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by George Elliolt

On a Monday night in May,.

1881, a group of Acton citizens
got together lo consider the
erection of a Town Hall, They
had been prodded by an
editorial in the Actan Free
Press of Jonuary 1881 stating
a community mecting place
was much needed in Acton.
True there were private and
church halls avatlable but a
growing pride in the success
of the small community re-
quired some civle mark of
maturity o tell the world
Acton had arrived. It was also
generally accepted that in a
civilized community laws
were {irst of all established
and lawbreakers were firmly
dealt with. How could you
punish the guilly properly
unless you had a Town Hall
with a lock-up to assert the
Law’s majesty? And so the

meeting of serlous civie
minded. carly Actonians
began.

Everyone wanied a Town
Hall bu! there were wvast
ilifferences of opinton as to
where it should be and what
should be in it. The meeting
went as all such meetings do
then, and now. First Major
William Allan proposed a
rather grandiose structure to
beon the front sireet. It would
have three floors with the
first foor given over to
stores. The second floor
would be a mecting hall and
the third a group of smaller
sociely halls. Interestingly he
proposed that the council
roon and lock-up be in the
basement. Perhaps  this
reflecled some poast unhappy
dealings with council.

Immediately. eyveryone
saw, and feared, the cost of
such a proposal and hastened
to put forth their more con-
servative, and I'm sure they
felt, more reasoned ideas.
Fred Secord wanted a8 Twon
Hall but he didn't want stores
in it as Acton already had
enough of these. Mr. D. D.
Christic wanted a hall but not
an expensive one. James
Moore wanted a hall but
thought the taxpayers should
be asked their opinlon and it
shouldnt cost more than
$6,000. John Speight said
Acton needed a Town Hall
and he would do his part to
support its construction pro-
vided council built and paid
for it in a year and it had a
belt. James Matthews, the
local pestmaster, thought the
hall should be built at moder-
ate cost. John Cameron, a
highly respected local builder
whose homes still grace some
Acton sireets, favored the
project providing a proper
design was selected- and
agreed upon and then carried
cutl without any short culs or
curtailment to spoil the ap-
pearance. As & builder, he
obviously recognized what
can happen when eager ama-
teurs get to work without
counting the cost untll it gets
out of sight and requires
drastic surgery.

The wupshot of all the
discussion was a motion that
council be authorized to
secure plans, and specifica-
lions for a Town Hall not to
cost more than $4,000 com-
plete, including site,
Immediately an amendment
was proposed not to build a
Town Hall but it was defeated
and the metion to build
passed easily,

Council met the next even-

Town Hall
Tales

s

In the beginning

ing and passed a resolution
calling for submission of
plans for b brick hall of two
storeys, 40 (t. by 70 It., of suit-
able height with tower and
bell. The facilities had to
include a council room, lock-
up, engine room, and a public
hall with goed acoustics, Cost
was not to cxceed $4,000 to
5,000 and o deadline of two
weeks was set for submission
of a design. As encowrnge-
ment a prize of $15 was to be
offered for the best design. As

_encouragement a prize of $15

was lo be offered for the best
design. A rotepayers meeting
the following week endorsed
Council’s action.

After several extensions of
the deadline plans were sub-
mitted by John Camuron, Eli
Snyder, and a firm of Toronto

architeets. All plans were .

good and estimated 1o cost
$4500 to $5000. Mayor Allan
then maoved Lhat the allowed
cost be raised 1o $6000. Here
wuas a man who obvigusly.
liked things do

¢ with style. Immediately
Postmaster Matthews nloved
an amendment that the
amount be limited to $5,000.
Mayer Allan wen 1his one
however and the meeting
almost  unanimously  ap-
proved his motlon to incrense
the sum allowed for construc-
tion. A committee was set up
to circulate a petition 1o the
ratepayers which was largely
favored by them. The Free
Press complimented council
and the ratepayers for their
sensible decision in securing
a Town Hall {o be paid for at o
rate of $2 per thousand of
assessment over a 20 year

period.

The design submitted by
Mr. Snyder won the $15 prize
but he was not awarded the
commission. The bullding
commitlce decided to engape
the Toronto architectural
firm of James, Mallory, and
Mallory to advise on the
suitability of the designs, Mr.
Mallory considered these and
submitted n revised design he
felt would be more applicable
to the needs of Acton, It is his
design we see in the Town
Hall as it stands todoy.

A 1ot for the proposed new
Town 1all had 1o be secured.
A descendant of ene of the
founding familivs of Acton.
Josiah Adams, had built o
small cattage lor his wife and
two boys on lhe lot at the
corner of Willow and Bower,
This property was purchased
and the cottage was moved (o
the lot to the south of the site
of the new hall. Later this cot-
tage was to be enlarged and a
second storey added, it now

being the home of “Did”
Price.
The lot  having  been

secured, i contractor svas en-
gaged by name of MeCulla
from Brampton. Construction
ot underway in the spring of
1582 and the building was
completed in Moy of 1883, On
completion the Acton Free
Press spake for all Actonizns
when it editorialized  that
Acton had, *.. .the finesl
Town Halt possessed by any
village of Acton’s size in the
[Dominion.

Pwext week, ‘In the Begin:
ning' Part 2. The slary of
what wenl on at the Town
Hall in its Mirst fow months of
existence.)
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ACTON COUNCIL members posed for their

photograph in 1911, The date is determined by
the Perth fire insurance company calendar on
the wall. This picture shows the attractive decor-

Building permits reflect

During the first six monihs
of 1978, building permits
issped  for commercial
purposes throughout Halton
Hegion  were valued  at
$6,438,840. According to
William Marshall, Eirectar of
BBusiness Development, this
represents a 13.7 per cent in-
crease aver the comparable
period in 1977 and reflects o
growing trend of job ereation
it the service sector,

The  total  volune  of
building  permits  including
both commuercial and  in-
dustrinl  sectors  telaled

ST, 113,302 during the first six
months. The total is down
nearly L2 per cent [rom 1977,
Feports

Marshall, dae ta

FREE PRESS publisher and editor H.P. Moore, left, accepts Acton coat-

of-arms from

ir Harry Brittain. The gift from Acton, England, now

hangs in the library. The picture was taken in Mr. Moore's office in the

old building.

Oid photographs found during reconstruction of

the old
Free Press
building

GEORGETOWN SECRETARIAL SERVICE

S

WE RE EXPANDING

AS OF SEPTEMBER 5 WE WILL OPEN AT

247 ARMSTRONG AVE.

GEORGETOWN
WE ARE A SECRETARIAL SERVICE
SPECIALIZING IN:

Setting up reports and charts
Editing and compuosing letters
Student essays and theses
Short hend dictation
PHOTO COPYING

WE NOWHAVE TYPISTS & STENOGRAPHERS
AVAILABLE FOR TEMPORARY
OUTSIDE ASSIGNMENTS

AND A COMPLETE LINE OF OTHER SERVICES
TO MEET YOUR EVERY BUSINESS NEED

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CALL
MRS. TANAS

77-1485

Kilpatrick at Sheridan Collega.

SHERIDAN COLLEGE PRESENTS . . .

NOW THE SCHOOL OF ARTS
is offering to the community
the opportunity for part time
credit study in the following

studio areas.

TECHNICAL DRAWING
Thursday 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

DRAWING
Wednesday 1 p.m. - 3p.m.

ART HISTORY
Wednesday 3 p.m. -5p.m.

PAINTING OR DESIGH
Manday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.

PRINT MAKING OR PHOTOGRAPHY
' Thuesday 1:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

TEXTILES — METAL — SCULPTURE
ANIMATION — RESEARCH DRAWING

PAPER MAKING
Tuesday9a.m. -4:30 p.m.

For information on Entelment Foes and Registration coll: Jean

469-7633 Ext. 234

Clnsses will commence Septembor 17, 1978
at Brampton Campus
Stooles Avenue B McLoughhn

lower  ipvestment in  in-
dustrial buildings.

The decline in new  in-
dusirial building starts is
[oirly wniform across the

Region with the exceptlon of
Burlington where industrial
building permits issued in
1978 are holding at 1977 levels.
The Director of Business
Development indicates that
part of the first six month de-
cline may be atiributable to a
catch-up period in  which
previpusly  built  buildings
were leased or sold,

There {s growing interest in
Halton as a location for both
intustry and offices, says
Marshall. However, the total
amount of available invest-
nwent doltars is limited and
the Hegion must miaintain o
competitive posture towards
investment if il 18 to achieve
further nssessment ond job
poals,

Town to honor
achievement

Twice a vear, at the [irst
council meeting in Jonuary
and June, two residents who
hive achieved provincial,
national or  international
awards in cultural or recre-
atinnal fields will he honnred.

Prior to the meeling a
medallion of merit will be
presented. The selections wild
be  made by Recreation
Director Glen Gray and o
commitiee of coineil.
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ation of the council chamber in the old town hall.
The fancy tin work has been covered with panel-
ling. Can anyone name the councillors?

Increase in commercial
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379 QUEEN STREET EAST, ACTON

Acton: 853-1553

by Ralelgh Industrigs

Req.
Price $114: $8 e Quantities
SELLOUT PRICE '
Last,
HEGULAR SELLOUT YOu
arTy. ITEM PRICE PRICE SAVE
+ loacasono roseecos |strass | s sass [s2s00) | SPPECIAL SELLOUT
2 ITARGA MEN'S 10 SPEEDS] $129.95 | $106.00 | $23.95 ON
1 IMEN‘'S COASTER $ 9495 % 73.90 | 521.05
1 {BOY'SS5SPEED $ 99.95| $ 83.95 | £16.00 ROTOT'LLEHS
1 {LADIES’ COASTER s 79.95| ¢ 66.60 |$13.35
WHILE QUANTITIES LAST
USE OUR ‘ .
Firesrone | NN, ‘Fl"'e$tone Stores
CREDIT PLAN | \aiaanii

MOORE PARK PLAZA
GEORGETOWN

Storm sewer water
allowed in Fairy Lake

Credit Valley Conseirvation
Authority is going to allow
storm sewer water from the
Lakeview subdivislon to pour
into Fairy Lake.

Friday, CVCA executive
committee approved an
application from K. V. Ander-
son Associates, Willowdale,
lo install a storm sewer gutlet
{rom the subdivlsion to empty
into Falry Lake.

The storm sewer gutlet into
Fairy Loke will be bullt by
the firm when storm sewers
are [nstalied.

CVCA chalrman Grant
Clarkson joked the authorify
should charge “royalties™ to
the {own for dumping water
into Falry Loke since the
guthorily spent a “lot of
money" o few years ago
dredging the lake,
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BEAT THE TAX INCREASE WHILE
SELECTION IS GGOD

* QUALITY PERFORMANCE & ECONOMY!
* GOOD SELECTION OF MODELS & COLOURS

SALE ON NOW/
“AT BAZ MOTORS WE CARE"

BAZ MOTORS LTD.

199 GUELPH STREET, GEORGETOWN
B77-6288 or Toronto 676-1813

ATLANTIC
OCEAN
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COMPLETE TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS
FOR AIR, OCEAN, BUS AND RAIL

i

Toronto; 364-1034

'INVENTORY SELLOUT

Men’s 10 Speed Vagabond

877-5119




