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District pilot finds royalty to be ““warm and human’’

Bill Pullen of Nassagoweya
is accustomed to flying in-
ternational high ranking offi-
cials all over the world.

As u test pilet for the Tor-
. onto based D¢ Hoviland Air-
- craft Co,, he has provided test
and demonstration trips for
world wide plane buyers for
the past five years.

But on Tuesday, Aug. |, he
was caplain of a rather unj-
que flying irip.

Flying a De Havilland
Dash-7, owned by Wardaic,
the 38-year-old former bush
pilot carried the Queen [rom
Saskutoon lo several spots in
the prairie provinces, for
three days prior to her open-
ing of the 1lth Common-
wealth Games.

“It was an honor to have
been chosen Lo fly her,” he
said smiling, although he did
admit to having some ap-
prehension  over  possible
mechanical or weather pro-
blems.

Laughing he remembers
Waking up each morning
praying to see blue sky. His
wishes were granted and in
[act, the flights for the three
days went offl exaclly as
planned right down to the
minule.

“You do wyour job in o
professional manner, no dif-
ferent than any other time,
but you atso tend to be a little
apprehensive, knowing you
have the Queen aboard.”

Having the Queen aboard
did muake for some special
memaries for Bill Pullen.

Although he met with her
for only a briel few minutes
on thefinal leg of the journey.,
he is able lo recount some of
ihe personal inside slories
thal  occurred during  her
Mights.

On one particular trip, the
Queen with  her husband
Prince Phillip, was ae-
companied by son, Prince
Edward.

The three had just been
served a silver platier of
roast beef sandwiches by a
chief Wardair stewardess.

The royal party had their
own private compartment at
the rear of the plane, and the
siewardess relurning to the
front of the plane suddenly
heard an enormous eclatter.

Ddashing back to the royal
compariment, she arrive to
find that the plane vibration
had knecked the platter of
sandwiches off a dining table,

On his hands and knees was
13-vear-old Prince Edward,
busily scoeping up the
remains of scaltered roast
beel buck onto the platter,

Embarassed by the whaole
situation, the stewardess
dived inta the centre,
apologizing after  having
found the reyal prince pickinp
up the sandwiches, The
Queen replied with o wave of
her hand, she was ‘'‘guite
pleased to find Edward was

proving himsell to be useful.”

OUne of the (irst places
Prince Phillip and Prince
Edward headed for during
the first part of their fight
was lhe pilot's cahin, which
was 4 “'complete surprise”
for Captain Pullen.

Previously he had been told
by prolocol officials  ae-
companying the Queen's trip
that the royal party would
remain in their compartment
during the flights.

Instead, the two male royal
members  casually  walked
inle the cabin to get a betler
appreciation of  what they
were flying in, recalled the
caplain,

Prince Phillip is a very
rescrved type of man, but he
is also very natural tnd casy
going: open and chatling,
described the pilel.

Prince Edward, he found to
be "quite polite”, bul alse
“genuinely mderested in the
plane’,

“They all struck me us real
honest-to-goodness  human

Leings,'" he said, adding that
many people tend {o look
upon royalty as something
akin to "'superhumans®,

The Queen did howoever
enjoy nothing but the best,
during her travel with War-
dair, according to Caplain
Pullen.

The  two  stewardesses
assigned to the flight were the
lops of the company and
considerable effort was made
1o serve the Queen and her
family in the best possible
slyle.

The bhest possible  style
included the purchase of 2
teacups al & reported cost of
$100 by Wardair. The silver
wils also genuine silver,

‘The planc was metieu-
lously styled and fitted 1o
provide the party with utmost
camnfort. Six big comfaoriable
chairs were specially braught
in, so the Queen and her
family and any visitors wounld
he able 1o relax during their
trip.

According te the pilot, it
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wias “nothing, but the best
and certainly  *fit for g
(Queen”,

The care and thought that
went into providing the best
did not go unnaticed by the
ueen.

On the final part of the trip

to Edmonton, she presented
the stewardess with a silver
comb and to Captain Pullen, o
photograph of the royal
couple, personally signed.

Looking back 1o
presentation  of
graph, Mr. Pullen remems
bers the incident with a little
embarrassment and hemor.

Minutes before he met with
Ithe Queen, protocol officials
tolil him exactly bow the
presentation would be carried
oul. The Queen would be
seated ond would ehat with
him for a few minules,

The presentation 1o follow
would e his cue 1o then
leave,

" didn 1 quite happen that
way.” he remembers,

“Instead | was ushered into

the
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her compariment to lind her
standing, no! seated, and with
the pleture in one hand.

Flustered, he mode an
attempt 1o shake her hand
and receive the portrdil ot the
same time. He also remem-
bered thal the presentation
signalled his time to depart
from her compartment,

[Jisappoinied he would not
have any time to speak with
het, he turned to leave, at
which poinl '"she started to
say what a very nice plane
this is, and continue with’
small 1atk.”

Despite protocol officials’
attempis, Caplain Pullen (elt
pleased the Queen ‘had ob-
viously made the effert to put
him ol his case.

“It was embarrassing to
the paint you are not sure how
to handle the situation,” he
recailed.

“But she 15 a very warm
and human person,” he ad-
ded.

Mr. Pullen was chosen os
pilet of the Dash-7, after it
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wis  discovered Canadian
military alreraft would be
unable to land and take off
safely at some of the very
small airfietds, the Qucen
vigsited in the prairies.

Hired by Wardair to train
the pilot for the brand new
direraft, {1 was loter decided
by Canadian government
officials and the Queen's chief
pilot, that Pullen should be
hired for the occasion.

Toegether Caplain Pullen
and the Queen’s pilot com-
pleted a dry test run for the
three days flights 1o assess
lhe safety factors and deter-
mine exact timing,

He had been told the Queen
was never [ate and it is with
pride that he notes the Queen
was never kepl waiting with
aircraft delays, despite the
fact that she herself was on
four occastons several
minules behind schedule.

That, he states, was usualtly
due te traffic delays, but ke
shll made an effert to make
p for the losl minutes in

G

Aight.

“Once she made o reques
lomake uptime, ond we were
zble tu cut ecight minutes from
our flying time,”" he recalbled

His only frustration with
the job, come after television
and pation wide paper metha
attributed the Queen’s L
arrival on one occasion fto
“headwinds™.

“We did our flight in
exactly the bleck time that
was scheduled,'” he said of
ihe precise flying plans. Andl
that included an allowance
for headwinds,

Allhoughn presentabims
were made only to the caplain
and the chiel stewardess on
the BDash-7 (light, Captain
Pullen intends to share the
honors by making copics of
the phaotograph  for  other
members of the crew.

MNow home for a few days of
vacation, the pilot intends 1o
take a fishing teip wilk his
family in northern Chntario,
befare heading back inte the

SHYS.

5

ORLESS

H5iﬁ?ifﬁ,!5i'ﬂ"}“{)

SEWING and KNITTING SUPPLIES

OBECIH

Kerr's

FRUIT

.'.:-"r- o H' ’ ';.-l .' ¥ -1 . ! . - ’ . 'F rl:‘l -

PROUDLY pilot Bill Pullen shows his wife, Gail, and son, B

YARD GOODS
20.50%..

CANDY

2 Ib. Bag

LOLLY POPS

BOOTS

REDUCED 30%

Men's Plaid

f Billy, the

momento he received from the Queens For three davs riort ni
oth

of the 11th Commonwealth Games, Captain Pu};IeEl pi!ntedegp;?zigg

carrying the Queen to several spots in the Prairies. A former bush pilot, Children’s

Mr. Pullenis a test pilot with De Havil)

‘High taxes no benefit’

and Aircraft Co. in Toronto.

- Poor social planning
—rural problems

Formatlon of a local
steering committee this fall
and study of rural problems
recently identified in a rural
workshop is anticipated as
part of a rural development
project of the University of
Guelph,

Rural residents, mecting in
group workshops in Milton on
June 10 identified concerns
and issues in Halton Region
as part of a Rural Develop-
menl Oulreach Project of the
University of Guelph,

Under topics of economic
concern, community
fncilities, environmental
concerns and human develop-
ment, the groups targeted the
five major Issues of cach
area.

Now Valerie Gilimor,
Halton Co-ordinater of the
project, noles in a summary
"n number of broaod issues
emerge. . . They can be
regarded as either problems
or as goals for the rural
community."

Ms. Gilmor lists under the
“problems® heading:

"'1. the negative impact of
‘px-urbonites on the rural
community

*2, poor soclal planning and
tand’use planning for rural
arens

“3. high taxes with no
benclits

"4, allenatlon of

rural

people from the political apd -

planning process
“s. B feeling of

helplessness; being unable to

influence one's own future.”

Turning the problems to
“goals”, Ms. Gilmor seces
them this way.

"1, integration of ex-
urbanites into rural com-
muniles

“2. the need for effective
soctal planning and land use
planning for rural arecas

1. the’ reduction of laxes

“4. development of betlter
means of  communicating
with peliticlans and planners

“8. development of
strategies 1o influence deci-
sion-making bodies.™

“These Issues were com-
man to all groups. The fact
that they arose in each of the
discussion  groups, even
ihough the subject matter
was different, indicates how
crucial these issues are and
how interwoven they are to
the present day fabric of
rural life and living. This was

perhaps the single most
important discovery of the
day™, Ms. Gilmor reports.

She points oyt thot almost
all of the critical issues for
rural residents are assoclated
with urbanization. She
suggests the next step is in
secking solutions. The ex-
pertise of staff, faculty and
sludents of the University are
available to rural residents of
Halton in worklng toward the
goals,”

Questionaires  distributed
at the conclusion of the June
workshop sought to identify
suitable  interested com-
miHFE members.

It is anticipated a steering
commiitee of Hallon rural
residents will be established
in September or October to
take advantage of the ex-
pertise  offered by  the
University and to siudy the
problem areas identified.

Christmas celebrated
by children at library

An enthuslastic group of
children enjoyed & summer-

time Christmas at the Acton

Library recently, The library
had Christmas fllms, a visit
from St. Nick and distribution

of treats for the large crowd

ol children whe attended.
Heeping to the holiday
{heme the room In the Jibrary
was gally decorated with
Chrisimas decorations.
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