ventil-
ation in moderate wealher.

INSULATION: Ask  Lhe
contractor to  insulate Lhe
walls and roof to the highest
specifications recommended,
Voluntary encrgy guidelines
have Dbeen  adopled by
members of the Home
Builders Association which
inake it easier for the home-
owner and builder to deter-

“mine the proper amount of

insulation, an indusicy
spokesmuan teld the Alance
iy Save Kncrgy.

Have the floors insulated
low, especially those over
crawi spaces, basemnents and
garages. It is also a good idea
ip insulate the water heater
and hol water pipes.

APPLIANCES: The waler
Lheater {s usually the second
largest encrgy user in Lhe
home. Il should be located as
near as possible to the arcas
of major use to minimize heat
losa through the pipes. Make
sure that the temperature s
set as low og practical — 110-
140 degrees depending on (f
there i3 a dishwasher, The
refrigerator should be located
in the coolest part of the
kiichen, away from the range
and oven,

Have high energy efliclent
appliances  installed. The
federal appliance labelling
program makes it poessible to
determine which models or
reftigerators, ranges, ovens,
waler
heaters use the least amount
af energy.

Consgider installation of a
heat pump if electric heat is
preferred. The nitial cost is
somewhat-hir than conven-
tional means of heating and
cooling. but the heat pump
can oflier an average of 20 per
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cenl' savings on utidity bills,
Heat pumps are most
veonomical when used year
round for both heating nnd
cooling and in areas where
the temperature in the winler
Is usually above X degrees.

Ask 1he cuontractor about
installing o ¢lock thermustal.
This device can resull in sub-
slantiol energy savings bul is
usually nol recommended if i
heat pumyp is installed.

Fluorescent lighting can be
four times as efficient as
standard incandescent hulbs,
su psk the contractor tn in-

stall them wherover appro-
priate. Have water [ancets
and shower heads fied with
water flow restrictors.

There are severid other
steps which can be taken by
Ihe contenelor which will con-
tribate  ta the energy ef-
ficieney of your hame. AIT
infillration, which means
heat leaks oul during the
winter and in during  the
summer, can be minimized
by proper scalinyg, weather-
stripping, caulking and wall
sheathing. These and olher
measures should be discussedl
in detail with the Huilder,

Improve soil
with compost

The cheapest and best way to make rich productive soll is
with your own compost, according to herticultural experts.

Compos

t, the experts point out, is a form of humus, and

humus should be worked into all Mower and vegetnble beds
every fall. Not only does this decayed organlc matler add
food ta the soil, it helps the soil retain water and air and helps

tobreak up heavy clay soils.

To make compost a container is required which can be
either one available commercially or a do-it-yourself project.
Slze will depend on the amount of vegetable refuse you have,
but generally a contalner four feet by four feet and four leet
deep is sufficient. It can be made from cinder blocks or scrap

wood,

Put In any vegelable refuse you have guch as tree leaves,
tea leaves, hedge clippings, grass cultings, potato peel, cte.
Tramp it down until you have a compacted layer six inches
deep. Soak [t thoroughly with the garden hose and cover with
a one inch layer of garden soll which has been mixed with two
cups of CIL Grow All. Sprinkle four cups of Dalomitic Lime-

stone over the soil.

Continue bullding with six Inch Jayers of vegetable refuse
s it becomes avallable, cavering each loyer with soil and

limestone.

Keep the compost pile covered with & sheet of heavy. black

plastic.

Fach month, fork the centents top-te-bottom, and water
well. Within four to five months your compost pile will turn
intorich, brown, erumbly earth. .

Spread a two Inch layer on flower and vegetable beds inthe
fall, and mix it into the scil to a depth of six inches. Any
compost you have left over from the all treatment should be
worked into the beds in the spring.
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OUNTRY BARGAIN
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DOWMN TO EARTH CORNER

| REAL ESTATE

RR. 1, ACTON

THE PRICE 1S RIGHT
10 ACRES — HOME

5 Bédrnnms, 2 storey home, ground
level family room, fireplace, several
bathrooms. Pond and steel barn.

SOLAR HOME
FEATURES

2 Acres, treed, secluded, 20" insula-
tion. Come and see this different
home. Ready for occupancy soon.

FOR RENT

2 Bedroom apartment in Acton.
Heated. $140.00 monthly.

2 MILL ST. E.

AMUST TO SEE

This roomy brick twa-storsy faaiures 4 bedrooms, 1% baths,
aepardate dning room, eatin kitchen, quality broadlioom
throughout, gerege, paved drive, and a fully fanced yard
backing onto groenbelt. Just reduced to $57,900.

Sat on approximalcly 2 neres of nttractively fandscaped
grounds, this quality split leval home features 3 largo bl
rooms, 3 barhs, ground floar famidy room with firaplaca and
walkoul 1o large patio, custom eat-in kitchen, soparate dining
racmn, rac rgom, gamaes room, (fround Hoor laundry, doubile car
garage, and scparate storago building., Muat be soonr e bhn
nppreciated. Asking § 107,500,

QPEN SPACES -
Soo this 20 aco property wilh fenced paddacks, a large I
aauipped ham with oxecllenl box stally, a pond and & 4
bodroom brick and alurmnum sideaptit logated on o paved road
closa to main hwy. south of Actan. Call today for alb 1ha
features includad with 1his proparty. Asking $129,500.

Ploasant couniry living can bia yours with this spacious bnck
ranchor got on a large lor minutos from Acton. This home
teatures 3 bodrooms, 4 pe. batn, separata dining rgom, living
rogom with atone firoplace, #ar-in kitchon, rec room wilh bar
and fweplace, snd double car garage. Pricad at only $63,500.
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PICTURESQUE VIEW
of Fairy Lake sa1 an a beautifol landscaped lal with 1wo patios
antt i Builtn gos BBG. This awractive 4 bodigom hnck ade
spht #4150 foaturas two 4 po. bathrooms, oal-in kilchen with
stave and fridage includod, ree coom with Bar and more. Asking
455,300,

RETIREMENT HOME
Cuptrally tocalad to ol amanities, this brick bunnalow 1natures
atarge kitchen. 2 badranms, 2 porches, bathraom, ving room.
and full Bosement 3nd n's sel on alage ot ideal for o garden,
Ruduced to 542 500,

mid]s

MELFIPE SDEE SEAYILE

ACTON

Rl o
YT TR et R

% il R LA L N

IMMACULATE

ot ort an atiractively landscaped lot wn Fawry Lake daroao, this
spacious fri-level i2 in immaculate conditign and foatures n
graund levet family roem, 11 baths, 3 bedrooms, extra laige
modaetn kitchen, formal living room. anef broadloom throufh-

aul. It's a must o see 21only $55 900,

FIAST TIME BUYERS |
For anly 940,400, and a low downpaymamt, you could own 1_h|r.
arrraciive townhouse featuring 3 hedrooms, livusgy andd cing
roromm willy walkout, 1% bailhs, andlargo fencod rear yored

COUNTRY HOME SITE

Building sne locaied on o poved raad south ol Acton closn tn
Hwy. 25 300" tamage, hall bush, everdlowing stream. Asking
545 0040, :




