4 The Acton Free Press, Wednesday, Aug. 16, 1978

ol — ST R

R LR TR B

~ SFree Press

L R
.

ik

P

Lditorial Page™

Will you represent us?

It's time that some of you people represent our whole town both at
out there consider running for region council and at Halton Hills

office, It won't. be

e, long until council.
municipal election time. Two area demanding.

It's naturally very

Someone without

seats and one combined regional experience would obvicusly have
and area seat will be up for votes. problems.

Who will represent Acton for the

next two years”?

None of our three

present thinking

time - for some Sserious
about the subject;

It's

councillors will run for the regional perhaps time for some persuasion.

seat, or so they say at this point,

With three councillors now

_ This, of course, is a terrifically rather than our former nine, the
important one. The person will choiceis critical.

Personal health program

When polio was

when we were last immunized?
Obviously many were nol sure,

Dorothy Craig, the director of
nursing for the Halton Health Unit,
recommends each family keep its

own health records.

When children receive shots at
school, a note goes home so the

parent 1s aware.

Yet the health unit was flooded
with calls from people who did not

xnow when their children were last
immunized,

Now, with so many people

reported in
Ontario. how many of us knew

requesting immunization ail at
once, there is naturaily not enough
vaccine to go round. -

The problem points the finger at
the members of the general public
who must look after their own
prevention program. Once we are
adults, no one is going to phone and

remind us it's time for im-
munization.

All too many of us have let these
things lapse. and the present marm
will bring many of us up-to-date on
our personal family health
Programs.

Babies then and now

We happen to belong lo the gen-
cration when people got married
and then had babies which makes it
hard to understand the present
trend. It seems that waiting for
marriage is passe, but with all
these birth control methods and
abortions why are there so many
teen-age pregnancies?

Every vear there has been an
increase in e nrumiver of teen-age
mothers. In 197¢ ab .at 13,000 Can-
adian teen-agers had babies. Six
thousand of them became mothers
between 12 and 16 vears of age. Of
those 80 per cent decided to keep
their child, Of the 60,000 abortions
in 1977 approximately one third of
the women were under 20 vears of
age.
~We're doing all sorts of things to
help the younger mother, homes
(or her to stay while waiting for her
baby, clothes for the baby, gifts for
hersell, welfare so she can support
herself and baby, plans for Day
Nurseries so she can go back to
school. Perhaps we should be think-
ing more of the effect of this bring-
ing up on the bhaby. Few young
teen-agers are ready to assume
such responsibilities.

Now the Vancouver school board

plans to establish a nursery in one
of the city’s high schools to help
teen-age mothers stay in school!
The Metropolitan  Board of
Health, the school board, and the
prov incial mintstry of human
resources are working together to

-arrange to finance the project. *'We

definitely feel that these girls
should have the opportunity to
finish their Grade 127 said
Dr.Mirhady, chairman of the
Metropolitan Board of Health and a
member of the School Board,

We wonder how these girls can
find the mental discipline to finish
school when they hadn’t the moral
discipline to keep from getting
pregnant. Our laws change as the
Police Foree can not enforce them.
While we are too old now to change
our wleas and ideals about pre-
marital sex, it seems as a nation we
have abandoned all moral
restricttons, therefore should we
adopt a policy of giving supplies of
the pill to each school student along
with their text books and note-
books? But there is an option for
those 14-year olds, other than birth
control or abortions. They could try

behaving themselves,

The Ridgetown Dominton

Operate as region

It is easy to understand the
frustration experienced by Halton
chairman Rie Morrow over the
reluctance of regional council com-
mittees to endorse uniform water
rates.

Morrow feels it is a moral
obligation on Halton to adopt
uniform water rates across the
region but only Halton Hills couneil
1$ in favor of their adoption. He
criticized councillors for showing
“petly parochial preferences”
instead of considering the good of
the entire region.

Typical of the objections to

uniform rates for water was that

expressed by DMilton  regional
councillor Jim Kerr who said-they

would mean more loss of control of

their own destiny. If it goes
regional we get only three votes out
of 24, he notes, a philosophy which
won't help Milton.

Acton would benefit from the
change.,

Morrow replied that if Halton is
ever to he a regional government
and provide services then it is
unfair to treat one area differently
than another.

He's right, of course, but we
doubt all his entreaties will sway
the vote the other way unless the
rates favored the big vote in the

south,

The incident points out the
tarlure of regional government to
change the philosophy of municipal
representatives who fear they may
he helping to pay someone else’s
way without getting anything in
return. -

Morrow has a right 8 be angry:
He sces the situation from an
eagle’s eye view and can visualize
the $2 million in grants the
province provides slipping away
because of petty regional dif-
ferences,

However, the display of pettiness
also points out that councillors in
the south may pay lip service to the
philosophy of regional government
hut are just as loath to put it into
practice as councillors from the
narth, when it suits them.

It is ohvious Halton wants only
partial regional government and
councillors will keep on being
“parochial, especially in an election
year,
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Of this and that

The Chamber of Commerce
bulletin board outside the town
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Downtown' streets are par-
ticularly neat and clean, thanks to
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SIXTY-EIGHT Canada
one “dumb duck’’ lande

A few years aga, I opicked up a paper-
bitck novel entitled, I think, The Lasl of he
Crazy Peaple, written by one Tinolhy
Findley., As uswal, 1 turned to the back
cover 1o find out somoething aboul the
author, There was nothing, and 1 3
voracious reader and o leacher ol dilere
alure, had never beard of bim

1 began reading the noveld, abd soon
thoughl, “Oh bov, this s an excellent
writer. Who the heek is he” ™ And that was
the el of my curiosily. '

This yvear, 1 read in the paper it ome
Timothy Findley haed won the Governor
Ceeneral's Award Tor o novel called The
Wars, That suggested he must be o anae
than writer. Never head of him, bt
remembered the name and the ather novel
I'd thought s pead

Since, Uve read The Wars, 1t as powerful
sensitive, heautifully structured. Probabiy
e best novel that has won the G0y A
Some of the other winners were sleaze

Recently, Findley wrate g newspaper
article in which he pointed out e ap
palling lack of ability among Canadian
critics. I don’t blone hiny. He was cight on
Wilh o few exeeptions, [ lind our erines to
be narrow-minded, nit-picking people who
approach anything new  with  pre-con-
ceived prejudices only exceeded by thewr
tesire o reveal how clever and willy them
themselves are.

Hut the poiet that interested mae most in
his article was 18 conchuling one. He
stated, wnequivacally, that we are in the
mudst of Canada’s golden age-ol writing,
and supgested #owas o pity that no one
would say this until 50 or 100 vears from
N,
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mast he's ever seen at one time,
Where are they poing? Where are

Naloapiite golden There's sope dross
atngid the glnter. Hutabsalotely gpride
e, abh the oeenstoanal dlmtoisl |HppIng
gk, and o ot of sebver threads ameng the
pold 1 enougly”

Wohat s v pobaden e BLowritime o
Hnie when o rich vem ol tadent s dis-
covered . and  toaed,  and terned  into
vrse|s srnidd sharpres andd paeves that wall
dehphit ad endyenee hie for many vears

et baniel bived onves el e Btk contars
when Marlowe sid Ben Jobisan and 3l
Sinthesprare served as loend, brilliant
ol ses foo the vagaries, fnbles, o
magnitieenee ol the unan species

oo band opne an the 1th contaes | woath
Tul=tor, Chekbow, Prostores sky el i odozen
i s

Aeriea b ats polden sews e this
cenfurs, wth Walla Uather, Steinbeck,
Pireiser Hesmnggway, Sandbuerg, Frost amd
a bt o sigaller Bshoerssmg adong
thenr s ke

A polden ape i writimge s not sornething
pHanned T eanmnl even be loreseen §Lean
oily be bachseen 1S O seennmgtly spon-
tincons ot b esn o hterars ireworks, for
which there seomis ne proyocition

O R Endol theses But, as 1 se seldmm dao
andthimg uselul e s eolumn exeepl
sufe ol onr palional
psyche  erazy waines, totten kids, bewil-
deredl puhcrins  perhaps today 1 can
reneder o service

A ltte digression 1 teach o Grade 13
votlse in cettetmporary iterature Fiest
term, all Canadian, secomd 1erm, all
Arerean: third terme all British, A1 the
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“l, for one, would not be disappointed
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they from” Do
something we don't?

i of this vear, [ hisd the kids swrite an
dssessment ol e course, o pames, 1o
vk deddl About 0 per cent of therm sail
the Canadinn section was the hest, that
thev'd become acqguatnled for the lirst
tire wilh great Canmban wriling, and that
b shauked be extended tor the tul} vesr, This
was alter mweehmg perbaps 20 Candadinn
Wriers, wm prin

What docs that tell vou™ Fiest, our own
vhildren dan’t Know onr own o wrilers,
Sevond,  thear parents don'l lave any
il books i the honse, Thaed, Chnae
diin pubbishers are Jonsy promoters,

Fornd of dipression, 3t's
tune tar reading
seivice bl

IS owm can Bake Your eves tor o mament
ot the golden shoulders ol sl those golden
irls, elieck ths hisl, when nest vour deeide
to piek up oo paperhack novel 11 1the store
toesn’t have o, denusd why, hotly,

I vou hike Westerns, read anything by
Jack Todpimes, 5l St ferre, W 00 Mit-
chell, Hobert Kroetsch, Huds Wiebe, Miar-
rarel Laurence. Every one is a genvine
artist, and ve missed others

FO svantr taste s with the effete Fasl «Onl
and Que v opread anyvthing by Morley
Callaghan,  Toegh  Muclennan,  Alice
Munree, Margaret Atwomd,  And three
Hosen others, ncluding Maran Eopel
s Hear:,

Aot boomention, all troms Quehee, Mor-
dechar Kehler, Mare-Cliire Blos, amd
Hoch Carvier. and Toriv-four others, like
Yyes Therriall

Wav down cast, Froest Buckler, Alden
Sow lon, Hay Gy and 14 miore,

SUnrnertime,

The ook wall cost vou o little more than
poarne 175 novel withr the cover of a il
beig raped  and whipped  when she's
stufling pulls down her lovely  theont
That's becatse o publishers have .
sinall kel beeause people ke vou
tlon’t buy therr books, and have to eharge
e

Hut voull he doing our wrilers, our
country, and, smore imporiantly, voursell,
i servaee thal will make the Canaddiian
Croliders Agtesof Wriling a Gael, ot o foolnnte
i the bnlure
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OUR READERS WRITE:

they know

Tune for my publiv

IMPORTANT LAWS
Ay precious little set of wheels,
Has become my daily curse,
Cer Lthing for sure, as 1 grow poor,
Each day is getling worse.

As T travel down the asphalt paths
and round the conerete turns,

With bumps and squeals, my precious

wheels,
Are the enuse of seatbelt burns.

[ have a big red bister,
Avound the shoulder part,

With my stomach squeczed, my seatbell

eased,
I can bear my thumping leart.

Athough this pace Is killing me,
As each day I gasp for breath,

In my funeral hearse, what could be worse,

Than he Larbecued to death

As T trovel 1o my “salt-mine"’
To carn my daily bread,

Will they always press, for more progress,

Unti] the day 'm dend.

Though my neck bone's dislocoted,
['m tethered to my sent,

With my ruptured tuly, from the seathelt

rub,
It's petting hard to cat.

Now with the seatbelt tightly fastened
and my {oxes pald for pas,

I'm prepared to try, or even die,

To keep the luwns they pass.

'FHe Free Press

Back Issues
10 years ago

Tuken from the issue of the Free Press
of August 14, 1968

Councillor  Bob  Lawson, indignation
showing, Iried unsuccessfully t resign as
Lsquesing represenlative . on the
Georgelown Fire Arca last week following
charges by fellow councillor Pat Patierson
about theegandition of the township fire
fruck.

‘The mails finally got through—the strike
ended-- and Acton postal clerks were hack
on 1he job last Thursday at midnight o fow,
hours after the vote to end the strike was
known. By Tuesday, desptte mai) valume
double the normal rate, Acten postal
workers were righl up to dale” said
pestimaster Gord McKeown,

Constable Roy Wod has commenced
his duties with the Aclon 0P, this week.
He has come hiere from Downsview.

Rain, o weather hazard which has
threalened and spailed plavground finales
for years did another job on a decorative
aud chergetic playground effort again this
year.

20 years ago

Tuken from the Issue of the Free Press
of Auprust 1, K

Approval was granted for Lhe purchase nf
the Willow 51, substation from the HEPC ot
a eost of $17160 when the Public Utilities
{'ommission held their regular meeting on
Thursday, August 7,

Dienis Gidalons, high school student, son of
Mr. and Mres, Nei) Gibbons, 71 Main 5185,
received word this week he had won the
Hocky Nelson Home Hun Conlest. “The
contest was spansored by a Toronto daily
newspaper. ntrants were asked lo pfuess
e day, inning and tigne thal Rocky Nelson,
Teronto Aaple Leaf ball ptayer would hit
his dath hoeme ran of The season. Denis won
the contest with his guess “dugust i,
cighth inning & 2055 and was correcl with
the excepbon of the lime, which was 3.56.

The strike which hit Ontario Browes’
Warehouse retail stores this week took its
loll ot the tocal store at 430 p.m. on
Tuesday aflernoon when e stock ran ot

Recent visdors ot the home of Rev, and
Mrs, L. Poule swwere Me. and Mrs. George
2. Poole and Miss Nancy Poole of Toranto,

50 years ago

Takew From an dssue of The
Acton Free Press of Augast 16, PR

Al the secvices at Knox choreh noexl
sunday, Rev, 11 12 Cameron, M.A. of Oak-
ville, will be the minister. Mr. Cameron is
thie son of the Lite Hev, Lachlan Cameran,
who was for several vears the minister of
the Acton congregatinn. The copgregation
will indeed be pleased to hear this son of 2
former heloved pastor,

The Ladics™ Aid of Knox chuarely Lield
mast enjovable pienic al Blue Springs Park
on Wednesday alternoon, The weathor was
very favorable, and a very enjovable time
was spent in plaving foothall and running
races. The Tellowiag are the winners of the
races,  Hoby  MePherson,  Withelminn
Kanomiwin, Lawra Hall, Miss Jean *aul,
Archie McPherson,  Donold  Ryder,
Hoderick Ryder, Mrs. B, Davidson, Mrs.
Gerviis, Wilmer Davidsen, Olive Cooper,
Mrs. B Gamble, William Hall, Miss R,
Walker and Mrs. A J. Murray, :

After the races o bountiful lunch was
served by the ladies.

The annual Garden party of St Alban’s
chureh will again this vear be held at the
heawtiful grounds at Beverly Hooge, AMr,
and Mrs,  Beardmore bave pgravjousiv
pranted use of the grounds and re
arcsnging the pragramme for this event,
which will be held next Wednesday, Aupust
22 afternvon and evening., Hefreshmoent
booths and a variety of games, guessing
contests and amusements will be seattered
Ihrouphout the grounds 1o amuse and on-
lertain those who attend,

100 years ago

Takenfrom the Issue of The

Freo Press of Thursday, August 15, 1878

Mr. Little, Pubdic School inspector of this
village, tefl yvesterday, for Algema, where
he will spend about o month inspecting the
schools.

The sireets in the Village presented a
very busy appearance Saturday evening, A
preat oumber of farmers having finished
their harvest, took the firsl opportunity to
come 0 town and see what was gaing on.

Private letters from Maniloba state that
Al the young men wha left the vicinity of
Acton a short time ago for lhat provinee are
taing well,

The harvest bands employed by the
tarmoers in this vicinity are nearly all out of
work, and the Village again has ils usual
number of loafers.

A new fence 15 hing built in front of the
Congregational Church in the Villoge.

Tht camp mecting season has  com.
menced,
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offices bears notices of events long
past. Time for a change there , . . S the efforts of the summer students.

L L » L. * *

Victor Smith
i.1.2, Rockwood.




