Union president’s firing stirs
controversy at Countryside

Countryside, the group
home for mentally retarded
adults at Hornby, became &
storm centre for the thicd
time in four meonths this
week, when Nellie Pit of
Acton, president af the seven-
member counsellors’ unian,
was [ired,

Mrs. Pilt, who is claiming
wrongful dismissal and has
prolested to the Canadian
Labor Congress, has been a
caunsellor at  the Hornby
home for the past two years.
«he was named president of
the union whien it was formed
in April of this year,

A complaint may alsa be
lodged with the Canadian
Labor Relations Board over,
the firing.

But Edith Hillman of
Acton, president of the North
Hulton Association for the
Meatally Retarded which
ndministers Counlryside in
conjunction with (he provin-
cial govermment, told this
newspaper Mrs. Pilt's firing
was legitimate and [egally
done. Mrs. Pitt woas given
three warnings, in wriling —
one, by former director of the
home Robert Bilodesu and
two by acting director Jennie
Kuiken who rveplaced Bilo-
deau in May,

Mrs. Pitt wos officially
suspended on Aug. 4 by the
acting director, and the
NHAMR Board ol Dircetors
met Tuesday evening of lnst
week and confirmed Mrs.
Kutken's decislon to fire Mrs,
Pitt, said Mrs. Hilfman.

It was Mrs. Hilfman who
told Mrs. Pitt on Wednesday
moroing, Aug. 16, that she
was fired, on the recom-
mendation of Mrs., Kuiken,
and with the approval of the
Beard. Mrs. Hilfman said
“interference with manage-
ment” was the renson given.

ars. Piti is 49, Shehad been
one of the negotiators repre-
senting the seven residence
counsellors who were negot-
iating with the Board for the
counsellors' first contract.

The Countryside umion is
believed to be one of the
smallest independent uninns
in Canada,

Mres. lilfman said it ap-
pears that since the firing
Wednesday, Mrs, Pitt has
Been waging & campaign for
re-instatement, via the news
moedia. She said she had
recetved several eolls from
NeWspapers and  redio
stations whn were contacted
by Mrs. Filt.

The Board chairiman said

GO buses s

if TTC goes

;f Toronto Transit Com-
mission (TTC) workers go out
on strike GO bus service to
andll-'rum Lalton Hills, in-
cluding  speeial GO bus
scrvice 1o the Canadian
Mational Exhibition, wili be
shut down. '

GO spokesman Tom Henry,
who would not comment on
the possibility of a strike, said

Van blows
rear tire

Halton Hepgional Police
estimate the total property
damage figure from Inst
Thursday's single  wvehicle
mmishap at 15 Sideroad {o he
$830,

According to police, the van
driven by Rocky MeCarron of
RR4 Acton blew off its left
rear tire, then struck a tele-
phone pole.

Police put the damage to
the auto al about $500, while
the balance of the damape
figure comes from replacing
the pole.

CN blames
two for crash

A CNR dispateher and work
crew foreman coniributed 1o
the cause of & 22-¢ar freight
train decailment which sent
[ive men to hospital and
coused $380,000 damage in
mid-July.

The revelation was tnade
last week hy CWR public rela-
tion officer Mike Matthows.
He also said both men have
been demoted, the work crew
were at o site on the Milton
bypass when a northbound
train came along.

A report of the accident has
been sent to the Canidian
Transport Commission.

School returns

Local children return to
school September 6. Mothers
witl spon be able to hreathe a
sigh of relief,

this week if TTC gocs out, GO
will have no choice but see
GO bus service shut down
since GO buses in this area
are operated by Gray Coach
Bus Lines, a subsidiary of the
TTC., GO purchases  bus
service from Gray Coach. A
TTC strike wouldn 't effect (GO
rail service except add to the
number of people riding the
trams.

tver the weekend “11C
drivers,  machinists  and
mialmbenance workers, voled
lo rejeel the ‘1'TC's  [atest
contracl offer and a sirike
vorte wis being taken Monday
and Tuesday.

TFC could he shut down by
it strike as carly as loday
tWednesday)  but union
spokesmen have said it is
unbikely a watkout would take
place Lhit soan.

Union spokesman Charles
Johnsan said this week the
O members ol the
Amalgamated Transil Union
reatize a strike would cripple
setro  Foronla, especially
now  with the CNE in
progress. The fact the CNE is
on will be taken into consider-
ation, Johnsen satd,

The last time there was a
TTC steike was in 1974 and it
accured during the CNE, It
resulted in greatly inereased
numbers of people riding
Creorgetown GO traing 1o
avord snarled Toronto traffic.

sinee there was nn GO hus
service in Halaon Hills in 1974
the  strike bad no  effect

there is *“absolutely no
connection'' between the May
resignation of Countryside
director Bob Bilodeau and

Mrs. Pitt's firing. "They are,

Iwo wvery different things,”
she ndded. _
Bilodenu, Director at the
group home for two and o half
years, has since been charged
with ¥4 counts of froud, by
Halton Regional Police. He

As due for his first appear-

ance in Provineial Court In
Milton on Monday morning of
next week, :
Charges were Inid Aug. 3 by
Halton . Regional  Police
following a lengthy i(nvesti-

gation. Bilodeau is charged:

with misappropriation of over
59000 from the residents’
muonthly  spending money
allowances,

Mrs. Hiliman said the
Board and union are in the
middle of what she termed
“favorable™ negatintiony
over the contract right now,
The Board has never fought
the introduction of a union at
Countryside, she assured this
newspaper — “we didn't fight
it at all, we feel unions con
work both ways."

The negotintors are
meeting ngain tanight
(Wednesday). The union is

expected  to name a
replacement on  the negot-
ating team for Mrs. Piit.

The first controversy at
Countryside this vear in-
volved the dismissal of Alice
Maybanks of Georgetown, a
residence counselior who was
let go just after her 13.week
probationary period ended.
Mrs. Maybanks publically
complained that she was dis-
missed because she refused
te Join the unien, and because
of a persenality clash with
Mrs. Pitt. The Bouard denied
this, however, claiming Mrs.
Moybanks was let go at the
end of her probatipnary
period because she did not it

in with the residents and
staff.

Countryside houses 16 men-
blly retarded adults from the
North Halton area. It s
supported by the Ministry of
Communily  and Sacinl
Services and by the NHAMER
thraugh its annual Flowers of
Hope and other fund-raising
appeals in the North Halton
area. It is affittated withh ARC
workshop at Hornby, where
severn] Countryside residents
wark,

ut down
on Sstrike

although it did shul  down
Gray Ceach service in the
aTedl,

The COCNE  was  again
threatened by a transil strike
in 1976 but @ was averted
when & seftlement  was
resiched.

Juhnson says the workers
don’t want a strike and has
sugpested  bath sides  will
return (o bargaining even if
the workers vole (o sirike.

If Gt} buses shut down
because Gray Coach workers
are on strike  with TTC
warkers, there isn't much GO
can do Henry sad.

He  said  additionpl  rail
service was most Cunlikely™
bul  extra passenger cars
couwld be added to the four GO
trains from Georgelown to
Union Station in Torento in
the morning, and the four
trains  from  Toronto  to
Georpetown in the late after-
naon.

Henrey said GO rail is much
betlter cquipped lo handle a
TTC strike this year than in
1974 since it now has some
extraroil ears which could be
added to Georpetown trains,

The only way Halion Hills
residents could take transit to
the ONE if there is a strike
would be to take a George-
town G train to Union m the
morning and then take o teain
from Union Lo the CNE.
Ceorgetown PASSCNECTS
wauldd, of course, have L
leave the UNE carly to take
Ihe train hack to Georgetown,
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Here’sall youneed to
know to send little feet

backtoschool;

Andour

shoes.

Savape cluldren’s
shoes are one thing
hoth kids and parenls
can agree on. Kuds
like the way they look
andfeel Parenlslike

1 he way lhey're specially designed ta promote the develop

Another method of getting
lo the CNE withoul tackling
traffic, which will be horren-
cdous if there is a TV sirike,
wottld be ta drive from Halton
Hills to Ooakville, Clarkson,
Part Credit, Long Branch or
Mimico GO stations and take
thetrain into the CNIS Tratins
are runmng along the Lake:
shore throughoul the day and
evening. There are trains
after the Grandstand show,

Corremtly Go o buses  are
running  throughout  the
mornng from Halton Hills_ to
the Part Credit GO train
stalion  where  passengers
transfer to trains for Lhe CNIEE
antd buses leave the train
stitian throughout the
evening.
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AN ACTON COUPLE were the proud winners of a 1950's style jukebox
Saturday evening, when the Milton Optimist Club held their graffiti dance
and draw. Mr. and Mrs. J, G. Landerkin of 196 Churchilt Rd. purchased

their one winning ticket earlier Satur
Rod Show and Flea Market at Mi

Bill Manuel of the Milton Optimists.

Halton polio
checks negative

A number of lallen resj-
dents have been checkedld for

~polio in the past week hul

thero s no sign of he disease
in the region, Halton Medieal
Olficer of Health De. Joseph
Chamberlain said this week,

He would nat specifly how
many Hallan residents have
been checked or siay what
part of lhe region they come
from.

May defer

The carpenler’s strike that
lizis held up the construction
al - Halton  Hegonal  Head-
rurariers has yel Lo be settled
angl The strike continues Y}
have  implications  on the
Fegicon s plans o vacite the
rented  uarters they now
pceupy an Burlington,

The sehedule Bl called for
vopstruction 1o he substan-
by completed by the vad of
Seplember to allow the move
by 1ake place.

But lepes of that happening
become dimmer with every
passing day. Begional Chair-
man e Morrow  said he
would  bring a0 recom-

[r. Chamberlain gaid there
are "o number of people wha
came o our attention,” ad-
ding those checked have been
e contact wilh people from
txlford County  where the
thisease has broken out.

He soid initial lab ceports
are negative amd final reports
are pending on all people
vhecked for pelio except for

moving

nundation o couneil ot the
Hest  mecting  concerning
what 1o do about the moving
seticdule,

Teachers back

Teachers  witl  soon be
returning  to locnl  schools
planning elasses for the next
VeOr,
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5150.000 s alot of money b noy
it todday or saved at the

Bank of Montreal where i can
double* 1o S300.000

TEN 5000 WINNERS!
You could be one of ten liicky
customers who vall van $5.000
cash. Take the money now

or leave it to doulyle

to...$10.000!
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One hundred lucky customers
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day at the gate of the Milton club's
Iton fair grounds. Presenting the prize is

one which came back nega-
live.

Ir. Chamberlain - om-
phasized thiat so far there has
been “no indication™ aof polio
in Halton.

He said most of the people
whio have been checked had
heen immunized.

Br. Chamberlain smd polio
innaculation shots will con-
Linue 1o he given to persons
under 18 and to adulls who
are either travelling o the
Netherlmds or returned from
there recemtly. The disease
broke out earlier this summer
in the Netherlands
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Water rafes up
again— uniform
rates defeated

Halton restdents will face
increased  waler rates  this
year and each community will
continue to charge for its own
s¥slem.

Haltlun Hegional Council
rejected one of several at-
templs to have uniform water
rates adopted during o
meehing Wednesday., 1T (hat
move had been successiul {he
cost  of operating  water
svstems in the five urban
SeFVICe areas woulil hive been
shared.,

The uniform rates had been
promoted by staff and . hy
regional  chairman  Rig
sorrow  and  supported by
Halten Lills counciflors. With
the exveption of a few, all of
those  suppoerting  the move
were [redm Halton Hills.

AMilton  Councillors’  voted
against uniform rates hecause
they Teared losing complete
control of the approvat
process, They were afraid that
il would become very difficult
to have anything done in an
area like Alilton where there
are  only  three  council
representatives.

Several Oakville eouncillurs
acknowledgred that the policy

under discussion was the
essence of regional govern-
ment. Bath Qakville Coun-
cillors Mac Anderson and Carl
Eriksensaid they had runena
platierm that opposed
rogional government and saw
their role as “'keeping the
monsterin check.™

The majority of Burlington
councillors voted agalnst the
move because they felt the
resolution  should have in-
cluded uniform sewage rates
ns well as water rates,

The Burlington cpucus saw
the move as a request for the
olher urban areas to assist
Acltom with the water system
there, but they claimed there
was no deflinite indication that
sewage plants  would be
treated in the same way.

Hased on o consumption
rate of 6,HK} gallons a month,
Burlington rates will rise from
$1°540 to $5.52 and Qakville's
from $1.59 to $%$5.5i. Millan
vales jump from $3.56 to $5.77
while Georgetown's go from
5146 1o $6.6]1 and waclon rales
will move dramatically from
$6.62 1o $12.04. The suggested
unifarm rate would have been
£5.74 for residential units.

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 23

6:00 Magazine - The Library

B:45 approx.

- Home Insulation

7:15 approx. — The Bible's View

FOR INFORMATION CALL 877-0181

"HALTON HILLS
FURNITURE AND
APPLIANCES
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THIS IS OUR DELIVERY VAN
OUR DRIVER AND HELPER WILL
DELIVER AND INSTALL YOUR NEWLY

PURCHASED APPLIANCES AND
FURNITURE RIGHT ON THE SPOT!
YOU (THE CUSTOMER) DO NOT
NEED A SERVICE MAN TO DO ANY
HOOK UPS!
WE WILL ALSO REMOVE YOUR
OLD APPLIANCE.
WHEN OUR TRUCK LEAVES YOUR

HOME YOUR APPLIANCE CAN BE
USED IMMEDIATELY!

Come And Visit Own Hearly
7.000 Sg. F. Hin Conditioned
Stouncoms Where We Have

Owr Phices By U To 508 |

NOTE: PROVINCIAL SALES TAX GOES UP TO 7%
ON OCTOBER 8, 1978 -

ment of heailhy fect. And thal they're Sanaged for l3sling
hygenic freshness :

Our store does carefyl, individual itlings, 100. So
come onain and let us help direct the hitlle feet in your lamily

back lo school
sa‘ége
Westart kids off on the right fit,

Cwetman'e

will win 51,000 in casht A nice S, et i
savings starter that can arow to SR B G
clouble* the money You know etk ¢ FAenleeal e b
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