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U.S. buying

The Parti Quebecqois, Rene
Levesque and the threat of
separatism has everyone worried
about the f[ate of the country.
French versus English, Rene
versus Pierre and stmiliar conflicts
have kept those who care with
knots in their stomachs.

However, pressing danger to
Canadian nationalism lies not to
~ the cast of us, but to the south, The
United States of America has
slowly wrapped its fingers around
the necks of the nation and is
silently squeezing. We are choking
in a mass of American ideals.

Last week’s news that Simpsons,
a Canadian institution, is in the
works of sclling out to the States
has many alarmed. Of course it
seems  only natural,  Afterall,
Sears, from the states have in-
filtrated Canadian malls. Why not’
have the Americans buy out
Simpsons—save them the trouble
of opening more Sears stores.

Also announced last week was
the fact that 12 other Canadian
companies are seeking permission
to sell to U.S. buyers. Only two
were turned down.

Why waste millions in a national
campaign for a one Canada? Why
not just let Jimmy Carter declare
Canada the §lst state?

Unemployment, inflation, loss of
identity, and a pote tial unity crisis
are Canadians’ present and future.

Back needs

Iif the old adage about you
seratch my back now and I'li
serateh yours jater held any water
[alton Hegional Council would
have had to suecumb to Pal M-
cKenzie's logic in his plea for
uniform water rates.

in putting forth an argument in
favor of uniform water rates RI-
cKenzie acknowledged the move
would be of benefit to his consti-
tuents. He conceded that the im-
pact on Acton could be substantial
if that arca had to shoulder the
cosis of improvements to the water
system on its own.

But Pat McKenzie, in one of his
more eloguent addresses, made the
point that if Acton did bepefit from
the move, it was about time.

He recalled supporting the cost of
hospital  expansions in  various
parts of the region, even though
Acton has no hospital and in fact
most of its people are treated in
(zue)ph.

He  recalled supporting con-
~ibutions to the regional road
CwEtern which Acton doesn't have a

A pause to re

Jhee gty oof Laura Wiles this
ey clunet wnoera on Acton's his-
gt ton personal and in-
Lng for the nistory books but
B0 by owithout 2 reflec-
znd  brother Harold
Wiles pus Depot and
Canty store on Ml S for over S0
vears Thney knew dll the comings
and  goings ol Actonians who
braarded buses and shared many
confidences with the passengers
and Grav Coach Lines, whose [irst
bus stopped at their store in 1927
Their store was a friendly place to
pass a few moments in catching up
with local news and happenings
and many  residents took  ad-
vantageof it.
- Both Laura and Harold made out
tickets, looked after parcels,
dispensed candy, magazines and
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us out?

With more and more companics
selling out, pouring more and more
money into the States, whal chance
is there of making the scales
balance out.

Maclean's
helping any.

For a supposedly Canadian
magazine, they showed a lack of
taste, and poor timing with the
cover of Jimmy ter, U.S, president,
his wife and cronies. *‘Canada’s
Newsmagazine' they call them-
selves. Yet why a colored front of
the American president?

One argument might be that
there was nothing important
enough for the cover going on n
Canada. If that is so—it’s a erock,
Inside the same issue was a slory,
hardly noticeable telling about the
recent Commonwealth Games and
Canada’s first place fimish. Qur
athletes earned 42 pold medals,
What recognization do they get in
their oW n country’s
‘newsmagazine'—"Aill  the fine
voung people™ as a head and o few
almost unrecognizable photos.

Even the Canadian Foothall
L.eague cheerleaders got hetter
coverage than the Commonweallh
games in this issue.

magazine 15 hot

it 1s little wonder Canadians feel
more a part of the U.S. than they do
of thetr own country.

Only in Canada you say—pify!

scratching

mile of,

He recalled agreeing that Acton
should share in the cost of day care
even though the region doesn’t
operate a cenire in Acton.

Pat McKenzie told regional
council that surely, H the principal
of sharing was right and fair when
it meant extra costs to Acton, il
musl he right and fair now when
the shoe was on the other foot.

Oakville Councillor  Mac  An-
derson provided an answer for
McRenzie's querries in a blunt
fashion.

“Il Acton has & problem that's
tough, Let them work it out.””

Thank vou Mr. Anderson and so
much for the spirit of regionalism
and sharing. - :

Is it any wonder that people in
Acton  squiawk  about  regional
government and that groups of
citizens threaten 1o withhold taxes.

As of now, all they've been
treated to is the negative side of the
ledger. But according to councillor
Anderson “that’s tough.”

member

other confectionery bl always
found time to pass the time of day
with friends and acquaintanees or
give out  informabion on  bus
schedules to enquirers. They did
this for over 50 vears.

Thut's what makes the small
tovns  of  Ontarto--friendly,
autgoing businesses and personal
service, In too many places that
spirit has been replaced with hustle
and bustle of the times.

Laura Wiles celebrated her 85th
thday this year at the Acton
Semiors’ residence and the people
of Acton and distriet had an op-
portunity to convey their congratu-
lations to her at that time.

Her passing reminds us of many
good timee and the spirit of an age
all of us could well take tesson
from.

Tourism is industry

Tourism spending of $4.3 billion
in 1976 contributed a further $3.4
billion as it worked its way through
Ontario’s economy, a new report
just received from the Ministry of
Industry and Tourism states.

'The 31 page report, titled The
Importance of Tourism Lo the
Ontario Idconomy, 1976, includes
charts and tables detailing the
contribution of tourism dollars,
contribution lo provincial income
as well as expenditures and
destinations of tourisls,

Tourist dollars bhave a con-
siderable effect- on employment,
with the original $4.3 billion
generating a total 405,400 man
years of employment in activities
directly and indirectly related to
tourism,

The report shows Ontarians as
their own best cuslomers in ferms

of numbers and expenditures,
followed, in order, by visitors from
the U.S., from other provinces and
then from other countries.

Of the 4.3 billion, three hundred
and fourteen dollars spent directly
on tourism in Ontario during 1976,

1.2 hillien was spent on food and
beverages, 736 million at service
on public
transportalion, 600 million on ac-
commodation and 760 million on
and  miscellaneous

stations, 670 milion

retail sales
services.

This spending generated a fur-
ther 3.8 billion dollars in indirectly-
related activities, such as agri-
culture, real estate and the like, for

- a total income of 8.1 billion dollars.

Tourisim is the world's lastesl-
growing business. It is already this
country's sixth-largest gencralor

of export dollars.
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I am, as Smuley stated i s cather
flattering inlroduchon, o novice motor-
eyehist,  recently  intreduced Lo thas
hberating  and  exlularaling  pastinge.
Larely, however, this freedom and exeite
ment have become lempered by all
consumuang fear, and Uam alling victim to
a psyehodogieal mabindy called Hipghway-
Biway Faranoi)

It happens fmost everytime | erank up
my two-wheeled beast and ramble down
the roadways- same idiot, i his four-
wheeled,  pas-guzeling  monstrosity at-
[wempts to verily the natural law which
stales that, if struck by an auto, beunee 12
Lines on bis eranium before skidding to o
hall un pravelgouged hands and knees,

It has reached Hue poist where Dguestion
how st of these prlols of destruclion
re-ceived ther heences in the fiest place
Sopne, ehyviousty, were given the right la
run aver anyihug that twitches, in the
davs when & driver’s reguiremaents con-
sisted only of bejng able te see the end of
this onse, sand baving the alnhey to spat andd
walk simultaneous)y

Dthers must have received their permits
froon nal-ovder universities or boxes ol
Crockerfiicks A third group s those
by connections bigh up in the Minestey
of Transporl. The rest, 1 suppose, were
pranted heenees out of sheer desperation
by harrassed examiners who were afraid
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of [urther risksng their
people in future lesis.

Hy now vou're Tecling T have gn over-
blown ego. ““This Hrkey,” vou seream, |
“thinks he is the warld’s best driver,' 1

am A least, F have ta feel that 1 am.
nrder te survive The army ol motorized

assassms swho lurk in the asphalt jungle
surraunding my home,

This army has & tyvpes of killers, each
traeged in his own special method of an-
nthilation.

There are the snales, those deceleratel
demons who poke along . waiting for same
unsuspecting victime to hurthe ainle them
framy behind and get o0 mouthiul of il
light.

AL e appesite end ol the spectrum are
e quicksilvers, who feel that dogs, Kids
and ittle old ladies are lundering them in
helr allempts al setting a oew Lind s el
ricord

The giawkers usually  inhabil country
roads  These are rabberncekers, who,
slackjawed at nature’s beauty or intoxi-
cited by the aroma of fresh cow dung,
illow their velineles to meander drimkends
across venlre lmes, onto the shoulder,
whcrever.

There are  aiso the creepers, those
tuniopatts souls who halt at stop signs, thep
nose forward inte tralfic, and their black:
sheep cousins the inorants, wha feel thal
God put them on varth o be ngpressive.
Why shonld they vichd the right of wiy”?
[ the alher slob stap

We have the opposites, @ bunch whe
signal o lefl tien, then swingg right, vat -
ching unwary Touls who fullow the rules by
surprise. Oceasiontlly they will eross up
patential victims by nol sigoadling at all,
then abruptly changing direetion,

Neve-r heard of it!
Is it near China?" |

the just  plair
malicious, those loonivs whe delight in
scarmg the hell out of vthers by approach-
gt al Warp Factor Five from behind, then
tlgating for Nive miles. They pleefully
speed up when semeone allempts te pass
them, leaving the passer steanded and Tair
e Jor ancoming cars. They slobber
with Joy when they can run o cvelisl inlo
the diteh or squash semwane's fanily pet.
They are the most formidable and danpger-
ots road apponents because, mstead of
being incompelent, they are irrationgl.

Whiit frightens me muore is that, instead
nt deelining, this horde of motarized
ey 15 problifecating. In view of this, |
hive seme selutions for self-defense.

[ ecould mount o recoilless 30 mm tank
vimnon on my handlebars, Whenever the
necd arose, T could blast the offender to
Kingdom Come, and sail ebliviously on-

“ward,

| could buy a war surplus tank and clank
fearlessly  along, crunching  snails  and
opposiles undertresd, sectre in the Know-
ledge that whoever ran intn me would
sufler more than L

The government eould come to my aid
dmdl institute a new licensing system wilh
only two categories- Good and HBring in
the Ambulanees, Those drivers in the
latter category would be required 1o have
ashing peon signs on their car roofs o
warn pood drivers of Lheir presence,
piving us hane 1o seck sinctuary.

It s unlikely, however, that these soly-
tions will prove aceeplable to the powers
it be, so 1 continue my present tactics of
selldefense- - riding along wilh fears in imv
mouth and a wadl of profanity around me
so thick that o jet-powered Mack truck
couldn’t pencirate,
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Discusses
constitution

rear Friends:
This sunsuer recess s a pleasant time lo

reflecl upon whal is in store for all of us in’

the short and the Jong term.

The developments of the last few months
i Ottaswa lead me to belleve that we are on
the rigil trock in trying to build our future
on an even more solid base, There is o full
schidule of activilies planned to restruce-
ture the very heart of our country, the con-
stitution. Furthermore o whole array of
mensures announced by the Prime Mimnister
on television recently shodd go o long way
toward bringing renewed conlidence in our
economy . This is the tyvpe ol stimulus which
should deliver inprecedented growth in the
ot term throwgh on intensive cfford to-
waed o fendld recovery from the pressures of
the past,

We will limit this eorrespondence to con-
slitutional chonge and fake up our discus-
sicion the cconomy in our next lelter. Most
of you will have received, by now, a copy of
the govermment’s White Paper entitled *'A
Time For Activn™ or its highlights which
wis sent to all persons onour mailing Jist. 11
yvou have not received one simply contoct
my offico.

It is imperative, | feel, that we maove
ahend ond chapge the parls of our system
which du not confurm to present day real-
[y, In thls sense the Prime Minister has
teied to reconcile regional disparitles and &
complete Charter of Rights to become jnte-
gral parts of our copstitution. The provision
mude for the provinces 1o opl inlo this
Charter recognizes the facl that for same of
the provincial governments of may not yet
be acceptnble, Hence i leaves the door

{Continued on Paga 5)

The Free Press

Back Issues
10 years ago

Takenlrem the Issue of the Free Press
of Augusl 21, 1968

Plans for o shopping plaza and a 300 home
subdivision on the Mel McCuallough farm
were revedled to the Free Press this week
by realtor Alee Johnson. Mr. Johnson said
the 104 acre farm, situated along the
eastern ¢nd of town on No. 7 Highway has
been sold to Heritage Homes Ltd,, which js
part of the Hubin Corporation. The firm,
one of the country’s largest builders, has
plans for a large shopping plaza complex to
run parallel to No. 7 Highway and will build
homes en the remainder of the property.

Following the snnual meetings of the
sharcholders and directors of Beardmore
und Co., Ltd. on-August 14, G.M. Dickson,
choirman «f the board announced the
¢lection of N.J. Braida as president and his
nppaintment as general manager.,

Bus scrvice through Acton will halt
Friday if the transit strike takes place.
Gray Coach Lines is o TTC subsidiary and
will cense all operations in the vvent of a
sirike of the Toronto (ronsit workers.

20 years ago

Taken from the fssue of the Free Press
uf August 2K, 19535

Arccarnmendition submilied in the form
of a muotion lo engage Aldo Braida,
solicitor, to draw up a new store closing by
law was mel on Monday, August 25 in the
council chambers.

Three Guelph distriet youths have been
charged following an alleged escapade that
wiped out years of work and caused
ineslimable damage when they entered the
Mack bird sanctudry in Puslineh township.

Acton Fire Departmenl reversed their
methods on Monday evening of this week
when Lhey purposely st a eondemped
bullding on fire 1in Acton Park.

A pubdic hearing following an application
by the Town of Acton te the Ontario
Municipal Bosrd for construction of sterin
sewers and paving  certain streets, in-
cluding compacting of trenches and sod-
ding to the suntount of $119,000 has heen set
for Fridayv, September 12

50 years ago

Taken frum the issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, August 23, 1928

Rev. H. D .Cameron, M. A.of Oakville was
the preacher at Knox Church last Sunday.
Impressive  discourses  were  delivered
morning and evening. In introduction, Rev.
Mr. Cameron expressed the pleasure jt
afforded him to be in his native town again.
He spoke of his work of his sainted father as
minister of the church here 64 years ago
and of the fact of the remaoval of the family
when he was three years of age. Keg. Mr.
Cameren will akways be accorded a hearty
weleome in Acton.

Al e beautiful grounds and surroun-
dings of Beverly House, the home of Mr.
and Mrs. 6. T. Beardmore, the onnual
garden party of St. Alban's church last
nighl was @ successful,

The United Church, Acton was the scene
of a pretty wedding on Saturday, August 18
when Olive May, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Juhn Mowatt, was united in marriage to
Lawrenee Henry, son of Mrs. Baxter and
the tute Mr. W. E. Baxter of Hamilton.

Alr. and Mrs. Earle Brown of Kitchener
spenl the weckend with their parents Mr.
and Mrs. G, H. Brown. Bower Ave.

100 years ago

Taken [rom the Issue of the Free Press
of Thursday, August 22, 1474

The school bell aguin rings gladness to
the hearls of parents,

A preit nminmher of children who could not
altend school in the neyghbourhood, when it
wus apened Monday, were reported sick.

A reply has been received to the petition
signed by ratepayers asking for four mails
a dav instead of two. We will now have one
additional mail per day. The reason is that
a letter could be sent west in the morning
and a reply received ot night, if desired,
thus giving all the facilities needed in that
direclion. The miatil accommodauon ¢ast
wis nol nearly enough 1o satisfy the
demands of vur increasing population and
husiness. A preat deal of inconvenience was
experienced on account of the meagre ser-
vice. Three days usually clapsed belween
sending a letter do Toranto and receiving a
reply. Wow with our additional service we
will e able to receive o reply {o the letter
the sime day, or at least the next morning.
Two hours will olapse in Toronte befween
receiving the mail and the dispatching of it
for this ploce, which will give ample time to
mail n reply.

During a great storm  of  lightning,
thunder and rain, at Ballinafad, the deputy-
reeve Wi, MeEnery, was leading one of his
horses away frem the field when i1 was
struck and kilted by lighlning.
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